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| 11 
The Fifth Seſſion of the Eighth 
ä Parllament of Great Britain. OF 
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March 6, 1738-9... . 7 


HS - u l the ee ee 
into Conſideration, the Members repaĩred fo early IL. 1738 9 * 
to the Houle, that it Mas computed 400 had 

| taken their Seats by Eight o Clock in the Morn- 

ing. The Houſe at. laſt being reſolved into a Committee Merchants 
of the whole Houſe, to take into their Conſideration. the — — 
Convention between Great Britain and Spa iu, the following tion, in the 

Weſt India Merchants, and Planters were: heard again it, Conmirree, 

viz. Roger Drake, Eſq; Rowland Fry, Ef „Thomas! endiſh, viz, Meſſis. 
a Late Elgs — 

e 


Theſe Gentlemen having communicated to — 


ouſe Reandiſh, 


what they had to offer againſt the Convention, ſeveral Wit- Knighr, 


neſſes were ordered to attend, and rs.to be read, Whit B.ckford. 


took up all that and the following Da. 


Thur ſday, March 8. The Houſe having gain reſolved The Commit- 


itlelf into the ſame Committee, deee recumed. 


Horace Walpele ſpoke to the follawing Purpoſe; 

' © The great Pains that have been taken to influence all Horace u- 
Ranks and Degrees of Men im this Nation, againſt the late pole. 

40. Var. VI. B Meaſures : 


\ . 
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nno 12 Geo. Meaſures of his Majeſty's Adminiſtration,... and. 2812 
| A. 1738-9. dices which ſome NT loch. even in this Honſe may, en- 
tertain againſt that Meaſure which is now under our Con- 
_ fderation, make it neceſſary for me to Wigan remove 
theſe 2 before I make that Motion, with which 1 
intend to conclude... ... ' | * 
I ſhall begin, Fir, with this general Qbſervation, chat 
when Differences ariſe between two Nations, an immediate 
Declaration of War ſeldom is, and never ought to be, the 
firſt Reſolution of either. If thoſe Differences proceed from 
any Diſpute about a Matter of Right, -Jeſtice and Hu- 
manity- require that Endeavours ſhould be uſed to have 
thoſe Diſputes determined in a peaceable Way, each Party 
making reaſonable Coneeſſions to the other, before Recourſe 
be had to the deceitful and uncertain Fortune of War; and 
if they relate to. Injuries done, or Violences committed, 
the-fame Juſtice and Humanity require that SatisfaQon 
ſhould be aſked in an amicable Manner by the Party of- 
fended, and peremptorily. denied; or unreaſonably delay'd, 
by the Party offending, before Hoſtilities are reſolved on. 
And this Method of Proceeding is founded" not” only upon 
the Dictates of Reaſon and Humanity, kut in the Cafe 
between us and Spain upon the poſitive Words of Trea- 
ties, | 
But the Expediency and Juſtice. of this, Sir, are till 
greater when the” Affronts or Injuries offered proceed only 
from private Subjects; becauſe the Honour of no Nation 
can be injured but by another, by ſome public or national AR; 
therefore, when any Injury is done, or Aﬀront given by 
the Subjects of one State to thoſe ' of another, the State, 
whoſe Subjects have been injured; ought to apply to the 
other for Satisfaction, and ovght not to look upon its Ho- 
nour as any way affected, till the State, whoſe Subjects 
committed the Violence, has made the Act its own, by 
refuſing to puniſh the Tranſgreſſors, or to make Repa- 
ration for the Damage ſuſtained. — * 
« Gentlemen I oblerve, in talking of the Differences be- 
tween Spain and us, affe to talk a great deal of the Ho- 
nour of this Nation. I would be as jealous of the Honour 
of this Nation as any Gentleman; but give me leave to ſay, 
that true Honour ought to be founded upon Juſtice and Hu- 
manity. Ambition or Intereſt may prompt ſome Nations 
to make Conqueſts, and ſuch Nations may, and do often 
break through this eſtabliſhed Rule of Juſtice and true 
Honour, by laying hold of the moſt frivolous Pretence for 
engaging in- War, without any previous Application fot an 
Accommodation, But as it is not the Intereſt - this 
i | 4 6 Fran 
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will never provoke us to act contrary to our Intereft, we 
can therefore have no Motive for tranſgreffing this Rule, 


and any Nation in Europe. 


not only a juſt and honourable Meaſure, but the only juſt 


which are ſuch as proceed from Diſputes that have lately 
ariſen about Matters of Right; and the reſt are ſuch as pro- 
ceed from the Violences and Depredations that have been 
committed by ſome of the Subjects of that Kingdom ne 
the Subjects of this. As the Matters of Right which are 
in Diſpute are of great Conſequence to us, as Spain had 


their Depredations have been great and frequent, jf it had' 
been our Intereſt to endeavour to conquer any Part of the 
Spaniſh Dominions, or if his Majeſty had been influenced. 
by Ambition, and a Purſuit after a glaring but falſe Re- 
nown, he might, and probably would have laid hold of 
theſe Differences, as a juſt Pretence for declaring War 
againſt Spain, without the leaſt Attempt to have them re- 
conciled by amicable Means ; but as it is not the Intereſt 
of this Nation to make Conqueſts, his Majeſty confidered 
the Peace and Happineſs of his People as the moſt ſolid 
Foundations of his Glory; therefore he often applied 
before laſt Summer to the Court of Spain for having the 
Differences ſubſiſting between the two Nations accom- 
modated in a Friendly Manner, which that Court always 
found ſome Excuſe or another for delaying ; but at laſt his 
Majeſty, upon the Application from both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment laſt Seſſion, made a peremptory Demand, and inſiſted 
upon a ſpeedy and categorical Anſwer ; and till that Anſwer 
ſhould arrive, his- Majeſty reſolved, according to the Maxim 
I have mentioned, and according to the Advice of his Par- 
liament, to ſuſpend all kind of Hoſtilities. When the 
Court of Spain ſaw that the Affair could be no longer put 
off with Safety, they appeared willing to enter immediate 
into a ſerious Diſquiſition of the Rights that were in Dii- 
pute; and to ſhew themſelves in earneſt, they propoſed to 
have the Account between the two Nations immediately 
ſettled, and to pay, in a ſhort time, whatever ſhould appear 
to be due from them on account of any Depredations upon 
the Balance. From hence his Majeſty juſply conceived, - 
that there was a Probability of having alt our Differences 
| B 2 accom · 


with regard to the Differences that may ariſe between us 


and honourable Meaſure we could take, with regard to the 
Differences now ſubſiſting between us and Spain; ſome of 


little or no Reaſon to raiſe any Diſpute about them, and as 


Nation to make Conqueſts, and as, T hope, our Ambition Anno f 2. G 


. 
- 


Upon this Maxim, Sir, and in this Light, if we conlfider 
the Treaty naw. before us, I believe it will appear to be 
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efore 


ept o ; 
FR of 8.pr8: 


put into the — 
that could be Pr9P 
full Security again 

To this I m 


effectual Relief for his injured Subjects; and aſſured, that 


in caſe his Royal and Friend] 


Spain ſuch Satisfaction, as his Majeſty might reaſonably ex; 
| 


With regard to Reparation, Sir, for paſt Injune?, it u 
not-only finally ad julled, but a certain Sum promiſed to s 
paid within a very ſhort time aſter the Exchange of the 
Ratiſications. As there were mutual Demands with reſped 
10 Damages ſuſtained, it became neceſſafy to ſettle and hy: 
lance the Account ; for I am ſure no reaſonable Man could 
Exper, that we ſhould receive full Reparation for all the 
Damage done to us by Spain, and allow nothing for the 
Damage that had been done by us to that Nation. Upoß 
examining therefore, and ſtating our mutual Demands, 
it appeared that our Demands upon 8 ain, according tog 

ion made by our own Commiſſaries, amgunied, ta 
. 390,090 . 


. 
OS ING 
* . - - " - 


5,000 /. and that the Demands of Spain gyn ws Amonnt- 
12 . 1583 there was 1 to us of 
46,900 . which Sum his Catholic Majely propoſed to 
yy to us, by giving Allgnments upon his Reyevves in 
merica, being the only s he had for paying ſo large 
Sum; but as we knew the Tedionſneſs and Precariq 
F that Fund, it was propoſed. to make an Allowance for 
ompt Payment, if his Catholic Majelly would engage 1g 
Un the Maney in a ſhort time here at rer the Al- 
owance agreed on was 45,000 J. which reduced the Sum 
que to us to 95,090 f, and this Sum his. Catholic Majeſty 
has expreſsly promiſed, this Convention, to pay here 5 
ondon in four Months alter the change Q the Ratifi- 
ations, From hence it appears, Sir, that we have not only 
bot all the Reparation e Man, could expect, 
but all the Reparation we could with-any Pretence 2 Ja 
nſiſt on. For tho? there were perhaps ſome _ather ſmal 
Articles, which we might haye added to the Sum © 
dur Demands, yet it muſt be allowed, t 75 were ſuch 
T rifles, as not to be worth minding in à Tranſaction he, 
ween two powerful Nations; and if we had inſiſted on 
hem, it would have been eaſy for Spain to have balanced 
em with Articles of the ſame Kind, which were not at 
irſt brought into her Account, : 8 | 
Now, Sir, as to our future Security, every Man that un- 
derſtands what it means muſt know, that jt depends entire: 
ly upon thoſe Matters of Right that are now in Diſpute be- 
ween Spain and us; and that therefore it cannot be clearly 
and effectually provided for, till thoſe Rights are particularly 
xamined into, and fully explained, But could any rea- 
Jonable Man expect, that it was poſſible to do this in a few 
Weeks, or by a Preliminary Convention ? It is a Diſcuſſion 
that depends not only upon ſeveral diſputable Points in © 


Law of Nature and Nations, but likewiſe upon ſev 
Facts and Circumſtances that muſt be enquired into, 5 
this Enquiry can be made in the Weſt-Indies only. For this 
Reaſon we could not ſo much as deſire Spain to do mor! 
than they have done, They have agreed to refer this Diſ 
cuſſion to Plenipotentiaries, and that thoſe Plenjpotentiariep 
thall be obliged finally to decide the Affair within the 
ſhort Term of eight Months; which is all we could EX- 
pee, and all we could with any Juſtice or Reaſon deſire, 
herefore, if there had not þeen one Word in this T 

from whence it could be preſumed that Spain had pa 
from, or given up any of thoſe Rights ſhe has mig et 
yet the Treaty might have heen ſald to be a relim 
nary, and ſuch a one as his Majeſty ought to have accept 
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the moſt deſtructive Right for ation to ſubmit 
that of Searcy. our Ships oh open Seas of Amos 
and. makin Prize of them, iu caſe 15 Spaniſh Money or 
EdfeQs be and en board. "This Right Spain has, eve) by 
this Preliminary, in effe& given up. That of Searching 
dar Ships upon the open Seas, they have allowed to bs 

a Cauſe of Complaint, which, if not ſtopped and pre. 
vented, might occaſion an open Rupture between the tive 
Crowns: They have' allowed k to be 4 Grievance, which 
ought, to be femoved. Can the Exerciſe of a juſt Riglit be 
allowed to be a Cauſe of Complaitit? Can, it be allo Wed to 
be a Grievance ? Whoever does fo, diſclaims the Right 
and therefore we, muſt conclude, that Spain has, even by 
this Preliminary, in effect diſclaimed the Right of Search. 
ing our 5%, upon the open Seas of America, which to mg 
is a firong Indication that they intend to diſclaim it by the 
definitive Treaty, in the molt expreſs Terms we can pro: 


. Sir, The Court of Spain has not only acknowledged the 
Searchiog our Ships on the open Seis, and confiſcating them 
for having Spaniſh Money or Effects on board, to be 4 
Grievance. which ought to be removed, but they have it 
Tome meaſure directly owned it to be wrong: They have 
allowed it to be an Injury, by giving us Reparation for 
what our Merchants have ſuffered by that Praftice. Tkere- 
ſore the Plenipotentiaries appointed by this Convention 
are not to determine whether it be a Grievance or not: 
This is a Point which is not referred to their Diſcuſſion :" It 
is already determined: They are only to conſider, contrive, 
and adjuſt the proper Methods for removing it; and in'this 
too they are circumſcribed ; for the Regulations they are to 
contrive and agree on for this Purpoſe muſt be according to 
the Treaties now ſubſiſting between the two Crowns ; and 
thoſe Regulations muſt be contrived and fully ſettled within 
eight Months after their firſt Meeting, which is to be bat 
fix Weeks after the Exchange of the. Ratifications ; ſo that 
the Affair mult be finally concluded before the Middle of 
November 'next. Therefore the chief Queſtion now ſeems 
to be, whether we ought to go to War, rather than grant 
the Court of Spain a Delay of eight Months, for giving us 
Fall Satisfaction and, abſolute Security; and I do not think 
that auy Man who Confiders the preſent Circumſtances af 
Barope, pg 8 Circumſtances of this Nation, would 
for involving his Country in a dan erous and ex ve 
War, rather than grant ſucha Delay. > way 3 
© c War, 


4 s — : 8 1 7 * N ” * _ 
8 R 
wy 4 . 89 ks 4 r 
2 
1 ” 


/ Co. 
+ War; Sir, let the Proſpect of Succefs.be: what it will, i rate 
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and a deſtructive ient $0-any Nation, Ir 3-788 


N th a dangerous F ent un « 
, and erialiy a trading and -induſtrious Nation: It is the Bane ( | 4 
0,18 Trade, and the Parent of : Idleneſs.: Ie gives your : J 
Erica, leighbours an Opportunity to undermipe yau in ſeveral — 
ty or Winches of your Trade, and draws a great many of h __ 
0,07 n People away from uſeful Labour and/Induſtry;; act only 
bing uripg the War, but ſor ever for thoſe Who been, 
0 ber but a few Years, accuſtomed to live in Idleneie, by Ra- 

pre. Nine and Violence, can. never afterwards ſubmit to get their | | 
tio WW read by the Sweat of their Brow. Beides, it may prove _ 
hich angerous to your Liberties ; For ſupporting and carrying * 
it be n a War with Vigour, great Armies muſt he raiſed : When 99 
d to e War is ended, yo may perhaps find, it difficult. to | 44 
gbr band your Armies: The Generals will be again it: and 6 
13 e Soldiers, having loft the Hopes of living by che Plunder 


f their Enemies, may reſolve to live by the Plunder cf ; 

heir- Country. - therefore, — — — latter 4 
Proſpect of Succeſs, ought to be avoided:by 4 trading. 

— TD if poſlible.-''The Eyent is doubtful, let the ef 

opes of either Patty at the Beginning be. never ſo well 4 

dunded. It is not the firſt Time we have heard of the 

vent of a War's turning out contrary to all human Ap+ 

zrances, We have a-freſh Inſtance of [this before our 

yes. All Europe, thought the Emperor engaged in the 

War againſt the Turke wich great Odds: on Dis Side i but 

e find ourſelves diſappointed in our Expectations ; the 

Odds are already turned againſt him, and little Hopes leit 

f his coming off with Honour, much leſs with Advanta 

* Whoever conſiders theſe Things, Sir, muſt think, 

the Circumſtances,of Affairs in Europe were entirely fa- 

ourable for us, if our own Circumſtances were as happy as 

e could wiſh, we ought not wantonly to engage in a War c 
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e % Hat when we conſider that the Circumſtances of Europe were LEY 

g to ever in a more unhappy Situation far us than at / preſent, 

and nd that our own. Circumſtances are far from being in a 

thin dappy Situation, who is it will ſay, a War is not by all 

bat eane to be avoided ?: The powerful Kingdom of France is 

that ow in greater Vigour than ever it was fince the-Reign of 

: of heir Charles the Great; it is now governed by wiſe Coun- | 
ems Is, and in perfect Unity and Concord within itſelf. The 4 
tant King of France is bound, not only by Intereſt, but by the 
p us ies of Blood, to aſſiſt the King of Spain; and as an Ad- x 
ink dition to this Obligation, there is now forming, for aught I ; 
$ of Know, already concluded, a Treaty of Alliance between : 


hem. If we declare War againſt Spain, we mult thereforg 
æped that France will take Part with Spain againſt us; — 
, | [4 9 


2 


1 
Ane 1 Teb. the 1 have ſo gobd an Opinion df my Conhtry; a = 
- M 1738.5. we are more chan à Match for the dne, and at lenſt ar etſy 
Match for tte other, yet I carinst be ſo vain! as to th 
we are an qu Match for both mid conſequenthj Il 
think, we have Reafow to be zfraid of ſihking under 
Burden; unleſs we can get ſome of the other Trend owe 
vf Europe to àſſiſt us. Nm (1.9% 199Y "W 
_ © Let us noh loc round Europe, Sir, and we ſhall find w 
Regret there il not ut preſentany one of the Powers than 
vn whom i eduld, in ſack a Caſe, depend for an effeftut 
Aſſiſtance: The Houſe-vf Auſtria is now. in ſo weak h O 
dition, and ſo mueh reduced by the Misfortunes they Jn 
d n 
( 


met with im their War againſt the Turks, that they 
if they would, afford us any Affiſtance ; and if they co 
tis a Queſtion if _ would; for their Counfels | 

reſent to be tod much directed by Prench Influence. I 

utch are at preſent in à poor and helpfeſs Situation; | 
tho' the Subjects of moft of the United Provineres ate mh 
and in affluent Circumſtances, their Government is extrtaꝶm 
low, and almoſt all their public Revenues tnortpugedt 
anticipated wkich makes them backward to engage i 
War: That tho“ they have met with'as had Treatment tie 
Spain as we have done, tho as many Dutch Ships, in 

rtion, have been unjuſtly ſeized dy the Spaniards,,0 

ve they never yet attempted, nor do they ſcein to h 
the leaſt Inctination to reſent theſe Injuries in any hof 
Manner. The Princes of Germany are now eohtehdi 
amongſt themſelves about the Succeſſion to ſome Parti d 
the Palatinate; and that Contention may perhaps brei 
out into an open Rupture. Of the Princes of Italy, th 
two moſt potent may probably be engaged in the All 
ance againſt us; and the King of Portugal dares nt f- 
us, I even doubt if he would dare to admit our Mew 
War into his Ports. Then, if we look Nortkward, 
the two Northern Kingdoms, the moſt powerfal een 
already to be united againſt us; and the Muſcovites, if they 
were inclined; are at too great a Diſtance to afford u 
Relief. Thus, Sir, we are at preſent without any one Ally 
upon the Continent, that would give us Aſſiſtance; and n 
caſe of a War, the two moſt potent Kingdoms in Eurvpt 
would probably be united againſt us; nay, I do not ktwn 
but that the greateſt Part of Europe would unite againft'vs; 
and when the Affairs of Europe are in ſuch Circamiſtanees 
would it not be the Height of Madnefs in us to engage in 
War, if we can by any Art, or by any Means, avoid or d,. 

lay it? | 994 . . | 

| " But this, Sir, is not our only Misfortune at an 


gomeſlic Cirrumſtances are far from being in fuch & Con. Anno f 4 Ge 
Jition as may Encourage us to engage in War. Our People II. 1738-9, 
re already taxed almoſt as much as they can poſſibly bear; WY ND 
und moſt of thoſe Taxes mortgaged for paying the Debts 
ve contracted in the late War: The Overplus of our pub- 
* ic Revenue is hardly ſufficient for ſupporting our Civil 
4 overnment in Time of Peace. If we go to War, we 
u lay on new or additional Taxes: This will increaſe 

"hoſe Animoſities and Diviſions that now prevail too much 
5 — mongſt us; and will cauſe that Party to raiſe its Head, 
* hich has not dared to look Ayfſgr near twenty Years paſt, 

In W Enemies, will certainly endeavour to 
dn If we go to War, our es, vn y | 0 
6 bring us into Confuſion at Home, by embracing the Cauſe 
or Sf the Pretender: The War itſelf will be made the Cauſe 
| pf the Pretender; and when our People find every Year 

ew Loads of Taxes laid upon them, many of them may 
begin to aſcribe all the Misfortunes they labour under, to 

he illuſtrious Family now upon our Throne, which will 
make them ready to join any Number of egy Troops 

hat ſhall invade us, with the Pretender at their Head, If 

rance and Spain ſhould join againſt us, it will be impoſſi- 
ble for us to guard our Coalts, means of our Navy, ſo 

loſely, as that it may not be in their Power to throw a 
few regular Troops into ſome Part of the Iſland; and this 
might give us ſo much to do at Home, that we ſhould nei- 
ther have Leiſure nor Power to diſtreſs our Enemies, or pro- 
tet our Plantations Abroad. : 
« I have as juſt a Senſe as any Man can have of the Suffers 
angs of our Merchants, and of the Indignities that have 
deen put upon the Nation by the Spaniſh Guarda Coſta's 3 
but national Reſolutions, Sir, ought not ta be directed by 
Paſſion : We may, we ought to ſhew a proper Reſentment j 
but our Reſentment ought to be governed by Prudence ; 
and if it is, we muſt ſuſpend ſhewing it, till a Change in 
the Circumſtances of Europe preſents us with a favourable 
Opportunity, which, in all Probability, we ſhall not be long 
obliged ro wait for, Therefore, if this Convention had 
not been ſo favourable as it appears to be, his Majeſty ought, 7 
I think, in the preſent Conjuncture, to have accepted of «= 
It. This is the Opinion I muſt form, from the View I | | | 
have of the preſent Poſture of Affairs, and from Circum- 
ſtances that are publicly known; but his Majeſty may know 
many Circumſtances which we do not know, and which he 
cannot communicate to this Houſe; and therefore in ſuch 
Caſes, we ought to be extremely cautious of refuſing our 
Approbation to a Meaſure which his Majeſty has thought 
fit to approve of, . Such a Caution would have been, ne- 

Vor. VI. 3 ceſſary, 


— 


a 4 % 


) 


(40) 3 
Anno + 2.Geo. ceffary, even tho this Convention had appeared to hav 
II. 1738-9. been altogether unſfatisfaRtory ; but I have ſhewn, E think; 

* that we have got by it all that could be reaſonably ex 
by a Preliminary Treaty; from whence we have good Rea» 
ſon to hope, that in eight Months Time we ſhall obtain by 
a definitive Treaty all we can defire, which is a Delay, 1 
am ſure, not worth our while to go to War for. There 
fore, I muſt think, I am fully warranted in what. I am to 

. propoſe, which is, n vt 

Motion for an That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty to 

RO upon return the Thanks of thif\Houſe for having the Convention 

on communicated to us; and to expreſs our juſt Senſe of his 

| Royal Care for the true Intereſt of his * in bringing 
the Demands of his Subjects to a final Determination; 
and for procuring a ſpeedy Payment for the Loſſes the 
Merchants ſuſtained by the Spaniards, by a certain ftipulated 
Sum. And to declare our Satisfaction in the Foundation 
his Majeſty has laid for preventing and removing the like 
Grievances and Cauſes of Complaint for the future, and for 
preſerving the Peace between the two Nations, and our Re- 
liance on his Majeſty that effectual Care will be taken in 
the ſolemn Treaty to be made purſuant to this Convention, 
that the Freedom of Navigation in the American Seas ma 
be fully ſecured and eftabliſhed for the future; and that his 
| Majeſty's Subjects may enjoy unmoleſted their undoubted 
Night of Navigating and Trading to and from any Part of 
his Majeſty's Dominions, without being liable to be Roppet 
viſited, or ſearched on the open Seas, or to any other Vio. 
lation of the Treaties ſubſiſting between Great Britain and 
Spain, as the only Means to preſerve upon a laſting Foan- 
dation a good Correſpondence and Friendſhip between the 
two Crowns ; and that in regulating and ſettling the' Li- 
mits of his Majeſty's Dominions in America, in the T 
to be made with Spain, the greateſt Regard will be had to 
the Rights ard Poſſeſſions belonging to his Majeſty's Crewn 
and Subjects. And to aſſure his Majeſty, that in cale 
his Majeſty's juſt ExpeQations ſhall not be anſwered, that, 
this Houſe will ſupport his Majeſty in taking ſuch Meafares 
as may be moſt conducive to vindicate the Honour and Dig- 
nity of his Majeſty's Crown, and the Rights of his People.” 
= r. Campbel of Pembrokeſhire. | | 
IR, 

Mr. Campbel. I ſtand up to ſecond the Motion which the Honourable 
Gentleman near me has been pleaſed to make ; and I ſecond 
it, becauſe, I think, the neceſſary Conſequence of our not 
agreeing to it, would be an immediate War, Now, as I 
think we have got by this Convention as much as we = 

| - ex 
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rpett by a Preliminary Article, for with reſpect to our ſu- Anno 22 | 
ture — it can be called nothing elſe, nor was it poſſi- II. N 
ble in lo ſhort a Time to make it any thing elſe; and, a 


eas I think, that the Court of Spain's agreeing to this Con. 
| by WY vention, eſpecially that Part of it which ſtipulates an im- 
„ 1 mediate Reparation, furniſhes us with a ſtrong Preſumption 
ere- that they are inclined to do us Juſtice, and that we ſhall in 


a ſhort time obtain ſufficient Security for the Freedom of 
gur Trade and Navigation in Time to come; therefore, I 
muſt think a War quite unneceſſary, and no War can be 
juſt that is not „nor can any War be honourable 
that is not juſt. | 2 
This Conſideration, Sir, convinces me, that we ought 
to approve of this Convention; and my Honourable Friend 
has taken Care to put ſome Words or Expreſſions into the 
Addreſs he has been pleaſed to propoſe, which, in my 
Opinion, u I obviate the only material Objection I have 
heard made to this Treaty. Our Merchants ſeem to think, 
that our Rights and Poſſeſſions in America are not ſuffi- 
ciently ſecured to us by the Terms of this Preliminary; 
and therefore they apprehend, that ſome of them are to be 
piven up by our Plenipotentiaries. Theſe Apprehenſions, 
think, there can be no Ground for, from any Word or 
Expreſſion in this Preliminary; nor can any Man entertain 
ſuch a Thought, if he conſiders the inviolable Attachment 
his Majeſty has always ſbewn for the Rights and Privileges 
of his People, and that our Plenipotentiaries can do nothing , 
without his Qrder, nor finally agree upon any thing with- 
out his Approbation; but if it were poſſible to apprehend, 
that any of our Rights or Poſſeſſions are in Danger of being 
loſt, or given up by the definitive Treaty that is to be con- 
cluded in purſuance of this Preliminary, even that Poſſi- 
bility muſt be taken away, by our declaring, in the Addreſs 
Propoſed, our Reliance on his Majeſty, that from his conftant 
Attention to the Honour of his Crown, and the undoubted 
Rights of his People, effeQtual Care will be taken, that the 
Freedom of Navigation in the American Seas may be fully 
ſecured and eſtabliſhed for the future ; and that in regu- 
lating and ſettling the Limits of his Majeſty's Dominion; 
in America, the greateſt Regard will be had to the Rights 
and Poſſeſſions belonging to his Majeſty's Crown and Subjects. 
* By theſe Words, I fay, Sir, the very Poſſibility of ap- 


is Arta f 


able 2 any Danger to our Rights or Poſleflions muſt 
ond effectually removed; for after ſugh a full and explicit 
not WW Declaration of Parliament, what Miniſter will dare to ad- 
as [ viſe his Majeſty to give any Inſtructions, or to ratify any 


ov 
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Treaty, for giving up, or ingroaching in the leaſt upan, ”" | 
2 


2 


Anno . of our Rights or Poſſeſſions in America ? Therefore, I think 
II. 1738-9. no one good Reaſon can be aſſigned for our refuſing to give 


WWW 


Sir Thomas 
danderſon. 


cluded. 


is, to preſent to our Sovereign the Opinions as well as 


oppreſſing the People with the greater Security. There. 
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ſuch an Approbation to this Convention, as the Honourable 
Gentleman has been pleaſed to propoſe; for really, in my 
Opinion, it looks more like a Declaration of what we ex; 
pect by the ſolemn Treaty that is to be concluded, than an 
Approbation of the Preliminary that has been already cons 


Sir Thomas Sanderſon. 
SIR, Y | 
The Great Deſign, and the chief Uſe of Parliaments, 


Grievances of the People; and this Houſe in particular is 
deſigned as a Check upon Miniſters, and as a Sort of Mir- 
ror, in which the Counſels, the Actions, and the Meaſures 
of Miniſters are to be truly and faithfully reprefented tg 
their Maſter, In abſolute Monarchies the Kin can never 
know, by any legal Means, whether the Meaſures he is ad- 
viſed by his Miniſters to purſue be agreeable to his Pegs 

le: He can never be informed of their being diſagreeable, 
Put by the Inſurrections or Rebellions of the People, which 
generally end in the Deſtruction of a great many Subjecto, 
and often in the Ruin of the Sovereign. This is a Mil. 
fortune that in this Kingdom we ſhall always be free from, 
while we have Parliaments, and ſuch Parliaments as are in- 
dependent of the Adminiſtration. But if ever our Parlia- 
ments ſhould come to be under the Direction of the Mi- 
niſter, for the Time being, they would be uſeleſs, they would 
be pernicious ; becauſe they would be*made uſe of only for 
impoſing upon the King with the greater Aſſurance, and for 


fore, I hope, that in this Houſe we ſhall upon all*Occafions 
talk to our King, not in the Language of his Miniſters, but 
in the Language of Truth, in the Language of his People. 
For this Reaſon, while I have the Honour to have A Seat 
here, I ſhall never join in any Addrefs to the Throne that 
may in the leaſt contribute towards inducing my 'Sovereig 
to form ſuch an Opinion of any public Meafure, as may 
contrary to the Opinion I have, upon a thorough Enquiry, 
formed of it, and contrary to the Opinion which, I know, 
the People in general have formed of it. The Convention 
now before us, in my Opinion, is the moſt diſhonourable, 
the moſt deceitful, the moſt ruinous Treaty this Nation 
ever made; I will be bold to ſay, that 99 out of a 100 — 
; | FRED t 
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* Then T caſure Des | 1 
Scar borough. urer] to the Prince of Wales. Now Earl of 


p f 
$ $1.2 4 1 8: "ON | FP 
e People are of the ſame Opinion ; and ſhall I agree to Anno 2 Se 
n Addeeſs, which muſt ES King believe; if he be-' IE 1738-9: 
Wicves what we ſay, that it is an honourable, fair, and ad- WYNSS 
vantageous Treaty? 2 
« The Honourable Gentleman and his Friends may, if 
hey pleaſe, Sir, call the latter Part of the Addreſs he has 
propoſed a: Declaration of what we expect by the fofemn 
Freaty that is to be concluded; but the firſt Part is #down- 
ight Approbation of the Convention; and is therefore in- 
onfiſtent with the latter; for it would, in my Opinion, be 
idiculous in us to ſay, we expect or hope for any thing 
rom a ſolemn Treaty that is to be concluded in purſuance 
pf a Preliminary, by which every thing we have to expect, 
pr hope for, is previouſly given up, and almoſt expreſsly 
urrender d. Out of the Regard T have, and I hope, ſhall 
always have for his Majeſty, I thuſt, in-examining the 
Addreſs propoſed, leave his Name out, and ſubſtitute in its J 
Room, the Name or Term Minifler, or Negotiator. Shall 
J, Sir, upon Occafion of this Convention, expreſs my moſt 
grateful Acknowledgments for the Miniſter's, or Nego- 
tiator's particular Care, and tender Regard for the Intereſts 
of the People, when I think that in negotiating and agree- 
ing to this Convention, he has ſhewn no Cale, no Regard 
for, but on the contrary has ſacrificed, I ſhall not ſay be- 
tray'd, the moſt valuable, the moſt ſacred Rights of his 
Country ? Shall I fay, that a final Adjuſtment of our long 
depending Demands has been obtained by this Convention, 
when I ſee, that inftead of adjuſting, we have releaſed 
them? Shall I ſay, that any Payment is to be made by 
Spain upon that Account, when it appears that Spain is 
not to pay one ſingle Groat, when it appears that no one 
Shilling is ſo much as ſtipulated, but what is to be paid by 
one Part ot our own Subjects to another? Or, ſhall I ſay, 
I am ſatisfied with the Foundation the Miniſter or Nego- 
tiator has laid, for preventing the like Grievances and 
Cauſes of Complaint for the future, when I am 'convinced 
that, by this Convention, a Foundation is laid for increaſing 
them, and for rendering them perpetual ? God forbid, Sir, 
that any Member of this Houſe ſhould behave in ſuch a 
ſlaviſh Manner towards the Miniſter, or in ſuch a deceitful 
Manner towards his Sovereign. e 915 28 
I ſhall allow, Sir, that when Differences ariſe between 
two Nations, War ought not to be reſolved on till Appli- 
cation be firſt made for having them removed by a friendly 
Accommodation; but that Application ought to be made in 
an honourable Manner, and fuitable to the Dignity of the 
Nation that makes it. If the Matters of Right that are 


begun 


| (14*) | 
Anno 12. Geo. begun to be * be ſuch as are really doubtful; a Noe. 
- I738-9. gotiation may be ſet on Foot for having them explained; 
| dut to diſpute the moſt. undoubted Rights, Rights that arg 
eſtabliſhed by the Law of Nature as well as by — 
Treaties, is one of the greateſt Inſults that can be put by 
one Nation upon another; and therefore, the only Appli- 
cation that can be made is a peremptory Demand for having 
them acknowledged in the . moſt explicit Terms: To ne- 
gotiate, or to treat about ſuch Rights, is to, betray. them. 
Again, when Violences are committed by the Subjects of 
one Nation upon thoſe of another, Satisfaction may be de- 
manded, nay, I ſhall grant that it ought to be demanded in 
a peaceable Manner, before reſolving to take Satisfaction 
by Force of Arms; but this Satisfaction ought to be re- 
quired, not ſued for; and much leſs ſued for again, after 
many affected Delays or ſham Excuſes : To require Satiſ- 
ſaction in a peaceable but dignified Manner is prudent, is 
commendable ; but to ſue and ſollicit for it is mean, abjeQ, 
and diſhonourable; and when a Nation continues to ſue for 
it, under frequent Repetitions of the ſame. Sort of Vio- 
lences, it is ridicalous, it is miſchievous. | 

This, I am afraid, is our Caſe with regard to Spain. 
We have negotiated about our undoubted Rights, we have 
ſued for Satisfaction, and have ſo long continued negotiating, 
that we have at laſt rendered ourſelves ridiculous and con- 
temptible. In this Opinion I am confirmed by the Treaty 
now under our Conſideration : A Treaty which they ſeem 
to have impoſed upon us as the Coup de Grace to that Cha- 
rafter we formerly had among the — and Potentates 
of Europe. After diſputing with us ſuch undoubted Rights, 
and committing ſo many and ſuch unheard-of Depredations 
upon our Merchants, if they had not had the utmoſt Con- 
tempt of our Underſtanding, as well as Power, it was im- 
poſſible they could have thought of impoſing ſuch a Treaty 
upon us: A Treaty by which they have, under the Pre- 
tence of giving us a Foundation for obtaining future Se- 
curity, obliged us to give up thoſe Rights upon which it 
depends; and inſtead of giving us Reparation, they have 
obliged us to give them a general Releaſe; nay farther, 
they have obliged us to give up to them, for much leſs 
than the true Value, five Britiſh Ships and their Cargoes, 
which they had, before this Treaty was thought of, obliged 
themſelves to reſtore. If they had given us a flat Denial, 
if they had abſolutely refuſed to give us any Security or 
Reparation, it would have been ſhewing a Contempt of our 
Power only ; but to preſume to palm upon us ſuch a ſham 
Security, and ſuch a fallacious Sort of Reparatiop, is ſhew- 
| ing 
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ag the utmoſt Contempt of our Judgment, as well as our Anno 12. Gee. 
Power. As yet the Contempt can fall upon our Negotia. IL 2738-9. 
tors only; but if this Houſe ſhould give any thing like a | 
ganction to ſuch a Treaty, the Contempt muſt fall upon the 
Nation, or at leaſt upon that which is called the Wiſdom 
of the Nation. e 

« In order, Sir, to make good what I have ſaid, I muſt 
beg Leave to conſider what we ought to have had, and whe- - 
ther we have got, by this Treaty, ſo much as the Hopes of 
obtaining any one Thing wt ought to have had. I believe 
every Gentleman will allow, that we ought to have L. om 
ſome Satisfaction for the many Inſults the Spaniards have 
put upon the Crown and Flag of Great Britain. To ſome 
this may appear to be merely a Point of Honour ; but to 
me it appears ſo material, that I think we can have no fu- | 
ture Security without it. No Treaty, no Regulations you 
can make, will, in my Opinion, fignify any Thing, without 
ſome exemplary Satisfaction; for the Spaniſh Governors 
and Captains of Guarda Coſta's in America will ſhew no ” 
Regard-to any Treaty or Regulations you can make, if they 
find they may tranſgreſs them with Impunity, Whereas, 
if ſome of thoſe Governors and Captains that have robbed 
our Merchants had been hanged, as they ighly deſerve, 
and their Bodies hung up in Chains, upon the moſt con- 
ſpicuous Capes of Cuba, Hiſpaniolo, and Porto- Rico, it 
would have ſtiewn all ſuch for the future what they were 
to expect, if they inſulted the Crown, or injured the Sub- 
jects of Great Britain. But the Court of Spain, being re- 
ſolved to grant nothing that might any way contribute to 
our future Security, reſolved not to allow the Word Satiſ- 
faction to be ſo much as once mentioned in this Treaty: 
Even the Spaniſh Pirate who cut off Captain Fenkins's Ear, 
making uſe at the ſame Time of the moſt inſulting Ex- 
preſſion towards the Perſon of our King, an Expreſſion 
which no Briciſh Subject can decently repeat, an Expreſſion 
which no Man that has a Regard for his Sovereign can ever 
forgive: Even this Fellow, I ſay, is to live to enjoy the 
Fruits of his Rapine, and remain a living Teſtimony of the 
cowardly Tameneſs, and mean Submiſſion of Great Britain, 
we of the triumphant Pride, and ſtubborn Haughtineſs of 

pain. 

This alone, Sir, is ſufficient to ſhew, that we can have 
no Hopes of any future Security; and yet a future Security 
for the Freedom of our Trade and Navigation was what 
we ought principally and peremptorily to have infiſted on ; 
but our negotiating Miniſters have not ſatisfied themſelves 
with negleCing it, they have almoſt expreſsly, by this Pre- 
liminary, 


| 


| (686) 

Anno t 24. liminary, given it up: They have almoſt-expreſaly give 

II. 2738.9 up 4 Wahn upon which it depends, by referring them 

ö to be regulated by Plenipotentiaries 3 for if we conſider the 

: Nature of thoſe Rights in diſpute between Spain and us, 

upon which our future Security depends, we mult ſee that; 

if the Right we pretend to be regulated, it muſt be ſur. 

render'd, and that if the Right Spain pretends to be re. 

gulated, it muſt be eftabliſhed. - The Right we pretend to, 

the Right which, I hope, the Nation will never depart 

from, whatever our Negotiators may do, is a Right to a free 

Navigation in the open Seas of America: This Right 

the Spaniards, truſting to our Feebleneſs, or our Fondnefs 

for Negotiation, have taken upon them to deny: They ſay, 

we have no Right to any Navigation in the American Seas 

but what they have granted us by Treaty, which is only 

whilſt our Ships ſteer a direct Courſe from one Part of the 

Britiſh Dominians to another. For God's Sake, Sir, what 

is it, in this Caſe, our Plenipotentiaries are to regulate} 

Are they to regulate what ſhall or ſhall not be called a di 

rect Courſe ? If we agree to any ſuch Regulation, can we 

afterwards ſay, we have a Right to a free Navigation! 

Does not every Gentleman ſee, that if this Right be re. 

gulated, it mult be given up? | „ 

On the other hand, Sir, Spain pretends to a Right to 

ſearch our Ships in the open Seas of America, and to ſeize 

and confiſcate them, if they be found failing out of their dus 

Courſe, or if any Goods, which they are pleaſed to call 

contraband, be found on board. Does not every Gentleman 

ſee that this Right muſt be granted, muſt be eſtabliſhed, be- 

fore it can be regulated? Therefore, it may be juſtly ſaid, 

that, by this Preliminary, we have ſurtender'd the Right 
we pretend to, and eſtabliſhed the Right the Spaniards pre- 
tend to; or at leaſt, that we have laid a Foundation for ex- 
preſsly ſurrendering the one, and eſtabliſhing the other, 
by the ſolemn Treaty that is to be concluded in purſuance 
of this Preliminary, This is the leaſt we have done by this 
Preliminary ; and that is the more diſhonourable, the more 
ſcandalous, becauſe the Right we pretend to, is a Right 
eſtabliſhed by the Law of Nature, enjoy'd by all Nations, 
and confirmed to us by every 1 reaty ſubſiſting between the 
two Crowns: Whereas, the Right the Spaniards pretend 
to, is a Servitude, which no Nation ever pretended to im- 
ſe upon another, nor did ever the molt contemptible 
Nation under the Sun ſubmit to it. To which I muii add 
another Misfortune, that all the Regulations that can, in 
either of theſe Caſes, be eſtabliſhed, are to be explained and 
Judged cf by Spaniſh Governors and Captains of np 
, oſta 55 
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Thus, Sir, it appears, we have ne 

way all Hopes d future Security 3” wid now I ſhall make 
appear, we have done the ſame with reſpect to Repa> 
tion for” paſt Injuries. By 4 commiſſorial Way of 
eckoning our Negotiators reduced the Demands of their 


7 fay, for prompt Payment, they prete end to have ob- 
ined for us: Rasse have they obtained it? They allow 
ain to deduct 60,006 1. on account of a moſt frivolous 
mand they ſet up againſt us, and before Spain pays any 
ing to us they have allowed them to extort in the m 
juſtifiable Manner from our South-Sea Company 68,000 i. 
heſe two Sums reduced what Spain was to'pay to us, by 
ay of Reparation, to 72,000 J. and from this Sum th 
ave allowed them to deduct 45,0007. a pretty modeſt Al- 
dwance, for prompt -Puyment : Then there remains bat 
,000 l. and for this they have allowed them to detain, 
dd convert to their own Uſe, five Britiſh Ships, which the 
ting of Spain 'had-before promiſed to reſtore, and had 
ually ſent Cedala's to the Weſt-Indies for that Purpoſe; 


 dus RF hich five Ships, I mean thoſe mentioned in the 4th Article 
call WTF this Treaty, were worth 30 or 40,0007. Does not every 
man de ſee, Sir, that inſtead of our getting any Reparation by 
be⸗ ais Treaty for paſt Injuries, we have really allowed the 
aid, raniards to keep to the Value of at leaſt 3, if not 14,0007. 
bt what they had before obliged themſelves to reſtore? 


nd this, I ſuppoſe, our Negotiatiors allowed them by Way 
f a Reward for their allowing the ſham, ſtipulated Pay- 


her, zent of 95,000 J. to be mentioned in this Treaty. Ia 
nce onſideration of which ſham, ſtipulated Payment, we have 
this ven them a general Releaſe for all Demands, and all — 
ond juries. Sir, if we had freely given them a general Re- 
ght aſe, we might have had ſomething to boaſt of: We * 
— ve bragged of our generous and forgiving Temper ; bu 
the be thus chouſed out of all our juſt Demands, muſt make 
end the Ridicule of every Foreigner that hears of it. Can 
im- ch a ſham Reparation, ſuch a lumping Bargain as this; be 
ible id to be an Acknowledgment in the Spaniards of their 
add laving been in the wrong to us? So far otherwiſe, that it 


duſt be ſuppoſed, they inſiſted upon our lumping away our 


and emands in this Manner, on purpoſe to avoid their being 
arda bliged to acknowledge themſelves in the wrong, or to ac- 


puntry to 200,000 J. and this Sum, allowing a Trifle, as 
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nno 1 2 Geo. knowledge that any of our Ships had been unjuſtly ſearched; 
In I — ſeized, > 3 five Ships they had before 
WY YN acknowledged to be ſo; and provided we would allow they 
to keep theſe five Ships, I ſuppoſe they were, willing @ 
agree, to allow us what they valued them at by way 
Reparation, l 1A = ot 
This, Sir, is in reality, whatever we may pretend, the 
only Reparation we are to meet with from Spain; and thi 
Reparation they had promiſed us before this Conventigu 
was thought of. The 60, ooo J. which we have allowed 
them for their Ships, which we took and deſtroy d in the 
Year 1718, can be no Reparation to us, whatever it may 
be to them; becauſe they had no Pretence for any ſuch Ns 
mand, The taking and deſtroying of thoſe Ships was what 
we had a juſt Title to from their Infraftion of Treaties! 
It was then reckoned ſuch a Piece of public Service, that 
Sir George Byng was made a Peer for it; and if we pn 
m.ſed to reſtore. them by the Treaty in 1721, we performed 
that Promiſe, as far as was incumbent upon us: We pn 
miſed only to reſtore them in the Condition they were in; 
We did not promiſe to repair them, or to make them; fi 
for Service; and if the Spaniards would not take them, be. 
cauſe they would not be at the Expence of repairing them 
it was their Fault. Therefore J muſt ſuppoſe our Negs. 
t:a:ors allowed of this Demand for no other Reaſon, but in 
oder to have a Pretence to ſay, they had obtained ſome Son 
of Reparation ; and the 68,000 /. tg be paid by our South 
Sea Company, I muſt look on as a, Condeſcenſion of the 
fame Nature. The King of Spain had juſtly no ſuch De 
mand upon the Company: If he had, they had much 
= greater Demands upon him : The Court of Spain itſelf 
„ | lows they have a Juſt Demand for above four Times tha 
| Sum; therefore the moſt that Court could inſiſt on, was 
Compenſation ; but the Truth is, I believe, they are 6 
ſolved never to pay the Company a Shilling; and our Ne 
gotiators allowed them to inſiſt upon the immediate. Pay: 
ment of this 68, ooo J. upon a Promiſe to pay it back to 
= - them by way of Reparation. Can this be called a Reps 
= ration made by Spain? Can it be called a Reparation made 
rd to this Nation? If the Company would agree to pay it, 
which I believe they will not, it might be ſome Reparation 
to our injured Merchants; but a Reparation made to them 
by our own South-Sea Company can never be ſaid to be 
Reparation made by Spain; nor can a Reparation made by 
one Part of our own People to another be ſaid to be a Re- 
paration made to the Nation. Th 
. * 1 have now, I hope, clearly ſhewn, Sir, that by this 
dro bats | Convention, 
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future Pretences to every one of them, Therefore I 
nnot think that any Gentleman, who conſiders himſelf 
ly as a Member of this Houſe will agree to our approach- 
> the Throne of our Sovereign with ſuch an Addreſs as 
s been propoſed. Immediate War may not be the Con- 
guence of our refuſing our Approbation ; but immediate 
famy to the Nation will, in my Opinion, be the certain 


ght to be avoided, It ought to be avoided by all Means, 
ſcandalous, cowardly Means, A Nation that has once. 
the Character of being cowardly, or too fearful of en- 
ping in War, muſt always be in a Sort of War, They 
H always be ſuffering War, but never making any. This, 
am afraid, has been too much our Caſe for 17 or 18 Years 
ſt: We have had our Towns beſieged, our Ships taken, 
ar Merchants plundered, and our Seamen barbarouſly 
eated, without our declaring War, or committing any 
oſtilities on qur Side. Long before the Treaty of Seville, 
de Spaniards began their Depredations ; We then bought 
race ata dear Rate; at the Price of ſacrificing the Friend, 
lip and Confidence of one of our beſt Allies. While we 
ere getting Provinces for Don Carlos, which has ſince 
rocured him Kingdoms, the Spaniards ſuſpended a little 
eir Depredations ; but they never granted us any Re- 
aration for what was paſt, nor Security againſt future, tho 
iey promiſed both by that Treaty: On the contrary, as 
don as their Turn was ſerved, they renewed their Depre- 
ations with more Vigour and Cruelty than ever. And 
all we approve of a Treaty, which, inſtead of preventing 
hem, will give the Spaniards what they never had before, 
Title to continue them; for this muſt be the Caſe, if in 
urſuance of this'Preliminary we agree by a ſolemn Treaty 
o any Regulations, either with regard to our Right to a 
ee Navigation, or with regard to the Right they pretend 
d of Searching our Ships upon the open Seas, and ſeizing 
zem, if found failing out of their due Courſe, or with any 
oods on board, which they are pleaſed to call contraband. 
Our agreeing, Sir, to ſuch a Treaty muſt neceſſarily in- 
dlve us at laſt ina War, unleſs we have a Mind to give up 
r Plantations and Weſt-India Trade: Whereas our refuſing 
dur Approbation to this Preliminary will prevent any ſuch 
vlemn Treaty's being negotiated, and may prevent a War; 
or if Spain has the leaſt Dread of our Reſentment or 
"ower ; if this Nation is not already brought into the ut- 
Ir oft Contempt, When Spain ſees that they cannot amuſe a 
N ; D 2 Britiſh 
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pnſequence of our granting it. I ſhall allow that War 


nvention we have obtained no Satisfaclion, no Security, Anno 1: Se 


Reparation; but that on the contrary we have given up II. 1238.9. 
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60% 
Britiſh Parliament, as well as a Britiſh Minty, . hey wi 


apree to do us Juſlic in a peaceable 
5 Sake, Sir, what, are we afraid of? _ 977 


t 
8 7 cant not: Til onourable endend 8850 Bur on F 
Motion, has himſelf given a god a Rea ſon, why we ſhou 
not ſubmit to an infampus Peace, The Race is not not to the 
Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong, tis God that Ap the 
Victory; - and when we have fo jaſt a Cauſe, we. 1 701 
Reaſon to hope for the Aſliſtance of God Almig ht enten 
will be ſufficient for us, even tho', by means o 
Negotiations and Conduct, we may now literally fy, 
have none elſe to put out Truſt in, but him. 

The Circumſtances of Europe, Sir, are indeed at * 
in a dangerous, a moſt terrible Situation ; and the preſeni 
Circumſtances of this Nation cannot 'tis true, be ſaid to he 
happy'; but the Honourable  Gentleman' who made this 
Motion is, I think, one of the laſt that ought to have 
uſe of ſuch. an Argument for our approving, of 2 di 
nourable or deſiruftive Treaty. If we have 1 
Affairs of Europe into an a al Situatio 


pending our R 2 
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. and pernicious Ie z ef xecially \ when by 


4 Treaty we are to get nothing, not ſo much as a 57055 


of Hoſtilities, and are to af a general 11 of 
a of 


ah 82 855 8 
could have in 


the fo 
according to the 1 we had Ht Sein Ko 
make with regard'to the latter. 


I therefore hope, Sir, that no Gentleman will wig 
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his Nature, I can't with that Duty I think I owe my 
Country, and thoſe I have the Honour to repreſent, fit ſtill 
nd only mp On he ion before us: For I 
ook on this Addreſs that is pr to be made his Ma- 
ty, to be no more than a Vote of Approbation of the 
aſures taken by the Adminiſtration, and of Thanks for the 
Bleſſing the Nation has obtained by this Conyention with 
Spain, of which I once ſaid before, had: a Meſſenger with 
proper Inſtructions been ſent over in a Fiſher- Boat, he would 
Rave brought us back.a better than that we have got. 
A to any Compliments that are to be paid his Majeſty, 
no one is more ready to join in them than myſelf ; but as 
by. the Laws of this Land the King can do no wrong ; ſo 
[ look on this Convention as the Work of the Miniſter, 
Wand as ſuch I ſhall ſpeak. of it; and that it is ſois clear, for 
vetybody, let him be never ſo dim-ſighted' (that has not 


r 


ſuch had Duſt thrown, into his Eyes) muſt ſee that this glorious 
alten onvention, that has coſt the Nation not above | Half a. 
for: Million of Money, is more a miniſterial Expedient to get 
rien yer this Seſſion of Parliament, .than a Thing calculated 
x, to ther for the Dignity of the Crown, the Satisfaction of the 
De, erchants, or Reparation for the repeated Inſults on the 
ed _tq onour of the Nation. n. | 
"0 When I firſt, read the. Convention, I was ſutprized to 
mer, find. that our indiſputable Right to free Navigation, and no 


Search at any Diſtance from Land, was to be referr'd to Ple- 
nipotentiaries at a future Congreſs: The referring. an in- 


diſputable Right, is in a Manner weakening fs This, hot 
| bs | : 


* As incapable 4s I am of entering, into 2 Debate of Lord Gage. 
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Arifiox2.Geo. that T apprehend, that any Miniſter at Home or Abreu 

Ik 3738-9 nl ever dare give up this Right of ours. 

But why is this to be diſcuſſed in's future Treaty? Why; 

aſter the Reſolutions the Parliament laſt Year came into; 

was not this the firſt Article in the Convention. Sine ug 

nom, as to any Treaty with Spain, can there be any one 

weak enough to imagine, that Plenipotentiaries fitting at's 

round Table with Pen, Ink, and Paper before-theys cay 

procure for this Nation what our Fleet could not bag 

done laſt Year with Cannon, Powder, and Bal? 

« Beſides, by having deferr'd doing ourſelves Juſtice; 

S England may have loſt a very lucky Juncture: France and 

Spain were not'then on ſo good Terms, as I am afraid 

x are at preſent. Had the Spaniards been attacked laſt Year 

in New Spain, we ſhould have found them unprovided, their 

Garriſons without Men, and their Fortifications out of Re- 

pair. But this they haye taken Care to remedy for "the 

future, by the great Number of 'Troops they have fince 

| ſent thither, and by working Day and Night at their Fort 

| tifications. 8 2 r 

But as on the one hand they 2 ſtronger, ſa 

we on the other are grown weaker and poorer: We, Sir, 

laſt Year threw away a vaſt Sum of Money to no Purpoſe, 

but to be laughed at by all Nations, and they by our Leays 

are bringing home, in their Galleons, vaſt Sums of Mas 

ney to be employ'd againſt uus. 

What have we been doing for theſe laſt twenty Yeary 

but negotiating to no Purpoſe ? What is there in this Treaty 

more than in all former Ones ? Did not Spain by the Treaty 

of Madrid, in the Year 1721, which Treaty was confirmed 

by another in the ſame Year, called the Tripple Alliance, 

ſtipulate that all former Treaties ſhould be confirmed, and ex 

preſly promiſed that all Goods, Merchandizes, Money, Ships, 

and other Effects, which have been ſeized as well in Spain 

as the Indies, ſhould be ſpeedily reſtored in the ſame kind, 

or according to the juſt and true Value of them, at the Time 

they were ſeized ? Has there been a Tittle of this performed? 

Has our Merchants ever had any Satisfaction made them 

for their Ships, their Effects and Money they were plunder i 
of? Why, no. emu 

« But yet every Man, who at that Time did not believe 

they ſhould, was looked upon as a Jacobite, a Man dĩſaſſect 

ed to his Majeſty, or at leaſt to his Miniſter, which was as 

bad, if not worſe. So far were the Spaniards from per- 

forming one Article of this Treaty, that they uſed us worſe 

than ever, and ſo continued doing till the Merchants came 

with freſh Complaints, which they laid again _ — 
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Jouſe of Commint, where-I'can't'fay,/-they avert very cl. A e 
illy uſed by ſome ; however, they made out very .clearthe *% 2735-8 
llegations of the Petition, and ore ad noting 
ontradiction. 
Upon this, vi Reſolutions were again enter'd into 
dy the Houſe of Common to obtain Juſtice and Satisfaction 
ar the Merchants; and in order to obtain it, our then and 
preſent Miniſters finding that they had not ſucceeded in 
ne Treaty they had yet made, enter d into another 14 
he Treaty of Seville, ſigned in the Year-1729; | 
By the firſt Article of this Treaty all poner Treaties 
F Peace, Friendſhip and Commerce, are again renewed and 

pnfirmed ; and Spain .expreſsly iſed not to do any 
—— ſuffer any: Thing to be doe, thar might be . 

. indir, $8 PS: BA 

4 In the 4th. Article of this reaty-it is particularly 
25 that the Commerce of the Engliſh Nation in Ame- 
— Ae be exerciſed a 4 And that Orders 
| be diſhatones! without _ yup to the Indies for 


* It it Perpaſe. 4 . | 
10 be By the öck Anicle af it, nn 0 5 
ir, named who were to ſettle the Limits and Pretenſions of the 


erehants: And Spain promiſed to exeeute punctually and 
eh. within fix Months, what ſhould be decided by the 
Commiſſaries, who were to make their Report in three 
ears; but there being nothing: done in the firſt three Years, 
the Term was renewed for three Years more, in order to 


7 Wo nothing —— „which ſucceeded accordingly. 

uy And I remember very well, that an honourable Gentle- 
1 nan on the Floor * oppoſite to me did at the Time of the 
* making this Treaty often ſay, that he was ſure if the Go- 
= vernment would give the Merchants the Money that was 


to be allowed the Commiſſaries, they would get more by 
that, than from the Treaty, which I think has proved but 
too true: For thoſe Gentlemen for themſelves have not 
received leſs than twenty thouſand Pounds ; whereas the 
erchants have not received twenty Pence. 

| © But yet at that time this honourable Gentleman as well 
as myſelf, and all thoſe who thought as we did, were looked 
pon as a Sett of diſaffected People, as they are now who 
1 don't like this Convention, and expect no more Good from 
it than from all the former Treaties. 

And as for my Part, I own I expect no Good from it, 
* apprehend much Hurt: Our Right to free * 


— 
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Mr. Pulteney. 
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miſſaries. 


Lin 5 
Pee find allo; -whae 1 call be E Sr 
8 King of — that the South- Sea oO 
Affiento Contract will be annulled by 1 

refuſed . (afew. Days ago in a full Court to pay the ſixty 
eight thouſand Pounds, the King of Spain demands of thee 


by that. Proteſt deliver'd to Mr.'Kgene. What Authority 


Mr. Keene could have to make this Ba for the Soul. 
Sea Company, and give up a P rey they are enticldd v 
by Virtue af Treaties and Acts I'caxth 
prehend. OY FIST rb ee Fl 
et ſo t a Body ngliſhmen Tow 

— — . leaſt the Procedien of Pe 
The next Thing that I have good ag x ey 
will be given up, or at leaſt taken from. as, is 
hitherto ſupported by _m * of — ene, 
Jliament, and granted by yal-Charter to the 2 
Traſtets i For you will Fad by the cont Aricis of 
Convention, that the poor People, who, under the Protein 
of this Government, have trandpoited. theinielves thither, 
are to be. left naked and defenceleſs, expoſed to the 
of the Spaniards, whenever they pleaſe to attack them, 
_—_ refrained from the Means — Ah on. For 
y that Article it is agreed, that nei Spaniards not 
they ſhould raiſe any Fortiſcations. 


Now, Sir, I can ſee but one Reaſon, why this was 
pulated in the Manner I have mentioned, for it regards 
only us (we demanding no Part of the King of Spain; 
— 1h and that is this; our Miniſters finding thm 

Spain did not much like our Settlement at Georgia, and 
they net daring; by a ſolemn Treaty to yield it up, they 
might whiſper the Spaniſn Miniſters, and tell them we at 
ſorry we don't dare give it you up, but we will agree it hall 
be left defenceleſs, and then you may eaſily it, and 
we not called to an Account for it: This is not at all Im. 

robable, when we conſider how induſtrious our 'Minifters 
— been to ſind out Expedients to de well wich Spain, 'for 
the Good of their Country. 

Now I have been ſhewing you what I apprehend we 
ſhall loſe ; let us ſee a little what it is we have a Prof 
of getting: That of no . free Navigation, and 
faction to our Merchants, I am fare it won't be, ' for the 
Reaſons I have mentioned before, as well as from what felt 
from the honourable Gentleman that ſpoke laſt ; for it is 
not to be ſuppoſed, but what as far as fair Means would go 
every Method has been already try'd: And he juſt now a: 


* (25) | 
20d as told us, we could proceed by nd other: For:that Anno t2 Gea: 
ve bad neither Money to go to War with, nor Friend, nor II. 1738-9. * 
Ily in zhe World to ſupport * and he muſt know, wha 
4 been nur grand Negotiator ſox theſe laſt twenty Years 4 
pretty Account, L muſt own, be hay given us of the Sug- 
ſs of his Negotiations, as well as prudent Declaration 
rom ene In bis: el.. 12 %: nc t 8 nine ant af » 
But by this Treaty he tells, us, there is to be ampla 
atisſaction given to our Merchants; bow far they are ſa- 
isfy'd with the Convention the Houſe may judge, from 
hat they have heard them declare at the Bar. 
« He ſays, they are to receive 19856, oog i will be in full 
atisfaction for their Loſſes tho! by, the Bye, their Demanda 
n Spain were for 349,000 J. but our-Commiſſary,-by-a 
troke of his Pen, reduced them to 200,000 J. being as he 
hought full enough for. our Merchants, and then to induce 
pain to Prompt-Payment 45000 J. more was ſtruck off, 
bich brings it to the Sum che honourable Gentleman has 
zentioned Spain is certainly to pay us: And upon this 
Point, I find, he chiefly ſeems to extol the Goodneſs of the 
onvention, and the Ability of the Miniſters in bringing 
pain to this Condeſcenſion: For that Spain paying the 
ney was owning her Fault, and declaring the Hlegality 
f her Proceedings: In anſwer to this, in the firſt place, L 
on't believe Spain will ever pay us a Farthing of the 
oney; and in the next Place, ſuppoſe the Money men- 
joned ſhould be paid the Merchants, let us fee how much 
pain is to pay us of it. ds | 2 n 108 
Why in the firſt Place towards making up the 155, oo. 
dr. the Satisfaction of the Merchants, Spain inſiſts on Eng- 
nd allowing her 60000 J. as the remaining Part of a Debt 
ye to her for having deſtroy'd her Fleet in the Year 1718. 
ery gracious indeed, that they did not carry her Demand 
far back as Queen Elizabeth's Reign, for the Fleet then 
eſtroy d! | | | | 
But as ſtrange as this Demand of Spain may ſeem from 
er, it is much more ſo in thoſe who have agreed to it, for 
has been already once fatisfy'd, as appears by thoſe Pa- 
ers on your Table, which are Copies of the Inſtructions 
nt to our Miniſters in Spain at the Treaty of Seville, 
herein is mentioned as follows. © In caſe Spain ſhall make 
any further Demands of you for the Loſs of their Fleet, 
dettroy'd by Sir George Byng, afterwards Lord Torrington, 
you are to tell the Spaniſh Miniſters, that Spain has been 
already amply ſatisfy'd, and you are not to enter into any 
ſarther Niſcuſſipn with them on that Head. _n 
Another Time Spain paid themſelves this Demand 
Vor, VI, E ſeizing 
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es ſeieing the Soath-Sea Company's Effects, Spain at thay 
Ae Rs. i teckiring, that they were ſeized and kept on that Ac 
CAWNg count: But what does it fignify, if for the Sake of obtains 
ing this moſt advantageous Convention we ſhould pay it hee 
at this Time. And then it reduces what Spain is to pay 
us, to 95060 J. ; POLO GS th 2 
In the next Place, towards paying the 950001. the King 
of Spain inſiſts by his Proteſt as I mentioned before, That 
the South-Sea Company ſhall immediately pay him 68000 £ 
being a Debt due to him from the Company, on one Head 
of Accounts, tho' at the ſame Time, on other Heads of 
Accounts, his Majeſty is indebted to the Company a Million 
over and above, as appears on your Table, for which they 
are to ſtay his Time. . 
« Now theſe two Sums make 128,000 /. that I think 
= England is to pay our Merchants inftead of Spain (if ever 
” paid) ſo there remains but 27000 J. for Spain to pay; of 
ih which 27000 J. ſhe has taken Care to be excuſed from paying 
one Farthing, as appears by the Stipulations by way of 
Draw-back, inſerted in the 4th Article of the Convention, 
and the 2d ſeperate Article. | | 
For by thoſe Articles Spain is to deduct out of the 
Money ſhe is to pay whatever ſhe: may have already given 
in Satisfaction for any of our Ships that have been taken: 
And England is alſo to allow Spain the Value of the St. 
'Theteſa, a Ship of theirs that had been ſeized in the Port 
of Dublin in the Year 1735. All this is to be ſettled by 
our Plenipotentiaries, and I think we ſhall come off well, if 
en the Balance of Accounts inſtead of receiving the 27000 l. 
we ſhan't be obliged to pay an Overplus to Spain. Here 
ends, Sir, a ſhort Narrative of the ample Satisfaction Eng- 
land is to receive from Spain for the 340,000 /. due to 
her Merchants. A moſt glorious Convention I muſt own, 
and ſuch a Maſter-Piece in Politics, that I dare ſay none of 
the Machiavilians of the Age, but our own at the Head of 
Affairs, could have thought of! | ; 
But yet, after all this, we ſhall be told I dare ſay, that 
this thorough Diſlike to the Convention, and Flame the 
Nation is in, is raiſed only by a Parcel of Merchants and dif 
contented People, who only want to turn out the Miniſters. 
No, Sir, that is not the Caſe, for it is not the Miniſters 
but their Meaſures that have kindled this Flame: Fach 
will always ſpeak for themſelves, and Merchants will al 
ways know their own Intereſt. 
But when the continued Depredations on our Mer- 
cbants; the repeated Inſults on the Honour of the Nation, 
the Cruelties and Barbarities exerciſed on our Sailors, out 
Country 
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lav 


Redreſs from this Convention than a Piece of waſte 
aper, no wonder that the Heart of every Evgliſhman 
hould be en flame. 34 wary + , 

I beg Pardon, Sir, for having taken up ſo much of your 
ime, but ſhall be againſt this Addreſs to his Majelty, becauſe 


M 
Le 
in- 
yo 
ay 


uy look on this Convention as diſadvantagious to the Mer. 
54 hauts, diſhonourable to King, and ignom inious to the Nation.“ 
ad Mr. How, * Member for Wilts, ſpoke as follows. 
S1R, | a 354-7 

8 I imagine what Gentlemen propoſed to themſelves by Vir. How. 
ey amining the Convention was to obſerve, indeed, and 

pint out any Miſtakes that might be in it; but, with this 
nk acention only, that they might thereby aſſiſt and enable 
ver $ is our Duty) thoſe who have the Conduct of Affairs, to 
of ing them to the happy Iſſue of eſtabliſhing, by peaceable 
my eans, all our ſeveral Rights, and more particularly that 
of f a free Navigation, ſubject to no Search; determined at 
on, e ſame Time, if amicable Means fail, to defend our Rights. 

y the ſtrongeſt Methods. But it ſeems I am miſtaken, for 
tha e Intent of ſome Gentlemen proves to be, to lay aſide all. 
en ndeavours for Peace, and to enter immediately upon 
n ear; but I muſt be excuſed from joining with them in 
5 Rat, and ſhall continne my View of preſerving and ſe- 
ort uring, by amicable Means, all our Rights, agreeable to the 
by advice we ourſelves gave his Majeſty. I do not th nk, Sir, 
. 1 he Conſideration of the Convention itſelf to be of fo ex - 
8 L nſivs a Nature as it may at firſt appear; I will therefore 
** onſine myſelf very claſely to it, that I may not treſpaſs 
58 po long upon the Indulgence. of the Hcuſe: And as it is a 
2 Point entirely National, I will exclude all Conſiderations 
* dut what are National: Neither Friendſhip, nor, what is 
3 et more powerful, its Contrary, nor any of the narrow 
I of iews of Party ſhall find the leaſt Admittance. The Opi- 


ion I ſhall deliver you will be that of a plain Country 
entleman, who lives upon his Rents, and being ſatisfied 
$ Rents depend on the Trade of the Nation, will be care- 
ll no way to injure that Trade upon which bis own Re- 
nue depends ; And as that is to be the Caſe of all landed 
len, we ought to be very cautious" in our Proceedings to 
void every Thing that may any way obſtruct that good 
cels in this Negotiation, which it is ſo particularly our 
Duty to further and advance, and to which any raſh or un- 
dviſed Step may prove very detrimental ; for all foreign 
. a * 2 2 Teng! Courts 
®* Since created a Peer -2t Britain by the Titie ON 
| — a Peer of Great Britain by the Titic ot Baron 
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duntrymen thrown into Dungeons, and chained lite Anno 12 g 
es; I ſay when this is conſider d, and no more Proſpect II £1738-y. 


Anno 12. 800. Courts give great Attention to our Parliamentary Proceed - 
II. 1738-9: inge, & 
MWYO 


to which the'Houſe adviſed his Majeſty: But if I had not, 
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pecially thoſe who are at Variance with us, and 
perhaps much more to the Proceedings of the leſſer, than 
of the greater Number. But upon this Head, and that &, 
Treaties in general, I ſhall 5 repeat the Words of Sir 
William Temple, à Perſon well verſed in Negotiations, who 
writing of a Circumſtance of Time — reſembling 'ours 
ſays, It will be always Labour in vain; to make Treaties 
© and carry on Negotiations Abroad, unleſs N is up 
Home an Union to ſupport them. 

I laſt Year gave my Conſent to this Meaſure for Peace, 


yet as it is by the Advice of Parliament, and by the Crown's 

urſuing that Advice, become the Meaſure of my Country; 
i ſhould now have thought it indiſpenſably my Duty to con- 
tribute to my Country's Succeſs in it. Such was the Maxim 
of. that People, who ſhew d the moſt public Spirit, and who 
kept their Liberty the longeſt. They, after the -warmelt 
Diſputes in the Senate, always concluded unanimouſly- with 
that candid and generous Expreſſion, Quad benz wertat 
Reipublice : And. as all Nations agree in chat Maxim} L 
hope we ſhall now put it in Execution. 

But, Sir, I proceed to the Convention nel, but will 
take it up no higher than the laft:Sefſion of Parliamen 
which gave Birth to it, and will avoid bewildering myſe 
either in the Labyrinth of Treaties; or Accounts; . by 

In the laft Seſſion of Parliament; che moving Relucions 
which the Merchants gave you of their Loſſes, the oom 
paſſionate Senſe you expreſſed of them, and the juſt Tt 
dignation that aroſe: in every Man's Breaſt induced 1. 
Houſe to addreſs his Majeſty, That be would endeav 
by amicable Means, 'to: procure Reparations of their Loſi! 
and Security for their future Trade; and that, if':thoſs 
Meaſures ſhobld fail, we would: ſupport him in ſach as ke 
ſhould then find neceſſary. Here, Sir, give me leave to 
obſerve, that we aſſured him of our Support in the ſbrmer 
Meaſure, as well as in the latter, and not only ſo, but in the 

former - preferably to the W which -Afſeratce J. hop 
we ſhall make good.. C1 290 on 

In conſequence of this our Advice, Negotiations were 
entered into, and a, Convention or Agreement ſigned, by 
which a certain Sum was ſtipulated. for: Reparation of Gu 
Loſſes, and a certain Time limited: ſa "Circumſtance not 10 
be over-looked) in which all other Matters in diſpute ars th 
be diſcuſſed, and ſettled according to the Treaties now 
Being, and all Power of Treating to determine at that 


Time ; This Tehink to ** date 
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1 do think the Convention to be agreeable te chονfτ Ad. 
ce: What is poſitive in it, is unqueſfionably rights 
hat is undetermined, and left to be diſcuſſed by the Pleni - 
dtentiaries,vnho ohe cars ſpeak of with Ccertainty. All 
erefore that I ſhall ſuy on that Subject is, that T mdſt 
zartily wiſh, the Event may be the procering-us Security 
r all our Rights, and particularly for that of an uninter- 
pted Navigation, free from all Search z but as the Event 
in the Breaſt of Time, Which no one c. fathom, and as 
dught to hope the beſt; I can by no Means give myſelf 
ave tothink of making ſo raſh, ſo deſperate u Step, as at 
de to break thre? all Meaſutes for Peace taken by our ow 
Ivice : Nor can any Thing be more unwWarrintable than 
refuſe to let thoſe "Meaſures, ſo adviſed by ourſelves, be 
d to the End of the no long timę, to Which they are 
fined, and inſtead of that to plunge immediatly into a War, 
hich is the Tendency of all the Arguments on the other 
le of the Queſtion. And now, Sir, chat I have mentioned 
ar, I cannot but beg Gentlemen to feflect, that if our 
ights can be preſerved without War (arid no one can take 
d himſelf to ſay that is impoſſible) what a Load of Blood 
ill he draw on his own Head, who ſhall engage his Country 
an unneceſſary War! Now the Convention ſtanding thus, 
agrees petfoctiy with the Advice we gave the Crown, 
d. does fully warrant the Addreſs we are moved to make; 
d in which I-could' not but imagine we ſhould all have 
dited'; finee by it our Night of free Navigation, without 
arch, which ſome were jealous was to be given up, is ſo 
i aſſerted and ſccared. OG 4 
+. The firſt and greateſt Objection made to the Convention 
That the Miniſters have not begun with the proper 
rticle, nor in a proper Manner. I think, Sir, that Me- 
od muſt be andoubtedly the beſt, which leads moſt readi- 
and ſafely to the deſited End; and to me it does plainly 
dpear*that the Method, which ſome Gentlemen think ought 
have been taken, would have entirely difappointed and 
ſeated it!” They are pleaſed to ſay, that the Negotia- 
dns ought to have begun with the Point of Search, and 
th declaring to Spain, that if ſhe would not, at once, in- 
ntly give up that Point to us, tho* tis the principal one 
di\pute betweeh us, we would not treat at all with them. 
rely, Sir, ſuch an abrupt and arbitrary Proceeding could 
ve had no other Effect but that of putting an End at 
ce to all Thoughts of peaceable Menues ; ſuch a Me- 
od as that / no one, even in private Life, would have ſub- 
itted to; nor cbuld any Thing but Confuſion have attend- 
k. But now what Diſadvantage cati.come to us by per- 


Geo. 
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Anno 12 geo. mitting our Right to be debated ? Which is' the Obj 
II. 3738-9. Why, it is ſaid, that by ſuffering it to be debated, it 
SW NL weakened, and brought in Doubt. ; Surely No, Siri; bu 
had 


No, Siri; 
on the contrary, it is thereby. ſtrengthened and. freed-fnom 
all Doubt: A, gogd Title always receives Advantage from 
Examination; none but a bad one flies the Light; and 
we refuſed to let | ours be examined; would not that have 
ſhewn a Doubt of it, even in ourſelves? But further: Do 
not the Spaniards, hy ſubjectiug likewiſe their Pretenſiom, 
equally weaken them ? They certainly do: What Adyan- 
tage do they then get by it? None at all. But we get a 
manifeſt Ad vantage by it; for whoeyer conſiders the Clauſe 
in the Addreſs propoſed relating to Freedom from - Search 
muſt agree, that our Plenipotentiaries cannot now (give 
that up: We have then this Advantage by permitting ou 
Title to be examined, that our Right cannot ſuffer any Di. 
minution, but may receive a Confirmation hy it. Thus; 
Sir, it appears plainly, that the Method ſome(Gentlemen 
think ought to have been taken woyld have been ſucceſs 
leſs; and undeniably. plain it is likewiſe, that the Method 
purſued has been attended not only with the Syeceſs' of pro- 
curing Reſtitution for our Loſſes, but at the ſame time, and 
thro' that, with the further Advantage of drawing fromthe 
Spaniard at leaſt an imply'd Admiſſion of our Right 3 and 
they who deny that, and treat it with the utmoſt Slight, 
cannot however diſpute but that it furniſhes us with a ney 
Argument, and does open and make plain the Way-t04 
more formal Recognition: It therefore. appears to me-t0 
have been evidently the more preferable Method. 

. © The next Objection, which has any Shew of Weight-in 
it is, that a great Sum of Money in, fitting out a Fleet, ani 
a great deal of Time have been waſted, and had no Effedt. 
As to the Effect of the Fleet, I defire the Gentlemen 1 
conſider, how little Spain is (according to their own Ac- 
counts) diſpoſed to do us the leaſt . Juſtice, and then I least 
It to them to determine, what Influence our Fleet muſt-have 
had. And as to the Time ſuppoſed to have been waſted 
J muſt obſerve, that leſs Time will ſerve indeed to doa 
wrong than to do a right Thing : The Miniſters had Time 
enough to plunge us into an unneceſſary War; but as-to 
what Time is required to adjuſt and ſettle the numerous and 
jarring Intereſts of two great Nations, who have Poſleſſions 
in all Parts of the World, they who are leaſt Maſters af 
ſuch Affairs, will be moſt apt to think it an eaſy Taſk that 
requires but little Time. But further, as to the Time 1 
muſt obſerve, that beſides the Reſtitution of our Loſſes, 
and the at leaſt imply d Admiſſion of our Right to be 2 
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1 all Seareh; more hab been done in the Time, than Anto i Geh 

es at firſt appear; for in conſidering the ſeveral Things, II. 2738-5. 
order to make this Convention, moſt of the Points . 
diſpute muſt neceſſarily have received ſuch a Degree 

Difcufſion, as will prepare them for a' more eafy 
termination. I cannot therefore think, that either 
Time or the Money has been ſo miſ-ſpent. In the 
>he- therefore that I ſee the Convention, and the Ob- 
ions made to it, I cannot but think the Addreſs propoſed 
hich is the Point in Debate) to be a very proper one. It 
es me, Sir, infinite Pleaſure, as T conceive it will the 
gdom great Satisfaction, by the Declaration in it againſt 
Search: The People have been blown up into an Ima- 
tion that their Right of Navigation, free from all 


iE 


— h; was to be given up and ſacrificed; and a very great 
D. rment has been raiſed in the Nation by it, which I hope 
un ſubſide, when they fee, by our Addreſs, how little 
_— dundation ſuch a Report had; and that they will now reft 
ceſs ured, that if we cannot ſucceed in our well-intentioned 
thot adeavours of ſaving them from that Increaſe of Taxes, 
wr ich a War muſt unavoidably lay upon them, and that a 
1 ar ſhall prove unavoidable, their Rights will in caſe of a 


r bedefended with that Reſolution which always attends | 
dateneſs of Counſel, and is never found to accompany 
Meaſures, Indeed, Sir, I think that in the preſent 
ircumſtance of Things no other Reſolution can reafonably 
taken by the Houſe-but that contained in the Addreſs. 

n have no Intereſt to injure my Country; and did I not 
ink this Addreſs tended to advance the Good of it, my 

n as well as the public Intereſt would difincline me to 
: But as I do moſt ſincerely think it for the Good of my 
8 _ it muſt have my Approbation.“ 

Mr. Pitts, 17 20 | 
I can by no means think that the complicated Queſtion William Pitts, 
dw before us is the proper the dire& Manner of taking Eſq; 
e Senſe of this Committee. We have here the ſoft 
ame of an humble Addreſs to the Crown propoſed, and 
no other End but to lead Gentlemen into an Approbation 
the Convention. But is this that fall deliberate Exa- 
ation, which we were with Defiances called upon to 
e? Is this curſory blended Diſquiſition of Matters of 
h Variety and Extent all we owe to ourſelves and our 
duntry ? When Trade is at Stake it is your laſt Retrench- 
ent; you muſt defend it, or periſh ; and whatever is to 
cide that deſerves the moſt diſtin Conſideration, and 
ze moſt direct undiſguiſed Senſe of Parliament. But how 
we now proceeding ? Upon an artificial, miniſterial 
geſtion : Here is all the Confidence, here is the conſcious 
Senſe 


: 
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(32) 
nao x 2.Geo. Senſe of the, greateſt Service that ever wis done to 
Wes x s Country; to be complicating Queſtians, 0 be Jumpi 
Sanction and Approbation, like a Commiſlary's Accomp 
to be covering and taking SanQuary in the Royal Nan 
of meeting openly, and ſtanding fairly the dire 
Judgment and Sentence of Parliament. upon the ſever 
Articles of this Convention. 
« Sir, You have been maved-40 vote an bumble! Ad 
of Thanks to his Majeſty for a Meaſure, which (I will i 
| to Gentlemen's Converfation in the World) is odit 
throughout the Kingdom: Such Thanks are only. due h 
the fatal Influence that framed it, as are due for that low 
unallied Condition Abroad, which is now made a Plea f 
this Convention. To what are Gentlemen reduced in: ſn} 
Port of it? Firſt try a little to defend it upon its-own V 
Tits ; if that is not tenable, throw out general Terrata, 
Houſe of Bourbon is united, who knows the Confeqr 
of a War? Sir, Spain knows the Conſequeyce of. a War 
America; whoever gains, it muſt prove fatal to bet : 8 
knows it, and muſt therefore avoid it; but ſhe knows E 
land does not dare to make it. And what is a Delay 
— is all this magnified Convention is ſometimes =_ 
o produce? Can it produce ſuch ConjunQures as: 
— loſt, while you were giving Kingdoms to Spain, | 
all to bring her back again to that great Branch of the 
Houſe of Bourbon, which is now thrown out to you with 
much Terror ? If this Union be formidable, are we to & 
lay only till it becomes more formidable, by being carr 
farther into Execution, and more ſtrongly cemented ? I 
be it what it will, is this any longer a Nation, or whati 
an Engliſh Parliament, if with more Ships in your Har 
bours than in all the Navies of Europe, wich above.t 
Millions of People in your American Colonies, you. * 
bear to hear of the Expediency of receiving from 8 
inſecure, unſatsfaQtory, diſhonourable Convention "Sir | 
call it no more than it has been proved in this Debates 
carries Fallacy or downright SubjeQion in almoſt eve 
Line: It has been laid open and ex poſed in ſo many ſtronj 
and glaring Lights, that I can pretend to add — 
the Conviction and Indignation it has raiſed. . A 
Sir, As to the great national Objection, the Searching 
your Ships, that favourite Word, as it was called, is 
omitted, indeed, in the Preamble to the Convention, but k 
ſtands there as the Reproach, of the whole, as the ftrong 
Evidence of the fatal Submiſũon that follows:: On the Fail 
vf Spain, an Uſurpation, an inhuman Tyranny claimed m 
exerciſcd over the American Seas; on the Part of mi 


0 


) undoubted oY 
anda meth Tins hi Shy 

referr'd to the Diſcuſſion of Plenipbceiitiaries, . 
id the ſame equal Foot. Sir, by thi axdectes Right 
td de diſcuſſed and to be regulated. "And if ts regulate | 
to pteſcribe Rules, (as_ in all Conflro&ion it is) this 
ight is, by the expreſs Words of this Convention, to be 

ven up and ſacrificed ; for it malt ceaſe to be any ching, | 
om the Moment it is ſabmitted to Limits. 


© The Court of Spain has plainly told you (as a 
Papers upon the able) N 
all navigate by a Line to and from your Plantations in 
nerica ; if you draw near to her Coaſts, (tho from the 
cumſtances of that Navigation you ou ate under an un- 
didable Neceſſity of doing 70 you ſhall be ſeized and con- 
dated: If the won thay Terms only ſhe. has conſented 
refer, what becomes at once of all Security we are 
tter'd with in conſequence of this Reference ? Plenipo- 
ntiaries are to regulate finally 'the r Pretenſions x 
two Crowns, with regard and Navigation 
nerica ; but does 2145 i in Spain reaſon that theſe bee Pre. 
nfions muſt be regulated to the Satisfaction and Honour 
| Pagpng'? No, Si Sirz they conclude, and with Reaſon, 
the high Spirit of their Adminiſtration, from the 
rener with which they have ſo long treated you, that 
Reference muſt end, 43 it bas begun, to their Honour 
Advantage. 


But Gentlemen ſay, the Treaties ſubſiſting are to be 
e Meaſure of this Regulation. Sir, as to Treaties, I will 
ke Part of the Words of Sir William Temple, quoted by 
ze Honourable Gentleman near me, I is vain to > apa 
i make Treaties, if there is not Dignity and Vi 
aforce the Obſervance of them; for under the 
ruction and Miſinterpretation —— Treaties Gas 
ſting, this intolerable Grievance has ariſen ; it has been 
ving upon you Treaty after Treaty, thro 20 Years of 
Fegoriacies, and even under the Di n of Commiſſaries 
whom it was refer d. You have heard from Captain 
aughan at your Bar, at what Time theſe Injuries and In- 
pnities _ Te as a N explanatory Com- 
= upon vention 8 thought fit to grant 
; as another inſolent Proteſt, under the Validity and 
de of which ſhe has ſußer d this Convention to be pro- 
on. Well treat with you, but we'll ſearch and 
| re your Ships ; we we'll fign a Convention, but we'll keep your 
ubjects Priſoners, Priſoners in Old the Weſt-Indics 


remote, Europe ſhall be Witneſs UCL Tom. 
Vor. VI. 1 « Sir 


5 ( 34) | 

Anno 2 Geo. Sir, As to the Inference of an Admiffon Rig 

II. 2738-9. not to be ſearched, drawn from a Reparation r Ship 

unduly ſeized and confiſcated, I think that Argument 

very inconcluſive. The Right claimed by Spain to ſearch 

our Ships is one Thing, and the Excceſſes admitted to have 
another; but ſurely, Sir, reaſoning 

Implication only, is below the Dignity of your Proceedingy, 

upon a Right of this vaſt Im What this Repa- 

ne Loſſes, forced 

upon you by Spain in an Inſtance that has come to Light, 

where your own Commiſſaries could not in Conſcictice 


to a Drawback) it is evidently 
ment only. I will not attempt 


=_ 
: 
ui'Y 
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a dark, confuſed, and ſcarcely ny 
only beg Leave to conclude wi de 
Light ng 8 well * 
ration. in fli to pay to 
ninety Give thoakead Pointe bs a 8 = 
the King of Spain, the South Sea pany is at once 5 
pay fixty eight thouſand of it: If they = 
mit, is ſtill to pay the ninety five thouſand : — 
} it ſtand then? The Aftento Contract is to be . 
1 You are to purchaſe this Sum at the Price of an Sc. 
= Trade, purſuant to a national Treaty, and of an i | 
þ Debt of God knows how many hundred thouſand Pounds Pe 
= due from Spain to the South Sea Company. Here, Sa, 
of is the Submiſſion of Spain by the Payment of a fi . 
| ft Sum; a 'Tax laid upon Subjects of England, . 
19 ſevereſt Penalties, with the reciprocal Accord of an Eν - 
= Atinifter, as a Preliminary that the Convention may . 
figned ; a Condition impoſed by Spain in the moſt abc " 
imperious Manner, and received by the Minifters of E 
land in the moſt tame and abjet. Can any verbal D# * 
tiↄctions, ary Evafions whatever, explain away tho .. . 
pablic Infzmy ? To whom would we diſguiſe it? To owl ! 
——ͤ 3 wh ney . hos 
yes of every Court in Europe: They ſee Spain has talks 
to you like your Mailer, they foe this arbitrary fondearanl = 
Condition, and it muft ſtand with Diſtinction, with a PW 
eminence of Shame, as a Part even of this Convention... * 
* This Convention, Sir, I think from my Soul is . 
thing but 2 Stipalation for national Ignominy ; an Ma — 
Expediert to baffle the Reſentment of the Nation; a In thi 
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© Ws rt Law of Nature, Seit preſervation and Self- defence; 
Surrender of the Rights and Trade of England to the ; 
* M of Plenipotentiaries, and in this ey higheſt 
= and facred Point, future Security, not only inadequate, but 
direaly wy, oe the Reſolutions of Parliament, and 

"© TJ the gracious Promiſe from the Throne. The Complaints 
of your defpairing Merchants, the Voice of England has 
condemned it ; be the Guilt of it upon the Head of the 
1. Adviſer ; God forbid chat this Committee ſhould ſhare the 
"© WY Guile, by approving it? = 

(a Mr. Lytelton, 
* Stn, | | 
From ſome Words that fell from an Honourable Member George Lytel- 
127 BY «to (poke in this Debate, I ſhall begin by wiſhing in the moſt wn, Et 
wall ono Manner, by making it my moſt ardent Prayer, that | 

5 the mercantile Intereſt may be the only Biaſs of our Deli- 
5 berations To-day ; and that neither the Intereſt of a Party, 
Lor much leſs that of any fingle Man, may prevail over 
Dn this, which is the national Concern. For then we ſhall 

"= co our Duty in this great Affair, and our Deciſion of it 
Feu 40 Honour to Parliament. But before I enter farther 
TY into this Debate, I beg Leave to take Notiee of ſome > 
o- that dropt from an Honourable Gentleman, who 
boxe the firſt upon this Queſtion, and which I heard with 
the deepeſt Concern. 
— After he had uſed many Arguments to perſuade us to 
* Peace, to any Peace good or bad, by painting out the Dan- 
* gers of a War, (Dangers I by no Means allow to be what 

he de repreſents them) he crowned all thoſe Terrors with the 
1 Name of the Pretender. It would be the Cauſe of the Pre- 
7 tender: The Pretender would come ! Is the Honourable 


Gentleman ſenſible what this Language imports ? The Peo- 
pe of England complain of the greateſt Wrongs and In- 
digt ĩties; they complain of the Interruption, the De- 
traction of their Trade; they think this Peace has left 
them in a worſe Condition than before ; and in Anſwer to 
All theſe Complaints, what are they told? Why, that their 
continuing to ſuffer all this, is the Price they muſt pay to 
keep the King and his Family on the Throne of theſe 
Rezims, If this were true, it ought not to be owned. 
Will it ftrengthen the Family to have it believed ? But it 
z far from true; the very Reverſe of it is true: Nothing 
ca weaken the Family, nothing can ſhake the Eftabliſh- 
Went, but foch Meaſures as theſe, and ſuch Language as 
(5, 


F 2 Sir, 


err 


PS 


; 


| ( 
00.7.2.Geo, «+ 36m hs ne Reaſon 1 
It. 1738-9- ſpeak. The Honourable Gentleman who firſt moved you 
'Y-. this Queſtion, and ſome Gentlemen fince, bave ftro! 
infiſted, and it was the Sum of all their | 
our Right not to be ſearched is not referr'd to the Di 
cuſſion of Plenipotentiaries, they are only, it ſeems, ta 
conſider how to remedy Grievances. What Grievances, Sir, 
do the Gentlemen mean ? The Grievances of England! 
They admit but of one Remedy, a very ſhort and fimple 
one, and which wants no Conſideration : That our Ships 
ſhall not be ſearched upon any Pretence. This alone can 
go to the Root of our Grievances; all leſs than this 
trifling, burful, fatal to Commerce. Do they mean the 
Grievances of Spain? The illicit Trade? The Remedy for 
that too is already provided; it is already ſettled by our 
Treaties with Spain, that we are not to trade in their Pom 
and Havens i in America ; but if our Ships are found there, 
they muſt be confiſcated. Is not this ſultcient [ defy the 
Honourabie Gentleman who has ſo much Skill in Negs- 
tiation, to diſcover another Expedient to ſecure the Spaniands 
from illicit Trade, which will not be deſtructive to the 
lawful Trade of Great Britain; and, I hope, we ſhall he 
more ſolicitous for our own than for theirs. The Ho 
nourable Gentleman ſaid, the ſettling this would take up 
ſome Time: It will indeed, Sir, for it will never be ſettled; 
i: is morally impoſſible i it can ever be ſettled; and there- 
fore, I think it ought not to have been brooght into Dif- 
_” Had we proceeded conformably to the Intentions of 
ariiament, we ſhould either have afted with Vigour, or 
have obtained a real Security, in an expreſs Acknowledg: 
ment of our Right not to be ſearched, as a Preliminary f 
gud won to our treating at all. This we ought to have in- 
ſiſted on in the Words of La Quadra Proteit (which is the 
Preliminary fine gue nan of that Crown) we _—_— 
— on it in thoſe very Words, as the 
« effential Means to overcome the ſo much debated 
„„ 5 
Kknowledgment, the in Convention ma 
ceeded on, and in — Manner.“ lead oft 
what have we done? We have referr'd it 
tiaries. Is not this weakening our Right ? 
Sir, ſubmit to a Reference, x Fax you may 
moleſted from your Houſe in Town to your Houſe in 
Country? Your Right is clear and undeniable, why. w 
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* His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales was at that Tins 
in the Gallery. Ic 
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ou have it diſcuſſed? But much leſs wanld you reſer it, if Anno. 12 g 
vo of your Judges belonged to a Gang, which bas often IL 17382. 

ped and robbed you in your Way thither before, —— WAY 


« Things that are of a Nature to admit of Temperaments 
n each Party may recede from their reſpective Pretenſions, 
ad come to a Medium to conclude the Diſpute; ſuch 
Things allow of a Diſcuſſion, and may be reſerr d; but 
nen no Medium —— when 8 
ac Temperaments, W to recede one I e, is to give 
| Quettion, thers to agree to-a Diſcaficn, is to eadanges 
he whole: At beſt, it can end in nothing but in both Sides 
zdheripg to their Claim, and leaving all in Uncertainty, to 
zo on as before. And can any thing worſe befal us? Is 
dot this Deſtruction itſelf ? | 
Oh but, faid the Honourable Gentleman, we have 
gained a great Point, in bringing Spain to acknowledge, by 
the preſent Convention, that Grievances have ariſen. in the 
Searching of Ships, and that Means to remedy theſe Grie- 
vances ought to be found out! Sir, Was this ever denied ? -# 
Did Spain ever deny, that her Guarda Cofta's had ſome- 
times committed Exceſſes, that is, ſearched a little too wan- 
tonly, gone a little too far, made ſome irregular Seizures, 
and that this ought to be remedy'd ? All this is expref6ly 
confeſſed in La Quadra's Letter to Mr. Keene, dated the 
10th of February laſt Year, before we ſent out our Fleets, 
and that Orders ſhould be given for Reparation, when ſuch 
Exceſſes are proved. But does this amount, or do the 
Words of the Treaty amount to any thing like a i 
from their Pretenſion to Search? No — they are only a 
Modification of it to a certain Degree, which is a Defence of 
the Practice itſelf, and we thought ſo laſt Year, or why did 
we judge that Letter ſo unſatisfactory? But, Sir, pray con- 
ſider, our Right not to be ſearched is a very ſhort Point, 
wants no Diſcuſſion, does not depend upon Arguments of 
any Difficulty to examine or to comprehend. The King 
of Spain muſt have known, for this Twelvemonth at leaſt, 
what he ought to think of it, and whether he will yield it 
or no. The only imaginable Reaſon of his chicaning fo 
long is, that he ſuſpecled a Weakneſs in the Counſels of 
England. What was then only Suſpicion, is now turned 
into Certainty; and if that will make him more pliant, it is 
Faſy to judge. 
As we go on with our Politics, fo will the Spaniards 
with theirs. Ours have been to procraſtinate, to put off a 
War at any rate, to live upon daily Expedients, to endure 
and to treat: Theirs bave been to fool us with the Name 
of Peace, and to commit all Sorts of Hoſlilities on our 
9050 Merchants 


- 


LINED 


Hr 


EATL TZI 


2 — + N 
- 
3 I 


EIT 


7 —_— 12 


92 


| 
1.4 


: 
4 
| 


r 5 
- — 8 
— 


2 „ ˙ „ 
— — 


— 2 _ - * 
—_—— — — _-- o — 
— . 


— — * 
— — 


— * 


- — 


5 


(6380) 


Arno 12. Seo. Merchants and | Trade, to plunder and "butcher the for. 


mer, and to ruin the lat. Thus it has been; this 
it will continue to be. How we find our Account 
it I am unable to guefs! How Spain finds hers in it, is toq 
plain at firſt Sight! If that Court were bent upon undoing 
this Nation, they need only leave us to the Conduct 'we 
hold. What could they defire better, than'for eighteen 


Years more to interrupt our Navigation, and deſtroy our 


Trade, put us to the Charge of half a Dozen pacific Fleet, 
furniſh us with a Pretence for a numerous Standing-Army 
to conſume us at Home, render us the Scorn of Perot 
and at laſt, to make us Amends, account with us fo as to 
receive or detain much more than they give, and the 
Claim ſubſiſting upon which they robbed us ſo long ? But 
it would be better for England to ſubmit at once, throw up 
the Trade to our Colonies, and the Colonies themſelves, 
than to leave our Merchants expoſed to ſuch "inhuman 


Cruelties, and ſuffer ourſelves to be mocked with Forms of 


Juſtice and Law, while we are the Prey, and Sport, of all 
Injuſtice and Violence, or with inſignificant Treaties, which 
inſtead of giving us Security ſerve as a Pretext and Sanction 
for all future Injuries. 0 
© But we are defir'd to have Confidence, to have Hopes 
in the Wiſdom and Succeſs of the Meaſures which his Ma- 
jeſty is adviſed to purſue. | 
« Sir, the People of England fear much more than they 
And have not they Reaſon? What can a Review of 
the paſt produce, but Dread of the future ? Have not theſe 
Depredations for theſe 20 Years increaſed Year after Year? 
How many Fleets have been ſent out in that Time? What 
were they to do for vs? To perſuade the Spaniards.—-To 
what did they perſuade them ? To make Conventions and 
Treaties.— hat have we got by thoſe Treaties? New, 
and greater Inſults and Wrongs. This was enough to in- 
duce us to ſuſpect even laſt Year, that with all our Appea- 
rances of Vigour, we ſhould do nothing effectual; but thaſe 
Suſpicions were borne down by the ſtrong Aſſurances 
given, that we ſhould not meet here again and find nothing 
done. What has been done, Sir? What is the Fruit of 
our Armament? A temporary Expedient, a poor, unſafe 
Procraftination, a ſhameful Barter of our future Security, 
for the Name of Reſtitution, which, indeed, we make to 
ourſelves. I won't tire you with repeating what has been 
ſo fully made out; but when I com this nominal, this 
ridiculous Satisfaction, with the ſerious Riſk we run of 


loſing our moſt valuable Rights, I dare be bold to fay, Fo 
ot 


| . | | 
der Nation under Heaven ever ſtalced their Honour and Anno a2 
tereſt againſt fach Counters as theſe. 1 II 2738.4 
« And are we to go on ſtill hoping. truſting ſtill in ſpite ; 
Experience ? Are our Reſentments perpetually; to be 
lay'd with in this Manner, ſhifted off from Expedient to 
pedient, and from Sefſion to Seſſion, adjourned from one 
reaty to another, and ſo on to a third? If you don't like. 
his, you ſhall the next; and when that comes, if you don't 
ke that neither, you may go to War. Is this the Lan- 
ge to be held to a Parliament ? N pm 
« But Gentlemen aſk, what have you loft by deferring 
our War ?— What have we loſt? All that we gave to 
nake it laſt Vear.— We have Joſt much too of our 
zutation, much of the Eſteem of Mankind, much of 
WA fetion of our People, which is the worſt of all 
But I beg Leave to ſay, in anſwer to a great deal of Rea- 
oning which I have heard from many Gentlemen, and 
deard with great Pain, that the Queſtion is not, whether 
ar or Peace be more eligible ; the Queſtion now is about 
maintaining your Rights. If Spain believed us in earneſt, 
ſhe did not depend upon our Timidity, it is ſcarce con- 
ivable this ſhould coſt us a War. But if it did bring on 
dne, it is a War of Neceſſity, and it is a War, in which 
pur Neighbours have a common Cauſe with us. What was 
aid of the War againſt the Pirates, it would be Bellum om- 
ium gentium. Would France take Arms to overturn a 
zeral Right, which it is as much ber Intereſt to ſapport as 
durs? Would ſhe fight toeſtabliſh in the Crown of Spain a 
Power deſtructive to the Freedom of Commerce, a ſa- 
preme Dominion in the American Seas; or to impoſe that 
pon England, which ſhe muſt refuſe for herſelf ? Upon the 
Foot of all Treaties this is quite impoſſible: We muſt be 
uſed as the Cen amiciſima; if France, or any other Nation 
hall retain this Right for themſelves, they retain it for us 
too; it is ours by Conſequence. Will ſhe break all Trea- 
ties then to take it away ? This would be acting with a 
pirit or Violence, which does not ſeem to be in her now, 
and which, whenever it ſhews itſelf, muſt unite all Europe 
o oppoſe its Effects. Should not we find one Friend a 
o many Allies? Have we negociated all the World into 
Enemies, united them all to our Deſtruction? If, by the 
Conduct of our Miniſters, Things are brought to ſuch an 
Extremity, that we are reduced. to the Neceſſity of periſh- 
ing in the juſt Defence of our Rights, or of periſhing equally 
by loſing them; the Choice is eaſy to make; let us peri 
like Men, and with Swords in our. Hands, But don't let 
us have the Weakneſs to expect our Safety from Re x 
ve 
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,ard to the Balance, or that upon a Refuſal of this, he 
all deprive the Company of their Trade; that this ſhould 
the only Condition of his agreeing to fign this Con- 
nation, and that we ſhould take it on theſe Terms is in- 
ed aſtoniſhing, even to thoſe who are uſed to conſider the 
peated Inſults of Spain, and the habitual Tameneſs of 


1 I entirely agree to what has been ſaid by ſome 
entlemen, that the Non- compliance of the Company to 
is monſtrous Demand will not forfeit what is ſtipulated to 
paid to our Merchants, nor directly annul the Convention. 
To be ſure it will not. _ the "wy 3 it, 13 
e depriving the Company, during the Pleaſure of Spain, 
Tas A of the Aſent - o Trade, and probably —_— 
oſs of their Debt, againſt Right and Juſtice, and the Senſe 
all Treaties, Will our Government admit of this ? 
ill they agree to it as juſt? If they do, it is evident, this 
reat Body of our Countrymen are put out of his Majeſty's 
rotection, and left at the Mercy of Spain; and it is no leſs 
rident, that we buy this Convention at the Expence of a 
eat national Intereſt, and by a Breach of national Faith, 
the Honour and Juſtice of Parliament, which has ſold 
ad confirmed this Trade to the Company. To ſay, this 
not an Article, what will that avail ? It is much ſtronger 
an an Article, as it is the Baſe of the whoie. It is much 
orſe than an Article, as the doing it in this War has an 
ir of Tricking and Evaſion, that would ſhame an Attor- 
y. Gentlemen may diſtinguiſh and refine as much as they 
leaſe, but on this dirty Foundation this Convention does 
and. If every other Part of it were as good as it is bad 
ad diſhonourable, this alone ſhould oblige us to reject it 
ith Scorn. With Scorn, Sir, let us reject it, that to all 
e have ſuffer'd before, to all the accumulated Inſults that 
re ever heaped on a Nation, a worſe Diſhonour may not 
added, and that Diſhonour fall upon the Parliament. 
ad therefore I heartily give my Negative to this Queſtion.” 
- Robert Walpole. 

Ie, | 


dnvention, that it is not a definitive Treaty. No, it is 
Xt ; but it has been proved that it has laid the Foundation 
dr a definitive Treaty; and a Foundation, Sir, that muſt 
rove laſting to this Nation, and do Honour to every Per- 
dn, Miniſter or others, who have been Inſtrumental in carry- 
ig this Negotiation on, For my own Part, Sir. the 
Vor. VI. | 
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I am ſorry to hear a neſtion of this kind treated by gi obert 
ne Side as this has 2 has been objected to the — d 
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Anno12.Geo. greateſt Honour I expect in ſucceeding Times is, that 


II. 1738 9. 


all be mentioned that I, when a Miniſter, endeavour 
by this Convention to extricate my Country out of tt 
moſt diſagreeable Situation ſhe perhaps ever was in, that & 
going to War with a Nation with whom it is her greatef 
— to be at Peace; and at a Time too, when her doubt 
ful Situation with her Neighbours leaves her very litth 
Room to hope for any Aſſiſtance but from her own Power. 
Gentlemen have already heard in what Situation w. 
are with regard to the other Powers of Europe; they hay 
heard that ſome of them are not in a Condition to give u 
any Aſſiſtance ; and others, tho they are in a Condition 
aſſiſt us, will be very ready to do us all the ill Offices thy 
are in their Power in cafe of a War with Spain. In thi 
Situation, Sir, we have but a very melancholy Proſpect . 
Succeſs. If we were indeed free of Debt, if the Natic 
were united within itſelf, and if we had nothing to dre: 
but from Spain, I ſhould be very little apprehenfive abou 
the Conſequences of our declaring War at preſent. But 
the ſame Time, Sir, a War with Spain, after the Concefliat 
ſhe has made by this very Convention, would on our ! 
be unjuſt, and if it is unjuſt, it muſt be impolitic and diſh 
nourable. I can eaſily perceive by what Arts, and by whok 
Means, all the Clamour about this Convention has bee 
raiſed ; but I am reſolved, Sir, while I have the Honour! 
ſerve his Majeſty in the Station I am in, to let no popula 
Clamour get the better of what T think is for my Country 
Good. Asa Miniſter, I can have very little to dread fre 
our declaring War with Spain, nay, if I had nothing butm 


own Caſe and Intereſt to conſult, it would be the ſaſeſt 


molt adyantageous Meaſure for me that could be purſued 
but I ſhall never be for our ſacrifiſing our real Intereſts fo 
the Purſuits of Military Glory; and tho' L have as great 
Regard as any Gentleman poſſibly can have for thote ul 
have the Honour to ſerve his Majeſty in a Military Ch 
rater, yet while I have any thing to ſay in his Majeſh! 
Councils, I ſhall always be againſt leaving it in their Bre 
to decide the Queſtion of Peace and War. This Natiot 
as has been obſerved by Gentlemen who have ſpoken agair 
our coming to this Reſolution, is a trading Nation, and tk 
Proſperity of her Trade is what ought to be principally 
the Eye of every Gentleman in this Houſe. . Thereſe 
Gentlemen, even upon the Suppoſition that - this 


vention has not ſo effectually anſwer'd the Expectations 
this Houſe, ought to confider whether our declaring Wa 


will be for the Benefit of our Trade; they ought to co 
ſider what Proſpect of Succeſs we can reaſonably entertain! 


| C43) 
ſe of a War; and whether a ſucceſsful War with Spain Anno 12. geo: FY 


Hat one may not involve us in a very doubtful, and a very ex- II. 17389. 
outel nfive one with other Powers. Theſe are Conſiderations, | 


at while Gentlemen are debating _ this Subject never 
ice ſeem to enter their Thoughts. They lay it down as a 
axim, that we ought immediately to enter upon War; 
ey allow nothing for the Uncertainty of the Event, for 
ze Interruption of Trade, and for the prodigious Expence 
mult be attended with. | Ix 
« But, Sir, ſetting all theſe Conſiderations afide, are we 
d have no regard to common Juſtice ? Are we to have no 
gard for thoſe Treaties, for the Obſervance of which, 
entlemen in all Debates upon this Subject have fo | f 
armly contended, Theſe Treaties provide abſolutely, 
hat the Navigation to the Spaniſh Weſt Indies ſhall be re- 
rved to the Spaniards alone, except in the Caſe of our 
outh-Sea Company's Trade, Had this Stipulation - no 
anner of Meaning? And yet it has no Meaning, if what 
gentlemen now ſeem to inſiſt upon ſhould be admitted, 
hey inſiſt that our Ships ought never to be ſearched, 
thenever they are found, and let them be ever ſo near the 
paniſh Coaſts, Pray, Sir, what is the plain Engliſh of 
his; but that the Trade to the Spapiſh Weſt-Indies ought 
d be open to every Interloper of ours; for I think no 
entleman has pointed out the leaſt Difference there can be 
2tween throwing that Trade entirely open, and our having 
Liberty, not only of approaching as near as we pleaſe to 
heir Coaſts, but of hovering on them as long as we pleaſe, 
ithout being either ſtopt or ſearched. 
This, Sir, is the plain Engliſh of what the Gentlemen 
ho are for a War with Spain advance; the Convention, 
n the other hand, ſtipulates, that the Treaties ſubſiſting 
detween the two Crowns ſhould be the Rule of ſettling all 
Treat nanner of Controverſies relating to our Trade. If theſe 
reaties are to be the Rules of our Conduct on this Occaſion, 
e are in no manner of Danger to ſuffer by the Convention, 
Ince it is allow'd on all Hands, that all we ought in Reaſon 
o claim is the Obſervance of them. Therefore, Sir, I 
zope Gentlemen will think fit to agree to the Addreſs,” 
The Queſtion being put, the Addreſs was agreed to, Diyifion Ayes 
Wes 260, Noes 232. | 269, Noes 232. 
Next Day, March g, the Report of the Reſolution in Motion that 
he Committee to addreſs his Majeſty on the Convention be- the Reſolu- 
ng read, it was moved that the ſame ſhould be recommitted, tion be re- 
which being oppoſed, Sir William Windham ſpoke to the committed. 
following Purpole, 
G 2 $18, 
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© Tho' the Propriety of this Addreſs was yeſterday 
S Willi fully debated, yet there is ſo much to be ſaid againſt it, 
Windham, that the Subject grows upon ones Hands ; and tho we f 
N very late, yet as it has been ſaid that ſeveral Things wen 
Aid for the Reſolution, which were not anſwered, I am fan 
that much of what might have been urged againſt it was omi 
ted for want of Time, Therefore, I hope Gentlemen, be 
fore they agree to this plauſible, 'tho' fatal Compliment't 
the Crown, will at leaſt give a leaving to all that may be 
urged againſt it; and con that this is the laſt Oppo 
unity they can have of ſaving the Trade, the Honour, u 
even the Irdependency of this Nation. For, Sir, I will ve 
of tl 


ture to ſay, that if we ſhould agree to the Reſolution 
— theſe muſt all of them receive a moſt irret! 
ow. | | 
My Reaſon for thinking ſo is, becauſe if we agree 4 
this Reſolution, we approve of the Convention, and by ax 
proving of the Convention we ſacriſiſe every thing that 
ought to be valuable to a free People, without having at 
other Return but Infamy and Diſhonour. In order to prov 
this, Sir, I ſhall conſider the Convention even in the molt 
favourable Light it can admit of, without wreſting the 
Words to a Meaning contrary to What they appear to carry 
The firſt Article imports that the-commereial Intereh 
of both Nations cannot be eſtabliſhed unleſs Care is taken 
both to repair the Damages already ſuſtained, and to x 
yent the like from happening afterwards. This very 
eee carries with it a tacit Condemnation of thoſe v 
| have been for ſome time at the Helm of our Afﬀai 
The Complaints of our s and Sailors have laftel 
for theſe twenty Years paſt ; the unjuſtifiable Claims d 
Spain are of an older Date, but they have never thought i 
to avow them, till within theſe twenty Years. Now, Si 
fince, as the Preamble to the Convention takes Notice, it i 
_ abſolutely neceſſary for the Intereſt of this Nation that 
theſe Grievances fhould be removed, I ſhould be glad i» 
know why they were not removed ſooner. Why have 
for theſe twenty Years been negotiating, praying, and e 
treating? And why has Spain been ſo long fuffer'd to bally, 
inſult, and oppreſs us? Why has no Attention been gi 
to the Complaints of our Merchants? Why has the Chi 
cane of that Court been fo long put up with ? Why was its 
ſhamefully borne with, even after they had owned them 
ſelves to be in the wrong. Is it not notorious, Sir, that 
Court of Madrid, fix, ſeven, or eight Years ago, owned ti 
Injuſtice and Illegality of ſome Seizures ; that have ſent 
. £dulas to their Governors in America ordering wy 
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I is it not notorious that theſe Governors have refuſed to Anno rige: 
theſe Cedulas, and have afterwards- been juſtified by II 2 
urt of Spain for their Diſobedience ? Can any Man 

blind as not to ſee what this is owing to? That they 

ited theſe Cedulas, becauſe at the Time perhaps they 

| favourite Point with our Court. That 

dey gave us in Appearance ſome Satisfuction, but fent 

orders to their Governors of a quite contrary Nature. 

o what elſe, Sir, can we the Diſobedience and Im- 

unity of theſe Governors were owirty ? The Cednlas were 
iſpatched to America ; perhaps two Months were gone 5 
ore they arrived there ; they were then examined; a 

zoufand trifling Obſervations were to be anſwered ; and 
pmething fell in the Way, that before the Governor could 

ake the Reſtitution defired, maſt be laid before the Court 

Spain. Thus at leaſt fix Months were trifled away, 

zring which time that Court had gained its Point, and 

ey flatly deny'd either to give us the Satisfaction they 

jad before agreed to; or to bring their Governors to any 

nanner of Puniſhment. An Inftance of this, Sir, you 

ave now lying before you in a Letter communicated by 

ie Marguis de la Duadra to our Miniſter, where he tells 

latter very plainly, that the Spaniſh Governors in 
America did very well in refuſing to give the Satisfaftion, 

phich by the Cedula ſent him from Spain he was ordered 

o give. Thus, Sir, in effect, we have had the moſt groſs 

\fronts put upon us for theſe twenty Years paſt, without 

Dur ſhewing any other — then a Repetition of 

umble Memorials to the ſame Purpoſe. Therefore it is 

plain, that our Miniſtry at leaſt have been deficient in not 
dringing our Diſputes ſooner to an Hue, and thereby pre- 

renting in a great meaſure the injurious Treatment we 

ave received from Spain. This is the more — 

ince it appears by the Letter I have juſt mentioned, that 

he Claims of Spain were not confined to particular Facts, 

n which there might be ſome Doubtfulneſs, but ſtruck at 

She very Root of our Commerce and free Navigation in 

ie American Seas. We read there, that our Merchants 

to obſerve a certain Courſe in ſteering from one Part of 

he Britiſh Territories to another ; and that the Spaniards 
e whether they obErie this | 
Coarſe or not. This, Ee 
leſtroys our Navigation. For as no Treaty, nor any 
politive Stipulation lays down the Manner of our Navi- 

pation in the Weſt-Indies; if any particular Manner is to 
obſerved, it muſt be diRated by the Spaniards them- 

(elves ; and after that, they are to be the ſole Judges == 


Anno 2 Geo. ther it is obſerved or not. Thus, I fay, by this Claim ou 


II. 27389. 


improper Reſolutions by declaring upon theſe I 


— * 
= 
4 0 N 

1 


(46 ) 


Navigation in the American Seas lies at the M 
Spain, while we have no other Relief than by having ne, 
courſe to fruitleſs and unintelligible Memorials and R 
ſentations. I will take the Liberty to ſay farther, Sir, that 
after this Point was by Command of the King of Spain 
ſtated to our Government, our Miniſter at that Court ſhould 
not have been permitted to proceed one Step farther in his 
Negotiations, till that Poinc had been cleared up. If they 
had inſiſted upon their being the Judges of our Navigation; 
and in conſequence of that had, as indeed they did ſearch 
and plunder our Shipping, our Miniſters ought to have d. 
viſed his Majeſty to declare War immediately; and. i 
War had been declared, Sir, his Majeſty would haye been 


| ſupported by his People; the Miniſtry themſelves would 


have become popular; the Nation would have been far, 
midable ; no Power would have preſumed to trifle 
with us, or to have talked in a Language that ſeems tg 
dictate in what manner we are to act. 11 
A great deal more might be ſaid, Sir, upon this Subjec 
to prove how miſerably deficient our Miniſtry has been, in 
not inſiſting peremptorily upon an Anſwer from the Court 
of Spain as to their Claim of ſearching our Ships. Had 
they done that, the Aﬀair muſt have been brought to a very 
ſhort Iſſue; whereas the very ſuffering ſuch a Claim to be 
diſputed on their Side, was in effect admitting it on ours; 
ſince thereby our moſt valuable Rights were rendered doubt 
ful, nay I ſhall be able, I believe, to prove, that by this 
Convention they are ſubjected to the Mercy of this inſolem 
Enemy. | | | 
Having taken this curſory View, Sir, of the Preamble 
to the Convention, I ſhall beg Gentlemen's Patience, while 
J trouble the Houſe with ſome Obſervations upon the Arti- 
cles themſelves. By the firſt Article Plenipotentiaries are 
to meet: For what Purpoſe? Why to ſettle every thing 
that is in diſpute between us ; or, in other Words, we have 
referred to two Spaniſh, and two Engliſh Plenipotentiaris 
to decide whether we have a Right to ſail and carry on Com- 
merce upon the American Seas. I ſhall not trouble the 
Houſe with repeating what has been ſo very well obſerved 
by Gentlemen who have already. ſpoken in this Debate. 
I ſhall only beg Leaye to ſay, that the Gentlemen who ar 
for the Addreſs bring their Argument to this Inconſiſtency, 
that they muſt either allow. the Treaties between the two 
Crowns to be dark, doubtful, and deficient; and conſe- 
quently, that this and the other Houſe have come to ver} 


* 
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at our Right to a free Navigation in theſe Seas is clear Anno x2 Geo. 
d undoubted ; or it muſt be admitted that this Convention II. 1738.9. 
a very arbitrary, unwarantable Meaſure, and expreſsly 
dntrary to the obvious Meaning of both Houſes of Parlia- 
zent. I ſay one of thoſe Propoſitions muſt be admitted :; ' 
zuſe the Parliament having already called for and exa- 
zined the Treaties between Us and Spain, they find that all 
ze Rights, which Spain has pretended to diſpute with us, 
re {ufficiently aſcertained by thoſe Treaties. They have 

cordingly taken Reſolutions upon the Footing which they 
ford; therefore, I ſhould be glad to know how it has 
appened that our Miniſters appear to be of a different 
Dpinion, I believe when we came to the Reſolutions al- 
ady mentioned, there was no Gentleman here, who did 
ot imagine, that they were to ſerve as Directions for our 
liniſtry to act by; and if the Parliament thought the 
Rights of our Commerce and Navigation ſufficiently ſe- 
ured by thoſe "Treaties, they ought not to have proceeded 
ne Step before the Spaniards had owned the ſame. 0 
But inſtead of that, how have they behaved ? The Par- | 
iament ſays, that the Treaties ſufficiently ſecure our Free- 
lom of Navigation: The Court of Madrid ſays, they do 
hot. Our Miniſters, inſtead of ſaying to the Spaniards, 
We will not enter upon any Diſcuſſion of the Validity, 
or the Meaning of Treaties ; for theſe are Points that 
we are not at F to admit being diſputed, ſince they 
are aſcertained by the Parliament of Great Britain, but 
we inſiſt upon theſe plain poſitive Facts, that you are not 
to ſearch our Ships; and that you are to pay Damages 
for what you have already done in Violation of thoſe 
Treaties.” I fay, Sir, inſtead of talking as they ought 
o have done in this Language to the Court of Madrid, 
hey have admitted the Meaning of theſe Treaties to be fo 
far diſputed, that it would not be at all ſurprizing if Spain 
ſhould diſpute next, whether we have, or have not a Right 
o ſail up the River Thames. 

* This I can prove from the very Words of this Con- 
rention, and if any Gentleman ſhall offer the leaſt Argu- 
nent, that can prove the contrary with any Man of com- 
mon Senſe, I will give my Voice for the Reſolutions, By 
he firlt Article of the Convention we find, that the Con- 
ferences of the Plenipotentiaries are to be regulated ac- 
cording to the Treaties of 1667, 1670, 1713, 1715, 1721, 
1728, and 1729, including the Aſſiento- Contract, and the 
Convention of 1716. Now, Sir, tho' I think it is ex- 
tremely right that thoſe Treaties ſhould be the Ground- 
work of our Negotiations, I think it very wrong, that 
after 
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n Anooy 2.Geo. after ſo ſolemn a Declaration has been made hy Parliament, 
n= - - 17389. our Right of Navigation ſhould be ſuhjjected to the Will of 
any Plenipotentiary, be he Spaniſh or Engliſh. Yet there 
is nothing more plain than that they are: For we need but 
to look into the ſecond ſeperate Article af this Convention, 
and there we ſhall ſee that a Doubt is made, whether of 
Not a Ship which was taken by the Spaniards failing from 
Antigua, no longer ago than the 14th of 2 laſt, way 
a lawful Prize. What is the Meaning, Sir, of this Article, 
but that the Spaniards are doubtful whether we have by 
Treaties a Right to fail on the American Seas at all. Foy 
if we have ſuch a Right, ſurely we can no where exerciſe 
it ſo unexceptionably as within fight of our own Ports; 
if they are doubtful whether a Ship is, or is not lawful 
Prize when ſhe fails from Antigua, and not a League from 
Shore, may they not juſt as well diſpute whether we have 
any Right to ſail from Portſmouth or Plymouth, or any Ses 

Port in England, to London, or Liverpool ? 

Therefore, Sir, I ſay, that this ſecond ſeperate Articly 
explains the Meaning of the firſt Article of the Con- 
vention; and ſhews that the Meeting of our Plenipotet- 
tiaries with thoſe of Spain is not in order to obtain Relief 

from our Grievances, but to multiply them; and to decide 
whether we have any Right at all to a Navigation upon the 
American Seas. At the ſame time it appears, that our 
Court are far from being ignorant that the Diſpute between 
us muſt take this Turn; for the Court of Spain could never 
raiſe any Doubt, whether we have 8 Liberty of ſailing from 
Antigua, unleſs they had a Deſign to diſpute our Right of 
failing at all on the American Seas. | 2000 

« The next Thing that I beg Leave to obſerve, while [ 
am ſpeaking to this ſecond Article, is the Stipulation with 
regard to the Limits of Florida and Carolina, which are 
likewiſe to be decided according to the Meaning of Trea- 
ties, as if they were not already ſufficiently aſcertained. 

« But the ſecond Article ſufficiently proves, that the 
Spaniards apprehend we ſhall give them up all the Colonie 
that are in Diſpute there; for we find that we muſt not 
preſume to put ourſelves in a Poſture of Defence in cafe 
they ſhould be attacked. Now, Sir, I ſhould be glad to 
know of Gentlemen, why they ſo ſtrenuouſly laſt Year in. 
ſited upon the Neceſlity of putting the Colony of Georgia, 
which appears to have been for ſome time paſt à favourite 
Settlement with this Nation, in a State of Defence ? Why 
was the Public put to the Expence of ſending thither® 
Regiment with Engineers Stores, and every thing aan 
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or making a vigorous Defence, if it is a Doubt whether we Anno 12 Geo. | 


da ve, or have not a Right to the Colony. + 

I did intend, Sir, to have gone thro” every other Arti- 
le of this Convention, but upon a Review I find I have 
deen in a great Meaſure prevented by the Gentlemen who 
have already ſpoken againſt this Addreſs, Yet I cannot 
elp gn the Manner, in which the definitive Nego- 
zation to be built upon this Treaty is to go forward. In 
he firſt Place, we don't find one Word in this Convention 
it ſtipulates any Satisfaction for the Breach of the Law of 


5 


0 ations, and poſitive Treaties in the moſt inhuman Man- 

For zer, by the Subjects of the Crown of Spain; therefore, 
tercie ey are not to ſuppoſe, or at leaſt they will not ſuppoſe 
Ports; hat they have done any thing amiſs. For this Reaſon 


hey will not be afraid to do the fame again; and thus they 
have eight Months, appointed to the Plenipotentiaries for 
iniſhing their Conferences, to act all their Violences and Inju- 
ies over again. And after thoſe eight Months, we don't find 
Word in the Convention, from which we can imagine, that 
he Plenipotentiaries have a Right to give us any Satisfaction 
or what they may do in the mean Time. For my Part, accord 
ag to this Convention, I think they have acquired a kind 
ff Right to continue their Depredations ; becauſe it is 
ident that our Miniſters have at leaſt left it doubtful, 
vhether they were or were not in the wrong in doing what 
hey have done already. Give me Leave therefore, Sir, to 
ppole that the Spaniards will continue their Depredations 
uring the Time of the Conferences ; what will be the 
vent? We may ſay to the Court of Madrid; Here we 
have a farther Charge ; your Guarda Coſtas have done us 
more Damage for which we are to be ſatisfied.” Is it not 
atural for them to bid us look into the Convention, and 
here we ſhall find no ſuch Agreement ; they may tell us, 
hat the Convention was intended to regulate what was to 
dme, and that the Deciſion of the Plenipotentiaries was to 
dave no Retroſpect. At laſt, when Abundance of Me- 
orials, Repreſentations, and Remonſtrances have paſt, the 
hole may be left to a new Convention. 
What Britiſh Subject, therefore, will venture his Pro- 
tty to Sea, while ſuch a Convention ſhall ſubſiſt? He can 
ave no manner of Rule to go by; he ſees a Ship, that to 
is thinking is in as far a Way of Trade as any Ship can 
ſe, ſeized ; and after the Seizure, even our own Miniſters, 
ay, the Parliament of Great Britain, are in doubt whether 
e is not lawfully ſeized ; how then can he venture to Sea? 
— 3 1 Capture of his Ship ſhould be me? il- 
egal, can hope for is bare Reſtitution, after lot 
Vox. VI, * H n e all 
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Anno 12 Geo. all the Benefit of his Trade, and the Charge of the Ship, 
II. 2738-9. befides Seamen's Wages, Repairs, and a thouſand other ex, 
WY VN penſive Articles, for perhaps upwards of a Twelvemonth, 
| But I am afraid, Sir, that there is ſomewhat more thay 
bare Suppoſitions to ſupport the Caſe I have put. Tan 
afraid, the Spaniards have already, even ſince the ſigning 
of this Convention, given Proofs in what manner they un 
derſtand it. You have now upon your Table a * Petition 
from the Owners of a Ship, the Maſter of which was at the 
Time of preſenting their Petition, as they conceived, ; 
Priſoner in Old Spain. He has fince, indeed, been re 
leaſed ; but not till after his Ship was confiſcated, and aſtet 
he had ſuffered a long and tedious Impriſonment, even af: 
ter the Convention was ſigned. Nay, we were told at the 
Bar of one Houſe, that our Miniſter-Plenipotentiary at the 
Court of Madrid preſented Memorials for his Releaſement, 

and no Regard was had to them, | oy 

« This, Sir, is ſo poſitive an Indication of the Manner it 
which the Court of Madrid underſtands the Convention, 
that I cannot imagine the Ieaſt Doubt can ariſe on that 
Head, Have we had any Information yet, that Orden 
have been ſent by the Court of Madrid to their Governor 
in America, for reſtoring the two South-Sea SToops, whirl 
they have detained, or for drawing off their Guard from 
our Factory at the Havannah? If they bad thought that 
this Convention obliged them to diſcontinue their Hoſtil: 
ties, they ſhould have immediately given theſe Orders, 
with ſevere Injunctions to all their Governors and Offic 
againſt ſuffering any ſuch Violences for the future. 

No Gentleman here, I hope, will take upon him tt 
ſay, that the Sentiments of our Merchants, and their pe, 
titions cught to have no Weight with us upon this Oc 
caſion. I am of Opinion, Sir, that they are the beſt Judges 
how far it is practicable to carry on the Weſt India Trade, 
if the Convention ſhould be approved by Parliament; and 
you ſee in their 4 Petition, that they are under the ven 
ſame Apprehenſions that I have expreſſed. They think thi 
Convention makes the Maſters of every Guarda Coſta ſi- 
perior in Strength to a Britiſh Ship that ſhall fall in their 
Way, the Maſters of the Liberty and Property of Britih 
Subjects. In ſhort, the very Petitions that now lie apo 
the Table, confidering from whom they come, and for what 
End they are intended, ought to be ſufficient to determine 
us to refuſe our Aſſent to the Reſolution. * 

But tho* I have the moſt exquiſite Senſe of what on 
; T | Merchans 
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® Sce the preceeding Volume. 


+ Ibid. 


(31) 


e ſecond Conſideration that ought now to engage our 
ttention. We have a more important Point to diſcuſs, 
d that is, the Security of our Navigation for the future. 
am afraid, Sir, that our Miniſters have but half under- 
dod the Court of Spain upon this Head. They have 
ken it for granted, that all which that Court inſiſts upon 
| the Regulation of ſome particular Points, and the Diſ- 
[fon of certain Facts relating to our American Navi- 
tion. But, as I faid before, this very Convention proves, 
at they diſpute our having any Right of Navigation at 
| upon the American Seas. This is no new Claim of 
eirs ; it is a Claim which they have formerly trumpt up, 
unded upon the pretended ridiculous Donation of all 
merica to the Crown of Spain by the See of Rome. Nay, 
fond were they of this imaginary Right, that we find 
y their own Authors, that not much above a Century and 
Half ago, their Admirals, whom they ſent out to Ame» 
2, had it in their Inſtructions to treat all Ships which 
dey found failing to the Weſtward of the Azores Iſlands 
Pirates. The Weakneſs of that Crown hindered them, 
deed, from inſiſting upon this ridiculous Right; but when 
entlemen conſider the Genius of that Court, and their 
iffneſs in every thing that regards themſelves, they wil 
vt at all be ſurprized to find that, when they ſaw they ha 

d do with a puſilanimous weak Miniſtry, they mould re- 
w their Claims. 1 don't, indeed, ſay, that they have as 
t made any expreſs Declaration upon that Head, becauſe 
that Event, the French, the Dutch, and every other 
ſation who has any Property in the American Trade, 
duſt have been alarmed equally with us; but I think it is 
ry plain from their Conduct, and from their jultifying 
at Conduct, that they can mean nothing leſs than an Ex- 
uſive Privilege to themſelves of Navigation in the Ame- 
can Seas. For I will challenge any Gentleman who is 
dr our agreeing to this Addreſs, to point out by what 
eans it is poſſible for us to fail in theſe Seas, to (ail from 
e of our own Colonies to another, even the molt conti- 
ous, if the Spaniards can be juſtified in the Captures they 
ave already made of our Ships? 

* It has been proved, Sir, at the Bar of this Houſe, that 
ey have ſeized Ships within Sight of their own Settlements, 
o' the Maſters of thoſe Ships were obliged to approach 
heir Coaſts by Reaſon of the Force of Winds and Tides: 
ou have heard it proved, that they have taken Ships not 
thin Sight of any Land; and that they have taken them 
H 2 within 


erchants and Sailors have ſuffered from Spain, give me Anno 1 2.Geo. 
ave to ſay, Sir, that the Reſtitution due to them is but II. 9 
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injurious Treatment of our Merchants, or the Abſurdity d 
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Shores. If they can be juſtified in theſe 
ſhould beg to know what Caſe can happen, in whi 
can fail on theſe Seas. be 

© But that I may not ſeem to ſpeak without the 
thority, I ſhall take the Liberty to read the Extract of z 
Paper, which now lies upon your Table, and is taken 
the Words of the Declaration made by the Spaniſh 
miſſaries to ours at the Conferences ſubſequent to 
Treaty of Seville. 

In this Declaration it is ſaid, That whereas th 
King their Maſter hath an indiſputable Right, by the 
« Gift of Pope Alexander the VIth, Cc. to the Pre 
« perty and Dominions of all the Continents, Iſlands, and 
Seas adjacent, either already diſcovered, or that ſhall here 
« after be diſcovered between the Artic and Antartic Pole 
« a hundred Leagues Weſtward of the Iſlands des Azores 
« excepting thoſe Places which have fince by Agreement 
with his Catholic Majeſty been poſſeſt by other Prince 
© and whereas the Britiſh Nation have introduced the: 
« ſelves into the ſaid Dominions, without the Conſent « 
his ſaid Catholic Majeſty, particularly into the Iſlands d 
* New Providence, St. Catherine, St. Andrew, Port Rc 
« &c.” and within the Limits of Florida, that, therefo 
we ought to evacuate all theſe Places. This Demand, Sir 
is ſo ridiculous, that if any Gentleman had aſſerted without 
good Proofs, that a People in their right Senſes could han 
made it, I dare ſay he would have found Difficulty to han 
gained Belief. For it not only cuts us out of the Place 
mentioned, but out of Jamaica, and ſome other of on 
moſt valuable Poſſeſſions. I have heard an Honourable 
Gentlemen over the Way ſay, that we never could brig 
the Crown of Spain to acknowledge our Right to thi 
Iſland of Jamaica; I believe, nor to any Poſſeſſion we han 
in America; therefore this Demand may be extended to 
our American Poſſeſſions. | | n} 

It is owing, Sir, to our Miniftry overlooking 
treating in a ſoothing tender Manner this Inſolence « 
Spain, that we have hitherto obtained nothing from them, 
but an Addition of Infamy from repeated Injuries; ant 
this Convention may be called the Coup de Grace to that 
miſerable lingering State, which our Navigation and C 
merce have been long in. Whereas had they cruſhed t 
Evil in its Bud; had they reſolved to break off all Con 
rences unleſs thoſe romantic Claims were relinquiſhed, the 
Spaniards would never have ventured to either in ther 
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ther 


633 
But by even 


continuing to treat 1e 


oer on Pretenfions. 
„ hile ſuch a Claim was upon the they had reaſon II. 1738-9. 
a think that we were either afraid to diſoblige them, or | 


at there was more Juftice in their Demands, than they 
zemſelyes perhaps at firſt were aware of. This gave them 


— 
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of; ncouragement to perſiſt in them till they have at laſt ſac- 
from :eded ſo far as to get a Convention, which opens to them 
Dom. fair Proſpect of obtaining whatever their own chimerical 


iſhes could ſuggeſt. 4 

« I aſk Pardon for troubling the Houſe thus long; but the 
mportance of the preſent Queſtion, I think, demands that 
rery Gentleman ſhould ſpeak even the Fulneſs of his 
nſe : It is the laſt time Sir, if we agree to this Reſolution, 
gat we perhaps ſhall have an Opportunity of Debate upon 
ay thing that concerns the Trade or Navigation of this 
Lingdom ; therefore I hope the Reſolution will be re- 
mmitted 


* Robert Walpole. 

IR, 

© The Propriety of the Reſolution we are now debating gir Robert 
ſo fully confidered Yeſterday, that I did not imagine it Walpole. 

yould have met with ſo ſtrenuous an Oppoſition To day. 

owever, as Gentlemen ſeem determined to make a Point 

ff this Queſtion, I am not at all afraid of having it once 

gain fully and impartially conſidered ; and I dare ſay that 

uch Gentlemen, who were for the Reſolution in the Com- 

7 ＋ tag be thereby more confirmed to approve of it in 

the H | 


© I ſhall not take upon me, Sir, to anſwer regularly every 
ng the Honourable Gentleman was p to advance ; 
but I will venture to fay, that I am able to anſwer every 
aing he has advanced to the Purpoſe. The Preamble to 
the Convention was found fault with ; Why ? Becauſe it re- 
ites that Differences have ariſen between the two Crowns 
on account of the viſiting, ſearching, and taking of Vel- 
ſels, the ſeizing of Effects, and regulating of Limits; 
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r and therefore the Miniſters of the two Crowns are to take Care, 
ce d as far as in them lies, that no farther Cauſes of ſuch Com- 
then, plaints ſhall exiſt, This Preamble has been repreſented as 
: and a kind of owning the Right which the Spaniards 

> that o in the American Seas. For my Part, Sir, I cannot ſee 
Ce the leaſt Foundation for ſuch a Suggeſtion, Did not this 
d t Houſe laſt Seſſion recommend to his Majeſty to have all 
-onle- theſe Cauſes of Complaint removed ? This was the pro- 


K 


feſſed Intention of all thoſe Negotiations againſt which 

Gentlemen have ſo much exclaimed. And I ſhould be 

glad to know in what manner the Gentlemen my" 
| OI — 
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| (534) | 
Aniior2.Geo. would have penned this Preamble? Could it have be 
II. 2238-9. ſaid in this Preamble, that Differences have not ariſen, au 
5 that the Convention was intended to perpetuate thoſe Dj 
ferences? And yet I don't ſee any other Meaning that: 
ObjeRion to this Preamble can convey, but that the co 
trary of what is there advanced is true. 

Gentlemen, when they ſpeak of the Spaniſh Depn 
dations, take it for granted that the Spaniſh Court have 
good Evidence for the Illegality of the Captures made 
their Guarda Cofta, and other Veſſels as this Houſe ha 
But give me Leave to ſay, Sir, that the Caſe is far otherwiſe, 
for tho* the Injuries our Merchants have received hay 
been fully proved at the Bar of this Houſe, yet it is by u 
means ſo eaſy for a Miniſter reſiding at a foreign Court i 
make the Spaniards equally ſenſible of this as we are, whi 
were preſent when the Proofs were given in. Therefore 

is highly unreaſonable to imagine that we had no more to de 
but to draw out a neat Account of our Loſſes, and to han 
given it to the Spaniſh Miniſtry, and that they would in 
ttantly have ſigned it, and ordered Payment. I could with 
all my Heart have wiſhed that this had been the Caſe; 
but do Gentlemen imagine, that if we had been in t 
wrong, if the Complaints againſt us had been examinet 
at the Court of Spain, and if they had ſent over a 
tory Demand here for Payment of the Balance, that on 
Miniſtry would have been juſtifiable,” had they immediateh 
comply'd with their Demand. I am ſure the "Honourable 
Gentleman who ſpoke laſt would be one of the firſt to a. 
Taign them, if they ſhould do ſuch a thing. Let Gentle. 
men lay their Hands on their Hearts, and conſider what the 
Miniſtry here ought to have done : Were they to pive into 
the Court of Madrid a Bill of their Damages, and demand 
immediate Payment without the leaſt Examination ? Were 
they to threaten, that in caſe that Court ſhould pretend to 
deliy Payment, tho' but for an Hour, we would go to War 
By no Means. Then what ought they to have done? 
Why they ought to have laid the Grievances of the Nation 
before that Court, in conſequence of the Advice of Parla- 
ment to his Majeſty, and endeavoured to obtain Satisfaction 
for the Part and Security againſt all future Injuries. Bat 
this is preciſely the Thing they have done; and done it, 
I will venture to ſay, with unparalleled Succefs. The 
Spaniards have owned that they have been in the wrong, 
they have agreed to make Satisfaction, and to ſubmit to 
regu/ate every thing in Diſpute according to Treaties. But, 
fays the Honourable Gentleman, why did not we obtain an 
expreſs Renunciation on the Part of Spain of all _— 


( 55 
dus romantic Claims? Why did not our Miniſtry throw Anno 
all future Negotiations with them? Why did we not ! 
„ faid another Honourable Gentleman, upon having 
Authors of our Injuries brought to condign Puniſh- 
t? As to the firſt of theſe Points, perhaps it may not 
dear quite ſo reaſonable to the Spaniards, as it does to 
e Gentlemen in this Houſe. I would have Gentlemen 
hely co diſtinguiſh between the Points that are contraverted 
Spain, and thoſe that are not; between the Points that 
admitted by us, and thoſe that are not. e 
Spain, as I ſhall prove by and by, notwithſtanding 
that has been faid by the Honourable Gentleman who 
ke laſt, never has pretended to diſpute our Right of 
ing from one of our own Settlements to another; but 
pretends, that in the Courſe of that Navigation we ought 
to touch upon her Coaſts, nor to trade with any of her 
djects. We, on the other hand, admit that the Spaniards 
ve a Right to prevent any Trade from being carried on 
the Subjects of other Nations with hers, except that 
ade whicn is expreſsly ſtipulated by the Aſſiento- Treaty. 
t we deny, that under that Pretence her Subjects ought 
ſtop or ſearch our Ships. This, Sir, is a ſhort State of 
Controverſy between Us and Spain, and perhaps it is 
ended with more Difficulties than may be imagined. 
« For in the firſt place, tho' their Claim of ſearching 
r Ships may ſeem highly unreaſonable to us, it may ap- 
ar quite otherwiſe to them. They have on their Side 
conſtant Practice of all Nations, who have, and exerciſe 
Right of ſtopping and ſearching all Ships which they 
pect as carrying on an illicite Trade with their Subjects. 
know it is ſaid, that this Right cannot extend to the Ame- 
an Seas, becauſe that in them there can be no Object of 
arch on board our Ships, ſince all Trade between the 
daniards and Us in thoſe Seas is abſolutely prohibited. Sir, 
all not at preſent diſpute the general Senſe of this Pro- 
dition, but Gentlemen will pleaſe to conſider the Con- 
quences if it 1s too far extended. Suppoſe, for inſtance, 
at an Engliſh Ship is ſeen hovering off of the Spaniſh 
daſts ; ſuppoſe that the Spaniſh Officers ſhall ſee Boats, 
aded with Goods paſt and repaſs daily and hourly between 
ir Shore and this Ship; what! are they to take no man- 
r of Notice of ſuch a Ship ? Are they to wink, to con- 
ve at a Practice ſo atterly repugnant to the Meaning of 
| the Treaties between them and us? This, Sir, would I 
zink be carrying the general Propoſition I have juſt now 
dentioned too far. The Parliament could never mean, in 
aeir Addreſs to his. Majeſty, that we ſhould aſſert a oy 
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Anno 2.Geo. ſo inconſiſtent with Treaties, All we meant, I will ws 1 
I. 1738-9. ture to ſay, was to aſſert it ſo far as Treaties could | , 
2 it, and no farther; if we meant any thing elſe, it was m. . 
juſt. But Gentlemen never reflect that in all their Speech, WM 

and Reaſonings againſt the Convention they plead or th 8. 

unlimited, this unjuſtifiable Senſe of that Propoſition Ne 

They don't reflect, that if we had inſiſted upon any other be 

Terms than what are contained in the Convention, they WI v 

muſt have been to bind the Hands of the Spaniards able. WW ge 

Jutely up from preventing any unlawful Trade that may be the 

carried on upon their Coaſts ; which I am ſure never could by 

be the Intention of Parliament, nor can be juſtified by | 

Treaties. | wh 

« I know, Sir, with what a tender Hand the Intereſts of Wl fo 

Trade ought to be touched, and I know too with wha Will 1... 

Views all the Clamour againſt this Convention have bee lea. 

raiſed ; but I am convinced that the Intereſts of Trade are Wi are 

never ſo well conſulted, as when it is carried on a * 

to Treaties. If, in order to gratify the Pique and Reſent- BY tho 

ment of any particular Sett of Men among ourſelves, we % 

ſhall encourage Meaſures that deſtroy the . Intention of Wi Can 


Treaties, we ſhall ſoon ſee our Trade ruined. Every gra 
Nation in Europe will become jealous of us, and per — 
may conſpire our Deſtruction. It is only by preſerving that 
Faith of the Nation in carrying on our American Con. in u 
merce, that we ſhall be able to prevent ſuch a Conſpiracy; I dat 
for upon the Baſis of that Commerce, every other Brad WW . 
of our Commerce is founded. If the other Poem f ler 
Europe ſhould once conceive a Jealouſy that we intendedto A on 
engroſs the whole of that Commerce to ourſelves, do m Cent 
imagine they would fit cool and unconcerned ? No, Sirz uin 
ſuch an Event, even your beſt Friends would look upon ads 
your Conqueſts with a jealous Eye, and your moſt poweriul BY... 
Neighbours would continue neutral no longer than your 
Succeſs ſhould alarm their Fears. It is the InaRivity and 
Lazineſs of the Spaniſh Nation, that is ber Se- 
curity in her Poſſeſſion of the American Treaſure : Bat 
were theſe Treaſures to fall into the Hands of a People, 
who knew how to engroſs them to themſelves ; who Re 
how to keep them from becoming, as ſoon as they artim, 
the Property of other Nations, we ſhould ſoon fee 4 
Change in their pacific Diſpoſitions. | 

It was in order to prevent this from ever becoming tht 
Caſe, that ſo great Care was taken to ſecure by all Treaue, 
ia which the Spaniards have been contracting Parties, the 
Poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies to that Crown; and 
the Article of the Treaty of Utrecht, which 1 that 
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among all the Powers of Europe. n 
ought to be extremely tender of urging this Points it is a 
String, which if not delicately — may create 2 Diſ- 
cord and Jarring in our Syſtem of Intereſts with our Neigh- 
bours, that may diſorder the whole. It is eaſy from the 
Words of Treaties to raiſe Objections, and throw in Dif- 
ficulries, that may cauſe a Clamour, but if a Miniſter conſalcs 
the Senſe and Spirit of thoſe Treaties; he muſt be juſtiked 
by his Country. a i * 

« Having faid thus much, I ſhould be glad to know 
whether it can be thought reaſonable that the Miniſtry here 
ſhould have infiſted upon the Spaniards granting us abſo- 
lutely and immediately all we aſk, without ſuffering the 
leaſt Examination into our Pretenfions, (which by the bye 
are quite new to the Court of Madrid.) Can Gentlemen 
deny; but that there is at leaſt ſome Difficulty in reconciling 
thoſe Points, which they don't pretend to diſpute with 
to thoſe Points which we cannot contravert with them 
Can they deny, that even tho' Spain bad been diſpoſed to 
grant us all at once, without diſputing, without examining 
imo the Authority, upon which we founded our Claims, 
that it would not have been proper to be a little cautious, 
in what manner ſuch a Conceſſion ſhould be couched, fo as 
that it might give no Um brage to our Neighbours ? 

And now, Sir, that I have gone thus far, give me 
Leave to mention one or two Difficulties; which are found- 
edon the Words of thoſe very Treaties, in which the 
Gentlemen who are againſt this Reſolution ſo much 
triumph. They have inſiſted, that the American Treaty, 
made in 1670, was the firſt Treaty expreſsly made that 
id us under any Prohibition of Trading to America. 
Therefore, ſay they, as no mention is there made of 2 
Search, or of prohibited Goods, it never can be coffſtrued 
to extend to either, and we have by that Treaty.a Right 
to fail as near the Spaniſh Coaſts in America as we pleaſe, 
without being ſubjeR to a Search. But I find, Sir, that 
us Treaty of 1670 confirms by its firſt Article the Treaty 
df 1667, and by this laſt-mentioned Treaty a Viſit and 
dearth too, if no ſatis factory Account of the 1 

given to the Party vifiting, is expreſsly ſtipulated. 
bu, ſay Gentlemen, this Stipulation is only for the Eu- 
ropean Commerce. I ſhall not diſpute at prefent, Sir, 
dether it is or is not, but I don't find any Expreſſions in 
ut Treaty which determine the Senſe to the European 
ommerce alone. 

M. VE. © I The 
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the Size gilt now of all 
the Negotiations, not only between Spain and Us, but 


2 CF” 


in America, is almoſt tranſcribed from the 6th Article of 
the Treaty of Munſter in 1648, to which the 8th Article 
of the Treaty of 1667 refers. I will take the Liberty to 
read the Words of the ſeveral Articles, becauſe I belien 
Gentlemen who have ſpoken upon this Subject have no 
ſufficiently conſidered them. 1 

The Words fof the 8th Article of the Treaty 166) 
run thus: And for what may concern both the Indi 
and any other Parts whatſoever, the King of Spain doth 
grant to the King of Great Britain, and his Subjects, all 
© that is granted to the united States of the Low Countries 
and their Subjects in their Treaty of Munſter 1748 pein 
« for point, in as full and ample Manner as if the ſame were 
< herein particularly inſerted, the fame Rules being to he 


< obſerved, whereunto the Subjects of the {aid United Stats 0 
are obliged, and mutual Offices of Friendſhips to be pe - 
formed trom one Side to the other.” As this Article e be 
not be underſtood without the Articles referr'd to in the ö 
Treaty of Munſter, I ſhall beg Leave to read that tos, 1. 
from the Book I have in my Hand: The firſt Article ef th 
bliſhes in the States-General the Right of Ci Poſſidetic u ba 
to all their Poſſeſſions in America; and the fixth Ae 
proceeds as follows. r . wh 

And as to the Weſt Indies, the Subjects and Inhabiam the 
< of the Kingdoms, Provinces, and Lands of the faid Low >. 
the King and States reſpectively ſhall forbear to nan ig 
gate and traffic in all the Havens, Harbours, and l tra) 


provided with Forts, Lodgments, or Caſtles, and all othe 
Places poſſeſt by one or the other Party ; (namely) kt 
Subjects of the ſaid Lord the King ſhall not fail a 
traffic in thoſe held by the ſaid Lords, the States, nor it 
subjects of the ſaid Lords the States, nor the Subjects of ti 
* ſaid Lords the States in thoſe held by the ſaid Lord the Kia 
How agreeable this is to the Words of the 8th Article 
the Treaty of 1670, Gentlemen ſhall judge. The Was 
of that Article are; , 4 BS 
The Subjects and Inhabitants, Merchants, Capt 
Marines, and Maſters of Ships of the Kingdoms, in 
« vinces, and Territories of each King, reſpeQively ® 
« -abſtain and forbear from trading and navigating in 
Ports, and in the Places where Forts, Wa 
Caſtles ate built, and in all other Places poſſeſt by one 
— —— 
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« other Party in the Weſt-Indies.” The reſt of the Article ADA e 


is tranſcribed from that of the Treaty of Munſter, mutaris 


mutandis. | 
1 From this it appears that the Prokibition'of: our'tcs 
filing to the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies exiſted before the yup 
of 1 70. Now, Sir, tho' I am as far from being an 
vocate for Spain as any Gentleman in this Houſe is, yet I 
ſubmit it to Conſideration, whether it was reaſonable to ex- 
pect that the Spaniards were to ſign a Charte-blanch, and 
agree to our Demand of giving up all Rights to a Search, 
before they had conſidered wh they had not, by the 
Treaty of 1667, a Right to ſearch our Ships in America 
bs ol as in Europe. * 
Gentlemen have been very ſevere upon the Authors of 
this Convention, for proceeding in any Negotiation at all 
before the Spaniards had abſolutely diſclaimed this Point. 
But give me Leave, Sir, to ſay, it is but a new Argument, 
even in this Houſe, that the Spaniards have no Right to a 
Search upon any Account whatſover; and if it is new to 
us, it muſt be ſo to them; and therefore it is not at all 
ſurprizing that they ſhould inſiſt upon ſome Time to deli- 
berate. I remember when the Treaty of Seville was ap- 
proved of by Parliament, the Gentlemen whodiſliked that 
Treaty did not make Uſe of this Argument; and in all 
the Courſe of our Debates it was ſtill ynderſtood, that Spain 
had a Right to a Search in certain Caſes. There is nothing 
Jeft in this Convention to the Diſcuſſion of Pleni tiaries, 
which was not virtually left by the Treaty of Seville, to 


the Diſcuſſion of Commiſſaries; yet I did not hear any 


Gentleman ſay at that time, that the Rights of our Na- 
igation and Commerce were given up and ſhamefully be- 
tray'd, To prove what I have ſaid with regard to what 
was referred to the Commiſſaries, who were to meet in con- 
ſequence of the Treaty of Seville, I need only to read the 
dth Article of that Treaty, which runs thus; 
* Commiſlaries to be appointed on the Part of their 
Britannic and Catholic Majeſties, to examine and decide 
what concerns the Ships and Effects taken at Sea on 
either Side, to the Time ſpecify'd in the — 
Article (meaning the Year 1728.) And to examine an 
decide according to the Treaties the reſpective Preten- 
hons which relate to the Abuſes that are ſuppoſed to have 
been committed in Commerce, as well in the Indies, as 
Europe, and all other reſpective Pretenfions in America 
founded on Treaties, whether with reſpect to the Limits 
or otherwiſe.” Now, Sir, is any thing more referred to 
ie Plenipotentiaries by this Convention? therefore I mo 
I 2 
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| tended to a Claim of an excluſive Right, for we find i 
is reſtricted to thoſe Places which have not been by Agre 


nge be glad to know why ſuch a Clamour is raiſed now: an thay 
. Head, and if the Point of no Search be ſo clear in guy 
WYYL Favour as Gentlemen would have it, was it not as clear 
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— is aid, here is the Caſe of a Ship failing from 
one of our own Colonies, and not ſo much as pretended t 
be within the Spaniſh Limits, ſubmitted to the Diſcuſhan of 
our Plenipotentiaries; and this will be a great, Diſconrag 
ment to our Merchants carrying on that Commerce, during 
the intermediate Time. If the Caſe were as the Honourahle 
Gentleman has repreſented it, I don't know but it might 
have that Effect; but we ought to conſider, Sir, that th 
not only the Place in which a Ship is found to carry, on 
Commerce, that makes ſuch a Ship a Prize, but the Specia 
of Goods that are on board. To be fure, if there wer 
no other Objection againſt that Ship, the Sacce/s, than that 
ſhe was failing out of Antigua, as the Honourable Gentle 
man has been pleaſed to ſtate the Matter, it had been; 
very ridiculous Subject for the Diſcuſſion of the Plenipotes 
tiaries, but as there are other Circumſtances, which 2 
cording to the Claims of Spain may make her a lawful 
Prize, the Article with regard to her is both prudent and 
reaſonable, nor can it ever prejudge any of our juſt 92 
Having thus, I hope, obviated all that 4 ad- 
vanced againſt this Convention, I ſhall now take the Ly 
berty to ſay a Word or two in anſwer to what was fa 
with regard to the Claim of the Spaniards, to an exclu 
five Privilege of Navigation in the American Seas. | 
was ſaid, that in the Conferences with our Commilſlane 
the Spaniards had inſiſted upon ſuch a Privilege: To prot 
this, a Paſſage from one of the Papers upon your Tablem 
produced; but how does that Paſſage prove it? It prove: 
that a ridiculoys romantic Claim was entered by the Spanilh 
Commiſſaries, and this Convention proves that they ha 
relinquiſhed it ſince. But the Honourable Gentleman di 
not enough attend to the Paſſage, when he ſaid that iter 


ment with his Catholic Majeſty poſſeſt by other Natior 
Therefore it neyer can he co to comprehend any d 
our Poſſeſſions which we held before the Treaty 1670, | 
cauſe ia that Treaty we have from Spain an Article « 
i Poffidetis, by which that Crown conſents to our e 
joying all the Property of what we were then in Poſſeſſion uf 
Upon the whole, Sir, I cannot ſee the leaſt Foundativ 
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olutions, for 2 dytitul and grateful Addreſs to the Crown.” 
Mr. Pultney, bed rl ads « Js | 

6 77 
„The plaufble Pretence of addrefing 
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| to ever induce me to betray the Truſt placed in me by my 
n. of uatry 3' and when I, view this Queſtion in its., proper 
ine- WL ight, to me it appears ta be a modeſt Demand made by 
rug he Miniſtry, that we ſhould, without the leaſt Satisfaction 


2 


ziven us, ſtrike off the long Account. due to us from Spain, 
for the moſt, 1njurjous Treatment of the Subjects, the 
groſſeſt Infyſts: on the Crown of Great Britain: That we 
hould give up all Security for the Exerciſe of that Com- 
merce, which is at preſent the only Support of this Nation: 
hat we ſhquld give up the Right of this Houſe to arraigu 
i puſillanimous,, weak, deſtructire Meaſure of the Miniſtry, 
or rather one Man in the Miniftry : In ſhort, that we ſhould 
ſacrifice all that can be dear and valuable to us, as a free 
People, in order to ſupport one Man in his Power. 

« What has hitherto been offered in favour of this Con- 
ention, Sir, confirms me more and-more in the Opinion, 
hat it is a Meaſure deſtructive to the Nation. Gentlemen 
may remember, that in the laſt Seſſion I was for aſſerting 
be Rights of this Nation in America, after a ſtronger and 
more explicit Manner than we then did. For this Pur- 
poſe I offered ſome Reſolutions to the Houſe that had not 
he good Fortune to be approved of. The Right Honourable 
Gentleman, who ſits near me, F amended, or rather new 
modelled them into the Reſolutions which were preſented 
o his Majeſty. I foreſaw, Sir, I foretold a great Part of 
the Arguments which have actually been made Uſe of in 
favour of the Convention. But this Meaſure, tho' we 
know it is the Gentleman's, is far from being correſpondent 
even to the Gentleman's Reſolutions, if I may ſo call them. 
The Reſolutions aſſert our undoubted Right to a free Na. 
vigation in America. But this is ſo far from being ſecured, 
or aſſerted by the Convention, that it is actually given up. 
For, Sir, if it be yndoubted, why js it ſubmitted to a future 
Diſcuſhon 2 To what end are Plenipotentiaries named, if 
not to clear up ſome Points that remain doubtful ? The 
very Words of the Convention make the Doubt: For we 
there (ee, that the Rights of Navigation and Commerce of 
this Nation are to be ſettled by Plenipotentiaries. Sir, they 
want no ſettling ; we have already found and declared 
what our juſt Rights are; and ſhall theſe Gentlemen tell 
us by this Convention that we are miſtaken ? 
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5 Sir Robert Walpole, 


or our refuſing to.agree with the Committee in thoſe. Re- Anno 12. Ce 
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© Suppoſe, Sir, that a neighbouring Power was to 
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Claim, which affected the Tndependency of this Crown ay 
Kingdom; ſuppoſe the Parliament had come to à Refs 
lution, and preſented the ſame to his Majeſty, telling hin 
that the Independency of his Crown is clear and undoubtel, 
and that we will ſtand by him to'the laſt Shilling of oy 
Fortunes, and the laſt Drop of our Blood; ſhall any Mi 
niſter, after ſuch Declaration, ſo far proſtitute the Digniy 
of his Majeſty and the Kingdom, as to refer the II 
dency of the Crown to the Deciſion of what ſhall] 
call them; two Creatures of his own, diſtinguiſhed by m 
one Qualification, but a blind Obedience to his Command 
Gentlemen may ſay this Caſe is not in the leaſt applicable 
to that of the Convention. I own, Sir, the Ind 
of the Crown is not immediately affected by the  Clainizef 
Spain: But will not the Honour and Intereſt of the Nato 
which ſupports that Independency, be both affected? If we 
give up our Trade, where ſhall we find Reſources to fap. 
ort ourſelves either againſt foreign or domeſtic Enemies! 
if we meanly ſtoop to the Dictates of a haughty inſolen 
Court; if we barter away the Lives and : Liberties d 
Engliſhmen for a ſneaking, temporary, diſgraceful Expe. 
dient ; what Court in Europe will any longer regard us a 
an independent People? | 
But tho' we had obtained from Spain much better 
Terms than it appears are obtained, we have weakened the 
Rights of this Nation by the very Manner in which we 
treated about them. We treated, Sir, as humble abject Slam 
would with an inſolent arbitrary Maſter. We have yielded 
every Point in Diſpute, and have not got one fingle Co 
ceſſion in our Favour. We have been treating about Rights 
to Satistaction for Injuries, for Inſults, for Barbarities, that 
I believe were never before attempted to be palliated by 
any People who ever heard of Law and Juſtice ; and what 
makes it ſtill more diſgraceful to us, we have been tien 
ing, while the other is Party till plundering : Even at the 
Time when this mock Satisfaction was obtained, the Spa- 
niards were repeating the very Injuries and Inſults for which 
the Honourable Gentleman and his Friends pretend they 
have made us Reparation. They pretend, Sir, that this 
was the wiſeſt and the moſt eligible way of proceeding; 
but it was acting a Part the very Reverſe of what was add 
by the wiſeſt and the braveſt People that ever lived. They 
always refuſed to treat with an Enemy who had gained at 
Advantage over them ; but when that Enemy was ſubdued, 
they readily conſented to reaſonable Terms. We, on the 
other hand, have given our Enemies great Advantages frow 
os 
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11 the Submiſſion of a 
he Superiority we might have claimed from our Strength 
nd Situation. Had we followed the Maxims of that wiſe 
people, we ſhould have told the Spaniards our Terms: If 
hey had not accepted them, we ought to have ventured our 
rather than ſubmitted in one Article ; if we bad been 
znquered, Sir, we could not have been in a worſe Situation 
ian we are put into by this Treaty; and if we had con- 
nuered, then was the Time to have extended our Favour, 
if we could have done it conſiſtently with the Honour of 
reat Britain. This, Sir, would have been no romantic 
y of acting; it would have preſerved our Reputation, 
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cable yhich is inſeparable from the Welfare of a Trading People; 
Jenc t would have ſhewed our Enemies that we were determined 
mA. preſerve our Commerce and Liberties at the Hazard of 
_ pur Lives, and that whenever we come to Relolutions on 


theſe Points, we have the Firmneſs not to depart from 
hem. 

An Honourable Gentleman, Sir, who fits near me, ſaid 
eſterday, * That Military Gentlemen ſhould have as lit- 


- de a. poſſible to offer in Affairs relating to Peace or War ; 
„ that as their Paſſion is for Glory, they might be animated 
* to ſeek it, tho* purchaſed with the Ruin of their Country.” 
* Sir, I congratulate this Aſſembly on the Right Honourable 
ur Gentleman's Change of Sentiments. When I look round 
\ this Houſe, I cannot help ſeeing Cauſe to reflect, that this 
* was not always his way of thinking. Neither will it be 
* Jifficalt to aſſign the true Reaſon of this Change of Opinion. 
C. For my Part, I have always oppoſed Military Gentlemen 
having too much to ſay in Parliament on the Affairs of 
Lon Peace or War; I wiſh, Sir, they had leſs to ſay or do here 


on this very Occaſion : We ſhall ſoon ſee, by the Part they 
Mall take in this Queſtion, how far this Paſſion for Glory, 
the Honourable Gentleman talks of, prevails among them. 
This Night, Sir, they will have an Opportunity of ihewing 
their Zeal for the Intereſt of their Country, and at the ſame 
Tine gratify their Ardor for Action. But, Sir, in all Deli- 
berations of this Kind, I have conſtantly obſerved theſe Mi- 
ltary Gentlemen very prudently conſult the Peace of their 
Country, as well as their own Glory, by being the firſt to 
approve of the Miniſter's moſt detiruttive Schemes, and 
even his pacike Meaſures. We all know, Sir, when it bas 
happened otherwiſe, what was the Conſequence. They 
Who had the Courage, Sir, to follow the Dictates of their 
own Breaſt (I don't mean to reflect on any Gentleman of 
de Army) were diſabled from further lerving their County 
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zur Puſillanimity and Compliance; we have treated with Anno 12 Geo, 
conquered P eople, and given up all II. 1738-9. 
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Anno +2.Gev. in a Mil Capacity. One Exception; Sir, I An 
U. 2738-9. there is, _ 3 — tell Gentlemen that I have in: 
Eye one Military Perſon, great in his Character, gu 
in his Capacity, great by the important Offices he has & 
charged, who wants nothing tomake/hin fill © greater, 
to be firipped of all che Potts, of all thePluveiVhe now!(e 
jovs.— But that, Sir, they dare not do. Iuepeat it, $i 
they dare not. A War, as the Honourable Gentle 
rightly obſerved, is to be avoided if we can do it with 
nour, a vigorous War is the only Means of 'obtaining 
laſting Peace. It is in vain therefore for Gentlemen toil 
claim on the Calamities of War: Let them rather expatine 
on the Miſeries of ſuch a Peace as we have had theſe if 
Moons paſt. Let them compare theſe with the moſt diſm 
Effects of War; the laſt will be found a ſafe, an eaſy, ar 
a glorious. Expedient. © An Honourable Gentleman fi 
we have no Allies. — But whoſe Fault is it, Sir? — H 
not he-himſelf been making Alliances for us all this Rei 
and part of the laſt? And does he now tell us, that 
have not one Ally in the World ? It is at leaſt honeſt in ti 
Gentleman to let us know ſo much. But fince-this is on 
Caſe, let us make the beſt of a bad Bargain: Let us mak 
Uſe of thoſe Advantages that Nature has put into « 
Hands: Let us exert the Courage that our Wrongs ha 
inſpired us with: In ſhort, let us tread in the Steps of k 
mer Ages. Under Queen Elizabeth, Sir, we neither k 
nor did we ſtand in need of Allies. Tho' the Nation the 
lay under many Diſadvantages, which are now become 4 
vantages, ſhe, Sir, by her own Power, red thi 
haughty Enemy, then ſtronger and haughtier; and flul 
we deſpair as Men without Hope? Let us not bring ou 
ſelves into Contempt, by approving this pernicious Treaty! 
. us for once change our ſneaking Conduct, and all wil 
well. 

I ſhall now, Sir, take up no more of your Time. 
There has already been ſo many Arguments unanſwerably 
urged againſt this deſtructive Meaſure, that I cannot pre 
tend to ſay any thing that will add to their Weight, ex- 
cept giving my Negative a ſecond Time to this Addrebs; 
which I heartily do, 

Mr. Pelhame. 

81 R, > 

Mr. Pelhame. © I am ſorry to obſerve that ſome Gentlemen are ne 
to be convinced or fatisfy'd. Inſtead of confining whit 
they ſay to the Subject of the Debate, they rum out ins 

” very indecent Manner againſt thoſe who have the Honor 
to ſerve his Majeſty ; as if, for a Subject to have date 
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Anno 2 Geo. Mes Fitzakerley. n e 
x 745-9 I Ry | 
e' «© Triſeup en ſor my Besse 4 avd c 
Mr. Fitzaker- „ther Gentlemen, whom I have the to be achuaint 
48 ed with, in regard to what has been d-by the. Hong arab 
n re who ſpoke laſt. As to Reaſons. offer 
ainſt this Convention, Sir, they ſtand or fall 
a emſelves. All that I ſhall 5 3 pr is, that 
are approved of by every Man'of and Honeſty, wi 
out Doors. But with regard 40 the Motives of 
the Convention, I rake it upon nc Loa in bel 
my Friends that they are not 1 dare 5 
there had been any one Thing in th e that e 
have been approved of, the . r 2 
have given it its due Weight. As for myſelf, 1 am 
either cenſuring or envying any Gentleman * 
Honour of enjoying the Royal Favour. The Rig 
nourable Gentleman, who, I believe, has the of 
in it, is a Perſon whom I know 4 my own 
Sir, I can ſay it) to be as w mY gently lify'd for a firlt Min 
as any Man in this Nation. bas in this Debate 
uitted himſelf with as much Ability as any Ger 
t ever fat in this Houſe, who had ſo ill a Cauſe w4 
fend, ever did. He has diſcharged the important Polls ll 
has enjoy'd with great Capacity; and bis Temper 
Moderation is beyond Diſpute the moſt extraordinary ofax 
Man ever knew. In ſhort, Sir, his Character in pri 
Life is amiable even in the Eyes of thoſe who differ fn 
him in Public. It may be my Mivfortune, that I di 
with him on this, or any other Oecaſion; but, Sir, I & 
upon ſo ſtrong a Conviction, that our agreeing to this. 
dreſs will be the moſt fatal Meaſure this Houſe ever e 
ter'd into, that if the * 2 Honourable Gentleman i 
determined ” carry it by I ſhall never a 
in this Houſe till r —— 2 a ot 
Por Robert Walpole. 
Six, 
I ſtand up to expreſs m r 
Honourable op is expres . ke laſt, and am ready 
do his Character that Juſtice which all the World « 
that he is a very Learned Lawyer, and has as 2 — 
Underſtanding of the Laws and Conſtitution 
Country as any Man in it. But, Sir, it is really ſurpriti 
if I poſleſs any Part of thoſe great Abilities and Q 
fications the Honourable Gentleman has been ſo kind 
aſcribe to me, whence it ſhould happen, that for theſe m 
Tears paſt, in which that Learned Gentleman and I an 
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in this Houſe, 1 
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leaſt Debate. — | 
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noe Art of thoſe who would be Mi- 
has been raiſed, by which che giddy 

lake like Gen . in a Leading Aring, 
| induced to favour or join with thoſe who firſt Nied the 
lamour; tho the End they were driving at appeared to be 
rectly contrary to the Cry they had raiſed. In a late 
ign, a Clamour was raiſed , among the People, $f 
the Church was in Danger.“ This Cry was firſt 
thoſe who were not, but had a ſtron Mind to be 
flers; and it was  ecchoed back by the People from an 
orners + | Frigh Kingd om. THe who put the + ak _ 
is r Aim: Th t themſelves 
ns ; = they s 1 
der in Power, by the — Means by which abe dad had 
: During their Adminiſtration, the popular Cry —. 
be, The Charch was in Danger? and yet many are 
iltaken, if they were not, during the whole Time of 
cir Adminiſtration, * ſecretly driving at an End, which 
bal have brought the Church into real Danger.” 
* Upon the preſent Occaſion I obſerve, that the general 
nid amen the People is, Our Trade is in Danger.“ 
do not know, Sir, by w this Cry has been raiſed ; but 
m ſure, it has not been raiſed by our Miniſters ; and if 
has been raiſed by thoſe who-are for involving the Nation 
War, it muſt be — that the End they are purſuing 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Cry they have raiſed; 
r War will certainly bring our Trade into real Danger. 
t preſent, I cannot think = Trade in auy real Danger; 
dd I have good Reaſon for thinking ſo ; becauſe in a De- 
+ of twelve Hours, I obſerved there was but one Mer- 
ant that ſpoke againſt this Treaty and now I obſerve, 
t one of our greateſt Merchants, ane who ought to have 
great a Concern for Trade as any Member of this 
ouſe, is fitting in a Place from-whence he cannot ſpeak d. 
Mr. 3 1 taken his Sear in t 
louſe, laid, 
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have had the Mis fortune to Anno 12.Geo, 


ons obſerved; that by the At A- Mor- 
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| Anno 3 2Geo. contrary, I think it will be abſoloyely fatviied, 

738-9 prove of this Convention ; but the Affair bas beet 

n and ſo well ſpoke to by other Members, the 

quences of our agreeing to give a Sandtion to 

minary have been ſet in ſo clear a Right, and 9 10 

in its Favour, 22 a ns 

my givin ou any Trouble upon Oecaſion. 

: — am called upon, Sir. I mu 

Trade is at preſent, 1 think, in the moſt + 

A jul nd «well condunted War can never bringour 

into any Danger. But if we ſhew that we dare unt 

any Injury done to our Trade ; if we allow: 

to be plundered, and our Seamen murdered 

with Impunity, our Trade wi'l not only be in 
muſt be undone. To this I muſt add, Sir, that with 

to the Treaty now under our Conſideration, the Honourd 

the Nation is as much concerned as its Trade ; and they 

fore it aſtoniſhes me to hear the Honourable 

that ſpoke laft, or any Gentleman of his Charafter, makin 

light of lach a SabjeR; for if the Gentlemen of dur: Amy 

ſhould make themſelves merry with the Honqur of the 

Country, or ſhould join in facrifiſing it, by giving a Pail 

| mentary Sanction to an infamous Treaty of Peace, Iain 

they would be at leaſt as le, as thoſe Merchantew 

ſhould make a Joke of, or join. in Gerifling its avi 

CO. 5 J 

ES The Queſtion being the Reſolutions were: 7 

i — _ a Diviſion, 22 17, Noes 214. ® 

The Queſtion was then put upon the Addreſs aa 

op, and Sic Willa Windham {poke a lr 

IR, * 31 * 

Sir William I do not riſe up, —— 

Windham. again my Sentiments upon the Convention, which 

now, it ſeems, to approve of i but to my y 10 

cern at what I have ſeen happen. Io al} che Variety 
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Cauſes : Eicher Gentlemen were convinced by de 1 
ments made uſe of in this Hoaſe for juſtifying thin 
vention, or there are other Methods of convincing 
Reaſan. Lam not at Liberty to it the kutrert 
fore, ] malt foppole it the Hmar: Dae this, Sir, 46 02 
a very melancholy Conſideration; for tho I have atten 
with the ume Regard to all that has been faid upon" 
Convention, T have not heard a figle — 


„erer 
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voor that has, had the lest Weigh 


ire i by 8 a ; * 
conclude, that I do nat underſtand Reaſon 


Duty in this 
to be d 


na 1 


it, I muſt think myſelf incapable of dong my Duty 
in this Houſe z therefore I am reſolved to rexice to che 


- Thin 
and an he- 


aur Conſid eration is à reaſonable 


. 
ſhould not 


this Houſe 


is Nation p but if a Majority of 28, 
ſhould - fail of that Succeſs if the 


implicitly refign their Reaſon to a Vote 
„ What will be the Conſequence? Wul not 


the Parliament loſe its Authority? Will it not be 


ne. 


e thought 
2 Faſtion ? 


un far that, even in Parliament, we are | 
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Friends of the Nas: 


purlue give 
ation and his Majet 
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Royal Family, 
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1 9 7 He was ſeized by the Vigilance of the chen O 
278-9. vernment, and pardoned by its Clemency ; but all the” Uh 
N he has ungratefully mace of that has beet 
qualiſy himſelf according to Law, that he and his 
may, ſome time or other, vy an re 
all LW. HOI 
* Lam only afraid, sir, chat they will whe bo We 
their{Word; add that they will return to Parliament; for] 
remember that, in the Caſe of a favourite Prelate whi 
was impeached of Treaſon, the fame: Gentleman and bb 
Faction made the ſame Reiolution- They then 5 
like Traitirs as they were, Sir ; but their Retreat had 
the deteſtable Effect they expected and wiſhed, and — 
ſore they returned. Ever ſince, Sir, they have 
in the ſame treaſonable Intention of ſerving that 
diſtreſing che Government. But I hope their Behaviour 
will unite all the true rA Eftz 
bliſhment of the Crown in his Majeſty's Perſon and 
-more firmly than ever ; and that the Gentlemen bos Wi 


will awake-from their Delufion, ſince een Re 
bellion is now in a manner founded,” 5. 
Ide Event of this Debate having produced 
morable Seceſſion, by which ſeveral eminent Meiners of 
the Minority abiented from the Service of the Houſe';"the 
Queſtions of Importance that paſſed afterwards in thi 
Seſſion, paſſed rather by a Diviflan than a Debate; :Butu 
a great many Bills of great Conſequence to/ the Trade d 
the Nation were brought in during the — of 
the Seſſion, we ſhould be unpardonable if we d 
before our Readers the principal Part of the P ings 
thoſe Gentlemen who remained with the Houſe? ++ .® * 
Petition about March 13. The Houſe received a — E 
Wool. Traders in the Woolen Manufacture, viz. Clothiers, Serge 
makers, Combers, Weavers, and other Inhabitants within 
the Town of Aſhburton, in the of Devon, (iff bs- 
Ralf of themſelves, and all others concerned in the "aid 
Woolen Manuſactures throughout Great Britain, complain- 
ing of the Decay of the Woolen Manufactury, and priy- 
ing ſuch Relief as to the Houſe ſhould ſeem to meet. 
Referred to a The faid Petition was referred to a Commities of the 
Committee of whole Houſe, as were the ſeveral Petitions upon the e 
the whole Subject that had been preſented that Sees Wann 
Houle. . were ordered to lie upon the Table. 
Reſolutions - March 16. The Houſe having reſolved InelP intw g 
of the faid Committee upon the — they c Aae 
Committee. Reſolutions , Viz. | 
"ay * ke * 


(71) FT 
That it is the Opinion of this. Cammittee;! 1, That, 
the ſeveral and reſpective Duties payable by ſeyeral As of 
Parliament now in Being upon Bay Yarn and W 
imported into this Kingdom from Ireland, ſhal 
after the firſt of May 1740, ceaſe, determine, and 
ger paid. 2. That che Proviſions made by an 


$4 
* * 
no 100 - 


AR for the Explanation and better Execution of former 
Acts made againſt Tranſportation of Wool, Fullers Earth, 
and Scouring-Clay, to prevent the clandeſtine Running of 
Wool from the Sea Coaſts of Kent and Suſſex, by entering 
and regiſtering the lame, be extended round the Sea Conſſa 
of Great Britain and Ireland, with Additions to render the 
ame more eſſectural. 3. That the Liberty of exporting 
Wool and Woolen Yarn from Ireland to 2 


* 


in regiſtered Ships. 5 

or preventing the fraudulent Exportation of Wool from 
Great Britain or Ireland, under Pretence of being fully ma- 
nufactured. 6. That no Wool, Woel-fells, ings, ' 
Shortlings, Wool-flocks, Worſted Bay, or Woolen Yarn in 
Great Britain or Ireland, ſhall be packed up in any Box, 
Barrel, Caſk, Caſe, Cheſt, or any other Package, but in 
Leather, or Canvas, commonly called Pack-Cloth, and 
properly marked. 7. That farther Proviſion - be 
made to prevent the Exportation of Wool. from Great 
Britain, and of Wool and Woolen Manufactures from the 
Kingdom of Ireland to foreign Parts, by giving ſufficient 
Power for the taking and ſeizing of Ships, Veſſels and 
Boats, having on board ſuch Wool or Woolen ManufaQures. 
8. That no Wool-fells, Mortlings, Shortlings, Combed 
Wool, Yarn, Worſted, Cruels, or Wool, {lightly manufactured, 
ſhall be carried in any Ships, Veſſel, or Boat, Coaſtwiſe, 
or from one Port to another, unleſs Notice be firſt given to 
the Commiſſioners, or chief Managers of the Cuftoms, or 
to the Cuſtomer, Collector, or chief Officer of the Port to 
which it is intended to be ſent. 
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which was amended by adding the Ports of Newry, Wex- 
— Wicklow, and Sligo, to the three Ports therein men- 
tioned, | 
Ordered, That Leave ſhould be given to bring in a Bill A 
purſuant to the ſaid Reſolutions, and that Mr. Secretary at in 
War, Mr. Walpole, Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
That | Colone 


QA 
= 
2 * 
= as 


Act of the - 
Ith and 10th of King William the Third, entitled, an 


Theſe Reſolutions being reported to the Houſe, were 
all agreed to without Amendment, excepting the Third, ＋1 > bf 


Bill order' 


| | EF 
Arino r2.Gco. Colonel Bladen, Bir John Barnard, Mr. Earle, Mr. Thom. 
H.'t73%-9. for of York, Mr. Glanville, Mr. Vere, and Mr. Lindf 

do prepere and bring in the ſame, 

petition from - 3. A Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, Comma 
the City of Council, Citizens, and principal Inhabitants of the City a 
Exon relating Rxon, was preſented to the Houſe and read; in which the 
to the Wool petitioners highly approved of the before-mentioned Rs 
— ſolutions, and ſubmitted to the Conſideration of the Hou 
that the Woolen Manufacture in that City, and Parts adh 
cent, had ſor many Vears laboured under great 
ments and Diſadvantages ſor want of having an . 
tunity of importing Wool and Woolen Yarn from 
into that Port, and having the Duty of Fourpence pe 
Stone, payable on all Wool exported from Ireland tak 
off ; for that the Petitioners were by that Means not ooh 
to the extraordinary Charge of  Land-Carriage for fory 

Hes 3 bat alſo that the Iriſh, as the Petitioners 
ed, were laid under a kind of Neceflity of finding a Marks 
for their Wool in foreign Parts, ſince they were deprived 
the Liberty to make the beſt Price of their Wool in all th 
Southern and Eaſtern Parts of England, where it was md 
wanted, and moſt likely to be purchaſed and wroaght oy 
'T hat fince the Houſe had been pleaſed, by one of its Reb 
Jutions, to extend the Liberty of exporting Woal 1 
Woolen Yarn to England in regiſter'd Ships to ſeveral Pat 
of Ireland, (which Reſolution the Petitionets apprebenda 
would highly tend to the general promoting the Woolks 
ManufaQtures of this Kingdom, it was both reaſonable u 
neceſſaty, in order to render the Attainment of this md 

_ deſerable End more effeftual, that the Importation of Wa 
into England might not be confined to a few Ports on tie 
North Side of this Kingdom, where very little Wool wh 
made uſe of, but that the other more confiderable Trad: 
Ports on the South and Eaſtern Sides of this Kingdom mi 
alſo have the Benefit of Wool and Woolen Yarn from Its 
land in regiſter'd Ships extended to them, and particular 
the Port of Exeter, ſo that the whole Kingdom might bb 
come a proper Market for the ſame, and eſpecially that C 
where it was of ſuch general Uſe. 

April 18. A Petition of the Merchants and others d 
the Port of Lancaſter was preſented to the Houſe and rea 
repreſenting, that the Port of Lancaſter was very advib 
tageouſly ſituated for the Importation of Iriſh Wool al 
Bay Yarn, being on the North and Weſt Coaſt of ts 
Kingdom, and nigheſt tothe Towns of Leeds, Halifax, u 
Wakefield, the moſt confiderable Places for the Woo 
Manufacture in the Northern Parts of this Kingdom; 1 


— CA 
— a * 


(38) | 
that the Wool produced in that and the other Northern Anno i2.Geo. 
Counties of this Kingdom was very coarſe, and that Iriſh IL 2739. 
Wool, being generally of a finer Sort, would be very pro- * 6 
per to mix therewith, and would greatly tend to improve 

the ſaid Manufacture; and therefore praying. that the Liberty 

of importing Irifh Wool and Bay Yarn might be extended to 

that Place. | 3 | 

Theſe were the moſt material Petitions preſented in fa- Petition of 

your of the Bill, but April the 12th there had been a Pe- the Inhabi- 

tition preſented to the Houſe and read, of the principal ant of Mine- 
Inhabitants of the Borough of Minehead in Someriet, the wo Bin 
in behalf of themſelves and many others, Traders con- 

cetned in the Woolen Manufactures; alledging, that the 

taking off the Duty from Iriſk Yarn would, as the Petitioners 

conceived, encourage the Iriſh to enlarge that Branch of 


2 


2 


T's 


A 
| 


ben Manufacture and Exportation thereof, which was already 
ar become very conſiderable; and thereby deprive Multitudes of 
ved che Poor in that Borough, and other Places of the King- 
dom, eſpecially Combers and Spinners, of their Labour; the 
3 wel Conſequence of which might increaſe Pariſh Charges, and 
It bring a further Load on Lands, and alſo depreciate the 


rice of our own Wool; and would not, as the Petitioners 
onceived, conduce to the Preſervation of Wool, when, as 
the French and others for the Support of their Woolen 
Manufactures might give an advanced Price, ſome would be 
taken with the Temptation of that Gain, and therefore, 
for the Good of the general, (tho' ſome particular Places : 
might defire it) the Advantage of the Revenue, the Em- LY 
ployment of the Poor, praying, that the Duty thereon might | 
— and alſo praying, that no more Ports might be N 
opened. | 
April 19. The Bill was preſented to the Houſe by Co- The Bill pre- 
lonel Bladen, read a firſt Time, ordered to be read a ſecond ſented to the 
Time, and to be printed. In the mean time, a Petition Houie. | 
of the ſeveral Perſons, whoſe Names were thereunto ſub- 
ſcribed, and ſeveral others concerned in the Importation of 
Peltz and Wool from Ireland, to the Port of Cheſler, was 
preſented to the Houſe and read, repreſenting, | 
That a Duty is paid both in Ireland and England on all p&;;os from 
Pelts imported into Great Britain, which occations the Pec- Cheſter u 
ple of Ireland often to pull the Wool there, and afterwards the Wool Bill, 
dreſs the Skins, and make Gloves thereof, which Gloves 
and Wool are frequently run, to the great Prejudice of the 
fair Trader; and that the Petitioners conceive, that if the 
Duty on Pelts was taken off in England and Ireland, it 
would effectually prevent the pulling the Wool off che Pelts 
in Ireland, and be a very great Encouragement for them to 
Vor. VI. L im port 


TT 
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(74) | 

Anvo t 2.Geo. import the ſame into England; and that the Petitionen d 
II. 1739. believe, if the ſaid Duties were taken off, it would not he 
any way prejudicial to the Revenue of Great Britain, by 

rather an Increaſe of it by the Duties paid for Leather 

and for the Salt made uſe of in the curing the ſame, which 

in this Caſe would be much larger, by reaſon of the 
Importation of Pelts; and that the greateſt Part of Yan 

imported into England from Ireland is landed at Briflol, 

and the principal Part of raw Woal from the ſame King: 

dom is imported into Cheſter and Liverpool, and mans 

factured in the Counties of York and Lancafter, to the 

great Support of the Poor of thoſe Counties; and that the 

Petitioners are much afraid, if any Port be opened beyoul 

the Land's End, for the Importation of Wool from Ireland 

to England, the ſame will not only give a greater Oppat 

tunity to run the Wool into France, but be the Ruin d 

the poor Manufacturers of the ſaid Counties cf York auf 

Lancaſter ; and therefore praying for ſuch Relief, as t 

Houſe ſhall think fit. e 

The Bill read May 10. The Bill being read a ſecond Time, a Petiti 


1 17 of the Perſons whoſe Names were thereunto ſubſcribed, is 


Time. behalf of themſelves, and the reſt of the Gentlemen, G at 
ziers and Farmers of the Divifion of Lindſey, in the Cou No 

of Lincoln, was preſented to the Houſe and read, n 

ſenting, Poc 

PTY That within the Memory of moſt of the Petitioners, tan" 
Petition from price of Wool is fallen near one Half, whereby the Ti nd 


NT — * nants, who pay the ſame Rents as when the Wool 


Lincoln on deareſt, or greater, are diſabled from holding their Fam 
the lame. without proportionable Abatement of Rent, or to diſchan 
the great Arrears that are owing to their Landlords; 
that by importing Wool from Ireland, the Price of 
liſh Wool muſt nct only be reduced ſtill lower, but gre ion 
Part thereof will not be ſaleable at all, the Growth of thi 
Commodity being already too great for the Marker; 2 
that the Petitioners do not conceive how the taking offt 
Duties from Iriſh Yarn, and increafing the Number of Pen 
as intended by the Bill now before the Houſe, can'be 
Means of preventing the Exportation of Iriſh Wool « 
Woolen Mlanufactures to foreign Parts, or why as effet 
Methods may not be taken to prevent ſuch Exportat 
while thoſe Duties continue, and the Ports which give C 
portunities of exporting are fewer ; but that the Peritione 
apprehend, that as the taking off thoſe Duties will lower! 
Price of Wool in England, fo it will advance the Vale 
Wool in Ireland, and conſequently bring the Iriſh and H 


(75) , 


hich will diſcourage the Linnen Manufacture there, it 
will oblige the Tenants in England, in order to make their 
Rents by Corn, which they will not be able to make by 
ool, to plough up their Sheepwalks and Paſtures, and 
hereby ruin the Farmers here; and that the Price of the 
ool itſelf is ſo conſiderable in all Manufactures, that the 
reducing it will undo the Grower, without any Benefit to 
de Manufacturer, or even bringing it cheaper to Market, 
2s the Trade is now managed, it being well known that 
oolen Goods ſell as dear now as when Wool was double 
ze Price, tho' all Neceſſaries of Life are much lower 
dow than they were at that Time, and the Manufacture 
ther worſe than better; and that, if the Petitioners for 
he Bill may themſelves be believed, now that the Wool is 
he cheapeſt, the Trade is in the utmoſt Decay ; which 
hews, that as the Greatneſs of the Price of Wool has not 
een the Grievance, ſo neither will a Reduction of it be 
ze Remedy; and that the Petitioners apprehend it would 
plainly appear, had they Time to make a proper Appli- 
tion to the Houſe, that if the Bill now before the Houſe 
hould paſs into a Law, it will bring down the Rents of all 
ngliſh Lands, or ſtarve the Tenants, and ſuch of the 
Poor as live by Spinning, (whaſe Wages fince the Impor- 
ation of Iriſh Yarn are already leſſened one third Part) 
nd will be an Advantage only to a few Malter-Workmen, 
Merchants, and Factors, who under the Pretence of a public 
z00d ſeek only to amaſs to themſelves great Eſtates by 
dpprefling the Body of the People, whoſe Labours are the 
oundation of the Trade itſelf, and the Suppart of the 
ſobility and Gentry of the Kingdom; but thatgthe Peti- 
joners hope the Houſe will find Means for ſatisfying the 
eaſonable Deſires of the one, without ruining the other, and 
vr encouraging the Woolen Trade in general, by allow- 
ng all who contribute thereto, from the Grower to the Ex- 
— a reaſonable Share of the Profit that is to be made 
her 7. 


nion, of the ſaid Petitions they paſſed the Bill, which 
ve wise paſſed the other Houſe without any Amendments, 
- ca received the Royal Aſſent. 


hich was of fo great Conſequence to our Trade, we 
dall go on to anather of equal [mpariancs which paſſed 
= 2 this 


wer 5 
aloe 
d 


m Lands to an Equality; tho' the Rent now paid for one is Anno 12. Geo. 
double the Rent paid for the other; and whilſt ic invites the. IL 2739 
Iriſh Tenants to turn their Lands to the keeping of Sheep. 


The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee upon n. 
e aid Bill, in which having fully conſidered the Alle- ommitted. 


Having thus regularly ſtated the Progreſs of this Bill, Sugar BU. 
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; (76) 
Aan x 2.6co.' chis Seffion, and obſerve the ſame Method as in the fob; 
IL 1739 mer. - +32 Sql 
) March 14. A Petition of the Merchants, Planters, 
the Planters, others, trading to and intereſted in his Majeſty's Sugar Ca 
—— 


lonies in America, was preſented to the Houſe, and ready 
ſetting forth the Importance to this Kingdom of the faid 
Colonies and the Trade thereof; and repreſenting the m 
ſent flouriſhing Condition of the French Sugar Settlements; 
and the preſent low Condition of the Britiſh Colonies; 
and attributing this ſurpriſing Alteration, amongſt others; ty 
the following Cauſes, viz. to the very Duties both a 
Home and in the Plantations on our Engliſh Sugars, com- 
red with thoſe laid on the French; to the Supplies d 
roviſions and other Neceſſaries the French have from lie 
land and North America, without which they could ag 
{bfiſt ; and to the Reſtraints the Britiſh Colonies are under, 
as the Laws now ſtand, from ſending any Sugars,. Coſſee, 
Cocoa, Indigo, and Ginger, to foreign Markets, before they 
are firſt landed in Great Britain, by which Means they art 
liable to the great Charge, Riſque, and Delay attending . 
double Voyage; and repreſenting, that the Liberty of x 
direct Exportation of the Products of our Sugar Iflands ty 
the ſeveral foreign Ports in Europe is the only Means left 
to regain the foreign Sugar Trade ; and a—— the 
Hope of the Petitioners, that the great Advantage the Trade 
and Navigation of Great Britain, as well as the Provinced 
South Carolina, have received by a Liberty of the ſame Ns 
ture with regard to Rice, will be a farther Inducement u 
this Houſe to grant this Liberty to our Sugar Plantations; 
and further repreſenting, that another great Diſadyantage u 
the Britiſh Sugar Settlements ariſes from the Duties payable 
on Cocoa, Coffee, Ginger, and Rum imported into Great 
Britain from the Britiſh Colonies, and the Prohibition w 
fell Rum in leſs Quantities than two Gallons; and ſetting 
forth, that as the Petitioners have with great Deference ſub 
mitted to the apparent Diſadvantages they labour under | 
the AQ againſt retailing ſpirituous Liquors in leſs Quantitid 
than two Gallons, without preſuming to aſk any Alteratio 
in the ſame, they are encouraged to hope, that the Dat 
and Exciſe on Rum ſhall be lefſened; .and 10g 4 
further great Diſcouragement the Britiſh Sugar Colonia 
labour under from the Importation of French Sugars, Run 
and Molaſſes, into Great Britain, and our Northern Colo 
nies in America, without paying any more Duty than # 
they had been of Britiſh Produce, the preſent Laws for pre- 
venting the {ame being moſt notoriouſly evaded, and by ud 
Means ſuffcient to remedy this Evil; and therefore rep 


(7 3+ 
enting it as & Matter abſolately neccflary for fupportibg the Anno x de 
Sugar Colonies of this: Kingdom, that the Laws already H. $379 
nade for laying Duties on foreign Sugar, Rum and Mos 
las imported into Great Britain and America, maß re- 
eive ſuch Alterations and Additions, as may be ſuſicieur | 
fetually to prevent all fuch-clandeftmie Commerce for the . 
ture; and further repreſenting, that the Trade in Indigo, y 
vhich our Britiſh Colonies formerly ſupplied us with for 
Home and Foreign Conſumption, is now wholly gained from 
* by the French, from whom we are under a Neceſlity of 
buying almoſt all the Indigo we uſe; the Loſs of which 
rade was entirely owing to the high Duties laid on this 
ommodity in Great Britain; and that there is too much Rea« 
on to fear the like ill Conſequences may attend the preſent 
jigh Duties on our Sugar, Cocoa, Coffee, and Ginger ; and 
tat the Neceſſity we are under for Indigo is ſo great, that 
hen the Trade for that Commodity was in our own Hands, 44 
t was ſubjeted to a greater Duty than it could bear, yet 

hat now it is entirely in the Hands of Foreigners, the Le- 

piſlature has thought fit, as an Encouragement to the Im- 

portation of it, to exempt it from paying any Duty at all; 

and that the Sum this Nation pays yearly to France for In- 

ligo does not amount to leſs (as the Petitioners believe) than 

50000 / and therefore ſubmitting to the Confideration of 

ie Houſe, whether it would not be of great Benefit to the 

Public that ſome proper Encouragement ſhould be given ta 

he planting of Indigo, ſo as thereby to be enabled to re- 

over that Trade, and that ſuch a Reduction be made in the 

Duty and Exciſe on the other Welt-India Commodities, as 

may preſerve and promote our Trade therein; and therey 

fore praying the Houſe to provide ſuch ample and eſfectual 

Remedies as the Houſe ſhall judge proper. 


—_—_ TFT: 33-4 


Fs 


FAST 


n 1 This Petition was referred to the Conſideration of a Referred to a3 
tting ommittee of the whole Houſe, which, on the 22d, refolved* Committee of 
fob WWicle!f into a Committee of the whole Houſe to confider of tbe whole 


de fame. March the 22d, the Houſe came to the following 9 
1 viz. ; | 

That in order to encourage his Majeſty's Subjects in e 
he Britiſh Sugar Colonies in — to improve and ex- — af 
tend their Settlements there, it was noceſſary they ſhould be mittee. 
permitted, for a limited Time, to carry Sogars of Britiſh 
Growth from the ſaid Colonies directly to foreign Parts, 
under proper Reſtrictions. | 
II. That ſome more effeQual Proviſions ſhould be made, 


FRESELE SG 


2 
ms. 


p for ſccoring the Duties laid upon the Importation of foreiga 
Sugars, Rum, and Molaſſes into Great Britain, and his 
jeſty's Plantations in America, | 
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Anno i 2.Geo. In Purſuance of the firſt of theſe Reſolutions, a Bill wy 
II. 2739. brought in on the 4th of April; and in Purſuance of the 
ad another Bill. was brought in on the ad of May, bay 
which were paſſed into Laws ; but the firſt met with grey 
O oſition. , 51 . 
Petition from eri 5. A Petition of the Society of Merchant Adven. 
the Merchants turers of the City of Briſtol, under their common Seal, un 
of — wo preſented to the Houſe, and read; repreſenting, that ſhoul 
| Ell a Law paſs, giving Liberty to the Planters and others in 
tereſted in the Britiſh Sugar Colonies in America, to cam 
their Sugars and other Product to foreign Markets, withoy 
landing the ſame in Great Britain, it would be of the u 
moſt ill Conſequence to the Petitioners and others his M 
jeſty's trading Subjects in Great Britain, and a great Ds 
ſtruction of Trade and Navigation; and therefore praying 
to be heard by themſelves — Counſel againſt the Bill. 
| 11 12. A Petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, an 
— of . — ng of the Corporation of Liverpool, trading u 
iverpool. the Britiſh Colonies in America, was preſented and 'readj 
ſetting forth, that the ſaid Bill, if it ſhould paſs into a Law 
would neceſſarily decreaſe the Exportation of the Prodiſ 
and ManufaQures of all Sorts of Goods from Great Britaiz 
and that it would be greatly prejudicial to the Petitioner 
in particular, as well as to the Trade and Navigation of thi 
Kingdom in general ; and therefore praying to be heard by 
their Counſel againſt it. 
Of the Mer- Abril 19. A Petition of ſeveral Merchants and othen 
chants ot of the City of London was preſented and read; ſetting 
London. forth as follows, viz. that by an Act made in the t ath Yeu 
of the Reign of King Charles II. entitled, An Act fot 
encouraging and increaſing Shipping and Navigation, 
and ſeveral ſubſequent Acts of Parliament, the Trade d 
the Britiſh Colonies in America was reitrained intirely is 
Great Britain, and under theſe Laws the Britiſh Sugar Plat 
tations have been greatly increaſed and improved ; and 
that the Petitioners conceived, ſhould the Bill now depen⸗ 
ing in the Houſe for granting Liberty to carry Sugars d 
the Growth, Produce or Manufacture of any of his Ms 
jeſty's Sugar Colonies in America from the ſaid Colows 
directly to foreign Parts, paſs into a Law, it will render ia 
Trade of thoſe Colonies leſs beneficial to this Kingdom, # 
it will turn Part of that Commerce into a new Channel, # 
the great Advantage of Foreigners, but to the great In 
judice of the Trade and Navigation of Great Britain: 1 
that the Petitioners alſo conceive, that the paſling this Bil 
will enable the Planters of the Britiſh Sugar Colonies 
America, by large Exportations of Sugers directly to Halt | 
upp 


19 | 
nd other Countries, to make ſuch Countries a Mart for their Annona 2 &&- ; 
bupars, and bring Great Britain in a Manner dependent I. 1239. 
pon them for that Branch of Trade, by putting it in their N 
Power to advance the Prices of Sugars in this Kingdom, 
whenever they may think fit, at the Expence of the whole 
People of Great Britain, and to the Ruin of the Manu- 
Aury of refined Sugars, which has fo vaſtly increaſed in 
he Courſe of ſome Years paſt in this Kingdom; and will, 
reſides, give the Planters an Opportunity of ſupplying 
hemſelves in ſuch foreign Countries with many Conveni- 
ncies of Life, and the Requiſites for planting, to the great 
Decreaſe of the Woolen, Linnen, and other the Manu- 
aAtures of Great Britain and Ireland; and that the Peti- 
ioners likewiſe conceive, that all Perſons concerned in the 
aking Sail-cloth, Cordage, and all other the Materials 
or Shipping, as well as in the repairing, victualling, and 
itting out Ships in Great Britain, muſt neceſſarily loſe great 
Part of their Trade and Buſineſs; and that the Seamen on 
oard all Ships, purſuing ſuch direct Voyages from the 
ritiſh Colonies to foreign Countries, will ſpend their 
ages in ſuch Countries, where they unload the Sugars, to 
e great Prejudice of their Families, and the great Loſs of 
his Kingdom; and therefore praying, that the Houſe will 
e pleaſed to take the Premiſſes into Conſideration, and give 
hem Leave to be heard by their Counſel againſt the ſaid 
Bill, 1 0 
April 26. A Petition of the Sugar Refiners in the City Of the Sugar 
London and Parts adjacent ns een 2nd read, re- — = 
preſenting as follows, viz. that the Petitioners conſtantly 
give Employment to a great Number of Trades, ſuch as 
Blackſmiths, Copperſmiths, Flumbers, Back-makers, Brick 
ayers, Carpenters, Potters, Coopers, Tallow-Chandlers, 
dationers, and others, beſides a great Number of menial 
dervants, who depend, for their Subſiſtence, on this Manu- 
atture ; and likewiſe conſume very large Quantities of 
dals, which pay a very confiderable Duty to the Public, as 
nell as greatly increaſe the Navigation of this Kingdom; 
ad that for three Years laſt paſt, the whole Produce of the 
dugar Plantations have been taken off the Hands of the 
roprietors at very high Prices; and had the Importation 
ff Sugars been much larger, they had not wanted Pur- 
haſers ; for (notwithſtanding the Importation of Sugars to 
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ade Port of London the laſt Year amounted to upwards of 
lis BUNS xty thouſand Hogſheads, being, upon a Medium, the uſual 
Lantuy annually imported for ſome Years paſt) many Su- 

zoll houſes are now unemploy'd, for want of a ſufficient 
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pply of Sugar at Market; and that, ſhould the Bill now 
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ng in this Houſe, for granting a Liberty-to 

” of * the Growth, Produce, or Manufacture, of | 
of his Majeſty's Sugar Colonies in America from the 
Colonies directly to foreign, Parts, in Ships built in :C 
Britain, and navigated according to Law, paſs into a. 
the Quantity of Sugars imported into Great Britain w: 
eeſſarily be much Jeſs, and conſequently the Price of & 
will be ighes, at the Expence of the Conſumers, and tot 
Decreaſe of the public Revenue ; and as I 
ned Sugar will advance, in proportion to the Price of N 
cavados, it will occaſion not only leſs Conſumption of th 
Commodity, as well as of ſeveral other Commodities whi 
Pay Duties to the Crown, but will prevent the 
of any refined Sugars to foreign Countries, to the/great 
of the Nation and of the Petitioners, and all others c 
cerned in the manufacturing of Sugars in this Kingdom, | 
enabling Holland and Hamburgh, which are already 
plied with Muſcavado Sugar cheaper than Great Britain, 
be ſupplied ſtill cheaper, and to ſupply every other Count 

in Europe, much cheaper than Great Britain will be able 
— with the Manufactury of refined Sugars ; and that by 
Liberty aſked, the Difference of Price between the Mark 
of Holland and Hamburgh, and the Market of Great I 
tain, will be ſo great, as that it will probably be a Te 
ration to the Running of manufactured Sugars into 
Kingdom, to the farther great Loſs of the Petitioneni 
Particular, as well as the Nation in general; and therek 
praying the Houſe to take the Premiſes into C | 
and that the Bill may not paſs into a Law. 

Befides theſe, there were Petitions of the fame Na 
with that from Briſtol and Liverpool, preſented in the 
of the Merchants and others of the City of Cheſter ; in 
Name of the Merchants of the Port of Lancaſter, and othes 
and in the Name of the Merchants and others of the I 


"Whitehaven. - 


April 30. The Bill was read a ſecond Time, when t 
Petition * the Merchants and others of London, and 
Petition of the Society of Merchant-Adventurers in Bri 
were read, and the Petitioners heard by their C 

May 23. It was read a third Time and paſſed, and f 
up to the Houſe of Lords, where ſome Amendments 
made, which were agreed to by the Commons, and 
1 the Royal Aſſent at the End = — Sedivo. 

3. A Meſlage from his Majeſty, fi y his 
was preſented to the Houſe, which Toing read from 


Chair was as follows; X 
G 101 
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GroxceREex, Anno 12 Geo, 
7 IS Mats being. —— by the Laws now in II. 173g. 
| Being, from ing Provifions for his younger 
« Children out of the Hereditary Revenues of the Crown, 
« in ſuch manner as his Royal Predeceſſors have uſually 
% done; and being deſirous that competent Proviſions 
« ſhou!d be made for the Honourable Support and Main- 
« tenance of his dearly beloved Son the Duke of Cumber- 
« land; and of his dearly beloved Daughters the four 
« younger Princeſſes ; his Majeſty hopes that he ſhall be 
« enabled by Act of Parliament, to grant an Annuity of 
« 150007. per Annum, to the Duke of Cumberland and 
« his Iſſue, and an Annuity of 24000 /. per Annum tothe 
four Princeſſes, to take Effet after his Demiſe, and re- 
« commends the Confideration thereof to this Houſe.” 
Sir Robert Walpole. 

Six, | 
The Meſſage that has been read will, I dare ſay, meet Sir Robert 
vith no Obſtruction in this Houſe. It is with Pleaſure, Sir, W#'pole. 
hat every good Subject ſees the Royal Line fo ſtrong as to 
nſure a long Duration of Happineſs to theſe Kingdoms, in 
he Perſons of his Majeſty's Deſcendants ; and the Attach- 
nent of his Royal Houſe to the Liberties of this Nation, 
zire us all Reaſon to hope that ſucceeding Princes will 
ad in the Paths of his preſent Majeſty, who has been 
itherto ſo careful of all his Subjects Rights, and fo 
atchful over their Preſervation. 
Sir, his Majefty has been ſo tender of aſking for any 
hing on account of his own Family, that they are now, in 
ale of his Demiſe, in a more precarious Situation than 
he Children of any Gentleman of Fortune in England. 
n ſuch an Event, Sir, which Heaven avert, no Gentleman 
an, from the Hiſtory of our Conſtitution, take upon him to 
y in what Manner they have a Right to be provided for. 
believe a future Parliament would refle& with Gratitude 
pon the Bleſſings of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, and make 
ſuitable Proviſion for his Royal Progeny ; but I imagine 
o Gentleman in this Houſe would chuſe to leave the Pro- 
hon of his younger Children upon a precarious Footing. 
arliaments like other Bodies are changeable: And it would 
an unpardonable Neglect in his Majeſty as a Father, 
ould he leave ſo numerous an Iſſue to the Uncertainty of 
Parliamentary Provifion to be made after his Demiſe. 
* Theonly other Method, by which his Majeſty's younger 
hildren in ſuch a Caſe could be provided ſor, is by the 
rince upon the Throne. But, Sir, tho* I have, and I be- 
ede every Gentleman has, the greateſt Opinion of the 

You. VI. M Virtues 
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Anno 12 Geo. Virtues of the Royal Perſon, who is the Heir of the Cre 
II. 1739. yet we are to conſider, that his Royal Highneſs is Biel 
WYNS with a young Progeny; and that, as no Man can'anſwy 
for Events, if the two Royal Lives ſhould fall before thi 
Children of his Royal Highneſs are of Age, the Govern! 
ment deyolves upon a Regency; and give me Leave, diu, 
to ſay, that there is no Precedent in this Nation, nor any 
poſitive Law now in being, that can determine, as the Roy 
Family muſt in ſuch a Caſe ſtand, to what Perſon the Re: 
gency devolves, This Conſideration is of itſelf ſufficient 
to juſtify the Application now made by his Majeſty to thii 
Houſe ; it is no more than any private Gentleman woulf 
do to put his younger Children above a precarious 

dance, and I dare ſay, that no Gentleman will think that 
his Majeſty ought to be put under Diſablilities, whicl 
every one here, who is a Father, would look upon as har 

and unreaſonable. | i. 

« I hope Gentlemen are fully convinced, how becoming 
is in his Majeſty as a Father to make ſuch an Application, 
and how becoming it is in us as a Houſe of Commoũs 
anſwer it in the moſt effectual Manner; the only Coat 
deration, therefore, that Gentlemen can now have, is wil 
regard to the Quantum, that is demanded by this Meflage 
As to that, Sir, I will venture to ſay, that when we ge 
it, it is the ſmalleſt Proviſion that ever was made for d 
Crown of Britain; nay, the whole of the Proviſion { 
four Royal Perſonages does not amount to one Half d 
what former Parliaments have thought bat a moderate pn 
viſion for one. King James, Sir, when Duke of Yo 
had 100,000 7. ſettled upon him by AR of Parliament 
and that I think is the only Parliamentary Provifion f 
younger Children, that can ſerve as a Precedent on this Oc 
caſion; becauſe it is the only one fince the Reſtoration; 
for before that Time the Crown had a great Property it 
Lands, and could without a Parliamentary Concurrenee pg 
vide for its younger Children. King Charles IId had ut 
Jawful Iſſue of his own Body to provide for; the Childres 
of King James were married, and their Settlements mad 
before he came to the Crown; King William had no Cu 
dren ; Queen Ann had none, that lived till after ſhe cat 
to be Qucen ; and the Daughters of his late Majefty we 
married before his Acceſſion to the Throne of Britain 
Upon the whole, therefore, I believe there never was 
Demand made by the Crown more reaſonable and modern 
than this is. It is for a Proviſion to younger Childrens 
which cannot be made without Conſent of Parliament, at 

a Proviſion ſo moderate, that I dare fay no other Objeai® 
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5 it will be made in this Houſe, but that it is too little. Anno 12. Geo- 
Therefore I bumbly move that Leave be given to bring in II. 2739. 

a Bill to enable his Majeſty to ſettle an Annuity of 19000/. tf 

der Annum, upon his Royal Highneſs, the Duke of Cum. Motten * 
berland, and his Heirs, and alſo one other Annuity of Ln "IG 
24000 J per Annum, upon the Princelles Amelia, Carolina, tied by Parlia- 
Mary, ak (7 Louila.” ment npon 


| a | 
The Anſwer to this was as follows ; 2 a. 
SIR, and 24,000 L 


« I don't ſtand up to oppoſe this Motion, fo far from it a Year 
that I agree in all that has been faid in Favour of his Ma- upon I 
ieſty's paternal Care, both of his Family and his Kingdom. ; 
farther agree that the Proviſion to be made by Parliament Anſwer. 
in Favour of his Royal, Highneſs is rather too ſcanty ; I 
ih, Sir, the Meſſage had aſked for more; becauſe the 
more independent any Perſon ſo near the Crown is, ſo 
much the more Security we have for the Enjoyment of our 
Rights and Liberties. _ . . 3 
Bat tho I have no Objection, yet I have ſome Difficulties 
ith regard to a Bill of this Kind. The Honourable Gentle- 
man has obſerved very properly, that this Proviſion cannot 
de made without our diſpenſing with Acts of Parliament, 
by which our Kings are bound up from diſpoſing of any of 
he Hereditary Revenues of the Crown, during their own 
ifetime, Now, Sir, I am not Lawyer enough to know, 
whether our agreeing to a Mortgage (for this is no other) 
of the Hereditary Revenues of the Crown may not be looked 
upon by the next Prince as an Injury done to him as the 
Heir of Entail. This, Sir, I don't mention as an Objection, 
but as a Thing that may be proper to be conſidered. 
At the ſame time, Sir, I cannot but take Notice, that 
the preſent Circumſtances of this Nation, when a War with 
Spain ſeems unavoidable, call aloud that we ſhould be as 
Iparing as poſſible of every thing that may beget a future 
Burthen to the People. I have often obſerved in read- 
ing, and ſometimes from my own Experience, that the 
Civil Liſt is of a very growing Nature, and I am afraid 
that our paſſing this very Bill may, in Time to come, ſad- 
dle the Nation with 39000 /. a Year more than it is at 
preſent. My Reafon is, that the Miniſters of the ſucceed- 
Ing Prince will in all Probability take Occaſion to apply to 
Parliament to have this 39000 J. made up to the Civil Liſt. 
For this Purpoſe they will uſe the Greatneſs of the preſent 
Civil Liſt as an Argument; they will inſiſt upon it, that it 
is unreaſonable the Crown ſhould then have a ſmaller Re- 
venue than it had in the Reign of his preſent Majeſty ; and 
we kroy the Complaiſance of late Parliaments too well to 
: M 2 doubt 


(84) 
Anno x 2. Geo. doubt that they will refuſe to make it up the full Sum thy 
II. 1739. his preſent Majeſty enjoys. But the Misfortune to dhe 
Nation does not lie here only ; for when the Money, which 
we are to ſettle on the younger Children of his Majeſty by 
this Bill, ſhall revert to the Hereditary Revenue, I an 
afraid that the Money granted 'by Parliament to (opply ü. 
while it was deficient, will never revert to the Native. 
My Reaſon for fearing this,'is becauſe I could never herd 
the Civil Liſt giving up any thing it was once poſſeſt of 
however the Cauſes for which it was granted might cet 
This naturally brings me to another Confideraticq, 
Every-body is ſenſible what a vaſt Civil Liſt was graut 
by Parliament to his preſent Majeſty ; and that it had ng 
been ſo great, but with a View that the Prince of Wale 
was to have out of it 100, ooo J. a Year, at leaſt as footy 
he ſhould be married, and have a Family to maintain. A 
ther Conſideration, that prevailed with Parliament, was bu 
Majeſty's numerous Family, and the Expence of the Queail 
Houſhold. Now, Sir, I believe moſt Gentlemen are fe 
fible, that the Prince of Wales's Income from the Civillli 
does not exceed one Half of what the Parliament men 
he ſhould enjoy; and that by the Death of the late Oven 
there is at leaſt a Saving of 50000 J. a Year in his Majeſh\ 
Expences. Therefore there is now in the Hands of it 
Miniſter at leaſt 100, ooo 4. per Annum more than the 
Parliament intended there ſhould be, when the preſent C 
Lift was ſettled ; and yet I don't hear of any Eaſe that tk 
Public has got. I ſhould be glad to know, Sir, Why ths 
100,000 J. a Year is not laid up for Proviſions to the Roji 
Progeny; if it were, I am ſure in a very few Years, 
Heaven be praiſed there is a natural Probability that l 
Majeſty will live a great many, there would be a' very han 
ſome Proviſion for all the Royal Iſſue, without any Burtke 
to the Public. 1 
Gad forbid, Sir, that it ſhould ever be inſinuated, a 
his Majeſty ought not to have the ſame Privilege with a 
private Gentleman to provide for younger Children; bet! 
don't remember, Sir, any Inſtance of an annual Provil 
made by Parliament in Favour of the younger Daughters 
the Crown. The Princeſs of Orange indeed had an 
nual Proviſion, but that was in Confideration of her be 
the eldeſt Daughter; and to enable her the better top! 
port the Dignity of the eldeſt Daughter of the Crown; 
Britain. At preſent, Sir, Frugality ought to be our favour 
Virtue, and tho' the Sum mentioned in this Meſſage is 
moderate, yet I hope thoſe Gentlemen, who are in W 
Houſe and in the Miniſtry, will adviſe ſuch frugal Meals 
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that x Proviſion may be mide for the Iſſue bf his Ma- ; 
jy, wi al Barthen pon the Nation: F 


, without laying any additional 
Sir William Young. * | "8 
« I am glad that the Honourable Gentleman whe ſpoke sir Willa 


* 


laſt did not oppoſe the Bill, for it would be very ſtrange, Young. 
x if ſuch a Bill had met with the leaſt Oppoſition in 1. 
ard Houſe. But if I did not miſtake, he thought it would be 
ſt of a little dangerous for us to ſet aſide a poſitive Act of Parlia- 
dent WY ment againſt the King upon the Throne, alienating any 


Part of his Hereditary Revenues. As to that Point, if it be 
conſidered, this Act was made in the Reign of the late 
King William, and yet a very few Years after it was ſet 
aſide in the Caſe of providing a Settlement in Favour of 
Prince George of Denmark. I never heard that the Parlia- 
ment in thoſe Days thought any Inconveniency could ariſe 
from that Exception; and I am fare that on this occaſion 
there is a great deal more to be ſaid in Favour of ſuch an 
Exception, than there was on that. Beſides, this Act was 
never meant to bind up our Pritices from being able to pro- 
vide ſor younger Children; it was only meant to ptevent 
the Hereditary Revenues being diſpoſed of without Conſent 


jelly of Parliament; becauſe it may be poſſible for a Prince to 
of the make ſuch Alienations, as may not leave a ſufficient Re- 
yenue to ſupport the Dignity of his Succeſſor. But all that 


his Majeſty requires by this Meſſage can never aſſect the 
Revenues ; for ſome Proviſion to be ſure would be made for 
the younger Children of the Royal Family; that Proviſion 
mult come out of the Pocket of the Nation ; and this Meſ- 
ſage is only to aſcertain the Quantum, and the Manner of 
ſuch a Proviſion, that his Majeſty may have the Satisfaction 
of knowing that his Children have a Certainty to depend 
Upon, . | 
* As to the Legality of giving our Conſent to his Ma- 
jeſty's making ſuch a Proviſion, I cannot ſee the leaſt Foun- 
dation in the World for doubting of it. The Honourable 
Gentleman talked of its being like making a Mortgage, 
without Conſent of the Heir of Entail. Sir, under Fayour, 
I think this Houſe does not need the Concurrence of any 
Perſon to enable them to bring in a Bill of this Kind. I 
apprehend, that an Act of Parliament can bind any ſuc- 
ceeding Prince ; and that the Revenue, which is to fall by 
this Bill to the younger Children of the Royal Family, 
will be theirs as much as any Gentleman's Eſtate is his 
own; and that they will have the very ſame Right to it, 
that the Prince upon the Throne will have to his Revenue. 
$ The Fears which the Honourable Gentleman ſeemed 
3 


„ 


„ 


086) 


Anno 52.6eo. to be under, leaſt this Bill, if it, hall paſs into.an, AQ, mi 


II. 2739. 


Seſſion; and upon Thurſday 


increaſe the Revenue of the Crown, ſeem to 1 9 Pay 
e 


great Compliment to the Underſtandin or Honelly 


ceeding Parliaments. I apprehend, Sir, You han 
many Inſtances upon your Journals of the . Parliamea 
making Reductions of Grants, when the Reaſons, for: they 


ceaſed. If Gentlemen will foreſce Contingenciez, that ax 


but juſt barely poſſible, I don't know any thing we can dy 
to which unanſwerable Objections may not be made, _ Oy 


ſhall never be afraid of doing a. right Thin NOW; ber N 


paſſing this Bill is, I am ſure, a right Thing in itself, and] 


a wrong Thing may be done by others hereafter. 


« The Honourable Gentleman mentioned the Civil Li 


as if it were ſufficient for ſupplying all the Ends. of th 


Bill. But when Gentlemen (as they very often do) talk « 
the Greatneſs of the Civil Liſt, I wiſh that they wouldy 
the ſame time conſider how much there is, to do with! 
His Majeſty has a more numerous Family than any. Pring 
that has ſat for many Years upon this Throne; and if 

conſider the Expences that attend the maintaining” ſuch 


Family with proper Dignity, I will venture to ſay, that 


even requires OEconomy to make the Civil Liſt, great wi 
is repreſented to be, to defray them, and to anſwer all ti 


other Demands. It has always been thought worthy of ti 


Caſe of Parliament, to make ſpecial Proviſions for ti 
younger Children of the Royal Family; and 1 hope tli 
Bill will paſs the Houſe with that Diſpatch, which the a 
vanced Seaſon of the Year, and the Reaſonableneſs of th 
Thing itſelf requires,” | | | 
The Bill was preſented to the Houſe on the gth of My 
and having in two Days gone thro? all the neceſſary Str 
received the Royal Aſſent. | 
Beſides theſe there were 35 private Acts paſſed in th 
the 14th of June, his Majei 
concluded the Seſſion with the following moſt gacic 
Speech, viz. nf 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


King's Speech « 1 Diſpatch you have given to the pbli ; 
A , BO 


ſineſs that has been under your Conſideration, mak 
it proper to put an End to this Seſſion of Parliament, 
to give you that Receſs, which the Seaſon of the Y@ 


« requires. 

: « Yau have ſa fully declared your Sentiments, as W 
« with regard to the paſt Conduct of Spain, as to the M 
« ſures that might become neceſſary to be purſued, in 
< ſequence of any Part, which that Court might aftery® 
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( 87 ) 
take, and enable me to act, in all Events, as the Honour Anno 12-Geo.11. 
and Intereſt of my Crown and Kingdom ſhall require, 1739. 
that no Inconveniencies can ariſe from the immediate Want 
« of your further Aſſiſtance, during the Receſs of Parlia- 
ment; and I ſhall fo entirely rely upon the Aſſurances 
« you have given me with ſo much Zeal and Unanimity, , 
and upon your effeQually ſupporting me in following the 
« concurrent Advice of both Houſes of Parliament, that I 
« will not be wanting in my Endeavours, to vindicate and 


maintain our undoubted Rights, and to anſwer the juſt 
« ExpeCtations of my People. | 


Gentlemen of the Houſe 'of Commons, 
I return you my Thanks for the neceſſary Proviſions 


you have made for the Service of the current Year, in ſo 
* ample a Manner. The extraordinary Supply, which you 
have granted me, towards augmenting my Forces by Sea 
and Land, is ſuch a Proof of your Affection and Conh- 
« dence in me, and of your conſtant Attention to the Service 
* of your Country, that I cannot enough commend this ſea- 
* ſonable Care of the Welfare and Safety of the Kingdom. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I am perſuaded it is unneceſſary for me to recommend 
* to your ſerious Conſideration, the fatal Conſequences that 
© may threaten a Nation divided within itſelf, inflamed, 
and miſled by all the wicked Arts and Inſinuations, that 
Malice and Falſhood can ſuggeſt. It is too obvious, what 
* Advantages our common Enemies wait to take from the 
* Heats and Animoſities, that, under groundleſs Pretences, 
* are induſtriouſly fomented, and ſpread throughout the King- 
dom. Let all, who profeſs themſelves zealous Aſſertors 
© of the Rights and Privileges, Laws and Liberties of their 
* Country, and of the Proteſtant Religion under the pre- 
* ſent Eſtabliſhment, unite in the Defence of theſe ineſti- 
* mable Bleſſings. Let the Honour, Proſperity, and Safety 
* of the Kingdom become one common Cauſe, and re- 
ö ee. all civil Diſcords and Diviſions; that, by your 
* Cnanimity, you may diſappoint the only Hopes and vain 
Expectations of our | ear 4p FOOT 


After which, the Lord Chancellor declared, that it was 
his Majeſty's Royal Will and Pleaſure, that the Parliament 
ſrould be prorogued to Thurſday the gth Day of Auguſt 
then next; and prorogued it accordingly. 
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N Thurſday November 16, his Majeſty eme ty 
the Houſe of Peers, and being ſeated on his Throne 
in his Royal Robes, ſent for the Houſe of Om. 

mons, who attended accordingly, and his Majeſty wa 
pleaſed to make; to both Houſes, the following moſt grativu 
Speech from the Throne. "My 


My Lords and Gentlemen, * 
3 H E preſent Poſture of our Affairs — 
to call you together, at this Time, 1 ha 
© been uſual of late Years, that I may have the jmmediate 
Advice and Aſſiſtance of my Parliament at this. eriticl 
and important Conjunttore, Fo 
ings with the Court of Spain, a 
of both Houſes of Parliament and — I can mah 
no Doubt, but I ſhall meet with a ready work nw 
rt in this juſt and neceſſary War, which the repeate 
njuries and Violences committed by that Nation upa 
the Navigation and Commerce of theſe Kingdoms, and 
their Obſtinacy, and notorious Violation of the fo 
lemn Engagements, have rendered unavoidable. _ 
* T have augmented my Forces by Sex and Land 2 
ſuant to the Power given me by Parliament; which I 
done with all the M 
fence of my Dominions, the Protection of our Trad 
and the neceſſary Means of diſtreſſing and g Oy 
Enemies in the moſt ſenſible Parts, would admit: Bat p 
theſe Services will be various and extenſive, they mul 
inevitably be attended with great „ and ſome It 
conveniencies ; which, I affure myſelf, will be ſuſtaitel 
with Satisfaction and Chearfulneſs, in purſuing ſuch Mer 
ſures, as the Honour and Intereſt of my Crown and King 
* doms, and the general Reſentment of an injured and pe 
veked Nation, have called upon me to undertake, 
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oderation, that the Security and De 
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Eſtimates for the Service of the enfuing. Year, and like- 


me by Parliament. And as in the Proſecution of this 
War, a Number of Soldiers, to ſerve on board the Fleet, 


Marines ſhould be raiſed, and have direQted the Eſtimates 
for this Purpoſe to be likewiſe prepared, and laid before 
you: And I cannot doubt, from your known Affection to 
my Perſon and Government, and your Zeal for the Safety, 
Proſperity, and Glory of theſe Kingdoms, bat you will 
grant me ſuch effectual Supplies, and with ſuch Diſpatch, 
as may forward, and give Spirit to our Preparations, and 
enable me to carry on the War with Vigour. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


« The Heats and Animoſities, which; with the greateſt 
Induſtry, have been fomented throughout the Kingdom, 
have, I am afraid, being one of the chief Encourage- 
ments to the Court of Spain, to hold fuch a Conduct to- 
wards us, as to make it neceffary to have Recourſe to Arms; 
and the unhappy Diviſions amongſt my Subjects are the 
only Hopes of the Enemies to my Government : But 
whatever Views and Projects they may form upon this 
Rupture, and what Advantages ſoever Spain may vainly 
promiſe itſelf from any Circumſtances in the preſent Situ- 
ation of Affairs; it is in your Power, by the Bleſſing of 
God, to defeat the one, and diſappoint the other. Union 
among all thoſe who have nothing at Heart but the true 
Intereſt of Great Britain, and a becoming Zeal in the 
Defence of my Kingdoms, and in the Support of the 
common Cauſe of our Country, with as general a Con- 


* 
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1De⸗ currence in carrying on the War, as there has appeared 
rade, for engaging in it, will make the Court of Spain repent 
x by the Wrongs they have done us ; and convince thoſe, who 
nt v mean the Subverſion of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, that this 
mul Nation is determined, and able, both to vindicate their 
ie I Injured Honour, and to defend themſelves againſt all our 


open and ſecret Enemies, both at Home and Abroad.” 


FE 


The Commons being returnedto their Houſe, Mr. Speaker 
ported his Majeſty's Speech to the Houſe, and upon a 
lotion of Henry Archer, Eſq; the following Addreſs 


tom the Commons was agreed to. | 
Yor, VI, N deft 
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met 


wiſe Accounts of the extraordinary Expences that have 
been made this Vear, in purſuance of the Power given 


may be requiſite ; I have judged it proper, that a Body of 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commont, | | Anno; 
I have ordered the proper Officers to lay before you 


Anno 1 4.Ges. 
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„F % 8 
Meft gracious Sovereign, * nig 


We your Majeſty's moſt Dutiful and Loyal Subjects, tif 
© Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, beg 
Leave to return your Majeſty our unfeigned Thanks, fo 
your moſt gracious Speech from the Throne, and to ex 
© preſs our entire Satifaction in your Majeſty's Declaratich 
© of War againſt the Crown of Spain; a War, whick the 
© repeated Violences and Depredations committed by the 
< Spaniſh Nation upon the Trade and Commerce of thel 
Kingdoms, the netorious Violation of their moſt ſolem 
Engagements, their obſtinate Refuſal of making Rey 
© rafiof for paſt Injnries, and of giving Security againſt thy 
© lie for the future, have rendered juſt and unavoidable, 
. © Tt is with the higheſt Senſe of Duty and Gratitude we 
© acknowledge your Majeſty's Wiſdom and paternal Carer 
© your People, in making Uſe of the Power granted toyat 
© Majeſty by Parliament, for the Security and Defence d 
© theſe Kingdoms, for the Protection of eur Trade, and fi 
the Diſtreſſing and Annoying our Enemies in the moſt ſe 
© ſible and effetual Manner 7 and we beg Leave to af 
© your Majeſty, that nothing ſhall divert or deter us fu 
© ſuſtaining, with Satisfaction and Chearfulneſs, any ext 
© ordinary Expences and Inconveniencies, that muſt inen 
© tably attend the various and extenſive Services, which you 
© Majeſty ſhall find neceſſary to undertake, in vindicatug 
© the Honour of your Crown, in aſſerting the Rights d 
your People, and in procuring Juſtice to an injured 
© provoked Nation. 

© And we beſeech your Majeſty, to accept the flrongri 
© and moſt affectionate Aſſurances, that, in Defence of you 
< Majeſty's Kingdoms, and in Support of the comme 
© Cauſe of our Country, we will raiſe ſuch effectual Suppli 
© and with ſuch Chearfulneſs and Diſpatch, as will forum 
and give Spirit to your Majeſty's Preparations, and enabk 
© your Majeſty to carry on the War with Vigour. 
And your Cutiful Commons, being truly ſenſible of ti 
© fatal Conſequences of inteſtine Heats and Animoſities, wil 
© with a Zeal becoming the Repreſentatives of the Pe 
pie in Parliament, endeavour to compoſe thoſe unkapy 
* Diviſions, which have too long prevailed among ya 
* Majeſty's Subjects; and we do aſſure your Majeſty, thi 
nothing ſhall be wanting on our Part, to reſtore to i 
Nation that Union and Harmony which may effeQual) 
defeat and diſappoint all the vain Projects, Hopes, and 
© pedtations of your Majeſty's open and ſecret Enemie 
1 both at Home and Abroad.” are 


The 


() 
The Motion for the Addreſs was introdaced ip a "2 - 
>the following Effect: | e Speech 
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hat he has called us together ſo much earlier than uſua 
hat he might take the immediate Advice of his Parliament 
it this critical and important ConjunQure ; give me Leave 
o expreſs the Joy and Satisfaction which I have in behold. 
og ſo full a Houſe upon this Occaſion, and particularly in 
ecing ſome Gentlemen here again, whoſe great Talents 
and Experience have rendered them fo able, and I hope I 
nay now fay they are — no leſs willing, to diſcharge this 
great Truſt and Duty to their King and Country. 

The great Cauſe of Debate amongſt us the laſt Seſſion is 
ow at an End: We are now engaged in an open and de- 
ared War againſt a haughty, inſulting Enemy, whom 
either Juſtice, nor Humanity, the Law of Nations, nor 
he ſacred Ties of Treaties could reſtrain from committing 
nheard-of Violence and Cruelties upon our Fellow. Subjects, 
ind inſulting our Flag. | 
During theſe Provocations we were not inſenſible of his 
Majeſty's Zeal and Impatience to engage in the glorious 
uſe of yimdicating-the Honour of his Crown, and aſ- 
erting the Rights of his injured Subjects; but, like a com- 
on Father and Preſerver of his People, tender of their 
ives and Welfare, and gracioufly regarding the Advice of 
his Parliament, he was pleaſed to interpoſe his Royal En- 
leavours with the King cf Spain, in order to obtain, with- 
put the Effuſion of Blood, or Calamities of War, (which is 
the laſt of all Remedies when other Tryals fail of Succeſs) 
that Juſtice and Satisfaction, which nothing but the amazing 
Perfidy and Baſeneſs of the Spaniards could have refuſed. 

© Give me Leave, Sir, to ſay, that in this was ſhewn true 
Fortitude and Greatneſs of Mind; for 'tis Ambition, tis 
Wantonneſs, and Military Folly that delights in Conqueſts ; 
true Valour knows no other Aim than the Peace and Hap- 
pineſs of Society: But when ſuch Meaſures did not ſu:ceed, 
when it was found neceſſary to have recourſe to Arms, the 
lame Zeal and unwearied Pains, which had been before em: 
ploy'd for eſtabliſhing Peace and public Tranquillity, have been 
exerted in Military Preparations, and Armaments by Sea 
and Land, in order to annoy our Enemy in the moſt ſenſible 
Part: And all Europe muſt be now convinced, not only of 
the Juſtice of our Cauſe, but they will judge from our Con- 
duct that we have entered into the War with Lemper, and 
ae carrying it on with the Spirit and Reſolution of a —_ 
 N2 | an 


. 
2 ay 


IR, | | 
As his Majeſty has been pleaſed to declare ĩn his perch, Mr. Archer, 
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und provoked Nation. 25d s with Pleaſure, St. f 
M. we muſt now behold the 2 Strength and Power of an 


Le 


- . were we to view the Situation of our Enemy, he who 


Mr. Paltney. 


ror round the Coaſts of our Enemy, and aſſuming the do 


to diſappoint their Views and Expectations: Let us af 


little or no Room for me to add any thing to his Papegy: 
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Country, ſent forth to avenge our Wrongs, ſpreading. Ter. 
vereignty of the Sea without-a Rival. On the other hand 


lately uſurped a Power over our Ships at Sea, preſcribed 
Courſe to our Navigation, and vainly laid Claim to part g 
his Majeſty's Dominions at Land; to what is his Pride 
duced ? Not daring to venture out his Fleet at Sea, be 6 
for Safety within his Ports. 
In this Situation we cannot but expreſs our Satigfadin 
in his Majeſty's Wiſdom and Conduct, and in the Vigy 
and Steadineſs of his Reſolutions ; nor can we, withow J 
gratitude, forget his Royal Clemency and Maderation y 
time of Peace, and the tender and affeQionate Concen 
which he has ſhewn for his People; Virtues which will g 
ways endear a Prince to his Subjects, and make him ag |; 
amiable in Peace than formidable in War. 

And if ever there was a Time which called for th 
warmelt Expreſſions of Duty and Affection to the Throm 
this ſurely is the Time ; whilſt we are engaged in a Wy 
Abroad, and reproiched, even by our Enemies, for our U. 
viſions and Animoſities at Home. Who is there, Sir, tha 
can read the Spaniſh Manifeſto without the utmoſt Concen 
and Iadignation? Britain troubled with inteſtine Niaifun| 
There is the Source and Spring of our Misfortunes z ' 
from thence that our Enemies have drawn their Hopes cl 
Succeſs againſt us, and formed ſuch deſpicable Ideas of oy 
og and Power, as to dare to contend with this Natiq 

ut, Sir, *tis not yet too late; we have it ſtill in our Poye 


with Union and Harmony among ourſelves; let us joinig 
the common Cauſe of our Country, and ſupport his Mz 
jeſty with Vigour and Unanimity; and we ſhall again 
ake the Arms of Great Britain dreaded, and put a ſpeed 
End to the War by a glorious and honourable Peace; and 
therefore I ſhall beg Leave to move, as in tbe Addreſe.' 
Mr. Pultney. 
Six, 
The Honowable Gentleman, who made the Motion, 
has ſaid ſo much in Praiſe of the Wiſdom and Propriety a 
his Majeſty's and his Miniſters Conduct, that he bas le 


rick. As to his Majeſty, I know that when he is honey 
informed of the State of the Nation, of the Dillrels 
ef his People, and the Cauſes that produced them. 

. ; | | : none, 
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have always, when I had an Opportunity, endeavoured to 
> them Juitice; I wiſh chat to do them Juſtice and Ho. 
dur had been more frequently the ſame. But, Sir, before 
take any Notice of the Motion made by the Honourable 
zentleman, I ſhould ſpeak a little with regard to a Step 
ken by ſome of my Friends and myſelf laſt Seſſion, which 
e thought neceſſary, as Affairs then ſtood, for clearing our 
haracters to Poſterity from the Imputation of fitting in an 
ſſembly, where a determined Majority gave a Sanction to 
leaſures, evidently to the Diſgrace of his Majeſty and the 
ſation. 
« This Step (however it has been hitherto cenfared) will 
hope for the tuture be treated in a different Manner, for 
is fully jultified by the Declaration of War, ſo univerſally 
proved, that any further Vindication will be ſuperfluous, 
here is not an Aſſertion maintained in it that was not al- 
olt in the ſame Words inſiſted upon by thoſe who _—_— 
e Convention. Every Sentence in it is an Echo of what 
as ſaid in our Reaſonings againſt that Treaty; and every 
litive Truth, which the Declaration lays down, was denied 
ith the utmoſt Confidence by thoſe who ſpoke for the Con 
ntion. Since that Time, Sir, there has not one Event 
appened that was not then foreſeen and foretold : But give 
ze Leave to ſay, Sir, that tho' the Treatment whieh we 
pve ſince received from the Court of Spain may have 
elled the Account, yet it has furniſhed us with no new 
eaſons for declaring War; the ſame Provocations have 
ly been repeated, and nothing but longer Patience has 
ded to the Juſtice of our Cauſe. The ſame Violation of 
reaties, the ſame Inſtances of Injuſtice and Barbarity, the 
me Diſregard to the Law of Nations, which are laid down 
$ the Reaſons of this Declaration, were then too flagrant 
be denied, and too contemptuous to be borne: Nor can 
y ore Reaſon be alledged for juſtifying our going to War 
dw, that was not of equal Force before the Convention. 
ter that was Tatify'd, Sir, and after the Addreſs of Parlia- 
ent ta his Majeſty on that Head, there was indeed ſome 
ort of Pretert for not commencing Hoſtilities, becauſe you 
ad laid yourſelves under a kind of Obligation to ſee if the 
ourt of Spain would fulfil their Part of the Stipulations; 
ut this was a Reaſon that could have no Place before that 
oaduct was entered into and approved. It is therefore 
dent that if the War be now neceſſary, it was neceffary 
tore the Convention: Of this Neceffity the Gentlemen 
nown, however improperly, by the Name of Seceders) 
were 


ne, eyen of thoſe who Jabour under the Eyils, are more Anno t 3 G 
:rous of ſecing them redrefſed : As for his Miniſters, I. 1739. 


Annozz Geo. were then fully convinced. They ſaw, inflead of that 4 
II. 1739. dour of Reſentment, and that Zeal for the Honour of 4 
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tain, which ſuch Indignities ought to have produced, 
thing but Meanneſs, and Tameneſs, and Submiſſion; 
their natural Conſequences, a low, temporary Expediem 
ſhameful Convention; a Convention which, had the Spaniy 
not madly broken it, muſt have ended in our Ruin, x 
have thrown our own Navigation into the Hands of 
Enemies. To ſuch a Conduct as this they could give 
Sanction; they ſaw that all Oppoſition was ineffeQual, 
that their Preſence was only made uſe of, that what 
already determined might be ratify'd with the plauſible 4 
pearance of a fair Debate. They therefore ſeceded, ift 
Word muſt be uſed on this Occaſion, and refuſed to c 
tenance Meaſures which they could neither approve not 
feat. | 
The State of Affairs is now changed; the Meaſare 
the Miniſtry are now altered; and the ſame Regard fort 
Honour and Welfare of their Country, that determin 
theſe Gentlemen to withdraw their Countenance from ſuck 
Conduct as they thought had a Tendency to deſtroy the 
the ſame has brought them hither once more, to give tha 
Advice and Aſſiſtance in thoſe Meaſures, which they th 
pointed out, as the only Means of aſſerting and retrien 
them. | 
Having ſaid thus much, Sir, in Vindication of t 4 
Step, I ſhall not at preſent give myſelf the Trouble of « 
quiring into the Effects with which it was attended; 
whether it had any Influence in producing this Declarati 
of War. Neither ſhall I take any Notice of the 
willingneſs with which a certain Right Honourable Perk 
near me is ſaid to have entered into this War. I ſhall ai 
take Notice of the Motion for an Addreſs now made. 
Here, Sir, I am very willing to agree with the 
nourable Gentleman in what he obſerved, with regard to 
Wiſdom and Neceſlity of the Declaration of War, andt 
Inſults and Injuries we have received from that Nati 
which is now the Object of our Reſentment ; I am rt 
glad to hear theſe Sentiments from that Quarter. Bu 
have ſomewhat to add about the Means of making it « 
ducive to the Honour and Intereſt of this Nation. 
is one Meaſure, which, if conſtantly and reſolutely pur 
by us, will make this War of moſt laſting Advantage to 
Nation, and that is, Sir, to take and hold. Let us a 
their Settlements in the Weſt-Indies with ſuch a Force at 
cannot be defeated ; and let us put it out of the Power 
any Miniſtry to give up the Conqueſts we ſhall make: V 
| X 
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Uchen put the Trade and Navigation of this Nation be · Anno 13 Ce 
d all future Violation. | II. 1739. 
« And here I beg Leave to obſerve, that all the Nation.. 
; juſt Reaſon to regret the Miſcarriage of a Bill which I 
d the Honour to bring in two Seſſions ago, by which his 
pjeſty's adventuring Subjects might have been encouraged 
auempt Conquelts upon the Enemy. If it had paſſed, I 

no doubt, but before this Time we ſhould have ſeen the 
od Effects of it; for nothing, Sir, next to our own weak 
1 inconfictent Conduct, has contributed more to the Inſo- 
xce of Spain, than a Notion which they entertain, that 
neither can nor dare attack them in their moſt ſenſible 
ts, If that Bill had paſſed, this Nation would ſoon bave 
je itſelf ample Juſlice upon its Enemies, without putting 

Government to one Shilling Expence. We have an 
ſtance of the Spirit and Power, with which the private 
iventurers of this Nation can act, in the glorious Reign 
Queen Elizabeth; which was diſtinguiſhed by nothing 
dre than the Succeſs of our Arms and Counſels againſt that 
wer which has now ſo long inſulted us. It was to pri- 
te Adyenturers that all the Succeſs of Sir Francis Drake 
5 owing ; and till that Spirit is revived, till we take and 
1d, we never can expect to ſee any Advantage ariſe to the 
ation from this War : For which Reaſons 1 hope to ſee, 
fore the End of this Seſſion, a Bill brought in with pro- 
r Clauſes to encourage not only his Majeity's Forces, but 
s Majeſty's Subjects, to make Conqueſts in the Spaniſh 
ſeſt-Indies. In the laſt great War, Sir, this was thought 
very proper Conduct; and when one Bill for that Effect 
u not found ſufficient to anſwer every Objection that might 
iſe, another Bill was paſſed a very little Time after more 
| and more explicit, 
« Perhaps I have been a little too long on this SabjeR, and 
hat I have ſaid would have come much more properly 
dm ſome Gentleman in the Adminiſtration ; but 1 thought 
ylelf obliged, Sir, to ſay thus much in Vindication of my 
n Conduct when I brought in that Bill, and of the Argu- 
ents I then uſed to entorce it. Another Reaſon why L 
pve inſiſted ſo much upon it, is to do Honour to bis Ma- 
y, who in his Speech certainly points to this Conduct, and 
expreſs my Readineſs to ſupport the Miniſtry in that and 
| other Steps that ſhall be taken in order to carry on this 
ar with Vigour and Advantage. I dare ſay, Sir, that all 
y Friends are of the ſame Opinion with myſelf; I can 
ure to aniwer for them, that there will be no other 
ontelt on this Occaſion, but who ſhall be moſt forward in 
ating his Majeſty to act with the Weight that ä 
| tne 


Anno 13. Geo. the Dignity of his Crown, and may make the Succeſs jy) 
II. 2739. ſwerable to the Juſtice of his Cauſe, 17 FB 


once gave up all our Trade and Navigation to her Mercy 


of Heats and Animoſities ; and I think we ſhould morec 
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Having ſaid thus mult, Sir, I am naturally led to ea 
ſider ſome Expreſſions both in the Speech and Motia 
which I muſt own I could not, at firſt, hear without Con 
cern, and to which longer Conſideration has not yet rem 
ciled me. His Majeſty mentions Heats and Animoſt 
Sir, Idon't know who drew up this Speech; but whoever 
was, he ſhould have ſpared that Expreſſion: I wiſh he ha 
drawn a Veil over the Heats and Animoſities that muſ ls 
owned once ſubſiſted upon this Head; for I am ſure now 
now ſubſiſt. Was it the Effect of theſe Heats and Anin 
fities (to uſe-the Words of the Speech) indufrioafly fomen 
throug bout this Nation, that Spain, for twenty Years, treat 
us with all the Inſolence, Barbarity, and Injuſtice that eau 
have been practiſed upon a Nation conquered and enfſlavel{ 
Was it the Effect of our Heats and Animoſities, that « 
Miniſtry concluded a Treaty with that Crown, which, 


Was it owing to our Heats and Animofities, Sir, that di 
Treaty was ratified, approved of, and muſt have been nom 
force, had not the Spaniards themſelves broke it? No, 
if there were Heats and Animoſities, they were occaſions 
by the Miniſtry's not purſuing thoſe Meaſures they have not 
fallen upon. But ſince their Conduct is happily chang 
all Aaimoſities are ex:inct ; nor will they ever diſturd w 
again, till a Conduct, as much to the Diſcredit and Dis 
nour of the Nation as that which gave riſe- to them, ſul 
make it neceſſary to revive them. 

I will make no Motion upon what I have ſaid; « 
I muſt repeat it once more, that I heartily wiſh, for his My 
jeſty's Honour and Service, that no mention had been mai 


ſalt the Reputation and Dignity of this Houle, if in« 

Addreſs we ſhould take no Notice of that Clauſe,of t 

Speech. | 
Sir Robert Walpole. 
SIS, 

« After what paſſed laſt Seſſion, and after the repem 
Declarations of the Honourable Gentleman ho ſpoke lak 
and his Friends, I little expected that we ſhould have 
Seſſion been again favoured with their Company. I an d 
ways pleaſed, Sir, when J ſee Gentlemen in the Way 
their Duty, and glad that theſe Gentlemen have returned! 
theirs z though, to ſay the Truth, I was in no great 'U 
cern leſt the Service either of his Majeſty or the Nati 
ſhould ſuffer by their Ablence, I believe the Nation BB 

nerali 


8 
terally ſenſible, that the many uſeful 
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forwarded and facilitated by: the Seceion of theſt Gentle- 


I ſhall not at all be ſorry if they ſecede again. 

« The Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt aid 
That they took that Step, becauſe he and his Friends con- 
ceived that Meaſures” were purſued which tended to ruin 


at an End. Sir, I don't remember any one Step which 
was taken in the whole of our TranfaQions with Spain, 
that has not been fully canvaſſed in Parliament, and as fally 


not fit to be done, and while I have the Honour of beari 
any Share in the Adminiſtration, I ſhall” ftill chink myſe 


well and my Actions compleatly juſtified, if they are, after 
2 mature Deliberation, approved by z Britiſh" Parliament. 
a. de ſtale Argument of ( never ſhall have any 
my} eight with me; it has been the common Refuge of the- 
| thy Diſappointed and DiſaffeQed ever ſince Government had a 
maWciog ; and it is an Accefation, that like all other Charges, 
y ho' unſupported by Proof; if advanced againft the beſt and 
on difintereſted Adminiſtration, and puſhed with a be- 
ning Violence; a pretended” Zeal for the public Good 
* ill never fail to meet with Applauſe among the Popalace. 


cannot, however, believe that the Honourable Gentleman 
nd his Friends have found any Reaſon to boaſt of the Ef- 
ts produced by their Seceſſion upon the Minds of the Peo- 
le; for it was a very new —_—_ defending the Intereſts 
their Conſtituents, to deſert when they apprehend- 
d them to be endan . I thould not have touched fo 
nuch upon this Subject, had I not been in a manner called 


EE 


EI 


ho ſpoke laſt. I ſhall now proceed to take ſome Notice 
df what he further advanced. | 185 
The Declaration of War againſt Spain is neither more 
or leſs than the Conſequence, which his Majeſty again 
nd again informed this Houſe would ariſe from the Spani- 
is perſiſting in their Refuſal to do Juſtice to his injured | 
zubjects; and what the Honourable Gentleman has ſaid 


lajefty proceeded to thoſe Meaſures which he had then 
tore than once promiſed to take. I am ſorry that the 
onourable Gentleman ſhould fo far diſtruſt the Royal Al- 
rances, as rather to abſent himſelf from his Duty as a 
Vor. VI. G ͤ 1 


which paſſed towards the End of laft Seon were greatly II. Goo. 


men, and if they art returned only to oppoſe and perplex, 
the Honour and Intereſt of this Nation; and that they - 


have returned to their Duty, becauſe theſe Meaſures are now + . Z 


approved. The Parliament can beft judge what is fit or 


pon to do it by what fell from the Honourable Gentleman 


pon that Head amounts to nothing more than that after 
de Spaniards had abſolately refuſed to do that Juſtice, his 


=" 


; 5 . 
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Anro 13 geo. Member of this Houſe, than put any Conſdence in 


9 8 . A 


(98 ) 


Majeſty's Promiſe. But give me Leave to ay, Sir, thay 
from the well-known Character of his Majeſty, this U, 
claration of War is no more than what the Hencuns 
Gentleman and his Friends had not only Reaſon, ut 
Right to expect, even at the time of their Seceſſion, if i 
Continuance of the Injuſtice of the Court of- Spain thi 
make it neceſſary to have recourſe to Arms. $0 that mal 
the whole, I neither ſee how his Majeſty's not iſſuing * 
Declaration of War, when they were pleaſed to requm 
was a good Reaſon for their running from their Duty; 
© how its being iſſued at laſt is any Apology for their 
turn. | 4 

© The Honourable Gentleman has dwelt long en wM 
ſure which he appears to be very fond of, and that in 
tacking the Enemy in America, and veſting the Propen 
of what ſhall be conquered there in his Majeſty's Subjel 
Sir, I don't think this a very proper Time to eometouy 
Explanation upon that Head; if it is a _ proper toy 
taken, the Wiſdom of his Majeſty and the Parliament wi 
certainly not omit it; and in that Caſe I think the leh 
is talked of before it is put in-Execution, the better it 
be for this Nation, as the more likely to ſucceed. ':. 

As to the Honourable Gentleman's favourite Bill, 
he has mentioned, and which was, I think, with ge 
Juſtice thrown out two Seſſions ago, I can ſee no Ute 
could have been of, ſince, tho' it had paſſed then, it cu 
not have taken Place before the Declaration of War, Al 
if that Bill ſhould be thought proper, we can nom paß 
and let it immediately take Effect. | 

The Honourable Gentleman made ſome Remarksurt 
that Part of his Majeſty's Speech, which mentions Hen 
and Animoſities, and ſeemed to think that they are now! 
tinguiſhed. Sir, I could wiſh they were; but I think «i 
evident to every common Underſianding that they ate 1 


| 
* 
1 


But tho” all former Heats and Animoſities were now em 8 
guiſhed, the Caution and Advice given by his Majelty al « ; 


very proper. upon this Occaſion, becauſe but very lately t 

roſe to a very great Height, to ſuch a Height, Sir, asi 
ſome meaſure even to difown the Authority of the Sup 
Legiſlature; for what Conſtruction can I put upent 

Actions of Gentlemen who retire from the Service of thi 
Houſe, becauie, as they pretend, the Proceedings of 1. 
Houle are contrary to Law and the Conſtitution, though 
is plain, that both the Law and Conſtitution of this Nati 


have no other Foundation than the Determinations of | 
1:2ment ? 
* 


/ 
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onourable Gentleman demanded whether the. Heats and 
.nimoſities of the Nation made you bear with the Inſo- 
ences of Spain for twenty Years? If Spain treated this 

ation with Inſolence, if ſhe injured his Majeſty's Sub- 
ects, her Inſolence was encouraged, and her Fears removed 
y our Divifions. For while ſuch Heats and Animaſities 
gainſt an Adminiſtration ſubſiſt, no Government could be 
magined ſo mad as to ruſh into a War, and expoſe them- 
ves to foreign and domeſtic Enemies at once. If theſe 
Diviſions appear to be laid aſleep at preſent, tis only be- 
uſe the Faction think they cannot with the leaſt Shew of 
Decency continue their Clamours, fince they have been 
ratified in their favourite Meaſures. The Honourable 
entleman blamed the Convention. Sir, I ſtill think as 
ell of the Convention as ever I did; and I believe the 
Viſdom and Moderation ſhewn by his Majeſty in accepting 

the Convention as a Preliminary to a Peace have pro- 
uced this happy Effect, that you have at preſent only Spain 
o contend with. It was this Inclination for coming to 
ems, if Terms in any Degree equitable could have been 
btained, which his Majeſty had all along ſhewn, that has 
onvinced all Europe that the Inſolence, Injuſtice, and Ob- 
inacy of the Court of Spain were the only Cauſes of the 
ar 


Upon the whole, Sir, I think the very Objection which 
je Honourable Gentleman has made is ſome part of a 
roof, that Diviſions {till ſubſiſt; for it is no great Sign of 
nanimity that ſuch Inſinuations and Objections are ſtarted 


en hitherto ſo ſucceſsfully and ſo vigorouſly carried on, 
$ not to leave the leaſt Ground for reflecting either upon 
is Majeſty or the Adminiſtration. Therefore, Sir, I am 
ptirely for agreeing to the Motion.” 

Sir John Barnard. 

318, 


ur to be in Parliament, I can with the greater Freedom 
care my Sentiments with regard to what has paſſed be- 
deen the two Honourable Gentlemen who ſpoke laſt. 

* As to the Step that was taken by the Honourable Gen- 
eman and his Friends, in abſenting themſelves from the 
ervice of this Houſe, I have nothing more to ſay, than 
it | am convinced the Gentlemen themſelves acted. from 
00d Motives, and thought it for the Service of the Nation. 
bis, Sir, 1 ſay, from my perſonal Knowledge of theſe 

O 2 Gentle- 


« Sir, 1 will nat fay all I can upon this Head. The Anno 13 Ce 


H. 1739. 
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d the firſt Day of the Seſſion; eſpecially as the War has 


As J attended my Duty in this Houſe all laſt Seſſion, gir john 
ndas I am reſolved ever to do ſo while I have the Ho- Barnard: 


Ano 1g Geo. Gentlemen, and of their Zeal. But whatever" werd ih 


II 1739. 


Spanish Privateers, we have equipped ſcarce any other il 


a 


* . 
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Motives to their taking that Step, I am 
new no longer ſubſiſt; and that as the Declaration of N ho 
has rendered us all unanimous, ſo — now neceſſ np 
to preſerve our Unanimity but a hearty and vigorous Þi era 
ſecution of it on the Part of the Miniſtry; af RY ot 

« The Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt faid d 
wards the End of his y_ That the War had been 12 

vi 


— that they 


therto ſo ſucceſsfully. and vigorouſly carried on, as to or 
no Grounds. for reflecting either upon his Majeſty" ora 
Miniſtry. Sir, I believe there is not a Man in the NA uf 


who would reflect upon his Majeſty in whatever Matineri 
is conducted; but I fear, that, as it is, great Numbers F 
diſſatisfied with the Miniſtry, As I have the Honour to 
a Repreſentative in this Houſe for the moſt populo C 
and a City of the greateſt Trade in his Majeſty's Dominion c 
or perhaps in the World, it is my Duty to declare, that! ce 
don't think the War has been carried on with that Vig 
and Succeſs that might have been expected: I ſhall take ty 
Liberty to point out a few Inſtances wherein it a 
the trading Part of that City, that there has not been 1 Ince 


beſt Management. | | ide 
To the Trade of this Nation all Adminiftrations ought 

to have the principal Regard ; and every Step, every Me gon. 

ſure they take ought to be with a View of protecting oris nee! 

Proving it. But how does it appear, that the Security a ea 


Encouragement of Trade has been, in the Coarſe of i eo 
War, attended to? Infiead of building ſmall. twenty 
Ships, the only Ships that can moſt effectually curb t q 


great, pompous Ships of 70, 80, or 100 Guns, 
though they may be very ſerviceable in an Engagement, ern 
2 pprehend are a!moſt uſeleſs for the Purpoſe J have me en 
tioned. It is, Sir, from their Privateers only that we hat 
any thing to dread ; the Spanith Fleet is not at preſent, 


can be for tome time, in any Condition to face ours; t 

fore the principal View of thoſe who have hitherto had it de 
Direction of this War, ought to have been the Proteftion J 
our Merchant Ships from Privateers, by a ſufficient Numit atic 
ct twenty Gun Ships. If the Government had are 1 
ſuch Ships, they might have bought as many as they warp) 
ed ready built; and in my Opinion, the public Moog Pre! 
would have been laid out to much greater Advantage ont 


we have icen it. 

There 15 another Point, Sir, in which I think the 
has been a ccriiderable Defect in our Management of K 
pretert War; and that is with regard to the imall Nun © 


(101) | 
' Ships ſent to the Weſt-Ingdies. It is there, that we can Anno x3 Geg. 
aly hope to diſtreſs the Enemy, and it was alone that the II. 27 
hole, or the greateſt Part of our Force, ought to have been 
nploy'd. An $ Admiral was indeed ſent out, and it is ge- 
erally thought he is gone to the Weſt-Indies, but we have 
zot yet heard that the Fleet he has with him has been able 
o do any thing; and indeed we have no great Reaſon to 
xpett that he can do much, as he carried out no Land 
orces with him, nor any Stores that are commonly uſed in 
ttacking or demoliſhing Forts, which is the Buſineſs that 
nuſt be firſt done in thoſe Parts. | 4 
« Another thing which the Merchants have very much 
t Heart, is the ſtationing his Majeſty's Ships in proper 
Places for protecting our own Trade, and annoying that of 
ur Enemy, They obſerve that our Trade has ſuffered very 
ach for want of Ships ſtationed at proper Places; and that, 
cept by the Capture of two Caracca Ships, the Spaniards 
ave ſuffered very little. | | 
From theſe Conſiderations I am afraid it will appear 
nat upon balancing the Accounts between Us and Spain, 
inte this War has commenced, the Diſadvantage is on our 
ide, There was indeed one P which if we 
jad been vigilant and active in the Uſe of it, might have 
zone far towards repairing our Loſſes; and that was the 
tercepting the Aſſogue Ships : But that, like many other 
eaſures, has it ſeems proved unſucceſsful. Perhaps, Sir, 
efore we boaſt too much of the Vigour and Succeſs with 
yhich the War has been carried on; it may be expedient to 
nquire by what Means theſe Ships eſcaped, eſpecially as it 
vas known that they were on their Voyage, and as the 
e which they actually held was that in which our Go- 
ernment might moſt reaſonably have expected to have met 
dem. ; g 
As to what the Honourable Gentleman ſaid with re- 
pard to our Diviſions, really, Sir, I am of Opinion, that 
Fhatever Diviſtons are among us, muſt be charged upon 
de Miniſtry, who, whether they have raiſed them or not, 
nay now eaſily extinguiſh them by ſuch a vigorous Proſe- 
ation of this War, as may convince the Nation that they 
are in earneſt. At leaſt I can venture to anſwer for the great 
Body of which I have the Honour to be one of the Re- 
prelentatives, that they will think no Expences they ſhall 
ontribute too large, they will think no Teſtimonies of their 
Duty and Zeal for the Adminiſtration too firong, Ty 

ar 


| 


5 Admiral Vemon. 


on: Geo. War is proſecuted wich as much Vigour as- it has been wn 
tze derrgken with Juſtice 3, 


Sir Charles 


Wager. 


of other Nations protects their Property 


cient Number, 
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Sir Charles. Wager. 4 2 1% 47 
818, ; | ; I. e , 
« I did not chink that I ſhould. hays ſpoken upqy-thi 
Occafipn, but as ſome Things have fallen, frem the Hg 
nourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt which it is m Duty 
anſwer, L ſhall give the Hoyſe what SatisfaBign I can wil 
regard to the Management of the preſent Was. 
As to our being greater Sufferers by Captyres, than tl 
Spaniards have been, that, Sir, I believe, is very: true, ay 
there is à ſufficient, perhaps an invincable, Reaſon, for 
which is that we have a great deal more to loſe, than the, 
The Sea is 1 with. our Ships, and the Extent of ay 
Trade gives the Spaniards the Advantages of very freu 
Captures. They have but very little foreign Commercey 
Europe, and the little they have is carried on in other. By 
roms than thoſe belonging to themſelyes ;- ſo that the; N 


As to their American, Commerce, but a few Shi u 
employ'd in it, and the great Diſtance of the Voyage, w 
the Wideneſs of the Navigation, renders, the intercepting 
them very uncertain. The Hoypurable Gentleman mee 
tioned the Courſe of the Aſſague Ships, If 1 could oy 
ceive it neceſſary, I could eaſily convince every Gentlewa 
here, that it was not owing to any Defect either of Zeal q 
Prudence in the Adminiſtration, vor to any Negligenced 
the Admirals who lay on thoſe Coaſts, that they were w 
taken, but meerly to an Accident of their having met wi 
an Advice Boat ſent from their. Court, which, it was fil 
Chances to one they would not have met with, ang wh 
made them alter their Courſe. It was ipfiguated that w 
had not a ſufficient Number of Ships employ'd to prag 
our own, and to annoy the Enemy's Trade in the Web 
Indies. I wag know what Gentlemen mean by & ſub 

ut to the belt of my Remembrance 
have at preſent four and thirty Ships great and fall en 
ploy'd in that Service. I believe that we have ſeldem « 
never had ſo greata Number in thoſe Seas, and thay in is 
preſent State of our Navy, we cannot ſpaxe a greater Nu 
ber without neglecting the Service in other Places. 

The other Objection was founded on a ſuppoſed Era 
of the Miniſtry in not employing a ſuffcient Number d 
ewenty Gyn Ships. Sir, | OF that twenty Gun Ships ar 
ot very great Service in the preſent War. But the twentf 
Gun Ships in the Service of the Government, were not ſub 
ncient to ſupply all the Services which the ä — 

cum 
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ances of this War required, Beſides, chat a AnnoxyGo. 
— them had been ſound tinfit for Service, A II. 2739. 
hereſore be rebuilt. The Honouradle Gentleman ſaid that | 
he Government might have bought Ships 'from 'private 
perſons for that Purpoſe. This very Method is now pur- 
ned; ſome have been already purchaſed ; and ſeveral Con- 
rafts are now depending for purchafing more; but ſtill 
here is required ſome Time to fit them out, and to render 
dem ſerviceable as Ships of Force. — 
Upon the whole, Sir, there is no Manner of Doubt that 
me of the Merchants, and trading Part of the Nation, 
dave been Sufferers fince the Comitiencement of this War, 
nd poſſibly they may ſuffer ſtill mote if it continues: But 
iis, Sir, was often foretold in the Houſe before the Wir was 
eclared, and is what our Merchants ought to have charged 
heir Account with.” 2 
The Queſtion being put, paſt without Diviſion. * * 
Nev. 16, Mr. Pultney roſe up, and ſpoke as follows : 
S1R, 3 
« As War is at laſt declared againſt Spain, it will be 
per to paſs a Bill for encouraging — 1 at mug 
he Honour to preſent one for that Purpoſe two Seſſions 
go, but it had not the good Fortune to meet with the Con- 
rrence of this Houſe. It was then objected, that by pat- 
ng ſuch a Bill we might interrupt the Courſe of our Ne- 
otiations at the Court of Spain: This, I preſume, was the 
nief Reaſon for which it was rejected. But as the Ne- 
otiations with that Cburt are now at an End, I hope the 
ropoſal I now riſe up to make, will meet with no 
fition, The beſt Method, Sir, for making the War ſuc- 
{sful, is to carry it on with Vigour; if therefore any Laws 
Regulations have formerly been thought neceſſity, they 
ught to be revived. For this Reaſon, I take the Liberty 
d move, that the 6th and 8th Sections of an AQ made in 
ze 6th of Queen Anne, entitled, Ar 42 for the better ſe- 
ring the Trade of this Kingdom by Cruixers and Conwoys ; 
nd alſo the 2d Section of an Act made in the ſame Year, 
ntitled, An Act for Encouragment of Trade to America, may 
read, This being accordingly done, he deſired that 
ave might be given to bring in a Bill « For the more ef- 
ſectual ſecuring and encouraging the Trade of the Britiſh 
Subjects to America, and for the Encouragement of Sea- 
men to enter into his Majeſty's Service.” 
Upon this, the Honourable Henry Pelham, Eſq; flood 
P, > ſpoke to the following Effect, viz. 
IR, | 

The Encouragement of our Seamen is ſo neceffary for — 
155 preſerving ; 
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Anno t 3. Ges. reſerving the Rights, and vindicating the Honour" bf 
IL 2739. ation, that I can with the greateſt Sincerity declare, | 
no Man has a greater Regard fot 'that aſeful Part of 
Majeſty's Subjects than I have. I ſhall always be for g 
them all the Encouragement that is in our Power to bel 
and therefore ſhall always be ready to agree to any rex 
able Propoſition that can be made for that Purpoſe. 
the Honourable Gentleman intends by the Bill he prog 
to bring in, I cannot pretend to be thoroughly acqui 
with; but if it is to be ſuch a one as was brought in 
him and ſome other Gentlemen about two Years ago, I 
think his Motion a little too precipitate.  _- 
By our Conſtitution the Crown has the ſole and 
Property in every. Ship and Cargoe taken from an En 
by any of his Majeſty's Ships of War; and therefore; y 
any Share of a Prize is given or promiſed to the Capt 
it ought to be conſidered as a gracious Condeſcenſion in 
Crown, for their Encouragement, This, Sir, is theft 
State of the Caſe, with regard to all Prizes taken. by 
his Majeſty's Ships of War; and as all Acta of Grace 
Favour ought to come originally from the Throne, [ thi 
if any Law be neceſlary for regulating the Diſtributia 
thoſe Prizes that may, in the preſent War, be taken f 
the Enemy, or for giving the whole or any Share of th 
to the Captors, we ought to wait till we have a Meck 
from the Crown for that Purpoſe. If ſuch a Bill be broy 
into this Houſe, before we have a Meſſage from the Cn 
it will, in my Opinion, ſhew a Sort of Diſreſpe& to his 
jeſty, which, I am convinced, is very far from being 
Intention of the Honourable Gentleman who has madet 
Motion. It will be in ſome Meaſure fore-ſtalling the] 
vours of the Crown, and transferring from his Majeſty 
ſome of the Members of this Houſe, that Popularity whi 
is to be gained by a Meaſure that has the Appearance 
ſo much Generofity and Bounty. 

If it be proper to give the whole of every Prize taken 
any of his Majelty's Ships of War to the Officers and d. 
men employ'd in taking her, his Majeſty may do it wi 
the Authority of an Act of Parliament, and if any. fart 
Powers are wanted for encouraging our Seamen, I am d 
vinced, his Majeſty will appſy to us for that Purpoſe in 
very ſhort Time, If we had fat for any Number of Dan 
and no ſuch Meſſage had been ſent to us, any Gentlem 
might have taken the Liberty to propoſe what he thoughts 
neceſſary for encouraging our Seamen, or any other Part 
his Majeſty's Subjects, to attack and plunder the Enemy. 
we ſhould think the Propoſition reaſonable, and neceſlary * 
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ly with it; and the performing of our Duty, as Members 

this Houſe, can never be inconſiſtent with the Reſpect 
at is due to our Sovereign ; but, however reaſonable the 
opoſition now made to us may be, however neceſſary for 
e public Service, I am ſure, it is neither neceſſary, nor in- 
mbent upon us, as Repreſentatives of. the People, to enter 
to the Conſideration of it the very ſecond Day of the 
ſion; and as it is a Propoſition that, in its own Nature, 
ght firſt to be brought before us by means of a Meſſage 
om the Crown, I think we ought to wait, at leaſt for a 
w Days, in order-to give his Majeſty Time to conſider 
d communicate to us, what he thinks may be neceſſary 
rencouraging not only our Seamen, but every individual 
erſon in his Majeſty's Dominions, to concur and aſſiſt in 
goroully 1 the War now declared againſt Spain. 
« This, I think, Sir, is the leaſt we can do upon this 
dccaſion 3 and therefore, I mult beg Leave to ſay, that I 
zink it would be, in ſome meaſure, taking Advantage of 
ze Crown, to order ſuch a Bill to be brought in, even 
fore we have paid our Duty to his Majelty in an Addreſs, 
y way of Anſwer to his molt gracious Speech from the 
hrone. Therefore, I hope, the Honovrab'e Gentleman 
ill agree to have his Motion poſtponed for a few Days; 
cauſe the Conſideration of it may in that Time be re- 
pmmended to us by his Majeſty ; or if it ſhould not, we 
jay reſume the Conſideration of it, without any Breach of 
at Duty which we owe to our Sovereign. I know that, 
uring the late War againit France, a Bill was brought in 
nd paſſed into a Law, for giving all Prizes taken from the 
nemy to the Captors. As I have not lately looked upon 
at Part of our Journals, I cannot poſitively ſay, what it 
as that gave Riſe to that Bill; but I am apt to believe, 
hat it procceded from ſome Meſſage, or Intimation from 
he Crown; and as it cannot be more neceflary in the pre- 
ent War, than it was in that, I can ſee no Reaſon for our 
deing in ſuch a Hurry. The public Service cannot ſuffer 
nuch by a few Days Delay, and by ſuch a Delay, we ſhall 
void doing that, which may be looked on by many, as an 
vicent Sign of Diſreſpect to our Sovereign. 

At preſent, Sir, I thall not enter into the Merits of the 
Queſtion ; but as I have the Honour to ſerve the Crown, 
dad Conſequently mult know ſeveral Facts, which ſome 
zentlemen in this Houſe may not be acquainted with, as L 
mat Liberty, I think myſelf obliged, upon this Occaſion, 
t9 inform the Houle, that with reg:rd to thoſe Prizes which 
Providence has already put into our Hands, different Ap- 
vor. VI. P plications 


e public Service, it would be incumbent upon us to com- Anno x z. Geo. 
II. 


1739. 
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Anno 13 Ceo. plications have already been made to his Majeſty : ( 
U. I 715 3 the Captors, and another from the ſuffering Merch 


I hope it will be allowed, that both ought to be eg t, 4 
The former think they have, from Cuſtom, a- Ti ppli 
very large Share of the Prizes, which have, by them, Mae 


taken from the Enemy: The latter have ſuffered'pre ent 
by the Enemy, and as Reparation is one of the Ends 
proſed by our going to War, they think they have 4 f 
to have ſome Part of their Loſſes made good, by ap ne 
priating to that Uſe ſome Share of thoſe Prizes that lu 
taken by his Majeſty's Ships of War. Both theſe Petig 
are founded on Juſtice, and for this Reaſon his Majeſty 
already anſwered, that when a Value is put upon the Prax 
and the Ships and Cargoes diſpoſed of to the beſt Ad 
tage, both ſhall be conſidered. With regard therefore toi 
Prizes already taken, we neither can, conſiſtently with 
Ma jeſty's Promiſe, nor ought we to give the whole tot 
Captors; and with regard to thoſe that may hereafter 
taken, I am in great Doubt, whether we ought to do fo 
an eſtubliſhed Law: His Majeſty will certainly do fo, 
he thinks they deſerve it, and as often as the Treaties 
ſubſiſting between us and our Allies, and the Juſtice tha 
due to our injured Merchants, will admit of it ; the 
I believe, the beſt and the. wiſeſt Thing we can do, # 
leave the Law as it ſtands at preſent. I am ſore, his 
jeſty will never deſire to make an Advantage to himſelf 
any Prize that ſhall be taken. The Captors will always 
ſufficiently rewarded, and the Reſidue, ſo far as is confill 
with the Regard we ought to have for our Allies, wil 
applicd either to the public Service, or to make good ti 
Lefles of our Merchants. Thus, whiiſt a diſcretionary Pc 
remains in the Crown, our Seamen will have a proper 
couragement, without doing Injuſtice to any other Par 
his Majelty's Subjects, and without giving a juſt Offence 
any of our Allies. Whereas, if by an eſtabliſhed and 
alterable Law we give the whole to the Captors, they u 
often have more than onght, either in Jultice or Prudead 
to be given them: Injuitice will, in my Opinion, be & 
to our luffering Merchants, and we may give ſome of th 
who are now our Allies, or at leaſt our pretended Frient 
a good Pretence tor joining with Spain againſt us. 
But as theſe Objections, Sir, will be beſt anderſtood, 
the Bill comes regularly before us, I ſhail inſiſt no f 
upon them at pretent. Ihe Ends propoſed by the Motion 
highly approve of, and if the Bill be calculated effeQually! 
aniwer thoſe Ends, I ſhali be ready to agree, not only to 
being brought in, but to its being paſſed into a Law, as 
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t 
is conſiſtent with the Reſpect we owe to the Crown, and Anno 13 Geo- 
th the Methods and Forms of Proceeding in this Houſe; II. 1739. 
It, as ſoch Bills ought to owe their Riſe to ſome fort f N ö 
pplication from the Crown, and as it is a Bill of great 
poſequence, I do not think it would be altogether con. 
ent with either, to order ſuch a Bill in the very ſecond 
y of the Seſſion. This, Sir, is my Opinion, and I am 
winced, there are many Gentleman in this Houſe of the 
ne Opinion; therefore, I hope the Honourable Gentle- 
an will not, by inſiſting upon the Queſtion, lay us under | 
Necefiiry of giving a Negative to a Motion which we 
pald otherwiſe molt heartily agree to, and which, if it be 
itponed but for a few Days, will, I believe, meet with 

univerſal Approbation.“ | , 
To this Samuel Sandys, Eſq; replied as follows : 

S1R, 
« When I heard the Motion made by my Hon. Friend, Mr. Sandys. 
little expected it would have been oppoſed. To ſecure 
d encourage effectually the Trade of his Majeity's Sub- 
As in America, and to encourage Seamen to enter into 
is Majeſty's Service, are Points of ſuch great Conſequence 
this Nation, and ſo neceſſary upon the preſent Occaſion, 
at | imagined every Gentleman would have been curious 
d ſee what Expedients had been thought of for theſe Pur- 
ples. Surely, it muſt be allowed, that our T rade to Ame- 
ca is of the urmoſt Conſequence to this Kingdom; and 1 
ſure, it has neither been ſecure, nor encouraged for al- 
jolt theſe 20 Years paſt : It muit certainly be allowed, that 
is at all Times, but eſpecially in Time of War, of great 
onſequence to the Nation to have our Seamen ready and 
ling to enter into his Majeſty's Service; and I am ſure, 
hat for ſeveral Years paſt, they have been ſo far from 
ing ready and willing, that many of them have moſt 
adultriouſſy, and often even perilouſly, avoided being forced 
to his Majeſty's Service. Gentlemen may make De- 
larations of the Regard they have for our Seamen, and of 
heir Readineſs to concur in any proper Meaſures for their 
acouragement. I am perſuaded the Honourable Gentle- 
nan who ſpoke laſt was fincere in the Declarations he 
nade. But it is not from our Declarations, but from our 
\ctions, that thoſe without Doors judge of our Intentions ; 
Ind unleſs they feel the good Effects of our Declarations, 
hey wil! be ap: to judge amiſs of cur Sincerity. I have, 
in this Houſe, heard many ſanguine Declarations in favour 
ot our Seamen ; and yet, I do not know by what Milchance, 
nat uſetu! Body of Men have of late Years been very little 
egatded, Whillt our mercenary Troops, an uleleſs and dan- 
- gerous 


3 1 N 
Anno 23. Geo. s Body of Men, have met with all poſſible Pawgura 8. 
II. 2739. Encouragement. The former have been of late: Years Qivil 


W often preſſed into his Majeſty's Service, and diſmiſſed api ny 
without making the Advantages they might expe; that] 11 
do not at all wonder to ſee them now abſconding, and ew Int 

venturing their Lives to avoid being forced into the ge- ent 

As the Pay in his Majeſty's Navy is not near equal to th pop 

given by Merchants, nothing can tempt them to enter itho 

board the Navy, but Hopes of extraordinary Advantage t th 

the Prizes they may take: But theſe Hopes they have be pub 

of lace ſo often diſappointed of, that they began to deſpg at 2 


of ever meeting again with any ſuch Opportunity; and toy : 
Diſappointment the Bill now propoſed met with two Yew 
ago added not a little to that Deſpair, Even when 
Majeſty's Orders for Repriſal were iſſued and publiſhed, the 
doubted if they ſhould be allowed to execute them as d 
ought, or have any Share of the Prizes they might ta 
It is chiefly owing to theſe Doubts, Sir, that we ſtill fl 
ſuch a Difficulty ro man our Fleet; and therefore, I mi 
the Bill propoſed two Years ago had paſſed into a Law. | 
could have been attended with no Inconvenience, and wai 
have been of great Advantage at the Commencement of 
War. We have already ſeverely ſelt the Diſadvantage d 
not paſling it at the Time it was propoſed, and therefq 
in Duty to our Country as well as our King, we ought 
take the firſt Opportunity for rectifying that Miſtake. Th 
teſt Method for ſhewing our Reſpect to his Majeſty, is to 
every thing we can {or his Service, and to do it as ſoon a 
find it is become neceſſary, To delay doing what we thi 
neceſlary tor his Majeſty's Service, till it be applied for, 
till he be adviſed by his Miniſters to apply for it, may 
a Teſtimony ot our Reſpect for them, but it is a Breach 
that Duty we owe to him. In all Caſes we ought to dilis 
guiſh carefully between the Reſpe& due to the Crown, and 
the Regard that may be claimed by the Miniſters of the 
Crown. To the Crown we owe a great and a ſincere Re 
gard, but to Miniſters none, but what they juſtly acquirely 
their Conduct. Nay, a Regard for the latter may often h 
inconſiſtent with that Regard which is due to the forme 
Of late Years Parliaments have ſhewn a much great 
Reſpect to the Miniſters of the Crown, than was uſual 1 
former Ages; and I am under ſome Apprehenſions, that by 
continuing to ſhew the {ame Reſpect for a few Years long, 
we ſhall at laſt loſe all that Reſpe& which the People « 
this Kingdom ought to have for their Parliaments, If this 
ſhould ever happen to be our Caſe, which God forbid ! out 


happy Conllitution would be at an End: Our People coul 
a0 
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F t then be governed by Parliaments, or by any ſort of Anno 13. Geo. 
a Government: They muſt be ruled by a Standing. II. 1239. 
| ny, and a Military Sort of Government. AN 
I admit, Sir, that ſome Acts of Grace and Favour, ſuch 

Indemnities and the like, are uſually brought into Parlia» 

ent by a Meſſage from the Crown; but that nothing of 

popular Nature ought to be brought into Parliament, 

ithout ſuch a Meſſage, is a Doctrine new and ſurprizing. 

t this Rate no Law for the public Service, or for removing | 

public Grievance, could be propoſed in Parliament, with- 

it a previous Meſſage from the Crown; for every ſuch 

aw muſt, in its own Nature, be attended with Popularity; 

d to introduce it without ſuch a Meſſage, might in every 

aſe be called foreſtalling the Favours of the Crown, with 

much Juſtice as in the Caſe now before us. Such a 

>ftrine would indeed make Parliaments very reſpectful to 

Majeſty's Miniſters, but it would make them very uſeleſs 

his Majeſty's Subje&s, and of as little Uſe to his Ma- 

y himſelf; therefore, I hope, it will never gain a Preva- 

nce in this Houſe. As ſoon as we are aſſembled here, we 

e in Duty bound to conſider what Laws are neceſſary for 

public Service; and weare in Duty bound to bring them 

, and to paſs them as ſoon'as we can. If they are ſuch 

are popular, our Sovereign will always have a great 

are in that Popularity, by readily giving them the Royal 

ſſent: Even his Miniſters may have a Share in the Po- 

larity, by readily giving their Concurrence in paſſing 

em through the two Houſes of Parliament. But if the 

ing ſhould, by the Advice of wicked Miniſters, refuſe his 


* 


th 


* ent, or if the Miniſters ſnould oppoſe them in Parlia- 
ay | nt, and thereby expoſe themſelves to the Hatred of the 
ich of ople, they meet with nothing but what they deſerve, and 


dif patever may be the Conſequences, they have themſelves 
„ and ly to blame. For this Reaſon, Sir, if there is any Popu - 
of the ity to be gained by this Bill, I hope thoſe in the 
ek miniſtration will take Care to have a Share of it, by 
ire by ing us their Aſſiſtance to get it paſſed into a Law; and 
ten be hink I have clearly ſhewn, we can teſtify our Reſpect to 
me. Majeſty no way better, than by bringing it in and paſſing 
eam vith all imaginable Diſpatch. 

| * | grant, Sir, that his Majeſty may without the Authority 
hat by an Act of Parliament give the whole of every Prize to 
e Captors ; and I verily believe his Majeſty is of him- 
ple d If extremely willing to do ſo. Where then is the Harm, 
1 Khere is the Diſreſpect, in doing that by a Law, which 
| ! ours \lajelty is willing to do of his own accord? It may, 
cou true, be promiſed by Proclamation : I think it ought to , 
have 


aii 
4 Anne 13. Ceo. have been promiſed by "Proclamation as ſoon as the Rell 
II. 1739. fals were publiſhed ; but to do ſo by an AR of Parliamany 
a more ſolemn Way of doing it, and will add to the Ca 
dence, and conſequently the Encouragement of our 
Beſides this, Sir, it will prevent that Grievance {6 intols 
able to all the Officers and Seamen in the Navy, whie 
gave Occaſion to a Bill of the fame Nature in the lu 
Queeu's Lime. We all know, that before the AR of | tio 


Gth of Queen Anne, for the Encouragement of the I 

to America, we had a Prize-Office eftabliſhed,  whith Me 

the Diſpoſal and Diſtribution of all Prizes taken by Wil... 

Majeliy's Ships of War; and we likewiſe know, that orie 

. great deal 0i the Money produced by the Sale of any oe 
| ituck to the Fingers of the Officers and Clerks employ'di oft 
that Office. Now, as it is both better and eaſier to pte r : 

than remedy a Grievance, and as ſome ſuch Office as thi Rep: 

muſt be now revived, unleſs ſuch a Law be paſſed asis} uffe 

this Motion intended, I hope the Bill now propoſed f © 

meet with no further Oppoſition. | Rep 

It does not appear from our Journals, Sir, that eithert Prize 

Law by which this Prize-Ofiice was aboliſhed, © or any ara 

the Regulations now propoſed to be revived, were owi or 


to any previous Meſſage or Intimation from the C ea 
Nay, I doubt much, if the Law for demoliſhing the Priz 
Office was ſo much as adviſed, or ſincerely approved of, h 
thole who were at that time the chief Miniiters of tir 


Crown. The Miniſters in that Age were, I believe, fot ut [ 
thing like thoſe we have in this; and I have always ae 
Miniſters extremely unwilling to demoliſh any Office whe oun 
the Nomination of the Officers belonged to them. Ont em 
contrary, they have always been inventing new Offices Meere, 
this Sort; and if at any time they found themſelves me 
the Neceſſity of conſenting to the Demolition of ſuch om 
Office, they have generally taken the firſt Opportunity dem 


could ſafely lay hold on, for reviving it. Therefore, Woti 
a Law becomes neceſſary for demoliſhing any ſuch Of em 
or for preventing the Eſtabliſhment or Revival of fact 
one, I muſt think that, if we are to wait for a Meſſage in 


the Crown for that Purpoſe, no ſuch Law will ever be pai omf 

Having thus, I hope, fully anſwered the only Arguna th 
advanced for poſtponing this Motion, I ſhallnext ſay ne ſe 
thing to thoſe ObjeEtions that have been made agu C 


giving the whole of the Prizes to the Captors ; and bee m 
und the Sufferings of our Merchants are to be made ie ca 
Handle againſt giving the ſame Encouragement to s th 
Seamen, that was given in the lait War. Sir, I am gl © 
to find, that we now begin to ſhew ſome Regard to our ne 
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ne Loſſes and Misfortunes they have met with than I do, and 
r this very Reaſon, I am for giving the whole of every 


ring Merchants. No Man can more ſenſibly feel the A 


nno 
IL 


to the Captors, becauſe, I think, it is one of the bet 


ethods for procuring them full Reparation and perpetual 
becurity, It is not from the Prizes that may be taken 


tion, If we reſolve to give them a large Share of every 
prize, | am afraid very few will be taken; and if we 
five them but a ſmall Share, the whole Amount will not 


T* 

ar anſwer the great Damages which they have ſuffered, 
e ering the long Courſe of Time they have been left ex- 
Pry ſed to the Depredations and Inſults of Spaniſh Guarda 
y'di ofta's. It is from a vigorous Proſecution and happy Iſſue 


pf the War, and thence alone, that they can expect a full 
s tha cparation ; and therefore I am convinced, that moſt of our 
uffering Merchants will, for the neceſſary Encouragement 
f our Seamen, frankly reſign the inſignificant and partial 
Reparation they can expect, by having a Share in ſuch 
ert Prizes as may be taken, in order to have not only a full Re- 
aration for their paſt Sufferings, but an abſolute Security 
pr the future, by a happy and glorious Iſſue of the War 
e are now engaged in, | 
« I am convinced, Sir, that the Honourable Gentleman 
ff, ended for our Merchants having a Share in the Prizes 
of Entirely from the Compaſſion he has for their Sufferings ; 
It put I muſt beg Leave to ſay, that I think ita ſort of Com- 
afion, which can do no Service either to them or their 
ountry ; becauſe it creates a kind of Oppoſition between 
Ont em and our Seamen, Which is an Oppoſition that, I be- 
ices ere, very few of them will defire to propagate. It is 
omething extraordinary, that we ſhould now teſtify ſuch a 
ompaſſion for our ſuffering Merchants, when ſome few of 
dem may perhaps by a Petition have ſet themſelves in Op- 
y whe dition to our Seamen; and that we were ſo flow in relieving 


ole who plundered them, or who tamely allowed them 
d be plundered. For many Years we gave no Proof of 
ompaſſion for their Sufferings, but by fruitleſs Applications 
d the Court of Spain; and now we are engaged in War, 
e ſeem to be getting into as wrong a Method for ſhewing 
ur Compaſſion, as we were in before; for 'tis certain, that 
ne moſt proper and effectual Way is, to take every Method 
e can think of, that may any way conduce towards bring- 
g the War to a happy and ſpeedy Iſſue. 

am g But I muſt put Gentlemen in mind, that at the ſame 
our (Wine we are teſtifying our Compaſſion for thoſe that have 


Juring the War, that our Merchants can expect full Repa- 


em, when the only Oppoſition was, between them and 


{uffered, 


1 3. Geo. 
17 39. 


. of 


Anno 1 3.Geo. ſuffered, we ſhould think of having a Compatiph fort, 


II. 1739. 


This we ſoon became ſenſible of in the late War, andthe 


the preceding Seflion. They had time enough 
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that may ſuffer ; for if we do not, our future Sufferin 

far exceed thoſe that are paſt. For this Purpoſe, — 
Bill now propoſed to be brought in is abſolutely 
In the preſent War, if proper Care be not r 
Merchants may ſuffer vaſtly more by the Enemy Þji 
teers, than they have ever done by their — Col 
To prevent this, we ought by all poſſible Means toe 
courage our Ships of War: both public and private, ON | 
and take or deſtroy thoſe of the rs Every 10 
that there is very little to be got b We "Prince 
and therefore we can hardly ſuppoſe that our Private 
will attack, or endeavour to take or deſtroy any one df 
Enemy*s, unleſs we give them a Reward for ſo 
know, that his Majeſty's Ships of War are obliged to 
tack an Enemy, when any one of them fall in their W 
but I am afraid, that even ſome of his Majeſty's $hips 
War will not be very diligent in looking out for ſuch, 
in cruiſing where ſuch only can be met with, unleſs weg 
them ſomething more than they can expect by the Capt 


fore, by the Act of the 6th of Queen Anne, for the hel 
ſecuring the Trade of this Kingdom, by Crow 4 

Convoys, a Reward of 5 J. for every Man on * 
Ship of War or Privateer of the Enemy's at the Begin 
of the Engagement, that ſhould be taken by any” af 
Ships of War, public or private, was given to the Captag 
over and above what they could make by the Sale of 
Prize. This Encouragement, Sir, was found abſolmehys 
ceſſary in the late War, and by Experience proved to * : 
very good Effect. And as this is one of the Encourageme 
intended by the Bill now moved for, I am nN to 
a Delay propoſed by a Gentleman, who ] am ſure has ai 
and ſincere Regard for the Merchants and Trads of t 
Kingdom. To delay it but for a few Days, upon a pretend 
Punctilio of Reſpe& to the Crown, may occaſion the | I 
of ſeveral honeſt Merchants, and a Ruin too, which n 
otherwiſe have been prevented, Sir, it has already i 
delay'd fix Months longer than it ought to have been. 
War was certainly known at leaſt by our Miniſters, bes 
the End of laſt Seſſion, to be unavoidable ; and therelar 
mult ſay, that if they had done their Duty, they 
ſelves ſhould laſt Seſſion have brought in that very I lic: 
which they had ſo great a Hand in throwing out So: 


24th of May to have brought it in, and to have hadup 
into a Law before the Concluſion of the Seſſion. 


93.8; 
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aut for and deſtroy. the Enemy's Pri- 


bell and maſt faith fuf Advices that could have been given 
by bis Miniſters; and I wonder that thoſe who now feem 
ſo jealous of depriving the Sovereign of that Popularity, 
that may be acquired: by Adds of Grace and Favour, did 
not adviſe him to do ſo, eſpecially as they had neglected to 
provide for it, when it ought to have been done out of the 
public Revenue of the-Kingdom. It might, by this Time, 
dare amounted to a large Sum, conſidering the Number of 
Priateers the Enemy have fitted out againſt us, eſpecially if 
bur Ships of Wat had been diſperſed, and properly ſtationed 
for intercepting them ; but the more it had amounted to, 
de more Eſteem and Affection would have been acquired, 
not only by his Majeſty, but by thoſe Counſellors who had 
adviſed him to ſuch a popular Meaſure ; and the higbeſt 
dum it could have amounted to might, I believe, have been 
wmpenſated by aboliſhing or curtailing ſome of thoſe uſe- 
lei Penfions and Salaries, which are now paid out of the 
wil Lift Revenue, and which may add to the Number of 
us Majeſty's Servants and the Miniſter's Flatterers, but 
er can add to the Number of his Majeſty's faithful Sub- 
Als, nor to that of the Minifter's fancere Friends. | 
This, I ay, Sir, his Majeſty might have done without 
de Authority af Parliament; but as it has not been done, 
L little expect it will 3 and. therefore this Encouragement 
upht as ſoon as poſſible to be given, and provided for ont 
u the public Revenue of 1 which can no —_ 
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Ano 11 Geo. b&; but by ſuch a Bill as is now propoſed; "Beſides ig 
. 1935 there nr other Things intended by this NU 
we done no way but by AR of Parkament ; and beweg 
IF . Delay ought to be made, upon any Fretence whatevay 
| bringing in and paſſing it. I be very'bringiog in uch 
f | . will give ne w Spirits to thoſe Seamen that have ed, 
| have been preſſed into his Majeſty's Service, and will 
| with many, who are now abſconding, to appear an 
| ' themſelves on board ſome of our Ships of War. (Web 
daily Complaints of the Difficulties af manning o 
and ſhall rhoſe very Gentlemen who make them, 
| pretended Punctilio of Reſpect to the Crown, put of, bug 
| a few Days, the moſt proper Thing we can do for remiyni 
. _ thoſe Complaints ? Bet ſuppoſe we ſhould kumour t 
3 Gentlemen, in their imaginary Reſpect for the Crown) 
YZ | poſtponing this Motion for a few Days, bow ares 
| that avy Meſſage will come from the Crown in that N 
| And will not the Argument for putting off the Mates 
| much ſtronger then, than it is now : for if we ſhould 
poſtpone the Motion, upon the Pretence that it wouli 
. diſteſpectful, I think it would ſhew not only a Die 
but a Contempt, if we ſhould at any time hereafter 
a Bill in for theſe Purpoſes without ſuch a Meſſage ; tha 
fore, | hope, my Honourable Friend will infiltupa 
Motion; I am fare, be ſhall have my hearty Concurreat 

Sir Charles Wager ſpoke next to this Purpoles' 
6a, 2 | 7 6 
Sir Charles When any preſent . Grievance is ſelt, or 1 
W. Scr. Grievance apprehended, and when the one can 
moved, nor the other prevented, without a new Laws 
that Purpote, it is our Duty to think of, and paſs 1 
La; dut as a Malttude of unneceſſary Laws is g 
Grievance to Society as any it can labour under, we 
to be extremely cautious of introducing any new Law; 
if the Evil can be remedied by the Laws in beg 
may, perhaps, be our Caſe at preſent : Our Seanies 
to beencour: ped : Our Ships of War ought to been 
to do their Duty: But I ſtall be againii bringing i 
till ] am well convinced, that the Laws now in beige 
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this Reſpect deficient ; for the Evils propoſed by was | 
| to be remeCied, cannot be ſaid to be preſent Evils yy 
| of them have yet been felt ; and whether they may al pr 


| | prevented by a due Exerciſe of that Power, with which! 
Crown is now inveſted, is a Queflion that. in my Ops 
| admits of iome Diffculty. In the late Qaecen's 
| was cot ſo. The War we were then engaged in 
3 |  Gariicd en for ieveral Years, and the Prue Office 
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61 
ud by Experience to be an intolerable Grievance upon Ang. G. 
Officers and Scamen of ber Majeſty's, Navy.. I had, ac 1.373% 
time, the Honour of being Commander of one of her NF. 
jefly's Ships of War ; and with regard to one of ths 
nes | had the good Trey 2 I was. - 
far from getting any thing by, it, chat L was brought in 
bt to cb Pr Ober, Tha was 4 — — 
at ſome new R ion was neceſſary, with regard to the 
-2es taken by her. Majeſty's Ships of © it had 
ewiſe been ſound by Experience, that our Ships of War 
{ been a little negligent of their Duty in looking out 
, and attacking thoſe of the Enemy; which at that time 
ade the Parliament, as well as the Government, think it 
cefſary to give the Reward of 5 L a Man, mentioned by 

Honourable Gentleman that ſpoke laſt. Theſe were 
ils that were then preſent and ſeverely felt, and therefore 
became neceſſary to make the new Regulations which are 

propoled to be revived ; but the Parliament did not 
n think, that thoſe Evils would recur, or that thoſe Re- 
lations would be neceſſary in every future War ; if they- 
, they would have made thoſe Laws perpetual : Where. 
they were made temporary, and to continue po longer” 
In during the War we were, then engzged in. Nay, A. 
lieve, if they had then but thought it probable, that thoſe 
is would. always recur, they. would have made thoſe ' 
pulatiovs perpetual. Therefore, if we now form our 
gment upon the Opinion that then prevailed, we muit 
ppoſe, that neither of theſe Evils will probably be felt in 
pre ent War; and ſurely, we are not to inerraſe the 
umber of our Laws, which is already almoſt intolerable, 
making new Laws for preventing Evils, that will pro- 
bly never happen. For my Part, Sir, I believe the Evils 
prot happen during the preſent ; becauſe, I think, bis 
jet has it very much in his Power, by the Laws now 
being, to prevent them. He has already reſolved, that 4 
er reſerving ſome Share for our ſuffering Merchants, he 
ll give the whole Reſidue of the Prizes to the Captors. 
us, I hope, will be a ſofficient Encoaragement far our 
amen to enter into his Majeſly's Service; conſidering the 
d Prizes that may fall into our Hands, it will encourage 
Ofcers of his Majeſty's Ships of War to be vigilant in 
dkirg out for the Enemy's Merchantile Ships; and as 
Preferments in the Navy are ail at bis Majefty's Diſ- 
, I hope they will be befiowed in ſuch a Manner, as 
A wake it neceflary for every Officer. in our Navy to be 
pigent * ſeveral Stations, in looking oat for, and 
g or Cellroyigg erery Ship of War beloaging to the 
ing cer Wr — | 
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conſequeaty woeld be wrong, te 
that Purpoſe. arte eur 
| If there are, his Majefty muſt be allo 
| Judge, whether any new Powers be wanted, e 
venting the Evils apprehended, or for © 
—— Proſecution, and happy \ 
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im perſect and deſective; and thus we 
— — might have 
one, which is a Conſequence we oaght 2 
to avoid. 
Whatever other Gentlemen may 
ReſpeR that is due to the Crown, I fhall 
ISS SN 
when it is any wzy poflible to avoid it; 
py os by the Laws now in being, a 
in every Prize taken by his Ships of War, 1 
think, that it will look very much like a 
ni be xt S 


not think it will be any Delay with reſpect wo 188 
paſſed into a Law ; becauſe, when a Bill is haffily bay 
In, it generally requires mature Deliberation, aid | 


is maturely coobleved, and Tally contains, WIN 


broophtin, — of the Bitl ren 
fect. chat it requires but few Amendments ; and oe 


iy of its Progreſs always bears — Wt 
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Anno 13. Geo. now feel, and the latte; we ul 
3 15 Nature of Things, unleſs we make he ſame 1 5 dom 
ir that was made in the Taft War. If no foch Provide te 
* made. a Prize Office muſt be ſet up; for tho? his e 
the whole to the Captors, he cannot im 
appoint their own Agents for the Sale and yy umiay 9 
the Prize, without an Act of Parliament; and if -« Priz. 
Office be ſet up, can any one expect that the Officers al 
Clerks of that Office will be more honeſt, or leſs rapaciou 
1 in this Age, than they were in_ the aſt? I ai Gr | 
-| thinking we have improved in public 'Virtue 1 tha 
time: On the contrary, I believe. that a ſelfiſh abJ ng 
| cious Spirit is now more general than it was in thoſe Days 
= therefore, I am convinced, * . 7 1 
1 ter Oppreſſion upon our en in than x 
EO te is that; and for this Reaſon, T'riink, 
cannot provide too ſoon againſt it. 
| © Then, with regard to the Encours ment to be gi 
to our Ships of War, to attack thoſe o he as ful 
| grant, Sir, that if all the Commanders a "ob Navy were 
endued with a true heroic Spirit, they would be as 
to attack the Enemy where little elſe but hard Blows i 56 
be got, as where the richeſt and moſt defenceleſs Prize my 
be acquired; but this Spirit of Heroiſm is how, I — 
no more prevalent than it was in the laſt Age; i will 


Lam convinced, be found equally ineffectual ks the Tal 
opoſed. If Rewards and Paniſhmerits were duly. a 
ul 


Fay diſtributed ; if Merit only were preferred; 
Cowardice or Negligence ſeverely puniſhed ; I malt d 
it would, in this reſpect, have a very good Effet upon the 
Officers of his Majeſty's Navy; but without 
from our preſent excellent Miniſters, I believe, I mh. 
that no greater Miracles can be expected from then, tha 
were pretended to by thoſe great Men that were our N 
niſters in the Beginning of the late Queen's Reign; al 
they, we find, were willing to take the Aid of an AR d 
Parliament, and a pecuniary Recompence, for encouragui 
the Officers even of his Majeſty's Navy to do their Day, 
I hope our preſent Miniſters will follow their . Example; 
for whatever Effect a juſt Diſtribution of Preferments maj 
have upon the Officers of our public Ships of War, it a 
have but very little Effect upon theſe Ships of War ate 
be fitted out by private Men; and in order to Sr, 
Swarm of Privateers, that have been, and may be fin 


by the Enemy, I think it is worth our while to 
- 6 Sir, The 1 now propoſed to be een tee 


the Aſſiſtance even of our private Ships of War. 
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ade temporary, becauſe the Parliament theri thought there Anno r3.Ges, 
ould be no Occaſion for them in uny future War, but be- II. 1739. 
auſe they could be of no Uſe but in time of War; and 
dat Parliament certainly imagined, that aſter they had in- 
rodaced the Precedent, the Parliament would never fail to 

pe them, as ſoon as any new War ſhould break out. 
zut I muſt obſerve, that 'a- Law's being pk pb of 
crary, is po Argument againſt its being of perpetual Uſe. 
tis, I think, a very. tial Caution in a free Country, 
ever to make any Law perpetual; bill it is found by Ex- 
xrience to be a good Law, and no Way burtful to our 
oullitution. If this Caution had always been” obſerved, 
Laws now in being, I believe, would ne- 
r have met with the Honoer of being revived, far- leſs 
f being made perpetu lf. 
The Honourable Gentlemen who oppoſe this Motion 
pleaſed to tell us, Sir, that his Majeſty is the beſt Judge 
f the Queſtion, Whether the Evils, now nded, may 
e prevented by the Powers, with which the Crown is al- 
dy, by Law, inveſted; + I wiſh theſe Gentlemen would 
ave his Majelty's Name out of this Queſtion; as well as 


/ other. It is nor his Majefty, but bis Miniflers, that 
— are to ſuppoſe Judges ; and, I hope, his Miniſters will 
ale it amiſs, f Lay, that I think this Houſe as good 
** Judge of this or any other Queſtion as they are. There 
by and ſeveral Gentlemen in this Honſe, that know the Powers, 
ee which the Crown flands by Law inveſted, 2s well as 
old niſters can do, amd, I believe, they are more impartial 
Iz; for Miniſters are apt to be partial in Favour of 


ie Powers and Prerogatives of the Crown, and to ſuppoſe 


ay dem much more extenfive than they really are. One may 

"a ably gueſs from the expired Laws that have been read to 

. , that ſeveral Things are intended to be done by this 

+ "| which cannot be done by ary of the Powers wit 

Ar the Crown now ſtands inveſted ; and y 

_— ich Things as every Man muſt allow to be ne 

3 an ging his Majeſty's Subjects, of all Ranks 

= A to aſſiſt and to do their Duty in the Proſecution of 
e preſent War. For this Reaſon, Sir, ſuppoſe our Mi- 


ters had done all that was in the Power of the Crown to 
d, for the E of our Seamen in the preſent 
War, yet it could be no Argument againſt the Utility of 
ze Bill now b 
not been done that was in the Power of 
p. it renders it not only neceſſary to bring in this Bill, but 
d bring it in as ſoon as poſlible. It was in the Power of 
Crowa to have promiſed to give the whole Value of 
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T 16. Geo. 88 dhe tem This is-Þ fr ami 
i bee Janes ab me AIP PI, it is not to he Ban, If 
| ſenſihiy as gn Mag. the. 2 of our 
II for putting the. Encouragement af an 
and <anieguenty the: Succeſ. of the War, on 4:4 
Wich giving them à little immediate rations an 
4 5 har _ 77 3 wha! by | 
Motion. s concerning promi 10 
_ of the Prizes already iu, ip af oor 
: (REM: for our bringing in and g this Bill. (His 
— has called us tagether ſponer then uſual, in nig 
have our. Advice : N then, his Miniſters hava can 
 Mikake, .gqught nat we, in Duty tb nur 
rectiſy that Migske . as en 3 paſſible ? With 
0 the Prizes already taken, no Gentleman, 1; be 
; 3 
Tegfrd 10 * Llxe5. pe WE ve 
men the Whole, in order to encourage them 10 * 
and agive in doing their Duty. No re 
that be Prudence and a Regard far his oy, i 
ine ves 3 With v 
17 againſt ns, — 
8 (all Re e them 15 arab 
perhaps, evenitheiPrixes a 


= of and divided awangk them... Bot n 
were tight to give the tullering Merchants a Shkre ufc 
Prize, 7 dot this Surg do have been aſceruined 
Publicly declared befare hom, hat our Seamen might 
known what to expert from. the Prizes that wete;w ja 
Ben by their Conduct and Courage? Diſctetionasyult 

ate, 1 know, of all Powers, the greateſt Fa ustes 
Miniſters ; hut thaſe- Miniſters mut have n moſkextt 
gant Love, for diſcxetionay Powers, Who will not:de 
tram them or limit them, even by their own Aft and Dal 
in a,Caſe where the Succeſs of e 

a Limitation — FOR kind. or dither. | At:p 
Pau not kn 


— all Share ne our — Merchants p 
$he,wibo.e Refidue to the Captors, why reſente . 

ſolntion in Peito? Why not publiſh it hy Proclaimacil 
This is what they wight hare done ;by Mie 
Powers now lodged in the, Crawn : This Would t 
have been heen more agreeable to our Scames, ibn u 


main in chat Uncertainty, under which, they labour u # 


5 4 
af; and fince it bas not been done by Proclatyation, 1 Anno Geo; 
| . 


oy ——= 
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ink we ought as foon as poſſible to en exvoar to do it | 
[4 of Falk meat. In uch 14 Cafe, ſhall we'wajt till 4 1 
Uinillers come and deſire us to rectif/ their Millakes? 
rely no Membet of "this Houſe will fay, that ſuch 4 De. 
y would be conſiſtent wich che Duty, or che Dignity of 
arliament. Wor” Tr net} pore. 2s 
If the Bill now propoſed were a Bill chat bad never 
en thought of before, there might be fome Ocrafion for 
ature Deliberation. But this is not the Cafe: The Bill 
oved for is no new Bill. It is a Bill only for reviving a 
i that was found neceffary in the laſt War, and Hurd 
om the Nature of Things muſt .»pear to be neceſſary” 
is. Beſides, the very Bill now propoſed was fully confi- 

red, and actually brought in two Years ago: I believe 
ere will be Occaſion for very little Altetation, antefs it be 
the Preamble; and if any in the Adminiſtration think, 
lat there were Faults or Deficiencies in the former Bill, it 

to be hoped they will aſfiſt in drawing up this in order 
þ have thoſe Fanlts or Deficiencies reQMfied; therefore 1 
an ſee no Reaſon for poſtponing the Motion, nor do 1. 
ink, that the Delay thereby occaſioned can be made good © 
y any Diſpatch that can afterwards be given in paſſing it 
Irodgh the ſeveral Branches of our Legiſlature ; for 
hich Reaſon, if the Queſtion be put upon my Honourable 
riend's Motion, and I hope he wilt not part with it, I 
all certainly give my Affirmative to the Queſtion,” * 
gy cet I: 

1R, en, e wee 3 
© I have read over and conſidered his Majeſty's Speech John Howe, 
ith as much Care as I ever did any thing, and_if 1 may EIA; 

allowed to underſtand the Engliſh Language, I am ſure, 
dere is not a Word in the whole Speech that can be ſup- 
joled to relate to the Bill now moved for. With regard 
0 the Supplies neteſſary for. the Service of the enſuin 

ear, the Speech may, indeed, be allowed. to he ſome Sort 
f Meſſage, and I hope we ſhall comply with it both readily 
ad unanimouſly ; but with regard to any thing elſe, we 
nay, | think, as well call it a Prayer, or_a Command, as 
Meſſage. His Majeſty bas told us, tis true, that he 
las called us together ſooner than uſual, in order to have 
bur Advice at this important JunQute ; but if we have any 
Advice to offer, we ought to do it by ati Addreſs, which is | 
de uſua} Way of communicating our Thoughts to the 
Vor. VI. R Crown, 
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5 Since created Lord. 


Anno 23. Cee. Crown, with regard to any thing we think ovght't 
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the ſupreme Magiſtrate is always made more exten 


berties as any People ought in Reaſon to be, a moſt ablo 
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done. I mult think, that it is à pretty odd, and a a 
Way of offering Advice to the Crown, to do it by Wayg 
Bill, and by a Sort of Bill too, that makes a direQ Inen 
ment upon the *r Royal; for if it be intended 
the Bill now propoſed to give the whole of every Prize 
the oth, muſt ſay, the Bill will be a direct Tncrad 
ment upon the Prerogatives of the Crown, among whig 
that of having the Diſpoſition and Diſtribution. of ew 
thing taken from the Enemy is certainly one. 
By our preſent Conſtitution, Sir, the Crown may if 
ſe of what is taken from the Enemy, as a Reward tot 
Captors, and to encourage others to take as much as thy 
can from the Enemy; in which Caſe, the Crown has j 
Power of proportioning that Reward to the Behaviow 
each Man concerned in the Capture, which will am 
have a great Effect upon the Bebaviour of private Ma 
whereas, if you give the whole thus by the Lump tt 
Captors, you put it out of the Power of the Public to 
ward the Bravery, or puniſh the Indolence of any 0 
or Seaman concerned in his Majeſty's Navy. The wh 
will depend upon the Chance of War, which, in on 
fort of War, muſt be allowed to be very | whimkc 
but in a Naval War it is more whimſical than in 1 
other. A rich Galleon, or Spaniſh Regiſter Ship, 
eſcape a moſt diligent Admiral or Captain in the Wal 
Indies, or about the Canaries ; and by mere Accident ul 
fall into the Hands of a moſt ſlothful and negligent C 
mander upon the Coaſts of Spain. In this Caſe, ſorely, 
would be Juſtice to give ſome Part of the Prize to thole 
had been diligent in looking out for her, and but a 
{mall Part to thoſe who, perhaps by their Sloth, aud 
by their Diligence, had met with her ; but if the Bill x 
propoſed ſhould paſs into a Law, the ſlothful may h 
whole, and thoſe who were diligent, and perhaps, by 
Diligence threw the Prize in the other's Way, may 
nothing. What an Effect this muſt have upon thee 
viour both of our Officers and Seamen, I ſhall leave to 
that hear me to conſider. n 
In all other limited Governments, Sir, the Poe 


time of War, in proportion as the War is more dangers 
Amongſt the Romans, who were as jealous of theu 


and arbitrary Government always took Place, when i 
found themſelves engaged in a dangerous War. What 
preſent War may be to this Nation, no — tell;; 


— 


| (x83). | 
rant, we bave yet no great Reaſon to be much afraid. of its x.3.Geo 
Conſequences : As long as Spain ſtands fingle and alone 1239 
inſt us, I believe we never ſhall : But who knows what 
her Powers may engage 7 And if ſome of the other, 8 
Powers of Europe ſhould engage againſt us, they may 
nder the War not only burthenſome, but dangerous to 
his Nation; in which Caſe, I ſhould not think it very 
rudent to put Reſtraints upon the Power of our Sovereign, 
hich our Conſtitution is very little acquainted with, and 
hoſe Conſequences we had no Opportunity of knowing 
| the late War, both becauſe it laſted but for a few Years 
er the Regulations, now propoſed to be revived, were 
ade; and becauſe, from the Time they were made, it was 
ather a Land than a Naval War, the Enemy having been 
1 ſame Meaſure drove quite out of the Seas ſome time be- 
ore the 6th of Queen Anne. 
« But, Sir, ſuppoſe there were no Objection to be made 
gainſt any of the Regulations intended by the Bill now 
noved for, what Occafion have we to be in ſuch a Hurry, 
to order the Bill in the very 2d Day of the Seſſion? 
t the Bill be brought in, and paſſed when we will, we 
nnot make it commence till after Chrifmas ; becauſe by 
Treaties long ſince entered into, we are engaged to reſtore 
ll Goods and Effects found on board the Ships of any 
ation we are at War with, if upon Examination it 
hall appear, that they belonged to any of our Allies, and 
at the Ship was taken within ſo many Weeks in the Seas . 
Europe, or ſo many Months in the Seas of Africa or the ' | 
ndies, after the Declaration of War. Now, as the War 
gainſt Spain was declared but the 23d of October laſt, we 
annot pretend to give to the Captors the Goods or Effects 
H. our Allies, which may be taken even in the Seas of 
Lurope before Chriſtmas next ; therefore, if we were now to 
aſs the Bill, as well as order it to be brought in, we cou d 
ot make it begin to take Effe& before ſome Day in January 
text; and before that time, it may be paſſed into a Law, 
ven though it ſhould not be brought in, or ordered to be 
drought in, for this Week or ten Days to come. For this 
Reaſon, Sir, I can ſee no Occaſion for being in a Hurry 
bout ordering this Bill to be brought in, eſpecially as ſome 
entlemen ſeem to think it inconſiſtent with that Reſpect 
hich is due to Crown; for ſince paſſing the Bill can have 
0 Effet till the Day of its Commencement, and ſince poſt- 
ponung of the Motion will not poſtpone the Day af its 
mmencement, I think we ought to have ſo much Com- 
alance for one another, as to poſtpone a Motion which 
nay, in a few Days hence, be unanimouſly agreed to, ** 
R 2 3 


W. goa Sutton laebartrmoentee 
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* conſidered it, he will endeavour to leſſen the bad ER 


 thould be aꝑainſt it now, when ſuch a Law ſeems to he 


39- made. 


If the Motion be poſtponed but for a few Days, we md 


Motion is made, I ſhall be againſt its being 
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Sir, I ſhall always be againſt our ſhewing' a" | 
either to the Oni 6s to Miifers that ĩs — 
the Dignity of this Houſe ; but in the preſent Caſe, Thy 
think the Delay defired ſo far from being inconfitenf Ng 
our Dignity, that I think it would be inconſiſtent WIA U 
Reſpe& we owe to the Crown, not to comply with * 
even wiſh the Motion had not been made, till ſome 
ſage for that Purpoſe had been ſent to us from the Chow 
The Bill is certaimy in its own Nature a Bill of "Gay 
and Favour : Our Seamen will look upon it as fuck, alt 
will think themſelves highly obliged to "thoſe who'd 
the Authors of it. For this Reaſon I wiſh,” the fit . 
towards its Introduction had been made by the Crom: 
think we are in Duty, as well as out of Reſpoct to hiy M 
jeſty, bound to allow ſuch a Bill to owe-its Birth to hi 


probably have a Meſſage from his Majeſty for that Purpe 
and ſurely thoſe who think it a right Thing, will be willy 
his Majelty ſhould have the Merit of propofing it” Ty 
Motion that has been made will derogate a little” from thi 
Merit; but as I am convinced, that no Gentleman hat 
greater Regard for his Majeſty than the Honourable Gent 
man who made the Motion, I hope that now, after bel 


may have, by preventing its appearing in our Votes; whit 
he may prevent, by not inſiſting upon the Queſtion." 
M-. Howe was anſwer'd by Edward Hooper, Eſq;” 


SIR, — * b 
As I was one of thoſe that were ſanguine for han or 
a Bill of this kind paſſed into a Law two Years ago, | nat 


it was actually brought in, it cannot be expected "that * 


neceſſary than it was at that Time. Yet, I own, "if thn” 
Motion had not been made, I ſhonld have been aft 
making it ſo very carty in the Seſſion. But now, that vel 


and I hope no Gentleman will think of having à Ne 
tive put upon it. Whether it appears in our printed You 
or no, it will be heard of without Doors. Even the N 
pulace, and particularly our Seamen, will hear, that fe 
Motion has been made in Parliament, and that it was ma*_n*- 
without Effect, which will be attended with very unluch 
Conſequences, We are engaged in a War with an Bren 
that cannot be attacked by us, nor can they attack us, but 
Sea, For this Reafon, we haye Occaſion for a great * 


( 125) 
ref Seamen 3 for without them, we can neither attack Anno 13 Ge. 
Enemy, nor defend ourſelves. From whatever Cauſes IL 1739: 
may proceed, we find by ''Experience,- that our Seamen WYYSY 
unwilling to enter into his Majeſty's Service. In theſe 
ircumftances,. will not our putting a. Negative upon this 
otion, or even our poſtponing it, render dur Seamen 
re backward than ever, to enter into his - Majeſty's 
rvice ? It will be impoſſible to make them underftand the 
eaſons aſſigned for ing it, or to make them believe 
t ir will be y reſumed: They will look upon the 
y as an abſolute Refuſal to bring in or paſs ſuch a Bill, 
d thereupon they will naturally reaſon thus with them- 
yes: What ſhould we enter into the King's Service for? 
ecan have higher Wages of the Merchants; and by what 
happened in Parliament we may fee, that we are to 
re no Share, or but a ſmall Share, of any Prizes we take. 
ill not this make them avoid entering into his Majeſty's 
rvice as much as they can? And this muſt of courſe re- 
rd, if not diſappoint ſome of our Deſigns againſt the 
demy. As I am convinced the Law now propoſed will 
dt only increaſe the Alacrity of our People, but intimi- 
e our Enemies, 1 am ſorry to find no Intimation in his 
lajeſty's Speech relating to its my revived, Had ſuch a 
deen recommended to our Conſideration from the 
hrone, it would have convinced the World of, what I do 
pt doubt, his Majeſty's Intentions to carry on the War 
ich the utmoſt Vigour. 
« The Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt has told us, 
at the bringing in of ſuch a Bill can have no Effect till 
be paſſed into a Law. Sir, I muſt beg Leave to differ 
om him, The very Motion for bringing it in, the Motion 
dat is now before us, if it be agreed to, will have a very 
reat and good Effect. It will ſhew our Seamen, that they 
e to have the whole of every Prize they take divided 
mong them, and managed, diſpoſed of, and diſtributed by 
Agents Choſen by themſelves. This will make them con- 
der, that beſides their Wages they have a good Chance of 
riching themſelves and their Families, by being in the 
king's Servicez and this will of courſe make them fond 
being in the Service. I believe there will flill be a 
Vant of Seamen, as there always muſt be at the Begin- 
ing of a War, unleſs we keep in continual Pay a large 
ody of Seamen, even in time of Peace; but it will pro- 
ab.y remove that Want of Seamen in his Majeſty's Service 
hich is now ſo ſenſibly felt, and ſo much complained of, 
ven by thoſe who are for poſtponing this Motion. There. 
re, do not let us do a real Injury to his Majelty's — 
* 


Anno 23. Geo. by 


II. 1739. 


Vedſſel before the Declaration of War, or within 


to the proper Owners? In this Caſe the Law is extrem 


been read to you; and can it be ſaid that there is any th 


Friendſhip with us ; and that they were ſhipped 


Ships belonging to the Enemy; and we ſhould, as foos 


| tarily on board his Majeſty's Navy. And as our ph 


| 26) 
ſhewing an unſeaſonable, and perhaps I may ſay ut 
ReſpeR to the Crown. 

« ] was indeed ſurprized, Sir, to hear it pretended, 
inſinuated, that we could not make this Bill-commence 
the Month of January next, becauſe of-the Treaties bety 
us, and ſome of the Powers of Europe, who are now 
Allies and good Friends. I know, Sir, that by fone 
thoſe Treaties, the Goods of our Friends or Alls u 
to be confiſcated, tho' found on board an Enemy Ship 
it ſhall appear that thoſe Goods were ſhipped on beard 


Weeks or Months after the Declaration of War u 
mentioned in the reſpective Treaties. But what bas thi 
do with the Bill now propoſed to be brought in? Ou. 
men are not by this Bill to get any Title to a Ship er 
taken from the Enemy, till both be condemned 
Courts of Admiralty, as lawful Prize. Can the Good 
Friends, tho' found on board an Enemy's Ship, be a 
demned as lawful Prize, when it appears that thoſe: G 

ought by Treaty, or by the Law of Nations, to be 


Plain, and Care will certainly be taken in the drawing 
of the Bill not to alter it, or render it doubiful by 
Clauſe, or any Expreſſions in the Bill. The Bill wt 
drawn up upon the Plan of thoſe expired Lawe, that 


in either of them, that could authorize a Jadge-Adai 
to condemn as lawful Prize all Goods found om hoard 
Enemy's Ship, even tho” it ſhould be made hy 
ſome of them belonged to the Subjects of a Nation i 
Jun ws. 


that Veſſel before our Declaration of War againk d 
or even after that Declaration, but within the Times 
ſpectively limited by Treaty? What then ſhould Mie 
from making the Bill begin to have EffeQ, as ſoon wi 
ſhall receive the Royal Aſſent? Therefore, we bug 
paſs the Bill as ſoon as poſſible, becauſe it will encour 
the Officers and Seamen ot his Majeſty's Navy © 
watchful and diligent in looking out for, and taking 


poſſible, order the Bill to be brought in, becauſe that w 
Order will induce our Seamen to enter themſelves you 


ning or diſagreeing to the Motion, now it is made, ie 
3 a quite contrary Effect, when Gentlemen conſider 
Circumliances we are in, I hope they will depart from the 
Punctilio of Reſpect to the Crown, and allow the * 


(+127). 
bare, what it ought to have, the unanimous Approbation Anno 
this b | | 


Then Sir John Barnard ſpoke in Effect as follows : _ 


r chief Cauſe of 
ir preſent Oppoſition are not againſt the 
|, but againſt its being moved for, till we have ſome Meſ- 
e from his Majeſty for that Purpoſe ; but I muſt obſerve, 
at moſt of them have ſaid ſeveral Things againſt the 
| itſelf; and therefore, as ſome of them may be ſup- 
ed to have ſome Influence in his Majeſty's Councils, I 
; afraid that, if we poſtpone the Motion till we have a 
eſage from the Crown, we muſt poſtpone it till the End 
the War. The Point really in Diſpute is, about taking 
um the Crown one of thoſe difcretionary Powers, it is at 
ſent poſſeſſed of; and in ſuch a Diſpute, Sir, I am no 
y ſurprized to hear the Continuance and Utility of that 
wer argued for by the Gentlemen, who have, or the Fa- 
varites of thoſe who have, the Exerciſe of all the diſere- 
nary Powers or the Crown, — 45 Hands 5 ſor Mi- 
ters are extremely apt to fancy ee great Advantages 
every Prerogative of the Crown, and to be quite blind 
the Diſadvantages it may be attended with. But as I 
ve not the Honour to be concerned in exerciſing any 
h Powers ; nor, I believe, the Fortune to be much in 
good Graces. of thoſe that are, I can judge of the diſ- 
tionary Powers of the Crown with leſs Prejudice; and 
can ſay without Fear, that I am againſt all ſuch, where 
are not abſolutely neceſſary ; for I look upon a diſ- 
tionary Power to be very near a-kin to an arbitrary one; 
d am therefore for having as few ſach as poſſible. At pre- 
nt the Crown has, tis true, the ſole Property in all Prizes 
ken from the Enemy by his Majeſty's Ships of War; 
it I muſt beg Leave to obſerve, that this Property is veſted 
the Crown only as Truſtee for the Public; becauſe the | 
tole ought to be diſpoſed of in the moſt pradent Manner, 


nn 


Per 
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ide Benefit of the Public ;, and Miniſters may be pu- 
king led for a Miſapplication of that, as well as any _ 


| belonging to the Public ; ſo that the Power of 
poling of thoſe Prizes is not, even as the Law ſtands at 
nt, altogether diſcretionary, nor is it near ſo arbitrary, 
lome People may perbaps imagine. As our Laws fland 
preſent, the Crown, or rather the Miniſters of the 
donn have, I admit, a diſcretonary Power to apply the 


K 


Fi 


roduce of thoſe Prizes, that may be taken from the 
Services 


emy by his Majefty's Ships 


1 that the See, who oppols this Motion, Sir John 


Aro 1; Geo Services they pleaſe, and in what — 


I. 2739. 


- 


Crown to grant a larger Share of the Prize its ne 


a diſeretionary Power in the Crown, to reward the Gi 
that this Power would be wiſely and jaſfly apph't = 
$0 


of che Ship's Company concerned ſhalt | be deze 
. Grievance of a Prize-Office muft | tilt remain, 


they can. It is now twelve or thirteen Years fihce, 


the whole Produce of fome of them remains 4. 


— ((as)) , 
I thought that the Power they have would a 
for the moſt Part be made ole el, in the moſt«jalf ail 
dent Manner, for the Service of the Public, aus 
only, I ſhoald be loth to take it from them F Finn 
might be of great Service to leave it in the Power off 


Captors, than to others: and ſometimes to grant 4 5 
of: the Prize, even to thoſe who were not im 
concerned in the Capture. I know that ſome f ol 
who have, by a Law, à Title to their Share of #Pal 
may ſometimes behave in ſuch a negligent, or cowl 
Manner, as to deſerve Puniſhment rather than a Ne 
and therefore it would be of Service to the ' Public ws 


according to their ſeveral Deſerts, if it could be ery 


this is not to be expected. This Power wWill, 
like alt other  diferetionzry Powers, be often abifel 
it may be made to ſerve very bad Purpoſes ; theretas! 
am fot putting an End to it, by veſting the Progery 
every Prize in the Captors ; and to this Lam the mor 
clined, becanſe I know, that all the Officers and de 
in the Navy, at leaſt thoſe who have the greateſt 1. en 
woukt chats it. * + "902 IE 
| But ſuppoſe, Sir, his Majefty were to grant the 
or a certain Share of every Prize to the Caprors'by 
clamation ; yet the Inconvenience of a Prize Off 
fill remain; Without an AR of Parliament he dh 
— wy and Scamen to name their own Ap 
e cannot by Proclamation order, that with a 
this Nomination, the Minority of the Officers "coll 
ſhall'be determined by the Majority; ar that tlie 


. 
U 
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the Majority; therefore without an Act of Parl 


—_— 


not be expected that it ſfiouſd he a lefs Sridgliics | yt] 
than it was found to be in che fate Queen's” Tine. 
the Agents are named by Minifters, they are not pang 
to levy exorbitant Fees and Perquiſites gp0n. the ON 


and Seamen concerned, bat they are apt to keep che 


= 
, 


— — 


Produce in their Hands for a long Time, ,of for 


SkuMe with Spain; ant, I believe, ſome of the Prizes WS. .1 
were then taken, are not as yet accounted for :  bais 


Hands of thoſe Agents, that were appointed by the U® 


2 — K . 
. * rar * 
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ich, I am ſure, would not have been the Caſe, if the Anno 13 Geo, 


* 


ea had been appointed by the Officers and Seamen II. 2739. - 

ud 7 This Inconvenience 'therefore muſt till ſubſiſt, unleſs - : 
ne ſuch Bill, as what is now propoſed, be brought in, | . 

now d paſſed into a Law and es this, ſeveral other 

ert kings are intended to be eſtabliſhed by this Bill, which 

in de of great Service in the Proſecution of the preſent 


Var; and which cannot be eſtabliſhed any other Way than 
y an Act of Parliament. The 5 /. per Man, Reward, can 
given no other Way; and in my Opinion, it is abſo- 
tely neceſſary to give it, in order to encourage our Ships 
War to-deſtroy thoſe of the Enemy. Preferment may 
one Motive, but that Motive is not of itſelf ſufficient, 
zen tho' duly and regularly beſtowed, which can hardly 
expected; for true Merit is ſeldom the moſt prevalent 
ile to Preferment, A pecuniary Reward is a Motive 
uch more certain. Money often makes Men do what 
thing elſe can make them do. Without ſuch a Reward, 
is not to be expected that any of our Privateers will at ' 
ck thoſe of the Enemy. That Privateers ſeldom attack 
x another is become almoſt a Proverb in every Nation 
Europe. In King William's War the French and 
paniſh Privateets often met in the Bay of Biſcay. They 
ere upon oppoſite Sides in the War ; but did they ever 
ack one another? No, Sir; when they met, they ſaluted, 
xe good Friends, wiſhed one another a ſucceſsful Trip, 
d went upon their reſpective Buſineſs. No one of them 
er fought another, bat once, that the Captain of a Spaniſh 
nvateer, and the Captain of a French one had a perſonal 
Quarrel at a neutral Port, whereupon they failed out to 
a, and engaged their two Ships in the Quarrel. If we 
ave a Mind therefore to have the Enemy's Privateers de- 
. own by a pecuniary Reward, as 
llas the Hopes of Preferment, to attack them; and this 
an only be done by Act of Parliament. 

' Laſtly, Sir, with regard to the Encouragement intended 
y this Bill to be given to private Adventurers, to attack 
d take ſome of the Dominions belonging to the Enemy: 
his too can only be done by AR of Parliament, His 

jeſty may incorporate them by Charter; but he eannot 
Charter impower them to fail within the Limits of the 
dab: Sea Company's Charter, thoſe Limits being exclu- 
rely eſtabliſhed and ſecured to that Company by Act of 


aliament, Nay, I doubt, if his Majeſty's Commiſſion 

an give our Privateers a Right to fail within the Limits of 

bat Company's Charter, becauſe by Act of Parliament it 
eo . . 

Vor. VI, 8 is 
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Anno ;. Ceo. 1 declared, that every other Perſon, befides thoſe gg 
by the Company, that ſhall frequent or trade tothe * 


*Q 
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lue thereof. In our preſent Circumſtances thereſon, 
new Law is abſolutely neceſſary for powering; ** 
Li . 


we cannot propoſe to make any 


not only be inſiſted on, but agreed to.“ $6" 


Reaſon why we ſhould be now more jealous of the di 
tionary Powers lodged by our Conſtitution in the Cn 


that his preſent Majeſty has ever made an improper ori 
_ prudent U 


.even our People at Home, as well as our Friends 


Rupture ; or they may have granted Policies of Infant 


0 130) 


Seas, ſhall forfeit the Ship and Goods, and double the y 


teers and private Adventurers to fail within 
that Company's Charter; and till ſuch a Law be ga 
great Advantage. of 
War ; for which Reaſon, I hope the preſent Motion 


The Right Hon. Sir Robert Walpole then flood 
and delivered his Sentiments in Subſtance as follows: 
es, a 
« Whatever other Gentlemen may think, I can fee 


than we were heretofore ; for, I am ſure, no Man ea 


ſe of any one of them. The Pre 


xerty of 
Conqueſts made, and all Prizes taken from ne 


has been veſted in the Crown ever ſince we had any 
thing as a Conſtitution, except for a few Years in the 

Queen's Reign; and the War we were then | 
was ſo heavy upon the Nation, that it was prudent and 
ceſſary at that time to encourage, by an eflabliſhed 
public Law, all private Adventurers to diſtreſs the Ene 
in 


by giving them the ſole and abſolute P 
thing they ſhould take ; but I do not think the War 
are now engaged in is yet become ſo heavy as to rende 
neceſſary for us to make an Alteration. in our Conflitas 
for the ſake of carrying it on with the more V 
Beſides, there is a very great Difference between our 
cumſtances now, and our Circumſtances when thoſe 
were made, that are now propoſed to be revived. 1 
War we were then engaged in had been declared andc 
tinued for above three or four Years before thiole 
were made; ſo that, if any of our Friends had chen 
Goods on board the Ships of our Enemies, or had gr 
any Policies of Inſurance upon any of thoſe Ships, 
could pretend no Excuſe, nor had they the leaſt Shades 
an Argument againſt our ſhewing no Regard to tit 
when thoſe Ships fell into our Hands, Whereas the V 
we are now engaged in is but juſt declared, and theres 
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may have valuable Properties on board Spaniſh 5 
which were ſhipped on board before they heard of 


Jo”. 


\ 


. Fs 

; hrge Gums of Money before they had the leaſt Notice Anno 13. Geo. 
our Declaration of War; in which Caſe it would be II. 2739. 

xy hard, and in my unjuſt, to ſhew no Regard WW 
> them, in caſe any of thoſe Ships ſhould fall into our 


ſands. 

« [ admit, Sir, that the Judges of our Courts of Ad- 
inlty could not declare thoſe Goods to be lawſul Prize, 
at ſhould: appear to belong to our Friends, and to have 
en ſhipped on board before the Declaration of War, or 
n after the Declaration of War, but before the Time 
mited by Treaties between them and us ; but if we ſhould 
and peremptorily upon the very Letter of the Law, eſpe- 
ally with regard to thoſe foreign Friends with whom we 
e no ſuch Treaties, it might afford many juſt Cauſes of 
boplaint againſt us; and our Judges could give no Relief 
ary Caſe where the expreſs Letter of the Law is againſt 
Chimants, particularly with regard to Inſurance ; for 
y the Infurance was made perhaps here at London be- 
xe the Declaration of War, the Judge muſt declare the 
hole Ship and Cargo lawful Prize, without the leaſt re- 
| to the Inſurer ; and by this Bill, you will put it out 
the Power of his Majeſty to ſhew any Regard to him, or 
give him any Relief; tho' for his Credit's Sake he 
ald be obliged to pay, even to the Subjects of Spain, the 
m for which he had taken a Premium and granted a 


alicy. | 
from theſe Confiderations, Sir, I think it is evident, 
our Circumſtances are now very different from what 
were, when thoſe Laws were made, which are now 
poſed to be revived ; and that the reviving of them fo 
jon after the Declaration of War may be attended with 
y Inconveniences they could not be ſubject to, when 
t enafted : Beſides, it is yet a Doubt, whether or no it 
il be neceſſary to make ſuch an Alteration in our Con- 
itution, during the preſent War; and, I think, it ought 
ot to be made, unleſs it be found abſolutely neceſſary ; 
caule whatever Exceptions we may be obliged to make 
pon particular Occaſions, I hope, it will always be held 
a general Rule, not to be departed from without Ne- 
ellty, to veſt in the Crown the Property of every Thing 
aken from a public and declared Enemy, and to leave the 
nlpolal or Application of that Property to our Sovereign. 
' I readily grant, Sir, that with reſpect to the Diſpoſal 
x this Property, the Crown is properly but a Truſtee far 
e Public, The whole ought to be applied, in ſome Shape 
ns, to the Service of the Public; and — — 
Wy call to Account, and ought to puni y, any 
ha 4 —_—— 
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Anno 1 Geo, Miniſter that ſhall dare to apply the leaſt Part of l 


H. x 739: 


wiſe. But as there are ſeveral: public Services, to'whichi 
may be uſefully applied, applying the whole, by amel 
bliſhed and unalterable Law, to any one particular dm 
may be both imprudent and unjuſt ; and I muſt think, thi 
thoſe who are entruſted by our Sovereign; with tlie:-Cond 
and Management of our public Affairs, may without 3 
Breach of Modeſly pretend, that they are the bell; ug 
of thoſe public Services, to which this Property dug 


be applied; for they muſt know many Facts, and de 


neral Circumſtances of the Nation with regard bot 


_ our foreign and domeſtic Affairs, much better than ub 


can do; and if they have not ſo much common Senſe, f 
Parliament ought to think of bringing about a Change 


the Adminiſtration, rather than of encroaching 4pon . 


Prerogatives of the Crown. E 447 212" © IH 
here are four public Services at preſent. to which 
Produce of the Prizes taken from the Enemy may be 
perly applied. It may be given to the Captors, in on 
to encourage our People to take as much as they can fi 
the Enemy; or it may be applied for giving Repani 
to our injured Merchants; or it may be applied forum 
ing a Part of the Expence of carrying on the Wr 
order to prevent our being obliged to encroach up 
Sinking Fund, or to load our People with any new or a 
ditional Taxes; or laſtly, it may be applied towards 
ing our public Debts. If we ſhould. have the good La 
to ſeize any very valuable Prizes, I ſhall be ſo free u 
declare, that in my Opinion the Produce of them the 
be divided, and applied in ſonie certain Proportions 
every one of theſe Purpoſes, or at leaſt to the firftithre 


I am, as much as any Gentleman can in Prudence be, ft 


encouraging our Seamen; and therefore when the P 
but of ſmall Value, or not above a certain Value, I ſhould 
for giving the whole to the Captors ; but when the Prin 
of an immenſe Value, as ſome of them may, and 1 by 
will be, I am ſure, if you give the whole to the Seames 
concerned in the Capture, they will be Seamen no mor, 
There is one Ship now expected, Sir, from Buenos Ayres 
which is reckoned worth a Million Sterling: Thie bp 
may happen to be taken by one ſingle Man of War:! 
this ſhould be the Caſe, in my Opinion, any Miniſter tht 
ſhould give the whole of ſuch a Prize to the Captors wo 
deſerve to be impeached by Parliament ; and I muſt think 
it would be a little odd for the Parliament to do by an A8 
of theirs, what they ought, and, I believe, certainly would 
impeach a Miniſter for doing, or adviſing bis — 
| 1 a ̃ 
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would be giving a moſt extravagant Reward to the Annd 1 f. Ge- 
ptors, and doing, I think, an Act of great Injuſtice to II. 1739 
de Nation, and in particular to:the- ſuffering Merchants 
ſuch a Prize ſhould happen to be taken by dne ſingle 

an of War, we might give a ſufficient Reward to the 

ptors, and might reſerve as much as wald go. ſome” 

ogth towards giving full Reparation to our ſuffering. 

ſerchants, or favingi our Land- holders, for one 

ear at leaſt, a Shilling in the Pound Land-Tax: And both 

eſe detts of Men have, I think, ſome Title to our Regard, 

well as our Seamen. Every War muſt fall heavy upon 

ir Land-holders; and therefore, when we are fucceſsful, 

ame Part of what we get by the War ought to be applied 

their Relief: And as. to our fuffering Merchants, I 
x, we are both in Honour and Juſtice bound to make 

ved to them, at leaſt the 95,0007. which was to have 

en paid to them by Spain, in caſe we had not begun 
ollilities againſt that Nation. We have already got ſome 
nfiderable Prizes; and his Majeſty has given his Royal 

ord, that our ſuffering Merchants ſhall be conſidered, 

hen thoſe Prizes come to be diſpoſed of; but I muſt ob. 

we, that if the Bill, which was brought in two Years 

po, had paſſed into a Law, thoſe Merchants could have 

pected no Share of theſe Prizes: And if fuch another 

ll ſhould be paſſed this Seſſion, they can expect no farther 
eparation till the End of che War; and, I think, it would 

dt be altogether juſt to make them wait till the Con. 
uon of a War, which may laſt for ſeveral Vears, with- 

it my Reparation, whilſt many others of our Subjects are 

le rich by the Prizes they take. I muſt likewiſe think, 

would be ſtill more anreaſanable, to make the Repa- . 

tion of our Merchants depend upon the uncertain Event 

a War. By ſo doing; we may encourage our Seamen, - 

it we ſhall very much diſcourage our Merchants; and 

t us conſider, that if we have no Merchants, we can have 

d Trade, and that without Trade we ſhall have but ſew 


* I wiſh, Sir, with all my Heart, we had already met 
ith more Succeſs than we have done; but thoſe Who con- 
ler the many Chances that are againſt us muſt give 
hanks to Providence for the Succeſs we have already met 
th, In ſuch a wide Sea, as that between New and Old 
jam, 'tis a great Chance if our Squadrons meet with 
ly of the Enemy's Ships. And even tho* our Squadrons 
« Sight of them, a dark Night, a Fog, or a contrary 
nd intervening, may prevent their being taken. Be- 
les this, the Enemy may probably ſoon find out how our 
Squadrons 


. 


Frs EYES" SE. 


„ 
& - 
r 
9 
Ll o 
. 


Anno 1 ceo Squadro ns are Rationed, and may by ſending” but 1 
II. 1138. Advice - Boats prevent their rich Ships from coming g 
node Stations ; for ſeveral ſtraggling Advice- Bong 
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more probably meet with a Ship at Sea than can hey 
pected from 4 Squadron, which muſt always keep ch 
gether.” By theſe means their Aſſogue Ships eſcaped 
miral Haddock's Squadron; and yet thoſe Ships would! 
all Probability have fallen into our Hands, as well 
Caracca Ships, if Admiral Vernon had not been detain 
the Channel by contrary Winds, till about the Time of th 
Arrival in Spain. Theſe Conſiderations ſnew, Sir, thay] 
will be a great Chance, if we meet with many rich bim 
during the War; and therefore we ought to make the N 
Ute of thoſe we do meet with. If the diſpoſing of ith 
be left to his Majeſty, I am perſuaded, beſt and 
moſt prudent Uſe will be made of them; but if it 
thought neceſſary to regulate this Matter by a new Lan 
I think, I have ſhewn that it will be no eaſy Matter 
make proper Regulations for this Purpoſe ; and theres 
I hope, Gentlemen will, by poſtponing the Motion, 
Time to conſider of what is moſt proper to be dune? 
Philip Gybbon, Eſq; | n 
81 R, N N 47 . 
© The Objections at firſt made uſe of againſt the prok 
Motion were only upon account of its being too. eath 
becauſe, we were told, ſuch Bills ought to proceed orig 
ly from the Crown; and that therefore we ought to wit 
few Days, in order to give his Majeſty an Opportunity 
ſend us a Meſſage for that Purpoſe. But the Afgume 
made uſe of by the Honourable Gentleman, d 
laſt, ſeem to be levelled againſt the Bill itſelf, abt 
therefore no ſuch Motion onght to be made at th I 
or at any future Time. This indeed I f ed would 
the Turn which the Debate would take at laſt j and the 
fore I foreſaw what, I think, is now evident, that 
poning the Motion would be the ſame with rejecting T* 
Jo veſt the Property of every Thing taken from thet 
my in the Captors by Act of Parliament, and therchy & 
Rroy an Office which has always been a lucrative ang 
Officers employ'd, who are all named by the Crown,mulii 
allowed to be a Diminution of that Power, which is. 
lodg'd in the Crown, and conſequently in the Miniſter & 
the Crown; and I do not think, that our preſent Minna 
have given us any Room to hope, that they will adv 
Majeſty to apply for any ſuch Act of Parliament. To tel 
upon ſuch an Occaſion, that there is no Reaſon for our bei 
Jealous of any of the diſcretionary Powers lodg'd in the C 
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er that bB Majeſty has never made an imp 
if any of , is an Ar een 3 IL 1770. 
#7, ought never ts be made uſe of in this Houſe His 
zjeſty never has made, his Majeſty — by our 
onſtitution, make an impfoper or imprudent Uſe of any, 
f the Prerogatives of — — may, 
1 we may in this Houſe ſay, that 

have. We meet here, Sir, to watch over and pre- 
we the Liberties of the Pe cople, and therefore we ought 
lways to be jealous 4 diſeretionary Power, be it 
odged where it will: We ought to admit of none ſuch, 
ut thoſe that are abſolutely neceſſary for the Adminiſtration 
f our Government, and the Preſervation of our Confti- 


a TT DE Con he 
Jill now pro 1s that it 
found to be a Grievance in the hf War: and 
ertainly be found to be one in this. Bills in 3 
re often deſigned to prevent Grievances that are foreſeen, 
z well as to remedy Grievances that have been felt; and, 
am ſure, he muſt be very little acquainted with the 
iſtory of the laſt War, or the Naw of 

Joes not foreſee the Grievances which this Bill is 

o prevent. The Fries Oflce —— 
a moſt intolerable Grievance upon the Officers and Sea- 
aura fs and the Backwatdneſs that was ſhewn 
our Privateers, and even by our public Ships of War, 
þ atack thoſe of the Enemy, was then found to be a 
rievance of very pernicious Conſequence to our Trade. 
Theſe were Grievances that did not proceed from the Na- 
of the War we were then engaged in : They proceed- 
d from the Nature of Mankind ; and will therefore be 
fond to be Grievances in every War we can be engaged 
1, unleſs the ſame Methods be taken for preventing them, 
lat were then taken for removing them. In public Of- 
ices, the Officers will extort Fees and Perquiſites — 
loſe that are obliged to have recourſe to that Office, and 

ill detain in their own Hands the Money that 2 
* their Office, as long as they can, in ſpite of all 

ke Care that aan be taken to prevent it; therefore no ſuch 
ſhould ever be eſtabliſhed or kept up, if the public 
| pane" on without it. The public Service 
wy be a Motive with ſome Men for attacking the Enemy's 
'rinateers ; but the Public is y beſt ſerved, when 
en know that they ſerve themſelves by ſerving the Pub- 
ic ; and therefore, Care ſhould be taken to join theſe two 
henices together in every Caſe where it is poſlible, Thus 


Uſe Anno x 3,6eo. 
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Anno 13.660. we may ſee, that both the-Grievances that werOfch 


\ well as theyy 
in that. What then ſhould. hinder us from taking 


effectual, and to be attended with no Tnconvenience ; 


becauſe in Time of War, the more abſolute a Governny 


deavoured to recommend themſelves to our County | 


the Land-holders. But they ſcorned to amuſe any Set 
Men in the Kingdom with ſuch frivolous and ſhallow! 


might have been put to a much greater Expence, . 


People, what ſhould be applied to the Encouragement 


_ endure but for one Year, longer than it would hen 
have done, the People will always find themſelves I 


Danger the Nation may be expoſed to by a languid f. 
ſecution of the War, and the Loſs our Trade "muſt un 


proceed from what it will, we ought to endeavour 9 
move it. To aſſure them, by AR of Parliament, of 
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laſt War proceeded. from the Nature of Mankind. 
conſequently muſt be felt, in this War as well 


ſame Methods now to prevent them that were then tl 
to remedy them? Thoſe Methods were then found 0 


therefore it may, with much more Propriety, be 
what ſhould make us now more ſhy of aboliſhing ay 
the: diſcretionary Powers of the Crown, than we wen 
that Time? The Heavineſs of that War, Sir, mighty 
been made uſe of as an Argument for being eau 
diminiſhing any of the diſcretionary Powers of the Cu 


is, the more vigorouſly, and the more expo it 
exert its Strength; but thoſe, we had the good Lack 
have at that Time in our Adminiſtration, judged bety 
They were not ſo fond of diſcretionary Powers as tog 
poſe any Diminution, they ſaw would contribute ton 
encouraging our Seamen to execute their Orders with 
gour and Alacrity. The Burden of the War, I ſay, $ 
might have then been inſiſted on more properly than: 
and our Miniſters might then, as well as now, have & 


tors by an affected Compaſſion for the Burdens thrown ij 


tences. If they had, I am ſure, we ſhould have ac 
no ſuch Glory as we did by that War, and the Nat 


ing much longer engaged in it; for the more vigorouly 
War is proſecuted, the ſooner it will be brought to a 
cluſion ; and if; by applying to the preſent: Eaſe of 


thoſe employ'd in proſecuting the War, we ſhould ma 


by the Favour pretended to be done them, beſides | 


by not putting ſo ſpeedy an End to it as we might l 
e.. . 

It is certain it is acknowledged, even by thoſe n 
oppoſe. this Motion, that our Seamen at de 
an Averſion to his Majelty's Service. Let that Ave 
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, free them from the Plague of dancing Attendance 
rough an Office for the Recovery and Diſtribution of that 
zoperty, will certainly contribute in Tome meaſure to re- 
zove that Averſion z and in framing the Bill, perhaps, 
me new and additional Means may be thought of; there- 
re, I am aſtoniſhed to hear a Motion for ſuch a Bill op- 
led by thoſe, who complain ſo much of a Want of Sea- 
gen for his Majeſty's Ships of War. But I am till more 
toniſhed to hear them oppoſe it upon a Pretence, that no 
ch Bill ought to be brought in without a previous Meſ- 
ge from the Crown for that Purpoſe. What a danger- 

Doctrine this is, every Gentleman muſt be ſenſible of, 
at conſiders the Nature of the Bill. It is a Bill for al- 
ring, nay for aboliſhing one of the Prerogatives of the 
town; and ſhall it be admitted in this Houſe as a Maxim, 
at we can make no Alteration with regard to any of the 
erogatives of the Crown, unleſs we have Leave to do ſo, 
y a previous Meſſage from the Crown ? I hope no Gen- 
man will inſiſt upon the Neceflity of our having any 
ch Leave. I hope it will be unanimouſly admitted, that 
| the Prerogatives of the Crown are under the Cogni- 
nce of Parliament, and that any one of them may be al- 
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hen the public Service, or the Safety of our Conſtitation 
quires it. Sir, if I were againſt the Bill, I ſhould be for 


is has been made uſe of as an Argument againſt our 
preeing to it; for I ſhould be afraid, leſt a ſeeming Ap- 
obation of ſuch an Argument ſhould be afterwards made 
of as a Precedent for eſtabliſhing ſuch a Maxim. But 
Lam for the Bill, I have a two-fold Reaſon for agree - 
g to the Motion; and as I think it neceſſary in our pre- 
it Circumſtances to bring in the Bill as ſoon as poſſible, 
ſhall be againſt poſtponing the Motion upon any Pretence 
atſoever : For if there be ſuch Difficulties as have been 
preſented, in framing a proper Bill for the Purpoſes in- 
nded, thoſe Difficulties can be no way augmented by an 
Preer for bringing it in. Such an Order will awaken the 
tention of & Nation, and may probably bring in Aſ- 
ice from thoſe without Doors, which we cannot ex- 
& till we have once ordered the Bill to be brought in; 
ad the ſooner it is ordered to be brought in, and Perſons 
pointed for that Purpoſe, the ſooner thoſe Difficulties will 
got over; for till then, the ſolving of thoſe Difficulties 
lay be ſaid to be every Man's Buſineſs, and we all know, 


You, VI, „ 


red, reſtrained, or quite aboliſhed by Act of Parliament, 


e Motion, if it were for no other Reaſon, but becauſe 


jat what is Everybody's Buſineſs is Nobody's Pony 


roperty of every Thing they take from the Enemy, and Addis. 
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Anno ;. Geo. I cannot, indeed, fee any of the Difficulties the Hoibunty 
II. 4739. Gentleman luggeſied : We have a Plan before us in d 
. done laft War. Beſides, the whole Aﬀair was ful 
confidered, and a Bill actually framed and brought inte d 
Houſe, two Years ago: I wiſh that Bill had been d 
paſſed into a Law: If it had, we might not now have bay 
at War. At leaft, we ſhould have found leſs Difficulty f 
getting Seamen to man our Fleet at the firſt breakipy u 
of the War; and I cannot yet find out, that our paſſuy 4 
at that Time would have been attended with any Tac 
venience. * 2 
I am ſurprized, Sir, to hear the Honourable Geady 
man ay, that if the Bill had been then paſfed into u Li 
| our ſuffering Merchants could have expected no Share & 
the Prizes we have already taken. Surely he cannot 
get, that the Bill was not to take EffeQ till ſeveral Wet 
after his Majeſty's Declaration of War; therefore, it cu 
no way relate to any of the Prizes already taken, er 
any we ſhall take for ſome time to come, But fardh, 4 
Share in thoſe Prizes would have been of ſmall Account 
Compariſon of the Advantage which the Nation 
have gained by our paſſing that Bill, or the ta 
which the Merchants themfelves might have made, by 
ſociating to fit out Privateers, or make Conqueſts by 
Majeſty's Ships of War. For this Reafon, Sir, neithert 
— Honourable Gentleman, nor his Friends, can now hae 
Reaſon to exult in their having then thrown out that Bl 
and if they now throw it out a ſecond Time, I bel 
they N find themſelves very much diſappointed, if they 
pect Thanks for fo doing from our fuffering 
from Sett of Men in the Kingdom,” | 
William Pultney, Eſq; 
Sin, 
Sh As I did not expect an Oppoſition to my M 
a at firſt, avoided taking our Time hed fa 
Y, Elq; 3 x. © pq | 
Thing in its Favour ; but now it has been oppoſed by 
_ eng gy 1 by Gentlemen of ſuch Weight, 
ope indulged the Liberty of giving youl 
Reaſons for fray. ye ger. "Nc CB | 
other Gentlemen have done me the Favour to ſa by 
of Anſwer to the Objections made againſt it. X 
II freely own, Sir, that if I had not made this Mot 
I ſhould have been mighty eaſy about delaying it fora® 
Days: I ſhould have moſt readily agreed to fuch a B 
if. it had been for no other Reaſon but to oblige thole 0 
tlemen near me, who have always ſeemed of Den 
with regard to every Meafure that had the Face of Vr 
I 4 - 


. 


] 


! 


* 


"1 = — = =_ 2 my = 
CE NT ͤ ö̈iÄ ' — — , 
9 by 
* ö 5 
* 


(1399 
dat as they have reſolved upon, and actually declared War, Anno 1 3.Geo- 
Face I laft had the Honour to meet them in this Houſe ; II. 273p- 
x preſumed, they had altered their Affections, and that | 
they would now be fond of every Meaſure that might 
tribute towards a vigorous Proſecution of that War, 
they had at laſt agreed to declare. If I had but ſuſpected 

hat it was otherwiſe; or, if they had any Way ſigvified 

heir Defire to me, before I made my Motion, I ſhould 

have waved it for a few Days; but now it is made, I can- 

ot part with it; becauſe, as an Honourable Gentleman has 

Iready obſerved in this Debate, the poſtponing of it, af- 

er it has been par V. will adn pre on without 

Doors, as putting a Negative upon it ; this in our pre- 

Gn may be attended with moſt terrible Con- 

quences. 

« If the Motion be popular, Sir, I am glad to hear it: 

It b, in m Oplnies, a very ſtrong Proof of its being 

icht; 14 not make it with any View of Popularity, 

nd ould have been glad to have fhared the Popularity 

f it with the Honourable Gentleman near me, and with 

ery Member of this Houſe; which would have been * 
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n he Cafe, if it had not been 1 It will ſtill in ſome 
| F nezfore be the Caſe, if it happens to be agreed to; be- 
+ by Wc will then de the Act of the Houſe, and every 
(.der will have 4 Share of that e which may 
ither GS. :cquired by it. But I muſt think the Conduct of ſome 
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entlemen, who generally agree in Opinion, very ſingular 
pon this Occafion. Some of them ſay, the Bill I have 
propoſed is fo right and fo popular a Meaſure, that we ought 
0 allow the Crown to have the Credit of propoſing it; 
hilt others riſe up and tell us, that it is quite wrong, 
tat it would be an unneceſſary and dangerous Incroach- 
nent upon the Prerogatives of the Crown, and that it 
ould be doing an Injuftice to our ſuffering Merchants, to 

par Land-holders, and to the People in general. 
* Theſe two Methods of arguing, I profeſs, Sir, I do not 
now how to reconcile. If we ſhoald reſolve to ne 
be Motion, and wait for a Meſſage from the Crown, I 
n afraid, it would occafion a Divifion in his Majeſty's 
ouncils ; and therefore, to preferve the uſual Unanimity 
dere, I believe it will be the beſt Way for us, nat to wait 
ſuch a Meſſage, but to enter immediately into the Me- WW 
s of what I have propoſed, and if it be right, agree to 
For this end, I fhall lay before you the Reaſons that 
aced me to make this Motion, and anſwer ſome of the 
YjeRions that have been made to it. In the late War, 
Ir, | mean that in the late Queen's Time, we had ſo great 
= Succels, 


* * 


Anno 2 3.Geo. Surceſs, and gained ſo much Glory, that I thought * 
II. 2739 beſt Thing we could do in the preſent War would be u 
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W confider our Conduct in that War, in order to make ir; Wn: 


Rule for our Conduct in this. With this View, Sir, anc 
ſoon as I thought that a War with Spain was become wii: « 
avoidable, which was above two Years ago, I began to n. 
collect the ſeveral Steps that had been taken for carrying 
on the late War. One of the Supports we had in Min 
War, I mean a powerful Alliar c: upon the Continent, | 
foreſaw, we could hardly expect in this, and that thereſay 
it would be neceſſary for us to make the beſt Uſe of oy 
own Strength. Among the other Methods taken in the nt 
War for exerting our own Strength, I obſerved, that ty 
Laws had been made for encouraging our Seamen to d 
their Duty; and for encouraging private Men to join 9 
gether in Societies for attacking and making Conquel 
upon the Enemy. As theſe Laws were made to conting 
only during that War, I thought it would be neceſlary » 
revive them in caſe of a new War with Spain; and i 
this Purpoſe I did, with the Aſſiſtance of ſome other Ge 
tlemen, bring in a Bill two Years ago. The Bill was the 
rejected, becauſe we were not come to an actual Rupturz 
but that Objection being now removed, I thought it in 
cumbent upon me to offer my Bill again to the Houle 
and for this Purpoſe I made you the Motion now unde 
your Conſideration. _m—_ 

* To encourage our Seamen to do their Duty, and 
encourage even private Men at their own Expence tot 
| tack and diſtreſs the Enemy, muſt neceſſarily contribui 
greatly to a vigorous Proſecution of the War; and if 8 
be vigorouſly proſecuted, it cannot be of long Duma 
Sir, as the Affairs of Europe are at preſent circumſlance an 
our very Being depends upon bringing this War to a ſpei e 
Concluſion. There is a Spirit of late Years raiſed in ere 
Nation of Europe for improving their Trade, Navigas 
and Manufactures. All the Powers of Europe, except 
Spain and us, are now at Peace amongſt themſelves : Ou 
two great Rivals in Trade, the Dutck and French, are 8” 
Tes. Tranquillity. What then will become of our In 

by a languid Proſecution of the War, we allow it toi 
interrupted for ſeveral Years by Privateers under Span 
Colours, whilſt our Rivals in Trade are carrying on the 
without any Diſturbance? By the Difference of Frei 
and Inſurance, they will be enabled to underſell us, and 
a few Years to turn us out of every Market in the know 
World. Thus our Trade muſt be undone, unleſs by 3 
gorous Proſecution we bring Spain to a ſpeedy 79 


S C1 
in has no Trade to loſe: She has no Trade to be in- Anno x 3.Geo. 
;upted, but that between one Part of her own Domi- II. 3939. + 

ns and another; and this Trade 1 5s ſuſpended, but. | 

\not be loſt by the Interruption. Spaniards there- 
e can loſe nothing by the Continuance of the War, but 

at we take from them; whereas We may be undone by 

long Continuance, even tho' we ſhould be ſucceſ; 
aint the Enemy. It is therefore our Buſineſs to 
ry Method that can be thought of for bringing the 
ar to a ſpeedy, as well as honourable Concluſion ; and 
the mean Time, to take as much Care as le to pre+ 


nt our 1 rade's being interrupted by the Enemy's Priva- 


1 | 1 3 | 
Nothing can be more effeQual for preventing the Inter · 
tion of our Trade, than to 3 Seamen by a pe- 
ary Reward, to be diligent in looking out for, and alert 
attacking the Enemy's Privateers, wherever they can be 
t with; and as the Enemy muſt have their Treaſure 
pught from the Weſt-Indies to Spain in ſtraggling Ships, 
r they cannot haye it in Fleets or Squadrons) one of the 
t Ways we can take for diſtreſſing them, and thereby 
ppelling them to agree to reaſpnable Terms, will be 
intercept and take as many of theſe Ships as we can. 
hat can be more effectual for encouraging our Seamen to 
diligent in cruizing, and looking out for theſe Ships, 
an that of aſſuring them, by AR of Parliament, that all 
take ſhall be their own ? 
But, Sir, as this will not of itſelf be effectual enough 
forcing Spain to a ſpeedy Compliance; and as it is in- 
nent upon us to think of gaining ſome national Advan- 
pe by the War, in order to compenſate the great Ex- 
cel Ence the Nation muſt be put to in carrying it on; and 
ſpeedy dreover, as no ſuch Advantage can be gained, but by at- 
1 eve king and poſſefling ourſelves of ſome of the Spaniſh 
Jr ttlements in America; we ought to think betimes of 
ere ring ſuch Projects into Execution. I do not ſay, that 
» On ought to think of conquering and holding the whole 
nim America; but if we ſhould take Poſſeſſion of the 
Tu ole, or greateſt Part, which, I believe, is far from being 
it to WP Poſſible, we might pretend to hold it till the Court of 
Spann agreed to give us Satisfaction for all paſt Injuries, 
n el 
F 


d Security againſt all future. Nay, we ought to inſiſt 
pon keeping Poſſeſſion of ſome Parts of the Weſt-Indies, 
d upon having the abſolute Property of them yielded 

ons, not only as a Compenſation for the Expence we have 
y 2 een and may be at, but as a Security for our Trade in 
| ne to come, As long as we keep to a naval War only, 
Span | 22 © the 


Anno 13. Geo. the Spaniards can be no 18 Sufferers by it: 
II. 2739 trary, I believe, they wi 
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always he Gale. Dy 


what Care we will, But os | ſhould once aus thaw 
of the _—_—— or 4 Part of their Poſſeſlictis iy 4 
rica, en immediately ſubmit to any Toy 
we — * in order to have dr Poſſeſſion reflin 
I am forry to find that no Meaſares were epcenel | 
this Purpoſe, before we Hoſtilities againft 1 
for by the Execution of Meaſures we phy i 
Policy to have opened the War. It is by then ort 
alone we can force them to a ſpeedy and hotaurheng 
It is by theſe Means alone, we can procure any Neu 
for our Trade in Time to come ; and it is by theſe Mai 
alone, we can propoſe to get any Compenſation far Gap ur 
pence we muſt be at in the Profecution of the 
If this be the Caſe, Sir, and that it is, muſt, 10 
appear evident to every Gentleman that conſiders tes 0 
cumſtances of the two Nations, ought we not to e 
private Men to affift the Public by endeavouring Page Ul 
Conqueſis upon the Spaniards in America? Weald 'T a 
be of great Service to any public Expedition We 1 
dertake, to have a Sett of private Adventurers att 1 
the Enemy in one Place, whilft his Majeſty's 
and Armies were attacking them in on 
this ſhew the Expediency sf reviving that Law which x 
made in the late Queer? s Time, for encouraging 
Adventurers to attack and make Conquefts 1 
my in the Weſt- Indies? It had then as Bed, tos 
People that had Money made fo much by turnit 2 
public Funds, that no Man then x” 2 of bo Rn 
to any other Uſe; but as that Trade is 10, Nhat 
not near ſo gainful as it was then, if this Law ber 
the War proſecuted with Vigoar by the Pablic, and « 
Councils directed by thoſe upon whom the People na 0 
— I am convinced, the Law wilt now ha 
der Effect. We have all the Reaſon in the 
expect, that private Adventurers will unite far guns op 
22 upon the Enemy, if they be convinced, 
rious in carrying on the vor and that after t 
been at a great Expence, they ſhall not be prevents 
their Attempts by an — te Sufpenfion of F Arm 
their Conqueſts facrificed by a diſhonourable 'Conventive, 
We may remember, Sir, that ſoon after the he Ren * 
lation there was a Corporation eſtabliſned in the Nort 
Part of this Ifland, for making a Settlement in x Part 
America, which the Spaniards pretend to belong to d 
tho they never had, nor have now, the leaft Right of 1 
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m the Natives to whom © UNIT) and, I believe, 
ey would have kept Poſſeſſion in ſpite of the i 
4 very prepoſterous Sort of Jealouſy and Envy had not 
chat Time poſſeſſed us in this Part of the Kingdom, 
hilſt the two Crowns were diſunited, I do not wonder 
at there was a mutual Jealouſy between the Southern and 
orthern Parts of this Iſland; but after the two Crowns 
ne to be united, I cannot comprehend, how a Diſunion 
xd Jealouſy ſtill ſubſiſted between the two Nations. Two 
ations inhabiting the ſame Spot of Earth, and that Spot 
tink and ſeparated from all other Parts of the Earth, 
abt ſarely to have united, and to have removed all Sorts 
ealoufy, as ſoon as poſſible ; that the Northern Part 
int not be left as an Inlet for an Invaſion upon the 
uthern; and yet, I do not know how that Jealouſy re- 
zined for ſome Time after the Revolution, and was the 
uſe of defeating that Project, which would now have 
en of great AE to the whole Iſland. If the Bill 
have propoſed ſhould paſs into a Law, that Society may 
Nin revive, and may be encouraged to take Poſſeſſion of 
hat belongs to them. I am convinced, they would now 
— aſſiſted by the People in this Part of the 
nd ; and, I hope, our Government would likewiſe give 
em all proper Encouragement and Aſſiſtance. 
From what I have ſaid, Sir, I hope it a , that 


atly towards a vigorous Proſecution of the preſent War, 
d conſequently towards procuring us a ſpeedy, an ho- 
durable, and an advantageous Peace. This was the Rea- 
| that induced me to move for its being brought in; 
d my Reaſon for making this Motion ſo early, proceed- 
| from the t Diſtreſs we are in for want of Seamen, 
id the Unwillingneſs they generally ſhew to enter into his 
ajeſty's Service, That we are in a very great Diſtreſs 
dr want of Seamen, will not, I believe, be denied even b 
loſe who have the Honour to be employ'd in our Ad- 
uniſtration ; for they would not ſurely have put ſuch a 
top to our Trade by Preſſing and Embargoes, if a ſuf- 
nt Supply for his Majeſty's Navy could have been got 
any other Means. This Diſtreſs, Sir, I think it no very 
ficult Matter to account for. Our Seamen have for 
iele twenty Years been not only neglected, but ill-treated. 
ley have been upon every Occaſion, and often without 
Kcalion, preſſed and hawled like Slaves on board our 
len of War, without allowing them ſo much as the Li- 


tion did accordingly make their defign Anno 1 3.646; 
ht det laving ty fair Purchaſe gota Title 3 739- 


* 


WWW 


e Bill I have propoſed to be brought in muſt contribute 
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, nn 1 3.Geo. berty of chafing which Captain they would ſerwe m 
1 1735 They have — diſcouraged from entering into his E 
je Service by ſending them upon Expeditions with 
Inſtructions, as ſometimes expoſed them to great [ 
gers and Hardſhips, and at all times diſabled them fy 
ining either Riches or Renown. They have been 
iſmiſled, before their Wages would anſwer the Ch 
fitting themſelves out; and they have been diſmi 
Ports, from whence they had many Miles to travel 
Foot, perhaps without a Penny in their Pocket, before on 
could come at any Place where they could expect to 
into the Merchant-Service, or into any other Dua 
Theſe, and many other Hardſhips put upon them, d 
ſome into foreign Service, made others leave the Sea, 
betake themſelves to ſome Employment at Land, and 
couraged all in general from breeding themſeves or t 
Children to the Sea Service. By theſe Means, our nam 
Stock of Seamen, if I may ſo expreſs myſelf, hu 
greatly diminiſhed; and thoſe that remain, have been ma 
to conceive ſuch a Diſtaſte of his Majeſty's Service, 
we find, they oſten run the Riſk even of Death itſelf mt 
than be forced into that Service, 1 
From theſe Cauſes, Sir, our preſent Diſtreſs for 
of Seamen proceeds ; and as I think the. Bill intended 
this Motion will be a great. Encouragement to Seamien, 
likewiſe to Landmen, to enter into his Majeſty's Sea. Sen 
I reſolved to move as ſoon as poflible for its being broy 
in, becauſe I was, and am ſtill convinced, that the 
Motion for bringing in ſuch a Bill, if it be agreed die 
will contribute not a little towards removing our pre | 
Diſtreſs 3 but if it ſhould be either refuſed or 
fhall be extremely ſorry for having made it, It will Gy 
ſpirit thoſe Seamen that are already in the Service; it 
revent our Seamen that are Abroad from having 
houghts of returning Home; and it may probably g 
ſome of thoſe that are now at Home fly into foreign, { 
they may not be preſſed into his Majeſty's Service. | 
* Having thus, Sir, laid before you ſome of thec 
Reaſons that induced me to make this Motion, and 
make it ſo early, I ſhall next take Notice of ſome \ 
XRions that have been made againſt it; and I mult n, 
= | was a little ſurprized at the firſt that was made. A 
4 was conſcious of the Innocence of my Intentions, Ic 
not but be ſurprized at my being accuſed of ſhewing 3 
of Diſreſpect to the Crown, by moving for {ach 41 
without a previous Meſſage ſrom the Crown for that 
poſe. I am no Miniker, Sir; 1 have no Share in )! 
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now what may be agreeable to the Crown 3 but TY! | 


oled, that a Bill for promoting the Service of the Crown 
.u1d not but be agreeable to the Crown; and 1 could not 

e, that in ſuch a Caſe it was neceſſary to wait for a 
ſefage ; eſpecially when I conſidered, that Bills of the 
me Nature had before been brought in and into 
ws, without any previous Meſſage from the Crown. 
ay, the very Bill now intended was brought in two 
ears ago without any ſuch Meſſage, and not the leaſt 
ompla int made againſt it on that Account. The offering 
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B ch a Bill at that Time, might perhaps by ſome be thought 
m, d mature; but now it muſt be agreeable to every one 
Yea, ho wiſhes to ſee the preſent War vigorouſly proſecuted, 
and 4 honourably and ſpeedily concluded; and for this Rea- 
or f „ I am fure, it will be agreeable to bis Majeſly, if the 


tention of the Bill be honeſtly and fairly repreſented to 
im, Whatever it may be to ſome of thoſe who have a 
uch more free Acceſs to him than I have. 

« $0 much I thought myſelf obliged to ſay, Sir, in wy 
pn Vindication; and as this ObjeQtion has already been 
wn to be nothing but a Pretence, I have no Occaſion, I 
ink, to take any farther Notice of it. The other Ob- 
dions are of a different Nature: They are ObjeRions 
gainſt the Bill itſelf, as well as againſt the Motion ; and 
chiefly inſiſted on by the Honourable Gentleman that 
poke laſt on the other Side of the Queſtion, Thoſe that 
oke before him, infiſted principally upon the Unſeaſon- 
dleneſs of the Motion; but he threw aſide all Diſguiſe, 
dd directed his whole Artillery againſt the Bill itſelf ; 
id therefore, | muſt add à little to what has been ex- 
emely well ſaid by my worthy Friend that ſpoke laſt, by 
y of Anſwer to his Objections. 

The Honourable Gentleman endeavoured, Sir, to ſhew 
Difference between our preſent Circumſtances, and the. 
ircumſtances we were in, when ſuch a Bill as this was 
lled in the late Queen's Time. Does he. think, that if 
ie Grievances which were afterwards felt, had been fore- 
at the Beginning of that War, thoſe Bills would not 
re been brought in and paſſed the very next Seſſion 
ter that War broke out? The Inconveniences he has 
zentioned, would not, I am ſure, have been thought of 
ly Weight by that Adminiſtration, whatever they may be 
thi. The Difficulty about Goods put on. board an 
nemy's Ship before the Declaration of War, or withio the 
me limited by Treaties, has already been fully zuſwered ; 
Vor. VI. | U and 
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is Majeſty's Councils, and therefore. I cannot certainly Anno 13, 
ountry Gentleman a Member of this Houſe, I fup- \ WV Vo. 
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iſh Ships, upon which any Inſurance was made by 


© figned Ports, If the Inſurance was made fince that Tine 
the Inſurer ought to ſuffer ; becauſe it was then eie 
chat there would be a Breach between Us and Spain: 
in order to remove this Difficulty, and to gain the 
nourable Gentleman's Approbation of what I 5 
which I believe is extremely neceſſary for ſecuring" 
ceſs, I ſhall be ready to agree, that the Bill ſhall noe d 
mence or begin to take Effect, till ſo many Were 
Europe, and ſo many Months in America after his N 
jelty's Declaration of War, as are ſtipulated by Treas 
berween us and any of our Friends, or Allies. 
As for our Merchants, Sir, that fuffered by the Span 
Depredations in time of Peace, I wiſh we bad ſhewu 
per Compaſſion for them ſeveral Years ago: If we þ 
I am ſure they would not have ſuffered fo much; al 
they might probably have got full Satisfaction before tl 
Time. But when we are thinking of wer No 
for thoſe that have ſuffered by our peaceable Mealares, 
ought to think of ſhewing Compaſſion for our Meri 
and Trade jn general, which muſt ſuffer and may be 
done by a long Continuance of the War. If us do thi 
wie ſhall think of nothing but of putting a ſpeedy and 
nourable End to the War. This ought to be our prince 
Aim; and if we allow ourſelves to be diverted from th 
by a Regard for any Thing elſe, we may probab 
ourſelves diſappointed of both, which, in the end, wile 
much greater Loſs even to our ſuffering Merchants, ty 
the Advantage they can reap by having a Share of 
Prizes as may be taken during the War. Andas wal 
Land-holders, or any other Set of Men in the King 
that may be relieved by applying a Part of the F. 
wards defraying the Expence of the War. If the | 
Gentleman has a real Concern for their. Relief, and for 
lieving them in ſuch a Way as may not interru 
ſecution of the War, he ſhould agree to this Billa beams 
it may be the Cauſe of the War's being carried on P incipaly 
at the Expence of private Men. It is remarked by 
Hiftorians, as a Piece of good Conduct in Queen Elmbea 
that ſhe often got her War againſt Spain carried on a! 
Expence of private Adventurers, who did infinite Mac 
to the Enemy, without putting that wiſe Queen to 
other Expence, than that of lending them a few «f 
Ships of War. But I queſtion much if this Example 
be followed in the preſent War; for ſome People 1 


: 
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n n 
pl of touching public Money, that they ave, I believe, Ane 
Faid leſt any oney ſhould now be ve. Fay e Pro- IL e. 


x82 | 80 | 
I belleve, no Man will doubt of my rejoicing in the 
zucceſs we have already had in the War; but I myſt ob- 
rve, Sir, that if it had been begun, as it was either in 
Ween Elizabeth's, or Oliver Cromwell's Time, l Suc- 
b might probably have been much greater, We might 
ye bo by this Time in Poſſeſſion of ſome of the Rae. 
ys Provinces, as well as ſome of their Ships; and if 
oper Care had been taken, I am ſure, they could not 
ve been in Poſſeſhon of ſo many of our Merchant Ships 
s they are; for, notwithſtanding the Succeſs we have h#1, 
believe, they are pretty equal with us upon the Balance, 
F leaſt in the Seas of Europe, whatever they may be in 
joſe of America; for as that Part of the World is not ſo 
nmediately under the Influence of our domeſtic Councils, 
do not know but that the War may be carried on there 
ith a little more Vigour. But whatever Prizes we may 
eet with, either in the Seas of Europe or America, I am 
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be or giving the whole to the Captors, let it be of wt Va- 
%. will. Whoever has it, it will be ſo much taken from 
ud e Enemy, and added to the Wealth of this Nation ; for 
* hatever belongs to private Men, belongs to, and may be 
1 koned a Part of the public Stock of the Nation. If it 
ly WS {vided among our Seamen, it will ſoon circulate, and if 
ule derade, may contribute to reduce the Intereſt of Mo- 
71 . which will be an Advantage to our Trade in ral. 


d to every private Man in particular, except Uſur 

d Pawn brokers. Suppoſe ſome of our Seamen ſhou 

a rich Prize get great Fortunes, and ſhould take ſuch 
re of what they get, (which is ſeldom the Caſe) as to 
rent their going to Sea any more: Inſtead of dimi- 
ſhing, it would increaſe our Number of Seamen; for if 
ſhould loſe 2 or 300 Seamen by fuch a lucky Accident, 
eir good Fortune would ſend 10,000 to Sea in their 
dom; ſo that the Nation can no way ſuffer by giving 
e whole of every Prize to the Captors, and it will con- 
bute a great deal towards a vigorous Proſecution of the 


dk Us ſar. | 
However, Sir, as I am willing to gain at any reaſon. 


to de Rate the Honourable Gentleman's Approbation to a 
of ill, which I think ſo neceſſary in our preſent Circum. 
ple ances, if he thinks it too much to give the whole of a 


alleon or Regiſter Ship to the Captors, we may eaſily 
ad againſt this Inconvenience by excepting ſuch Ships 
; 2 out 


Anno 13, Geo gut of the Bill, which I ſhall, for the ſake of haviog bis 
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Concurrence, agree to; tho? I think it not quite fo right 
becauſe I am afraid, it may be the Cauſe of ſome of thok 
Ships eſcaping, when they might otherwiſe fall into oh 
Hands ; which will be a double. Loſs to us, by Preventing 
our adding to our own Wealth, and by adding to the 
Wealth of our Enemies, whereby they will be enabled u 
continue the War longer, or to proſecute it with mor 
Vigour againſt us. 3 "7; 

« I ſhall readily grant, Sir, that, notwithſtanding the be 
Meaſure we ean concert, and the utmoſt Care we tan take, 
many of the Enemy's Ships may eſcape us by various As 
cidents at Sea; but this, in my Opinion, ought to be a 
Argument for our giving the greater Encouragement to an 
Ships of War to be diligent in cruizing, and watchful is 
looking out for them; and therefore, I think, our girig 
the whole of every Prize as an Encouragement to the 
Captors, is the beſt Uſe that can be made of thoſe Prax 
we may have the good Luck to meet with. To th! 
muſt add, Sir, rhat this Uncertainty of meeting with ther 
Ships at Sea ought likewiſe to be an Argument for our g. 
ſolving to attack them at Land, as well as Sea; and thy 
therefore, in order to ſave the public Expence as much x 
poſſible, we ought to encourage private Adventurers to ut: 
rack and make Conqueſts upon them at Land. 80 tl 
this Uncertainty, inſtead of being an Argument agaul 
the Bill, is in every reſpect an Argument in its Favour. 

Thus, Sir, I hope, I have fully anſwered every Ob- 
jection againſt the Bill, that was not before ſufficiently w 
moved: I hope, I have ſhewn, that the Objections are ſod 
as do not in the leaſt affect the Motion, becauſe they may 
be effectually removed by proper Clauſes and Exprefion 
in the Bill; and therefore, if a Negative ſhould be pat 
upon this Motion, I ſhall look upon it, I believe moſt Me 
will look upon it, as a moſt terrible Omen with reſpedt u 
our future Conduct in this juſt and neceſſary War, To wot 
People without Doors it will be a Confirmation of wiit 
his Majeſty has been pleaſed to tell us in his Speech fron 
the Throne. They will from thence conclude, that bu 
Majeſty has ſecret Enemies, not only at Home, but in bv 
own Councils ; and I wiſh the Obſtinacy of Spain, and the 
Conduct ſhe has of late Years dared to hold towards u, 
may not be more owing to this, than to thoſe, Diviſions al 
Animoſities that ſubſiſted amongſt us before the War broke 
out; for as thoſe Diviſions and Animoſities were entire!f 
owing to ſome of our People's ſhewing too great a Fort 
gels tor Peace, the could from thence expect no * 


hs 
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ber a Declaration of War, unleſs ſhe bad Reaſon to believe-Anno 335 des 
u thoſs very People would betray us into an im prudent, II. 3 
N and JeſtruRive Method of proſecuting the 4 
. in order to juſtify, by our Misfortunes and Want of 
xccs in War, the Fondneſy they had before ſhewn for an 
mous and ruinous Peace. 3 
November 26. This * Bill being read a firſt time, Horatio Debate on the 
Valpole, Eſq; ſpoke as follows: | D he _—_— 
Six, | | : 
I ſhall very readily own, that it may be neceſſary to Horatio Wal- 
os a Bill of this kind at the preſent Juncture; but 1 Pole. 
link at the ſame time no Bill ever was brought in ſince I 
bad the Honour to fit in this Houſe, which deſerves a more 
ture Deliberation, Gentlemen, I obſerved in the laſt De- 
ate upon this Bill, talked of it, as a very right Thing to 
ring in ſuch a Bill, becauſe the like was brought in and 
raſſed three or four and thirty Years ago. But Gentle- 
pen will pleaſe to confider that there is a great Difference 
etwixt that Juncture and the preſent, We had then been 
u War with Spain and France for ſeven or eight Years; at 
preſent we have not been at War with Spain above ſo many 
Weeks; and we are as yet at Peace with France. Now, 
Sir, tho" I know that Gentlemen fay upon this Head, We 
have no Reaſon to be afrajd of France: we are at War 


80 ti ith Spain, and we will diſtreſs her every way we poſſibly 
agate»; | ay, Sir, tho this is the Language of Gentlemen 
50 ypan this Occaſion, I can by no means agree that we ought 


always to do in Prudence what we may do with Juſtice. I 

am afraid, Sir, that tho' by Treaties with Spain all other 

Nations are precluded from having any Concern in their 

Treaſure, that Practice and Cuſtom have eſtabliſhed a kind 

of Right, at leaſt, Sir, they have come to look upon it as a 

Right, to a Share in the Treaſure of the Plate Fleet. It is 

to Secret, Sir, that the French have thought this Right ſo 

ve!] eſtabliſhed, that they have actually claimed their Shares 

by Memorials at this Court, when a Part of that Treaſure 

into our Hands while we were at War with Spain. Now, 

vr, tho' I am far from being of Opinion that we ought not 

v Ciltreſs Spain for fear of France, yet I think we ought by 

to mens to provoke France wantonly, without being able 

tociitreſs Spain the more. The French, as I am informed 

by People who know very well, have ſeven in nine Parts of 

the Galleons that center with them, and moſt Part is actually 

beit own Property before it is landed in Spain, _ We 

Ve now at War with Spain —— We paſs this Bill — We 
a fix 
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Ships intercept them; every Shilling of the Money they 


| ſhort time ſince this War has been declared, has not pi 
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all our Treaties we muſt. What is the Conſtquence, gi 
Why the Conſequence is, that France will look don this rei 
Bill as afeRting ber more than it does Spain; ſhe will ha, Wh fee 
upon it as 4 kind of Trap laid by the Parliament of fs. 
tain for intercepting her Dreyer ; for I oblerve that by 
this Bill, the Crown has no Power to reſtore avy Par o 
the Treaſure taken by our Ships, even tho' it ſhould bs 

roved to belong to France or Holland; nay, tho it ſhould 

long to our own Subjects. Don't Gentlemen apprehen Tf 
that this muſt alarm France? Suppoſing at the Time ths 
Bill takes Effect the Galleons are coming Home; and ay 


mult fall to the Sailors and Crews of our Ships. Neither 
the French, the Dutch, nor in ſhort any body can reclain 
Farthing of it. How would this Nation, how would om bein 
Neighbours take it? Would not our Merchants think tha 
ſome Part of it ſhould repair the Loſs they have ſuſtaittl 
from Spain? Would not our Neighbours. think that it wel: z: 
little better than robbing of them? Conſider, Sir, that Mani 


them any Opportunity of taking theſe Precautions with ra 
gard to Spain, that they might and certainly would other ll 
wiſe have taken; and I believe, if the Caſe were our om 
we ſhould think ourſelves very hardly ufed. Therefore, dope, 
tho* I don't ſay but that this is a right Bill, I think Gentle- rere 
men ought to conſider whether it is not 7 We 

are to conſider, Sir, whether ſome Part of the Money which 
may be taken from the Enemy may not be better applied; 
nay, whether our ſuffering Merchants have not a juſt Clam 
to ſo much of it as may repair their Loſſes. We are lib 
wiſe to conſider, whether our paſſing this Bill may not d, i 
you a great Number of your Seamen, by making them tos 
rich to go to Sea; for I remember to have heard my e 
nourable Friend who fits by me ſay, that if at the Time ent 
took and deſtroyed the Galleons in America, he had dun 
it but fix Weeks later, by which Time the Bill for encoe 
raging the Trade to America would have taken Effect, that 
his Share of the Prizes muſt have amounted to half 2 . 
lion of Money. | 


Mr. Pulteney, 


Seas, i is w 
* I think all the Conſiderations that the honour 
Gentleman has talked of, can no way affect this 5 


* Sir Charles Wager. 
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dunble Gentleman to mention them, is when the 

dull be committed. I don't fay, Sir, but that this Bill may 
-ceire great Amendments in the Committee; I dare a 
i ſee + ſeveral Gentlemen over the way who are . 6 
ing us great Lights how to make the Bill a uſeful one. 
As to what the honourable Gentleman has {aid with re- 
d to France, I think I remember, Sir, ſomewhat of an 
{cle in one of our Treaties that the French fthall not 
cept of any Trade to the Spaniſh Weſt Indies. I think, 
ir, it is high time for us now to take Care that they may 
ve a5 little as poflible. The honourable Gentleman be- 
ind us has mentioned ſome Conſiderations ; let me in my 
un beg leave that Gentlemen will confider what we are 
joing, if we don't check any Power that ſhall trade to the 
aim Weſt Indies. Why, Sir, if we don't, we put it in 
cir Power to bring Home their Treaſures, and to carry 
u their Trade in the Bottoms of neutral Nations; ſo that 
brain can never feel the Misfortune of being at War with 
and our Neighbours may, at our Expence, bid fair for 
ning away with all the Trade both in Europe and Ame- 
ica, I could ſay a great deal more upon this Head, Sir, 
ut I think it unneceſſary at preſent. If, when the Bill 
ball be committed, Gentlemen ſhall have any Objections to 
fer, I will do my beſt to clear them : In the mean time I 
jope, that nothing that has been yet thrown out that will 
revent its being read a ſecond time.” 


Mr. Corbet. 


{I own, I lie under ſeveral Difficulties with regard to 
de Bill; but as the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke 
ch ſaid that there will be an Opportunity of debating upon 
de Amendments that may be thought proper, in the Com- 
bittee, I ſhall now mention but one; which one I cannot 
jention in tie Committee. It is with regard to the Method 
bringing in this Bill. Gentlemen have ſpoken a g 

al of the Bill paſſed in the 6th of Queen Anne; and we 
we been told that this Bill is the ſame; but Gentlemen 


vule in conſequence of the Crown's reſigning, and the 
rd High Admiral of England's reſigning, previgufly, all 
beir Share in the Captures. I don't tell Gentlemen that 
us was done in any formal Meſlage at the time when this 
ll took Place; on the contrary, believe, this Reſignation 

| was 


+ The City Members. 


ll pleaſe to conſider, that that Bill came before this 


is any thing in them, the proper Time for the hor Ango 13, Gee 
y 


IL 1739- 


r : L WOO. 


. tk 
was made three or four Years before: Bat if Gentleng 
will give themſelves leave to conſult the Hi 


. | of 
i Mr. 7 Time, they will find ſuch a- Ceſſion was — dr. Pa 
i % Now, Sir, tho' there is at preſent no High Admiral,.ye1 
conceive the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty have that bal 
in Truſt for any future Admiral; and 1 think they jw 
a Right to take Care that his Privileges do not ſuffer ; I 
not ſure, Sir, but that they have a Right to be heard by Cow 
ſel upon this Point. In any ſhape I apprehend we ought y 
wait till we have a Meſſage from the Crown, which 1m 
rſuaded we ſhall. have it his Majeſty ſhall think that thi 


Bill is of any Service to the Nation. 


Mr. Sandys, 


SIR, 1 | 

What has fallen from the Gentleman who ſpoke hf 
reduces this Point to this ſingle Conſideration, Whether it 
in the Power of the Parliament of Great Britain to dias 
of the Property of Prizes taken from an Enemy; or wiz 
ther they belong to the Crown or the Nation? Sir, I ten 
thought that this could have admitted of any manner 
Doubt; and I have looked over the Hiſtory of the Ting 
the honourable Gentleman has mentioned, but I cannot 
| that this Houſe ever made any Application for leave « 
N bring in this Bill. I can't find that either the Queen, 
| Prince George, who was then Lord High Admiral; wen 
conſulted about it; I cannot find that any Meſſage or Spe: 
was delivered, which could give them a better Right th 
they had before to diſpoſe of Prizes. The Parliane 
thought it a right Bill, they therefore paſſed it without a 
ſulting either the Queen or the Admiral; and the Meſlag 
/ mentioned by the honourable Gentleman will be fo 
upon your Journals to have had no manner of Influex 

upon their Proceedings at that time. 
The Bill was afterwards ordered to be printed; and 
ing paſſed both Houſes, received the Royal Aſſent. 


The 27th the Houſe proceeding to take his Maj) 
— Speech into farther Conſideration, Mr. Sandys expreis 
of Marines. himſelf as follows: | 


' - 


Six, | | | 
His Majeſty, in his Speech from the Throne, hat 
Jg hig been ſo gracious as to tell us, that he had called us tg 


I Since Chancellor and Under-Treaſurer of the Extotqs 
and one of the Lnrds of the os en the Refignatin 
Sir Robert Walpole, ( Earl of Orford.) 
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he might have the immediate Advice and Aſſiſtance of his 


Houſe, to conſider our preſent Circumſtances, and, if he 
could think of any thing that might contribute to our Suc - 
ceſs in the preſent War, to lay it before the Houſe, that, in 
caſe it ſhould be approved of, it might be offered as the Ad- 
vice of this. Houſe io his Majeſty. | . 


| am to offer to your Conſideration; for, I think, no Gen- 
geman can be accuſed of Preſumption, when he does no 
more than what is his indiſpenſable Duty, and what his 
Majeſty has told us he expects from us, as Members of this 
Houle, We have already in one Inſtance anfwered his 
Majeſty's Expectations. We have laid before him the Ad- 
rice of his Parliament, with reſpe& to the Concluſion of the 
War. What I am to offer, relates to the Method of con- 
dufting it. If the Advice I am to offer be approved of by 
this Houſe, I am convinced it will be followed by his Ma- 
jelly; and if it be followed, it will contribute towards the 
War's being brought to that Concluſion which we have 
adviſed his Majeſty to aim at. 


chiefly to be regarded. That is, the carrying it on in 
ſuch a manner, as may be molt effectual for compelling 
the Enemy to ſubmit to reaſonable Terms of Peace, and 
kalt burdenſome, and leaſt inconvenient to ourſelves. 

From this Conſideration, Sir, ['cannot but highly approve 
of what his Majeſty has likewiſe been pleaſed to communi- 
cate to us from the Throne: I mean the raiſing of a Body of 
Marines. At the Beginning of every War we muſt neceſ- 
farily be in ſome Diſtreſs for want of Seamen ; becauſe in 
Time of Peace, no more Men will breed themſelves up to 
dea, than are neceſſary for ſupplying the Merchant. Service, 
and the few Guard Ships and Men of War we keep in Com- 
miſſion in a Time of profound Tranquillity ; which muſt 
of courſe occaſion a Deficiency of Seamen when a War-firſt 
breaks out ; eſpecially afier the Nation has been, for a great 
Number of Years, in a continued State of Peace. This 


man Affairs, we can no way ſupply at the Beginning of a 
War, but by ſending a Body of Land-Soldiers or Marines, to 
ſerve on board our Men of War; unleſs we ſhould, tor the 
lake of ſupplying our Men of War with all thorough-bred 
nen, put an entire Stop to our Trade, which ought never 
Vor. IV. X to 


puliament at this critical and important Conjuncture, I, from 
thence, thought it was the Duty of every Member of this. 


For this Reaſon, Sir, I hope I ſhall ſtand excuſed, in what 


In the Proſecution of this War, Sir, there are two Things | 


Deficiency, which proceeds from the natural Courſe of hu- 


* 


i: this time, ſooner than has been uſual of late Years, that Anno 1 . 


* f 
* 4 v1 


* 


| . 


therefore te thy Begiauieg ing of War 
, c every 


Seamen for our M ice, and for 5 — 
Trade; for, as it is not our Intereſt to make any 


and very few Ships at Sea, we cannot propoſe to force tben 


bh ( 164) 

to be done, but ja the Caſe of imminent. from 
impendiug Invaſion. | Danger bau 
© This is a Danger, Sir, which is far from being theterm 
Cotiſequence of every War we can be "engaged in; 1 
is not u. 


tended with any „as we haye then no Owen 
for keeping up a large of Land Forees at Home, w 
o0ght to indulge oar Trade, by ſending Land- Alen, & 
Land-Soldiers, to ſerve as Marines on board our Men d 
War, in order thereby to leave a ſufficient Supply of 


upon the Continent of Europe, the Protection of eur Tut 
is the only Motive, pecaliar to ourſelves, that ve can hay 
for going to War ; and it would be very ridiculous in u 1 
carty on a War for the Protection of our Trade, in fac 
A manner as to deſtroy it. And this, of putting a yrat 
Number of Land Soldiers, by way of Marines, on bear 
our Men of War, is the more prudent and the more necef 
ſary, becauſe, as few of our Merchant Ships carry min 
Men than are barely ſufficient for navigating the Ship, they 
can employ none but expert Seamen ; whereas a 

War does not require above one half, or one third, & her 
Complement, to be thorough-bred Seamen. With regal 
to the other half, or two thirds, as they are to be Gnplojed 
in Fighting, and are not neceſſary for navigating the Ship 
Land-Men may, in a few Days, be made us fit for the gte. 
vice, as the moſt expert Seamen whatever; and, if thok 
Land-Men be ſuch as have been bred to military Dis. 
pline, they will be better, and more uſeful for making lun 
fions and Incurſions upon the Enemy at Land, than he 
moſt expert Seamen, very few of whom are ever brei to that 
fort of Diſcipline, which is 'neceflary to be obſerved i 
Land-Engagements. | ; 
Every Gentleman muſt therefore hi approve of bs 
Majeſty's having reſolved to raiſe a Body of Marines; 
the manner of raiſing this Body of Marines, is what 1 in 
now to propoſe to 'you for your Conſideration. In my Op 
nion, Sir, w Body of penn i. or be:raifed by mak 
ing proper Draughts out of the regular Regiments now ® 
Foot in Britain — Ireland; becauſe, I chink, a Body d 
Marines raiſed in this manner, will be more uſeful agridl 
the Enemy, and not only lefs expenſive, but more cee 
to ourſelves, chan a Body of raw, undiſciplined m—__ 
raiſed for that Purpofe. As the Spaniards have no 


ESSDEGSRET.ESSREFEESESESEEBEFESS AS 


to agree to ſuch Terms as we can ſafely or honouradly A 


ar 
are begun | 
ud Army to America. This we might 
deckring War. It was time enough to 

they were arrived there and ready to attack the Enemy. If 
we had done this, 92 baps before 
ww, have been in P of what have forced 
Yin to agree to our Terms. 

But this, Sir, is Timo paſt, which is not to be recalled ; 
et us therefore look and do the beſt we can, in 
ta Body of Marines, drawn · 


Regiments, will be the moſt ſerviceable for 

uacking the Enemy, and it is certain, that this Method 

till be the leaſt expenſive, and moſt convenient for ourſelves. 

by this Method, the addigiangl Charge will be but very 

nconſiderable ; and the Country will be freed fromthe Je- 

(venience and Ragener ef quanering s gran atuber of 
| 2 


1 1 
Anno 13, Geo. uſeleſs Troops. I ſay uſeleſs, Sir, and, I think, I may mo 
II. 1239. juftly fay fo; for, in a War with Spain, every Man'thati 
X ept in this Iſland, above the Number that is abſolute) 
: neceſſary in a Time of the moſt profound Tranquillity, ny 
be allowed to be uſeleſs. We cannot be in the ſeaſt Dan 
of an Invaſion from that Country, conſidering the 22 
Circumſtances of the two Nations. We were "never more 
united amongſt ourſelves, than we are at preſent. 
is a moſt general, and, I am ſure, a moſt juſt Indignation 
againſt the Spaniards, ſtirred up in every Corner of dhe 
three Kingdoms, and among all Ranks and Degrees 0 
Men; and therefore, we can be in no Danger of an Tuvfq Wis |: 
from thence, unleſs it were to be made with ſuch a Number 
of Troops as would be ſufficient to conquer the three King. 
doms. This we know they cannot accompliſh : There h 
not in all Spain, Ships enough for tranſporting ſuch a Nun: 
ber of Troops; and, if they had Ships, they could not, in 
the whole Kingdom of Spain, find Proviſions enough for dae 
victualling ſuch a numerous Fleet of Tranſports. 
We can therefore, Sir, have no Uſe for ſuch a numero nent 
Army here at Home; and, fince we have no Uſe for then nd 
here at Home, for this Reaſon alone, if we had no other, nate 
we ought to ſend a great Number of them to ſerve as ane 
rines on board our Men of War. But I have ales) 
ſhewn, that they muſt be of more Service both at Sea and 
at Land, than raw, undiſciplined Men can be ſuppoſed tobe co 
and therefore I ſhall add no more, but conclude with mo ed 
ing, That an humble Addreſs be preſented go his Majely yr: © 
humbly to lay before him, as the Advice of this Houſe, thay"! 
he would be pleaſed to give Directions, that the "Body pin 
Marines intended to be raiſed, may be done in the mls ne 
frugal manner, and put upon the leaft expenfive Eftablih-aiyen?!: 
ment, by having as many private Men, and as few Officer de * 
as the Nature of the Service will admit; OEconomy le 
firſt ſetting out, being abſolutely neceſſary to enable u 
ſupport his Majeſty in the vigorous Proſecution of this Nu 
and as Draughts from the preſent Regiments of Foot, wich * 
are all equally proper to be employed, either by Land 
Sea, will be attended with the leaſt Expence, as well n l. 


wal 


moſt expeditious for any immediate Service, humbly to 

* commend that Method to his Majeſty, in tender Compaſia th. 
to his People, already burdened with many heavy and grogunireate 
vous Taxes ; and, to aſſure his Majeſty, whenever be hal oer 


judge it neceſſary to increaſe the Corps, from whence int 
Draughts are made, that his faithful Commons wil 


readily enable him to do it; being fully convinced, err 


„ 

Fuck his Majeſty and the Proteſtant Succeſſion.“ 
Philip Gibbon, Eſq; ® IN 
si, V. 


lng a Body of Marines, I SIways thought ſo reaſonable, 
ut when the Regiments were lat Summer brought from 


Purpoſe ; and therefore, I could not but be in ſome ſort of 
prize to hear ſuch Complaints for want of Seamen, and 
lee our Trade ſo much interrupted and diſtreſſed by Preſ- 
ing and Embargoes, whilſt theſe Regiments, and all our 
jer Regiments of Foot in Great Britain, were lying idle 
2 their Quarters, and oppreſſing all the Inns and other 
Public Houſes in the Kingdom. Nay, even when J heard, 
yy his Majeſty's Speech from the. Throne, that we were to 
have a Body of Marines, I till imagined, they were to be 
led by ſending ſome of our Foot-Regiments, or Detach- 
nents from all of them, to ſerve on board our Ships of War; 


mates which have been delivered into this Seſſion of Par 
lament. ; 
Bu-, Sir, when I ſaw theſe Eſtimates, I was aſtoniſhed to 
o find, that what was to be called a Body of Mar ines, was 
to conſiſt of fix Regiments of Land- Forces, all to be new 
niſed, and to conſiſt moſtly of Men. never trained to any 
fort of martial Diſcipline either at Land or Sea. This cer- 
ainly is loading the Public with a very great, and, in my 
Opinion, a very unneceſſary, additional Charge, and forming 
a new Body of Land-Forces, which are not, I hope, to be 
employed as Marines, or in any other manner ſent againſt 
the Enemy ; for, ſurely, if we have a Mind to profecute 
te War with Vigour ; if we expeR, or intend to have Suc- 
bin the War, we ought. to employ our oldeſt and beſt 
orps in the Proſecutioa of it, and keep our youngeſt, or 
bew. raiſed Regiments at Home, till they have made them- 
£ves ſo much Maſters of military Diſcipline, as to be fit to 
e employed againſt the public Enemy. This was the Me- 
thod we took in the Proſecution of the laſt War: We were 
dot then ſo much terrified with Invaſions, tho we were often 
reatened with them, by an Enemy that had ſome fort of 
rover to put ſuch Threats in Execution; I ſay, we were not 
ken ſo much terrified with ſuch Phantoms, as to keep our 
el Troops at Home to deſend us from them. If we had, 


* Since made one of the Lords of the Treaſury. 


| and all that is dear to them, conſiſt in the Preſerva- Amana, Gee, | 


lreland, I imagined they were brought over-for that very 


und this continued to be my Opinion, till I ſaw the Ei- 


(The Method propoſed by my Honourable Friend fot PhilipGibboa, 
% 


1 


raiſing any new Regiments: I muſt think, we can ſpam, 


tze Enemy both in Europe and America; and thavkn 


Amory Geo we ſhow no! have had fach Succeſs in che War 
I. 1539. 


ſient againſt the Enemy, or em 


ments, which are to be called Marines, But do ng la? 


it altogether ſo decent, I did not oppoſe, becauſe I faw - | 


(1988) 


where, if we had been unſucceſsfal, the Danger of a 
fon ar Home would have become ot ci re bt ing 
If it be reall ee 
Forchs, let thew be Walz upen; die Gita ooting with t 
other Land Forces, in order to re-place thoſe that are f 
board our Shire of 
ſome of 


* 


* 


ployed on 
War. Even this would fave the Public | 
pence I find calculated in the Eſtimate, for the ſix t 


ſend raw and undiſciplined Men upon any Expedition agi 
the Enemy, when we have ſuch a Number of old kai 
ments, that muſt be allowed to be more fit for that Nm 
Theſe we ought to ſend Abroad, even ſuppoſing that 
were in immediate Danger of being invaded with a forgi 
dable Number of Troops, and therefore ablignt tokum 
a numerous Land-Army at Home as we now have: in di 
ä Ireland; becauſe, by ä War to the [ 

our Enemy, we prevent its broughe to 
own, But, as I — neither are, - can be in wy 
ſuch Danger, as as Spain continues alone in the N 
againſt x} —1 think we have as yet any Occako 


of thoſe we have now upon the Eſtabliſhment, a ſuſie 
Number for our Ships of War, and likewiſe for imm 


ſhall conclude with ſeconding the Motion, which my wor 
Friend has been pleaſed to make,” | " 

Sir William Yonge. | 

1 a 

© I have often heard that, according to the old Marin 
our Conſtitution, the King is inveſted with the fole Powe 
making Peace and War; but, from the late Cordu 
ſome in this Houſe, I begin to doubt whe 
this ought to be allowed as a Maxim in our C putin 
There are ſome amongſt us who, of late Years, baren 
upon them to preſcribe to his Majeſty not only bra, 
how he is to make both Peace and War, In the laſt Sei 
there were, among us, many Gentlemen who ſcemed wil 
to preſcribe to his Majeſty, when he was to make War: 
this Seffion, we have already, by an Addreſs, preſcribe 
him how be is to make Peace ; and now it is prope 
that, by another Addreſs, we ſhould preſcribe to biw 
he is to make War. Our laſt Addreſs, tho I could not t 


I 
; 
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—— future Treaty of Peace 
id not then oppoſe it, 1 ſhall not now find fault 
ſpecially ſince it is become the AR of this Houſe, by 


21 
Fe 


a 


zzimoaſly agreed to; for I ſhall never indulge myſelf in 
at Liberty, which is too often taken by others, of finding 
alt with any ching that has once had the Sanftion of this 


i to the Addreſs now propoſed, Sir, I ſhall beex- 
remely ſorry, if it ſhould be approved of by the Majority 
this Houſe. Let it be confidered in what Light you will, 
is fuch a one as I muſt f it be conſidered as a 
ie to be preſcribed to his Majeſty, with regard to the 
thods of carrying on the War, I muſt look it as 
iſeſpeAful to the Crown, and an uſurping of a Province, 
hich, by our Conſtitution, does not belong to this Houſe. 
adif it is to be conſidered as an Advice humbly offered to 
Crown by this Houſe, T-mnſt be againſt it, becauſe T 
r bad — ſach a one as 
ight be a ith the moſt Conſequences. 
ppoſe it did not appear ſo to me: ſuppoſe I could * 
mine whether the Advice be right or wrong, yet I 
uld oppoſe it, becauſe I ſhall always think it wrong in us, 
x inconſiſtent with the Dignity of this Houſe, to pretend 
give Advice in any Caſe, where it is impoſſible for us to 
proper Judges, We may judge of national Rights, and 
ky adviſe his Majeſty not to agree to any Terms of Peace, 
tes thoſe Rights be fully eftabliſhed ; but it is impoſſible 

ws to judge of the proper Methods for proſecuting a 
ar, or of the Number or Nature of the Troops thee 
pit to be employed in that Proſecution. It is impoſſible 

us to bs competent Judges in this reſpect, without 
owing all that ſecret Intelligence, both from Spain and 
Mm the other Parts of Europe, which his Majeſty, and thoſe 
ily employed by him, may be ſuppoſed to be Mafters of ; 

L this, I think, no Gentleman, that wiſhes well to his 
atry, would deſire to have laid before us. If it were, 
could not expect to make any future Advantage of ther 
rligence, and much leſs could we to have 
ve luch Intelligence; for it generally comes from 


would never give any ſuch, if they thought it 
x be diſcovered from whence it came ; which would ſoon 
* if it were to be laid before ſuch à numerous 


y. 
* Thus, I think, Sir, it is evident, that, tho' the Advice nog 
5 pPropoſed 


4; 


Anno 13, Geo. propoſed ſhould even appear to us to be right, it would h 
IL 730. wrong in us to offer it; But from the Confidence I Jaye: 
dis Majeſty's Wiſdom and Conduct, the Advice itlelf ns 
appear to me to be wrong. I very well know, that publi 
OEconomy and Frugality. are fine Topics for Gentlemers 
harangue upon. Frugality in the 72 of publi 
Affairs will always, I know, be a moſt popular Pretence f 
finding fault with, and traducing the Conduct of Miniften 
and I ſhall readily grant, that it is in itſelf a very commen 
able Thing. But it mult be allowed, that it may be pub 
too far; and then it bemes ridiculous. It then deri 
into that contemptible Quality called Miſerlyneſg - whic 
in public, as well as private Life, may prove the Run 
thoſe that are governed by it. Such Men often allow the 
ſelves to be deſtroyed, rather than be at the Expence 
ſaving themſelves. . Quid refert morbo, an furtis, peru 
rapinis? was the Reflection long ſince put into the Mo 
of .a Miſer, who would not be at the Expence of purchiii N © 
the Medicines that were proper for removing a molt dan 
rous Diſtemper. War J look on as a National Diſtempe 
and it is always a dangerous one. The proper Medic * 
are Fleets and Armies. If you will not be at the Expen 
of providing thoſe Medicines, you muſt be deſtroyed; an 
if you do not provide a ſufficient Doſe, thoſe you are at 
Expence of, loſe their Effect and you ruin yourſelf into ban 
Bargain. * A 

© This I take to be our preſent Diſpute. For my 

| Part, Sir, I do not pretend to know what Number, or wh 
Sort cf Troops may be neceſſary, either for our Safe-gu 
at Home, or for attacking the Enemy Abroad; becaule, 
neither know the Danger we are in, nor how our Eneni 
are provided to repel our Attack. But I preſume, ad 
think, I ought to preſume, that his Majelty is well 
quainted with both; and therefore, I am willing to {ut 
to his Judgment, both as to the Number and Quality of 
Troops that are to be employed, either for our Safe gu 
at Home, or for attacking our Enemies Abroad. T 0: 
think, is a Sibmiflion which is the Duty of every She 
but with regard to the Nature or Quality of the Troops FN « 
be ſent Abroad, or kept at Home, I think we muſt concla 
even from the Nature of the Thing, that, if we are Am 
Danger of being invaded, our beſt Troops are to be H 
Home for our Defence The Circumſtances of the pr 
War, are very different from thoſe of the great Wat 
the Queen's Time We had then a numerous and por 
Alliance: Our Enemies were attacked in their own H 

© Nions, With as numerous Armies as they could 
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If imading us: The T roops we ſent Abroad, went but a little 


Jas bort Warning. All theſe Circumſtances are now directly 
berwiſe; and therefore we cannot, in Prudence, hold the 
ne Conduct. But, if our Conduct in that War, or in any 
ther War we were ever engaged in, is to be a Rule for our 
onduct in this, I am ſure we cannot agree to the preſent 
otion, In the War in the late Queen's Time, we were 


e Service of our Navy, that we not only raiſed fix Regi- 
Ruin rents of Marines, but alſo fix Regiments of Land-Soldiers, 
o ſerve on board our Ships of War. I believe, no Prece- 
ent can be ſhewn for what is now propoſed : I am con- 


ore inced no Example can be found, of our having ever made 


Moot 2ughts from regular, well-diſciplined Regiments, in order 
"chaſe iſo employ them as Marines on board our Navy, I muſt 
leave, Sir, to ſay, that, in my Opinion, it would be ri- 
dem culous; for I cannot but think, that new-raiſed Troops 


edicn r 25 good on board a Man of War, as well-diſciplined 
en diers. In fighting a Ship, there are no Marches, or 
d; dunter - marches: There is no Part of the Land- Diſcipline 


en quired, but that of loading and firing the Muſket; and a 
into ountry Fellow from the Plough, may, in three Days, be 
* do this as adlroitly as the moſt expert Soldier in 
m4 te Army. | 
— lt ſeems to be granted on all Sides, Sir, that the raiſing 
| a Body of Marines is neceſſary, The only Queſtion is, 
reale, bether that Body ſhould be formed by making Draughts 
n. and conſequently diminiſhing our Army, or by raifing 
e, and," Corps for that Purpoſe ; and, the Determination of 
Ws Queltion muſt depend upon the Danger we ſeem to be 
o ſob of being attacked at Home. I ſhould think we are in 
are ſuch Danger, if it were for no other Res ſon but be- 
| puſe his Majeſty ſeems to think, that we ought not to dimi- 
Au h our Army; but there are, in my Opinion, icveral other 
n fuficient Reaſons for thinking ſo. I ſhall admit, that 
"roops n cannot invade us with ſuch an Army as would be ſuf- 
dacht for conquering the three Kingdoms; but even Spain 
e rade us with ſuch an Army as may be ſufficient for 
e kept "ng up a Civil War in every one of the three Kingdoms. 
e i **Ppear, it is true, at preſent, very much united amongſt 
wlelves ; but I doubt much if we are ſo. There are fill 
ove: Numbers of Men, in every one of the three King- 
n Do” diſoffected to bis Majeſty and his Family. This 
onde ion, all of them that have ary Wiſdom will take 
r bot to ſhe till they have a good Opportunity: They 
Vor. II, Y will 


y off. from this Iſland, and therefore could be re-called at \ 


oY far from making Draughts from our old Regiments, for 


heir Defence ; ſo that they could not ſpare an Army for Anno 13, Geo.” 
141 3 


* niards ; but if even a ſmall 


join with that Body in endeavouring to force the Pretender 


Troops into Gallicia, which is the Province that lies nen terar 
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Anno 13, Geo. will appear united, and will join with the reft of their 
II. 1739. 


Country men in the general and 2 1 Out-cry againſt the dpa 
Body of Spaniſh Troops were 

landed in their Neighbourhood, they would ſoon change 
eir Note: They would then take off the Maſk, and 


upon us. Thus the Flame of a Civil War would be blow 
up in the Kingdom, and, whilft we were engaged in a Cini 
War at Home, I believe it will be allowed, that we could nc 
proſecute the War with Vigour Abroad. 
I myſt, upon this Occafion, Sir, obſerve, that Miniſter, 
are generally treated in a manner not quite fo candid. With 
regard to Dangers, and Preparations againſt thoſe Danyen, 
it is impoſſible for them to guard againk thoſe who are wil. 
ling to find fault with their Conduct. If impending Dangen 
are prevented from falling upon the Nation, by the Preps 
, rations our Miniſters make againſt them, which, I have 
good Reaſon to believe, has often been the Caſe within theſe 
twenty Years, it is then afferted, with great Confidence, by 
thoſe who have a Mind to find fault, that no ſuch Dangen 
ever exiſted; and that, therefore, the Nation was put to i 
needleſs Expence, by thoſe Preparations that were made for 
preventing them. On the other hand, if any Danger « 
Misfortune ſhould actually fall upon the Nation, tho pro 
ceeding from the moſt ſudden, unforeſeen, and unexpedd 
Cauſe, which, thank God! has not been our Caſe for thele 
twenty Years, it would then be pretended, that the Dang 
cr Misfortune might eaſily have been foreſeen, and our Mui 
ſters would be blamed for not having foreſeen and provide 
againſt it, In our preſent Caſe, the Dangers of this W 
may blow over ; we may, at laſt, force Spain to agree 
Teaſonable Terms, without being invaded by that Power, of 
attacked by any other Power in Europe; and, if this ſhonk 
be our good Fortune, as I hope it will, I expect to be 
warm Harangues againſt the needleſs Expence the Nati 
was put to during the War; by maintaining greater Armer 
and Squadrons than were neceſſary in a War againſt Spa 
But I ſhall never allow ſuck Harangues to have any ci 
upon me. I believe we are now in no great Danger 
being invaded by Spain. I hope we are in no great Dang our! 
of being attacked, during this War, by any other Power! 
Europe; but I am fully convinced, that this happy Secur 
proceeds from the Preparations we have made, and the Mz 
ſures we have taken. At the os prom, of the Rupt. 
Spain ſeemed to have ſome View of invading us. Thi cou 
muſt ſuppoſe, from their having marched ſo many of er 
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and moſt convenient for invading Britain or Ireland. By Anno 13, Geo 
the Preparations we have made, they now fee they cannot IE. 1739. 
cry their Deſign into Execution; but, if we ſhould dimi- 

iſh our Army, by ſending a great Number of our Troops 

10 ſerve' on board our Men of War, or to attack the Spaniſh 

Dominions either in Europe or America, they would cer- 

ainy reſume their firſt Deſign, and might land ſuch a Body 

of Troops, as, in Conjunction with the Diſaffected at Home, 

night ſtir up a dangerous Conflict in the very Bowels of 

our own Dominions ; and in that Caſe, I do not know but 

that thoſe very Gentlemen who are now for ſending our 

Troops out, would reflect upon our Miniſters, for having 

Ariled his Majeſty to comply with their Requeſt. They 

would then of courle ſay, that our Miniſters ought to have 

known better than they, and that they ought to have in- 

formed them of the Danger, in which Caſe they would not 

have made ſuch a Requeſt. | | 

« This, Sir, might be the Conſequence of our diminiſh- 
ing our Army, with regard to Spain; but there is another 
Danger we lie expoſed to, and which we ought to guard 
gent. Spain is as yet alone in the War againſt us, and 
voile ſhe continues ſo, I hope we may with Reaſon flatter 
ouicives, that ſhe will ind herſelf unequally matched; but, 
there are other Powers in Europe who would be glad to ſee 
tis Nation humbled, and conſequently would be glad of an 
Opportunity for bringing it about. If we ſhould leave 
urielves defenceleſs at Home, it might encourage them to 
join with Spain againſt us; for, the firlt Effect of that Con- 
ſeleracy would certainly be an Attempt to invade this 
Kingdom. For this Reaſon, we ought to be ſo much upon 
our Guard, as to be prepared againſt all poſſible Events. 
Nzy, I do not know, but that the Preparations we have 
mace, and the other wiſe Meaſures his Majeſly has been 
pleaed to take, are the chief Cauſe of wn being yet 
aore in the War agaiaſt us. 

From theſe Conſiderations, Sir, I muſt be of Opinion, 
dat this Motion really is, humbly to deſire his Majeſty, that 
le would be pleaſed to leave his Kingdom defenceleſs, and 
or preſent happy Eſtabliſhment again expoſed to the doubt- 
ful Chance of a Civil War. It has been once already ex- 
pe[ed to this Chance; and we mult ſtill reflect with Ter- 
ror, that the Scales were pretty near equal, tho' the Diſaf- 
kfid had then no foreign Aſſiſtance, nor was ſo much as 
untenanced by any Potentate in Europe. God knows 
dat might be the Conſequence, if a Body of foreign Ve- 
eras were thrown into the Rebel-Scale, and the Rebels 
cunteranced and ſupported by one at leaft, perhaps by two 

FI of 
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Anno 13, Geo. of the moſt formidable Potentates in Europe, I am 6 
II. 1739- from thinking, Sir, that the Honourable Gentleman wh 
3 made, or the Honourable Gentleman who ſeconded thi 

Motion, had any bad Intention, or that they viewed thei 
Motion in the Light I do; but as I view it in the Light 
have mentioned, I muſt think it would, in me, be comm. 
to my Allegiance to agree to it.” | 


George Lyttleton, Eſqz 


8 a, 
George Lyttle -I hope I need make no Profeſſions of my Attachmey 
ton, Eſq; to the King and his Family. The Honour and Duty le 
to their Perſons (tho* no Man living has more) are yet ty 
leaſt and weakeſt Bonds to confirm that Attachment. It! 
the Conſtitution of my Country which they came to x 
ſerve, that ties my Allegiance to them, for the Sake of ü 
Whole. This, Sir, is my Principle ; and upon this, I hope, 
J may found as high Pretenſions to Zeal for their Service 
and Glory, and for the Support of his Majeſty's Governneit 2: 
againſt all his open and ſecret Enemies, and be believed 
ſincere and warm in them, as any Gentleman here. Au 
therefore, if I could think, that my Compliance with t| 
Motion made by my worthy Friend, could poſſibly afea | 
Security of his Majeſty's Crown, by leaving him without 
proper Defence, the Hon. Gentleman himſelf could not be 
more averſe to it than I. But ſure, Sir, out of an Army d 
eight or nine and twenty thouſand Men, Draughts migbt l 
made for our Sea-Service, without leaving the Kingden 
fenceleſs. Sure, there would remain diſciplined Trog 
enough to ſecure us till Recruits could be raiſed. Ifthe He 
Gentleman thinks not, it is the worſt Compliment that er 
was made to the Army. | 
No Man can be more zealous than I, for ſtrengthening 
Majeſty's Hands as much as is poſſible; but, upon the 
g Principle from which I declare for ſupporting the War, fra 


the ſame Principle from which I ſhall agree to the Nuns 0 
of Men aſked by his Miniſters, I am for raiſing then new 
the manner that has been propoſed by this Motion. Wally: | 
may play with Words as we pleaſe, but this and Marien 
that are to be raiſed, are no more Marines than every Rey Fene! 
ment of Foot in the Kingdom: The only Difference is, t Fit 
the new raiſed Men will have all their Bufineſs to le of th 
whereas the others havellearned half of it, and are read) row 
hand; the laſt are Soldiers, tho? pot Sailors, but the ode * + 
are neither Soldiers nor Sailors, and to make them eithet, 1 

re 


will take up a great deal of Time; fo that if there is a0} 
Service to be done by them, it is very evident which 


vnno x3, Geo vernment, there is no Seaſon ſo dangerous, as the Time 


1738p. 


Henry Fox, 
Eſq; 


Excurſions into Matters that have no Relation to i, 


will happen here, and that we ſhall, at the fame time, 


apprehend, we make ſuch Drauglits in full Security nt 


ing Uſe of any warm Reflection againſt thoſe, who d 
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a popular War; for, it has been in the Heat of ſuch W 
that almoſt all free States, ancient and modern, have he, 
induced to make Conceſſions, wink at Encroachments x 
eſtabliſh Precedents, that have ended afterwards in the g 
tire Loſs of their Liberties. Sir, I hope the very Ren 


tend to the Recovery, of ſuch of our Rights as have hy 
invaded Abroad, and to the ſecuring of ſuch as may h 
been weakened at Home I think it is the Defign of 
Motion, to prevent vu! being in Danger from the fi 
Increaſe of Inu, of their (our Rights) being weake 
yet more, | | 
As to tae Practice of former Times, it mult be col 
dered, that we never bad any thing like ſuch an Army 
Home in theſe Kingdoms before, and therefore ha 
Draughts out of the Force: here could not have been n 
then, ſo ſafely as now; the Remainder would not have be 
a ſufficient Guard to us till Recruits could be raiſed; t 


and this, I think a ſufficient Anſwer to what was faid by 
worthy Member who ſpoke laſt. Sir, I ſhall trouble] 
no farther now, but keartily concur with this Motion. 


Henry Fox, Eſq; 


SIR, 


« It is a general Obſervation in all Debates, that th 
who ſpeak upon the right Side of the Queſtion, are ge 
rally the moſt moderate and cool in the Argument; 
this, I think, was never more apparent, than in the pf 
Debate. When I firſt heard the Motion, I thought it 
a Motion that could not poflibly occafion any Heat: or 
moſity amongſt us; but in this reſpe& I find myſelf di 
pointed, as I have often been upon the like Occaſions; i 
ſome of thoſe that have ſpoke in favour of the Motion, l 
been pleaſed, I think molt unneceſſarily, to make Uk 
ſome very warm Expreſſions. As the preſent Queſhin c 
in no Light, be conſidered any other way than as a Dit 
about the moſt proper Method for raifing or forming a! 
of Marines, I can ſee no Reaſon Gentlemen have for! 
ning themſelves into a Heat upon the Subject, or for » 


from them in Opinion; and, I am ſure, if Gent 
would keep cloſe to the Subject, and take Care to make 


Debate would be ſoon exhauſted ; becauſe I muſt * 
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hate quite foreign to any thing that can properly come Anno 13, Geo 


before us." II. 1739. 
e I find, Sir, has queſtioned its being SYS 
ſary for us to raiſe or form a Body of Marines, If 
« had been the Queſtion, we might have taken it into 
nfideration, even before we had read or conſidered any of 
Etimates for the enſuing Year ; but the preſent Debate 
nuſt look upon as anticipating the Conſideration of the 
mates laid before us for the Service of the enſuing Year, 
fore they have been read, I believe, by any Gentleman in 
b Houſc; for if a Body of Marines is to be formed, it 
nal be formed either by raifing new Corps for that Pur- 
e, or by employing ſome of the Regiments we have al- 
ay on Foot in that Service, If you chuſe the latter 
bod, you diminiſh the Number of Land- Forces that are 
be kept up for the enſuing Year ; and is not this, there. 
, debating the Queſtion about the Number of Land- 
rees that are to be kept up for the enſuing Year; be- 
e you have ſo much as read the Eſtimate of the Char 
the Guards, Garriſons, and other his Majeſty's Land- 
brces, for the Year 1740, which was but Yeſterday laid 
Ne you? Some Gentlemen, who are more diligent than 
may perhaps already have caſt their Eye upon this 
limate, but I muſt confeſs, that I have not ſo much as 
Soked at it; and conſidering its being ſo lately laid be- 
re us, and that there was no Probabilſty of its coming 
ger our Conſideration before To-morrow, I cannot, in this 
(pet, accule myſelf of any Neglect of Duty. But 
hatever may be in this, whether I am guilty of a Neg- 
dt or no, as I have not ſeen the Eſtimate, I cannot take 
pon me to determine, whether the Addreſs propoſed be 
oper or not, and therefore I cannot at preſent agree to it. 
This, Sir, mult with me be a prevailing Reaſon for being 
w againſt the Motion, and ought, I think, to be ſo with 
ery Gentleman that is in the ſame Circumſtances with me, 
tatever they may be hereafter ; but there is another Rea- 
in, a Reaſon ariſing from our uſual Form of Proceedings, 
ut makes me againſt the Motion at preſent. I think it 
4 Wrong to introduce ſuch a Motion, and it would be more 
rong to enter into the Merits of it, whilſt we are in a 
uſe, As it is a Motion that relates to the Number of 
Tops to be kept up for the enſuing Year, it is proper 
niy for a Committee, where Gentlemen have Leave to 
pak ſeveral times upon the ſame Queſtion, and may riſe 
pas ofien as Occaſion requires to explain Facts, and anſwer 
uguments or Objections, that can, perhaps, be explained 
al auſwered by none but themſelves. I have not, indeed, 
heard 
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Anno 13, Geo heard any Arguments made uſe of in favour of the Oe 
II. 1739. tion, but ſuch as, I think, may be eaſily anſwered by ay 
Gentleman in the Houſe ; but others may be of a different 
Opinion ; and one Gentleman has already ſpoke againſt the 
Motion, who, could he be allowed to ſpeak again, as he 
would be, if we were in a Committee, would, I am cer 
be able to anſwer every Argument in favour of the Motion, 
to the Conviction of *moſt Gentlemen preſent. 

* Whether out of 28 or 29;000 Men, a ſufficient Nun, 
ber may be ſpared for Sea-Service. without leaving the 
Kingdom defenceleſs, is a Queſtion, Sir, which, I think, we 
cannot enter into at preſent. The Eſtimates are, it is tre, 
before us, but as I have not, and, I believe, few Gentlene 

have, looked into them, I do not kaow what Number 
a Land-Forces we have on Foot, nor do I know what Nun. 
ber his Majeſty thinks neceſſary for the enſuing Ven. 
From what I have heard; I believe, his Majeſty has aug. 
mented his Land- Forces: I think it was neceſſary he 
ſhould; and when I look into the Eſtimates, if it fron 
thence appears, that his Majeſty thinks 28 or 29,000 
Land: Forces neceſſary for the Security of Great In 
tain, during this next Year, I am not aſhamed to ſay, it 
will be a Hong Argument with me for thinking fo to; 
becauſe his Majeſty muſt know our Danger better than [ 
can. And if we Lught, for the Sake of our own Securiy, 
to keep ſuch a Number of Land-Forces here at Home, 
what ſignifies the preſent Motion? What would it figniy 
to preſent the Addreſs thereby propoſed ? If the Body. 
Marines, allowed to be neceſſary by every Gentleman that 
has ſpoke in this Debate, ſhould be formed from Draught 
made out of the Regiments of Land-Forces we have nov 
on Foot, thoſe Draughts muſt, even actording to the Mo 
tion, be immediately re- placed by raiſing Recruits, What 
then can it ſignify, whether thoſe Recruits be raiſed f 
Marching-Regiments, or for Marines'? As Mankind 
fond of every Thing that is new, and as common Fe 
will be readier to enter into the Sea than the Land. Seri 
I believe the neceſſary Number of Recruits will be more 
eaſily and quickly raiſed, when they are all, or mol. 
them to be lilted for Land-Service; and as the War Is 
ready declared, I think the moſt ſpeedy way is the belt, © 
pecially as it will be the cheapeſt ; for the more ready Me 
are to engage in the Service, the leſs we ſhall have Occale 
to give by way of ealiſting Morey. 
For my Part, Sir, I do not really well know what de 
Honourable Gentlemen mean by Draughts from the p® 
ſent Regiments of Foot. I hope they would not — p 


/ 
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Oficers drawn away from our Marching- Regiments. If Anno 13, Ceo 
pu do, you mult immediately appoint others in their ſtead. III. 1739. 
for, | hope, it will be allowed, that every Regiment of 

[and-Forces muſt have its full Complement of Officers; 

and if you are refolved to make your Marines what Marines 

ought to be; I mean, if you are reſolved to make them fit * 

qr Land- Service, as well as Sca-Service, you muſt form them 

0 Regiments, and in that Caſe each Regiment of Marines 

nuſt have its full Complement of Officers, the ſame as if it 

tere deſigned for a Marching-Regiment to ſerve at Land 


on! 
to the 


© Thus, it appears, Sir, that with 
itis the ſame Thing, whether the Body of Marines pro- 
poed, be formed by Draughts from our Foot-Regiments, or 
by raiſing new Regiments for that Purpoſe; and as to the 
Grice, his Majelty is certainly the beſt Judge of the moſt 
proper Method for forming the intended Body of Marines, 
becauſe it muſt depend upon the Service in which they are 
w be employed. If our Marines are to be employed at Sea 
only, in order to make up the Complements of our Men of 
War, and to leave Seamen for the Merchant-Service, new- 
niſed Men are every bit as proper as old Soldiers: Nay, 
they are rather better, becauſe they will generally conſiſt of 
younger Men; and this Caſe, I ſhall grant, there would be 
0 Occaſion for ſo many Officers. But if our Marines are 
w be employed likewife upon Land, and to be ſent upon any 
Expedition againſt the Enemy, they muſt be regimented as 
ether Land-Forces are; and in this Caſe I make no Queſtion, 
dat that his Majeſty will, without any Addreſs from us, 
order the Regiments of Marines to be formed partly from 
Draughts of private Men from old Regiments, and. partly 
by new Recruits ; in which Caſe, they will, with reſpect 
v derrice, be upon the ſame Footing with our old Regi- 
nents; for every Regiment of Foot now in the Service, 
mak neceſſarily, by the late Augmentation, have a great 
Number of raw, undiſciplined Men in it. | 
For this Reaſon, Sir, I muſt think, that the only Queſ- 
bon now before us is, Whether the Number of Land- 
Forces, propoſed by the Eſtimate now upon our Table, be 
lie leaſt Number that ought to be kept up for the Defence 
if this Kingdom; and as this Queſtion was never, I believe, RM 
amaſſed, but in the Committee of Supply, I cannot think 
* proper for our preſent Conſideration. 

Gentlemen I find, Sir, are mighty apt to find fault with 

Number of our Officers; and I do not in the leaſt won- 
erat it: The Expence and Danger of ſuch, are popular 
Topics that will, I believe, be made uſe of againſt every fu- 

Ver, VI, Z ture, 
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ture, as well as they have been againft every paſt Admin; 
ſtration, Some of thoſe, who now infiſt upon thoſe Io 
pics, may remember their having been made uſe of ayzing 
themlelves ; but, I am ſure, no Gentleman will ſay, that x 
Army can be kept up without Officers: I believe it will bs 
generally allowed, that the more Officers there are in ux 
Army, the better it will always be. The French have; 


greater Number of Officers in Proportion than we hav, i | 
and it is this that makes their Armies ſo formidable; fv 
their common Men are rather worſe than thoſe of any , 
their Neighbours. It is their great Number of Ofen 
that has generally made their Troops ſuperior to the Gn 
mans; and as the French Nation has always been our noi, ; 
formidable Enemy, we ought to take care to render e 
Troops, at leaſt, as good at theirs: If we can fall upon wi,” 
Method to render them better, we ought to make uſe of i WW. 
becauſe our Troops are not near ſo numerous. vill 
We have, it is true, Sir, and muſt have a great Nunbe «; 
of Officers, as long %s we keep up either Fleet or Army l,;; 
but I do not know, that the Nation is alarmed at the Inf forg 
ence attending ſo many Places Civil and Military. I RE iy 
great Pains have been taken to raiſe ſuch an Alarm; but, de; 
hope, without any Effect; for Government cannot be , 
ported without Places Civil and Military, and the Numbe lat 
of them mutt always bear a Proportion to the Largenels d 
the Society to which they belong, and the Uſe that $c aloft 
may have for them. Without a proper Number of O de! 


both our Fleets and Armies, mult always produce an 


bliſh a Body of Marines, no Gentleman can doubt of « 


cers in a Society, Diſorder and Confuſion mult enſue; a 
therefore, I cannot think it right to-endeavour to alam 
People of a Society with the Number of Officers Civil u 
Military, unleſs there were really a great Number more th 
were neceſſary for ſupporting Order, and preventing Cc 

fion, which, I am ſure, is not the Caſe of this Nation 
preſent. In War we muſt have more than we have Ucc 
tion for in Peace; therefore I am ſurprized to hear thus 
who were ſo ſanguine for a War, pretending to be am 
at the Influence of ſuch a Number -of Officers. Th 
could not but foreſee, that, in Time of War, we mult increa 


creaſe in the Number of our Officers, both Civil and Mi 
tary. Om: 

But this, Sir, is departing from the Queſtion in Hat 
If we are to have a Body of Marines, we muſt have a | 
per Number of Officers for commanding that Body; and 
no Gentleman denies our being under a Neceſſity to © 


being under an equal Neceſſity to appoint a ſufficient 2 


11 
ber of Officers for commanding them. The only Queſtion Anno 13, Geo. 
un before us is, Whether we ſhall diminiſh the Number II 1739.., 
if our Land-Forces, by drawing from thence a Body of 
\zrines; and this being a Quettion not yet ripe for our 
(oofideration, nor proper while we are in a Houſe, as I 
ure already ſhewn, I cannot agree to it. 


Joſeph Danvers, Eſq; 


$1 ©: | 

: | am glad to find that every Gentleman, who has ſpoke 7x... 
in this Ds ſeems convinced of the Neceſſity —_ ee wy 
ning a Body of Marines. They are, in my Opinion, Sir, 
ſo neceſſary, that I ſhall be not only for raiſing, but keep- 
ng them. After they are once properly diſciplined, they 
wil do as well at Land, as any of the Regiments we have 
oon Foot, and always when we ſtand in need of it, they 
will be of great Service at Sea. I have had the Honour, 
Gir, to ſerve my Country at Sea. It is now, indeed, a long 
while ago, almoſt five and thirty Years ; but I have not quite 
forgot what I then obſerved ; and, as I have been at Sea, and 
have ſeen Marines on Ship-board, I know better what Uſe 
they may be of, than thoſe who never were in that Service. 
Fir, there are many Services on board a Man of War, which 
Marines in a very ſhort time become as fit for, as the beſt 
ad moſt thorough-bred Seamen. They cannot, indeed, go 
loft, but they can ſoon learn to manage the Guns, hawl in 
the Anchors, and, in ſhort, every other Service that 1s to be 
performed upon Deck, or any where between Decks. | 

« It is true, Sir, that even for theſe Services, Men muſt 
have ſome Experience: They muſt be for a few Days, or 
perhaps fora few Weeks, at Sea, in order to ſeaſon them to 
that Climate, to learn to ſtand upon their Legs, and to make p 
ttemſelves acquainted with the ſeveral Services that are to 
be performed on Deck, or between Decks. A Soldier, 
therefore, let him have been trained to military Diſcipline 
* long as you will, is as unfit for being a Marine, as any 
tellow juſt taken from the Plough, or as the meereſt Vaga- 
bond that can be picked up in the Streets. Sir, a Soldier 
anda Marine are, I may fay, quite different Creatures: 
They are as different as an Otter and a Fox. Why then 
ould you diminiſh the Number of your diſciplined Soldiers, 
kr the ſake of forming a Body of Marines, when new- 
niled Men are every whit as fit for the Service? As we 
are now had a long Tract of peaceable Times, there mult 
in every City and Town, and in every Corner of the 
Country, a great Number of idle Fellows, who are not only 
i burden, but very troubleſome and dangerous to the Coun- 


uy - 
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Anno 13, Geo. try where they at preſent reſide. It will be a public Bee. 
IE 1739. fit to rid the Country of them, and they may be uſefuly 
WV employed as Marines on board our Men of War. It woull 
therefore, in my Opinion, be a double Prejudice to the 
Country, to form a-Body of Marines by making 
out of our Foot-Regiments ; becauſe it would be drawiy 
away from us thoſe Men who, in caſe of an Invaſion, wou 
be of great Service to their Country, and leaving at Hone 
thoſe, who are at preſent a Burden, and who, in caſe of u 
Invaſion, would be very apt to join the Enemies of tber 

Country. | 
I ſhal! grant, Sir, that the regular Troops we have noy 
* on Foot. would be better for immediate Land- Service, thay 
| a Body of Marines wholly compoſed of new-raiſed Men; 
but unleſs we ſhould be invaded at Home, I can ſee no Re. 
ſon to ſuppoſe, that we ſhall have immediate Uſe for either, 
1 We are not, I hope, to make any Attack upon the Spai. 
4 ards at Land in any Part of Europe; and if we ſhauld re- 
4 ſolve to attack them at Land in America, we cannot propal 
to ſend out a Fleet with Land-Forces on board for that Pur. 
poſe, till towards the End of next Summer, becauſe the 
Heats in that Part of the World are ſo exceſſive in the dun 
mer-Time, that our Troops would probably ſuffer more by 
them than they could by the Enemy. Confidering the Hy 
mour that, at preſent, prevails in the Nation, we may, [ 
hope, be able to compleat the Body of Marines propoſed, 
by new Levies,in a Month or two; and, in that Caſe, they 
will have ſeven or eight Months to learn their Diſcipline, 
before we can ſend them out upon any Expedition againit the 
Enemy, where Land-Forces are requifite In that Time 
they may be as expert in the. Diſcipline proper far Land- 
Service, as any of the Regiments we have now on Foot, 
and would, I hope, behave as well as could be expected 
from any Body of Men whatever; but as it will, probably, 
. be neceſſary to ſend a greater Number of Land -F 
upon any Expedition we may undertake, than the whol: 
Number of Marines now propoſed- to be raiſed, 1 believe 
our Marines. go when they will, muſt be accompanied by 
fome of the Foot-Regiments now in the Service; wha 
ſhews, that we ought not to diminiſh our preſent Quota d 
Land Forces, by drawing ſuch a Number out, in order u 

ſorm 2 Body of Marines. : : 
| + Whether 28,000 Men be neceſſary for our Defence! 
Home, is not now, Sir, the Queſtion. Suppoſe that fo g 
a Number may not be neceſſary ; yet, ſurely, in Time « 
War, we ought to raiſe and keep up a greater Number d 
Land-Forces than is barely necefiary for our Defence ben 
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tome. We ought to have ſuch a Number on Foot, as Anno 13, Geo 
zzy enable his Majeſty to ſend 8 or 10,000 Abroad upon II. 1739. 
Expedition he may think fit to undertake, for diſtrefling VV 
ie Enemy in their own Dominions. Sir, as I-moſt hear- 

ily wiſh to ſee the War proſecuted in the moſt vigorous | 
unner, and as I do not know but that we have more Ene- p 
nies than we as yet know of, I ſhall be ſo far from reiolv- 

pp to grant no greater Number of Land- Forces than are 

i& neceſſary for our Defence at Home, that I am reſolved, 

cane here, this Seſſion, reſolved, to grant as many Land- 

arces, Seamen, and Marines, as his Majeſty ſhould deſire ; 

xd fince I came here, I have heard nothing that can in 

ie leaſt ſhake this Reſolution ; for if more Land Forces 

e cefired than are neeeſſary for our Defence at Home, I 

all ſuppoſe his Majeſty intends to ſend out a ſufficient 

umber of them for attacking the Enemy Abraad; and I 

1 fare no Gentleman would defire, that his Majeſty ſhould 

xr nunicate to us his Intentions in this reſpect, or ſhould 

|| us what Number of Land- Forces he propoſes to ſend 

road for this Purpoſe. | 

have not as yet peruſed the Eſtimates that were laid 

ore us Yeſterday, no more than the Honourable Geatle- 

an that ſpoke laſt; but, Sir, I am extremely glad to hear, 

his Majeſty deſires no more than 28 or 29,000 Land- 

orces, and 6 or 7000 Marines, for the Service of the enſu- 

ky Year, It is to me a convincing Proof, that we have no- 

bing to fear, for next Year at leait, but from Spain alone; 

dif that Nation ſtands alone againſt us but for one Year, , 
lope we ſhall be able to give a very good Account of our 

npaign, I expected, indeed, that the Demand would 

are been much greater, and therefore I am ſurprized to 

ar Gentlemen boggling at ſach a Demand, and endea- 

uring to perſuade this Houſe not to agree to it; for this 

ake to be the plain Meaning of the Motion now under 

r Confideration, His Majeſty has defired 28, 00 Land- 

es, and 6000 Marines; and we are deſired to tell him 

y wy of Addreſs, that we will grant him the 6000 Ma- 

bes, but then they muſt be draughted out of the 28,000 

Forces. Is not this an abſolute Retuſal of the Num- 

er of Land Forces defired ? Is it not directly telling him, 

U we will grant him but 22,000 Land-Forces ? This is 

anly the Light this Motion ought to be confidered in; 

Im this Light, | hope there are not many in this Houſe 

vill agree to it, 

Jam as much, Sir, as any Man, againſt keeping up 2 

merous Standing-Army in Time of Peace, I wiſh there 

* not a red Coat to be ſeen within the Kingdom. A 

Standing - 
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Anno 13, Geo, try where they at preſent reſide. It will be a public Bene. 
II. 1739. fit to rid the Country of them, and they may be uſefully 
W enployed as Marines on board our Men of War. It would 
| therefore, in my Opinion, be a double Prejudice to the 
Country, to form a-Body of Marines by making Draught, 
out of our Foot- Regiments; becauſe it would be drawing 
away from usthoſe Men who, in caſe of an Invaſion, would 
be of great Service to their Country, and leaving at Home 
thoſe, who are at preſent a Burden, and who, in caſe of a 
Invaſion, would be very apt to join the Enemies of thei 
Country. | | 
I I ſhall grant, Sir, that the regular Troops we have noy 
on Foot. would be better for immediate Land-Service, thay 
a Body of Marines wholly compoſed of new- raiſed Men; 
but unleſs we ſhould be invaded at Home, I can ſee no Rea. 
ſon to ſuppoſe, that we ſhall have immediate Uſe for either, 
We are not, I hope, to make any Attack upon the $pari. 
ards at Land in any Part of Europe; and if we ſhould te- nm 
ſolve to attack them at Land in America, we cannot propoſe 
to ſend out a Fleet with Land-Forces on board for that Pur. 
poſe, till towards the End of next Summer, becauſe the 
Heats in that Part of the World are ſo exceſſive in the dun- 
mer-Time, that our Troops would probably ſuffer more by 
them than they could by the Enemy. Conſidering the Hi 
mour that, at preſent, prevails in the Nation, we may, eres, 
hope, be able to compleat the Body of Marines 
by new Levies,in a Month or two; and, in that Caſe; d 
will have ſeven or eight Months to learn their Diſcipline 
before we can ſend them out upon any Expedition againſt the 
Enemy, where Land-Forces are requiſite. In that Tim 
they may- be as expert in the Diſcipline proper far Land 
Service, as any of the Regiments we have now on. Foe 


and would, I hope, behave as well as could be er veſted 
from any Body of Men whatever; but as it will, probably 8 ke | 
' be neceſſary to ſend a greater Number of Land-ForcesAbroad 
upon any Expedition we may undertake, than the be 
Number of Marines now propoſed to be raiſed; I belien 
our Marines. go when they will, muſt be accompanied | 
fome of the Foot-Regiments now in the Service ; whid 
ſhews, that we ought not to diminiſh our preſent Quota « 
Land Forces, by drawing ſuch a Number out, in order N we 
form 2 Body of Marines. Z . 
Whether 28,000 Men be neceſſary for our Defence 
Home, is not now, Sir, the Queſtion, Suppoſe that fo gil! 
a Number may not be neceſſary ; yet, ſurely, in Time Fl an 
War. we ought to raiſe and keep up a greater Number qeroy 
Land- Forces than is barely neceſſary for our Defence be 
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4 Home. We ought to have ſuch a Number on Foot, as Anno 13. eo 


th ui enable his Majeſty to ſend 8 or 10,000 Abroad upon IL 1739. 

d Expedition he may think fit to undertake, . for diſtrefing LV 

the ! e Enemy in their own Dominions. Sir, as I-moſt hear- 

amy i wiſh to ſee the War proſecuted in the moſt vigorous 

ving nner, and as I do not know but that we have more Ene- F 
dun ies than we as yet know of, I ſhall be ſo far from reſolv- | 
ome ig to grant no greater Number of Land- Forces than are 

fu veceſſary for our Defence at Home, that I am reſolved, 

their WW came here, this Seffion, reſolved, to grant as many Land- 


Forces, Seamen, and Marines, as his Majeſty ſhould deſire; 
ud fince I came here, I have heard nothing that can in 
ie leaſt ſhake this Reſolution ; for if more Land Forces 
+ cefired than are neeeſſary for our Defence at Home, I 
ball ſuppoſe his Majeſty intends to ſend out a ſufficient 
umber of them for attacking the Enemy Abraad ; and I 
n ſure no Gentleman would defire, that his Majeſty ſhould 
mmunicate to us his Intentions in this reſpect, or ſhould | 
|| us what Number of Land- Forces he propoſes to ſend | 
road for this Purpoſe. 
have not as yet peruſed the Eſtimates that were laid 
dre us Yeſterday, no more than the Honourable Geatle- 
un that ſpoke Jatt ; but, Sir, I am extremely glad to hear, 
bat his Majeſty defires no more than 28 ar 29,000 Land- 
ares, and 6 or 7000 Marines, for the Service of the enſu- 
; Year, It is to me a convincing Proof, that we have no- 
ung to fear, for next Year at leaſt, but from Spain alone; 
Mif that Nation ſtands alone againſt us but for one Year, 
lope we ſhall be able to give a very good Account of our 
npaign, I expected, indeed, that the Demand would 
we been much greater, and therefore I am ſurprized to 
ur Gentlemen boggling at ſach a Demand, and endea- 
ing to perſuade this Houſe not to agree to it; for this 
ake to be the plain Meaning of the Motion now under 
r Conſideration, His Majeſty has defired 28, 00 Land- 
aces, and Gooo Marines; and we are deſired to tell him 
my of Addreſs, that we will grant him the 6000 Ma- 
es, but then they muſt be draughted out of the 28,000 
al. Forces. Is not this an abſolute Retuſal of the Num- 
rof Land Forces defired ? Is it not directly telling him, 
* we will grant him but 22,000 Land- Forces? This is 
anly the Light this Motion ought to be conſidered in; 
ln this Light, I hope there are not many in this Houſe 
twill agree to it. | 
Tam as much, Sir, as any Man, againſt keeping up a 
Uwerous Standing-Army in Time of Peace, I wiſh there 
* not a red Coat to be ſeen within the Kingdom. A 
| Standing - 
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Anno 13, Geo Standing-Army is in all Countries an Evil, and in a' fre, 
II. 1739. Country it is a greater Evil than in any other; but it is a 
Evil we muſt ſubmit to, for the ſake of avoiding a greater 
| and, in Time of War, when we muſt always be in mo 
Danger of that greater Evil, than 'in Time of Peice, 
ſhall never be for diminiſhing the leſſer Evil; for if o 
Army were ten times as numerous as it is, we ought to ſul 
mit to it, rather than expoſe ourſelves to that greater, I m; 
ſay that greateſt of Evils ; for this Reafon, I cannot apre 
with that Part cf the Motion, which adviſes the Marines t 
be formed by Draughts from the preſent Regiments « 
Foot; nor can I agree with that Part of the Motion, whic 
adviſes to have as many private Men, and as few Officers, 
the Nature of the Sorvice will admit; becauſe it ſeems t 
inſinuate, as if fewer Officers in Proportion would do f 
Marines, than for Land Forces. What other Geotlene 
may mean by Marines, I do not know; but by Marines 
mean, a Body of Troops that may be employed either 
Sea or Land, as Occaſion may require; and if they are 
to be employed at Land, they muſt be regimented, and n 
have the ſame Number, and the fame fort of Officers ti 
are neceſſary for Land Service. Thus, Sir, I have gi 
you my Reaſons for being againſt every Part of the Aden 
propoſed, and for theſe Reaſons I ſhall, moſt heartily, g 
my Negative to the Queſtion,” G 
William Pulteney, Eſq; 
S1 R, 10 a, * 
WilliamPulte- It is a little ſurprizing, that a certain Set of Gent 
ney, Eilg; men, notwithſtanding the many Admonitions they have h 
ſhould always bring his Majeſty's Name into every Det 
that happens in this Houſe. As a private Gentleman, 
I ſhould be ready upon all Occaſions to put a full C 
dence in his Majeſty : To believe we are in Danger, wi 
he ſays, he thinks we are ; and to believe that the Sums 
demands, and the Number of Troops he propoſes, are 
ceſſary for our Security. This, I ſay, I ſhould think! 
felf obliged as a private Gentleman to believe, unlek 
had very good Reaſon to think his Majeſty had been m 
ſormed and impoſed on. But, as a Member of this He 
as a Truſtee for the Purſes, the Liberties and the Privile 
of the People of Great Britain, I am under an indiſpen 
F Obligation, not to allow myſelf to be an implicit Belie 
4 even in my Sovereign. As ſuch, I am, in Duty to nd | 
repreſent, bound to ſuppoſe, that every Speech his Mien, 
makes from the Throne, every Meſſage he ſends under 
Hand in Writing, and much more every Demand ma rst. 
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n Name, is the Speech, the Meſſage, or the Demand, not Anno 13, Seo. 

Gay Sovereign, but of his Minitter ; and that, therefore, II. 1739. 

| xo: only may, but ought to examine it witk great Free- 

4m, and to believe in nothing but what I am convinced of 

F inconteſtable Facts, or unanſwerable Arguments. 
« This, Sir, is my Duty as a Member of this Houſe, and 

va Truſtee for the Purſes, the Liberties, and the Privileges 

the People of Great Britain; therefore, when a Demand 

mes to this Houſe for loading the People with a heavy 

biden, and endangering our Conſtitution, by raiſing, or 

keeping within the Iſland, a numerous 3 f 

nder Pretence of our being in Danger of an Invaſion, tho 

+ be made in his Majeſty's Name, I am to ſuppoſe it comes 

aginally from the Miniſter ; and, upon that Suppoſition, 

| cupht to conſider, whether that Army be demanded for 

rerenting or defeating an Invaſion intended to be made by 

eigners upon our Territories, or for encouraging and 

mdering ſucceſsful an Invaſion intended to be made by Mi- 

lers upon our Rights and Privileges. Gentlemen may 

uk what they will about reaſonable Fears, and cauſelefs 

laloufies, but, in this Caſe, every Man ought to be guided 

lis own Conſcience, and to take particular Care that his 

ugment ſhall not be directed by any ſelfiſh Conſideration ; 

xd, were I the moſt intimate Friend of a Miniſter, as the 

Im:fions of Miniſters have been much more frequent than 

te Invaſiong of Foreigners, I ſhould rather chuſe to be di- 

fed by my jealouſies than my Fears: Nay, were I a Mi- 

ler, or even a Prime-Miniſter, which, I truſt in God, I 

ll never affect to be, I ſhould think him an honeſt Man 

ut ſhewed more Jealouſy of me than Apprehenſion of 

reipn Danger; and as long as my Deſigns were honeſt 

Cjult, I ſhould truſt more upon his Friendſhip, than in the 

rendſhip of thoſe I found ready upon all Occaſions to re- 

tire whatever Impreſſions I had a Mind to make. | 

Hay, Sir, that, as the Invaſions of Miniſters have been 

ch more frequent than the Invaſions of Foreigners, we 

pt, at all times, to be more jealous of the former, than 

ad of the latter; but when Dangers are pretended, 

ich we have no Reaſon to be afraid of, at leaſt no Reaſon 

rich a one as muſt always ſubſiſt, and an Argument is 

n from thence for convincing us we ought to load the 

ple, and endanger our Conſtitution, by keeping a nume- 

u Standing-Army within the Iſland, there is then no room 

Jealouſy the Intention becomes evident, which, in my 

ion, is the Caſe at preſent, It is ridiculous to imagine, 
ide Spaniards ever deſigned to invade us with thoſe 

7s taat have lately marched into Gallicia, When ny 

Ve 
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| Ammo13,Gep. have a real Deſign to invade us, they will never prepare 


II. 1739. 


either to guard againſt our invading them, or to give (on 


Ports within their Dominions, for tranſporting thoſe Tro 


cannot in leſs than three or four Months, provide a ſuffic 
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it in that Quarter, as may be ſufficiently-convinced by E 
perience; becauſe their preparing a Fleet of Tranſport 
any Port in that Province, or in the Bay of Biſcay, m 
always give us a ſeaſonable Alarm. Therefore T mutt « 
poſe, that their marching Troops into that Quarter, 


People here a Pretence for frightning us with the Danger 
our being invaded by them ; but this Pretence can be of 
Weight with thoſe who conſider, that Troops without Shi 
can never be of any dangerous Conſequence to this 1{1 
The Armies of Spain, nay, the Armies of France; let tl 
march where they will, can never give Terror to any! 
of Common-Senſe in this Iſland, unleſs we find they are p 
paring Ships for tranſporting them hither ; and this; I ho 
we ſhall always hear of time enough to prevent the 
— which we may eaſily do as long as we have a ſu 
avy. 
-« Suppoſe, Sir, the Spaniards have a real Defign io i 
us, and that they have marched their Troops into Galliciz 
that Purpoſe; we know they have no Fleet of Tranſpe 
Ships either in the Ports of that Province, ot in any « 


to this Iſland. If they deſign to invade us with fuck 
Number of Troops, as ought to give us Uneaſineſs, er 


Fleet for tranſporting them; and in that Interval, as f 
Preparations cannot be privately made, we fhall have ine 
not only to provide for our Defence, . but to put it ont | 


their Power to make the Attempt. This they know bt co 


well, and therefore, I am convinced, they will never e . 
the leaſt Countenance to ſuch a ridiculous Project. But f 
poſe they intended to make an Invaſion upon us with e 
5o0o0o Men, which is the greateſt Number they could prog. con 
Traniports for, without giving us timely Notice of ti 
Deſign ; are we to keep 28,000 Men, or even 18,000 Nach 
here at Home, to guard us againſt ſuch an Attempt? era 
the Numbers of the Diſaffected here et Home ſo great, 
4 or 5000 Men would enable them to overturn our Gore 
ment, tho' ſupported by more than double that Nambe 
regular Troops in Ireland, and more than treble the Mer gf 
ber in Great Britain? This is what no Man, whoisa F 
to the Illuſtrious Family now upon our Fhrone, will t ay, 
and therefore, no Man that is a Friend to our preſent izt 
bliſiment ought, I think, to pretend that we are in the Qryin 


Danger of an Invaſion. But x 


An Invaſion, Sir, with ſuch a ſmall Number of Ye ped i 


O17) 


cid War in the Bowels of the Kingdom. Even the few 
iaffected we have amongſt us would be ſhy of Joining, 
ich a ſmall Body of Troops: I am convinced, no Man © 

Family or Fortune would ; and, therefore, I arfi convinced 
they would re-imbark, if we gave them leave, as ſoon as 
y found themſelves diſappointed of the expected Aſſiſt- 
e, or would ſurrender to the firſt Body of our Troops 

bit againſt them, in caſe they found they could not re- im- 
uk. From hence I muſt conclude, that, as long as Spain 
zatinnes alone in the War againſt us, we are not in the 
at Danger of an Invaſion ; and ſuppoſe France ſhould 
in with Spain, we ſhould have no Occaſion to provide 
-ink an Invaſion, eſpecially by raiſing a numerous Army 
be kept within the Iſland, till they had begun to make 
reparations for that Purpoſe. I do not ſuppoſe that France 
ill join in the War againſt us: I am almoſt certain they 
il nat, if we take right Meaſures to prevent it. But, if 


et that they will, I am ſure we have not yet provided, or 


d 23 France has not yet jomed, nor probably will for ſome 
anths to come, inſtead of being ſo curious and nice, as we 
we beer, ſince the Beginning of this War, about having 
wert Seamen for manning our Ships of War, we ſhould 
we begun with taking as few expert Seamen as poſſible, 
i filling up the reſt of every Ship's Complement with 
ines, or able · bodied: Landmen. This, I ſay, we ought 
ure done, becauſe, whilſt we were at War with a Nation 
at could make no Head againſt us at Sea, we ought to 
we taken the Opportunity to increaſe our Body of Sea- 
mn, by inſtructing and ſeaſoning Landmen to the Service, 
order to provide againſt a Nation's entering into the War, 
at could make ſome Head againſt us at Sea. If we had 
ke this, neither our Seamen nor our Trade would have been 
nuch diſtreſſed, nor would the Enemy's Privateers have 
werſed the Seas in Purſuit of our Merchant-men with fo 
Ki Safety and Succeſs; and in a Year or two's time, we 
ud have ſo much increaſed our National Stock of Sea- 
n, as to have very little to apprehend from the united 
wer of France and Spain. What the Event of the War 
be, God only knows! I wiſh it may be ſucceſsful ; but I 
it ay, that, in my Opinion, we have not hitherto taken 
gat Meaſure ia preparing for it, nor one vigorous Step 
Qrrying it on. | | 
' But now, Sir, ſuppoſe France were already actually 
bged in the War againſt us, I ſhall grant, that we ought 
Aa in 


For. VI. 


gold hardly raiſe any Commotion, much leſs a dangerous Anno 13, Geo: 


key ſhould join, or if we have now any reaſonable Cauſe to 


poſed a ſufficient. Number either of Seamen or Marines; 
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13, Geo in that Caſe to have a greater Number of Land. Foce: ; 
1739- Foot than we have at prefent ; but ſhould thoſe 
kept at Home to defend us againſt Invaſions ? No, Sir 
Jong as we are Maſters at Sea, with regard to Invaſions, y 
have almoſt as little to fear from France, as from gya 
Neither of them can invade this happy Ifland with x 
conſiderable Number of Troops, without a long and expe 
five Preparation; Which Preparation can be made no where 
but in one of their Sea-Ports, and there we may (end 3 
deſtroy it, or lock it up, as foon as we hear of it, which 
ſhall always do long before it can be ready to pot to he 
Even in this Caſe therefore, inſtead of keeping our Troq 
encamped or quarter'd at Home, we ought to ſend the gten 
Part of them on board our Fleet, or to our foreign Don 
| nions, from whence they could eafily make Incurfions 
Invaſions upon the Enemy. For our Security here at Hom 
if we keep a ſtrong Squadron in the Channel, with a go 
Number of Ships ready to be put in, Commiſſion, we f 
never have Occaſion to be afraid of an Invafion ; and if 
would but take a little more Care cf our Militia, than 
have done for many Years paſt, we ſhould always be a 
and ready to repel any ſudden Incurſion, nay more rex 
than we can propoſe to be any other way; for we cant 
propoſe to keep 4 or 5000 regular Troops in each Count 
whereas, if Pains had not been taken to render our Mi i: 
deſpicable, in order to make a Standing. Army neceſ 
the Militia of any one County in England would be able nes; 
encounter, and probably defeat ſuch a ſmall Number of! 
vaders, without the Aſſiſtance of our regular Army. 
« Thus, Sir, it appears, that for the ſake of defending dee 
againſt an Invaſion, we have not the leaſt Occafion 
keeping a Standing-Army of 28'or 29,000 Men here 
Home; and therefore, as we have that Number now 
Foot in this Ifland, we may eafily ſpare to ſend 6 or 80 int 
of them to ſerve as Marines on board our Men of Anerj 
But now ſuppoſe we intend to make an Attack 7 annot 
Enemy, as I hope we do, the Gentlemen who have ip 
upon the other Side of the Queſtion have told us, we ll or 
not propoſe to ſend out any Troops for that Purpoſe beſi wels 
the End of next Summer. If this be the Caſe, why M ed 
we raiſe any new Troops before the old are ſent out ? It on; 
then be time enough to conſider, whether it be neceflary er in 
us to replace them, and in caſe it ſhould, it may f 
done by new Levies, and in the mean time the Pay e 
Number of ufeleſs Troops will be ſaved to the Nation. Wn: c: 
hope we do not intend to ſend our new-raifed Troops, n 2 
them Marines, or what you will, upon any Expedit 70 
| PR”: 
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rial the Enemy. What will thoſe Genttemen fay, who Anno r3, geo | 
he for many Years been telling us, that new. raiſed Troops II. 1739. 
ye good for nothing, and that therefore we ought to keep 
numerous Standing-Army always on Foot? How can 
deſe Gentlemen, I fay, anſwer for it, if they ſhould now, 
a Time of War, ſend new-raiſed Troops upon the moſt 
rgerous Service, and keep at Home, where there is no 
Danger, thoſe Veterans, for whoſe Skill in martial Diſci- 
zline the Nation has, for ſo many Yeats, paid ſuch large 
mul Sums of Money? Will it not then with Juflice be 
id, that our Veteran Troops are kept at Home only for a 
Iaree-Show 3 and that our new-raiſed Troops are ſent 
Abroad againſt the Evemy, becaufe they cannot fo hand- 
bmely dance thro* their Exerciſes at a Review? 

„dir, this may, perhaps, look a little ludicrous; but if 
x conſiler what an Effect this Conſideration may have 
wan Men, who have any regard to their Honour, it muſt 
near ſerious to every Man, who has a regard for our | 
peſent happy Eſtabliſhment. In Tours of Fatigue, a Sol- 
ter, or a Regiment of Soldiers may excuſe their not being 
employed ; but in Tours of Danger, eſpecially where 
Glory and Riches may be acquired, every Soldier, and every 
Corps of Soldiers, that have any Honour, muſt look upon 
tz an Aﬀront, if they are not employed in their Turn. 
This, Sir, may make our Veteran Troops our greateſt Ene- 
nis; and by ſuch Means, that very Army, which, for ſo 
ny Years, has been kept up for the Security of the Royal 
fanily, may be the Cauſe of its Overthrow, and may pro- 
ce as great a Revolution in this Kingdom, as ever a Mu- 
lay of the Janizaries did in Turkey. | 

For this Reaſon, Sir, as well as for the ſake of Succefs, 
| toe our beſt Troops will be ſent out upon any Expedition 
e intend for attacking the Enemy, either in Europe or 
Anerica, But I am ſurprized to hear Gentlemen ſay, we 
not propoſe to attack Spain in Europe, or fend out any bo 
edition againſt them till the End of next Summer. I " 
ul grant it is not our Buſineſs to attempt making any Con- 
ſels upon them in Europe; but is this a Reaſon why we 
loud not annoy them as much as poſſible, by making In- 
whons, and plundering. the -Coatts of their Dominions, 

en in Europe? Can they prevent this as long as we are 

urers at Sea? No, Sir; notwithſtanding the numerous 
my they have, they cannot prevent it; becauſe a Fleet of 

ups can ſail faſter from one Part of the Coaſt to another, 
un a Body of Troops can march; and therefore, if we , 
u 7 or 8000 Land-Forces on board the Squadron we now 
we upon their Coaſts, they might often find an Opportu- 
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II. 1739. Country, and to retire again with Safety on board the; 
ships, before the Spaniards could gather together a ſufficien 
Body of Troops to oppoſe them. By this Means, we migh 
| harraſs their Troops, and keep their whole Sea Colt in 
perpetual Alarm; and, perhaps, find an Opportunity to de 
ftroy thoſe, Works our Tameneſs ſome Years ſince alloye 
them to ere, within Cannon-Shot of Gibraltar. 
Ils there any Reaſon to be aſſigned, Sir, for delaying t 
ſend Troops upon ſuch an Expedition, till the End of der 
Summer? Cana Reaſon be aſſigned for its not having hee 
already done? I know that the Month of July, Aupuk, 
September, is the proper-Time for ſending out a Body 
Land-Forces to attack the Spaniards in America; and 
likewiſe know, that, if we had followed the Example eit 
of Queen Elizabeth or Oliver Cromwell, we ſhould be 
begun the War with ſuch an Expedition. I hope to f 
more vigorous and better-concerted Meaſures taken n 
Summer: I hope to ſee an Expedition ſent out for annoyir 
the Spaniſh Dominions in Europe, and another for conque 
ing ſome Part of their Dominions in America ; but bet 
T think, may be undertaken without raiſtng ſo much as 0 
new Regiment; becauſe out of 28,000 Men, the Num 
of our regular Forces now on Foot in this Iſland, we u 
ſpare a ſufficient Number of Troops for both. As we ha 
now ſuch a prodigious Navy at Sea, I do not think we h; 
Uſe for a greater Number of Troops at Home, than 
ever had in Times of the moſt profound Tranquillity; : 
therefore I think, we may ſpare to fend at leaſt 16,0 
againſt the Enemy, which is a ſufficient Number for be 
theſe Expeditions, and a ſufficient Number for any Oc 
fion we may have, as long as Spain ſtands alone in the 
againſt us. If France, indeed, ſhould declare in favour 
Spain, we mult then augment our Land- Force both Abr 
and at Home; but this we may eaſily and almoſt inftan 
do by new Levies, and by taking foreign Troops into 
Pay; and, till this Event happens, we ought to ſave all 
can, in order to be the better able to ſupport ſuch a he 
War, when it happens to break out. | a 
Frugality, Sir, is extremely neceſſary at the Begin 
of every War; becauſe, after, a War is once begun, no\ 
can tel! when it will end. The preſent War may de 
longer Continuance than ſome People imagine. I 
more Pears that way, than I ſhall now explain. 1 
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now only ſay, that, if we accept of no Peace but an aks 
nourable one, the War will not, I believe, be ſoon nn for 
and, therefore, we ought to take Care not to run our nr ſe 
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on he moſt vigorous and beſt-concerted Meaſures, the War 
ci wy laſt for ſeveral Years, and may become much more 
nigh 7 than it is at preſent; but, if our Meaſures ſhould 


ereafter be as much influenced by our Fears of an Invaſion, 
they ſeem by this Debate to be at preſent, I may pro- 
qheſy that we ſhall never be able to bring it to a happy or 
tnourable Concluſion. If our Fears of an Invaſion at 
Home ſhould fo much engroſs our Care and Attention, as 


Is p prevent our being able to take due Care of our Trade or 
z bee Dominions Abroad, the War may, perhaps, end in the 
ut, MY belruction or Loſs of a great Part of both; which God, 


i his infinite Mercy, will, I-hope, prevent; for, beſides 
te Ruin it would bring upon this Nation, it would very 
noch endanger our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, and con- 
kquently the Proteſtant Religion, and the Liberties of 


to lurope. : 

nn « For this Reaſon, Sir, we ought not to allow ourſelves to 
noyir | induced, by groundleſs Fears, to be at the Expence of 
20que nilng or keeping up more Forces, either at Home or A- 
t bot 


had, chan are abſolutely neceſſary; and thoſe we do keep 
wp ought to be employed in the molt vigorous manner, and 
n thoſe Places where they can molt annoy the Enemy, or 
entribute moſt to the Advantage of their Country. It is 


ve ha er Buſineſs in this Houſe to grant what Supplies are ntceſ- 
ve ue for the public Service; but it is likewiſe our Buſineſs 
han badviſe his Majeſty to make uſe of the moſt frugal Me. 
ya, and even to point out thoſe Methods, which we think 
16% de the moſt frugal and effectual. For this Purpoſe we 
or b bnd in need of no ſecret Intelligence; and therefore, tho 
O cinnot preſcribe, we may give our Advice with regard 
the ether to Peace or War, This is our Duty ; this is all that 


vou 2tccmpted at preſent ; and if doing our Duty in this re- 
ſect is to be called Animoſity, it is a laudable Animoſity : 
tis ſuch an Animoſity as, I hope, will ever prevail in this 
loſe, An Honourable Gentleman was pleaſed to make 
n Ooſervation, that thoſe who have the right Side are gene- 
ally the cooleſt in the Argument: I ſhall give him two for 
s one ; tho I am far from ſaying, that either of them is 


eg inn lcable to any Gentlemen in this Houſe. One is, that 
nee Deceitful, who have a mind to impoſe upon the Under- 
ay be landing, are always extremely cool in their Arguments ; 

| the other is, that the Advocate who ſpeaks for his Fee, 


kom ſhews ſuch a natural Warmth, as the Man that 
aks in his own Cauſe. In this Houſe it would be in 
un for any Man to attempt to impoſe, and I hope I ſhall 
wer ſee any Man in it ſpeak for his Fee; but 1 do not at 
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Anno 13. Geo all wonder to ſee a decent Warmth expreſſed; far I hör 
II. 739 every Man thinks he ſpeaks in his own Cauſe, becauſe i 
the Cauſe of his Country. | 
© The preſent Queſtion, Sir, is, I think, as much 
Cauſe of my Country as any Queſtion that ever. happen 
in this Houſe, The War we are now engaged in 1s, it; 
true, as yet but a Bauble : It is as yet a ſort of Toy we nn 
play a little with; but it may become one of the m 
heavy and dangerous Wars this Nation was ever engaoy 
in; and then we may have Cauſe to repent of every $i; 
ling we needleſsly threw away at the Beginning, II 
is as great a Difference between being à Mifer and bai 
frugal, as there is between being frugal and being prodig 
Frugality is the Mearj which a wiſe Man will always ch; 
but the Fool generally launches out into Prodigality, i 
order to ſhun the Imputation of being a Miſer. In this Wy 
I hope, we ſhall put ourſelves to no Expence for the fake 
Shew: We have had Raree-Shews enough already: I hay 
| we ſhall now make the beſt, the moſt efieQual Uſe of ey 
Squadron we fit out, and every Regiment we raiſe or keg 
on Foot; and I hope we ſhall neither fit out, nor raiſe 
keep up any more than we have immediate Occafion f 
In Time of Peace, theſe expenſive Raree Sbews only p 
vented our paying off our old Debt; but in Timeof V 
they will make us contract new, and, by breaking our Ct 
dit, may bring ſudden Perdition upon the Nation, 
This, Sir, is one of the greateſt Dangers we lie expo 
to; and to obviate this Danger is the Intention of the M 
tion now under our Confideration. It has no Relation e N. 
any Eſtimate: It relates only to his Majeſty's Speech, 
which we are told, his Majeſty had judged. it proper, . Ocer 
Body of Marines ſhould be raiſed ; therefore, we have Oer; 
Occaſion to look into any Eſtimate ; for this Motion nigh 
have been made and agreed to, tho' none of the Eſtima 
had been laid before us, But I am ſurprized to hear 
Gentleman ſay, that ſuch a Motion cannot come propet 
before us, till we take the Eſtimates into our Conſideniſ r de 
in the Committee of Supply. If it had been delayed ; 
that Time, I am ſure, it would have been called a very Numb 
poſterous Motion, perhaps, even by thoſe who now d 
premature. In the Committee of Supply we 
approve of, or reject the Eſtimates : I hope the Genen 
who now think this Motion improper, would not have 
\ when we go into the Committee of Supply, to re Wl the 
Eſtimate for Marines, in order to conſider of and agree 
this Motion; and, I am ſure, it would be ridiculous to 
or agree to ſuch a Motion, after we have approv 2 


——_—_ — 
FS 
- * 


ea. Ju CT 2 
9 * . . . Xx ” - —— — . = 


* * 
anc 4 


gene 


4 
14 
by 


*. 


5 
4 
4 
A 
4 

| 
7 


( 183 ) 
"ate for raiſing the Marines by new Levies. But if Anno 1 
— ſhould now be agreed to, we may put off tak H. 2, 2990 
the Marine · Eſtimate into our Confideration, till we have: 
1 2 from his Majeſty to this Addreſs; and if he ſhould 
ore of our Advice, he would certainly order a new Eſli- 
pate, conformable thereto, to be laid before us. | 
| The preſent is, therefore, the only proper Time for 
pking this Motion into our Conſideration ; and as I have 
tewn, that we ean have no Occafion for ſuch a great Num- 
ter of Land- Forces, beſides Marines, I think the Motion 
git to be agreed to. I ſhall moſt readily join in Opinion, 
tat a Body of Marines ought to be formed; and that it 
wpht to be ſuch a one as may, upon Occaſion, be fit for 
lud as well as Sea-Service. But Gentlemen ſeem to miſ- 
ake the principal Deſign of having a Body of Marines: 
They ought to be principally deſigned to come in Aid of 
ur national Stock of Seamen, and that we may not be 
liged to draw away from our Trade too many of that 
weefiry Body of Men. If this be, as it ought to be, the 
ief Deſign, there is no Occaſion for forming them into 
tegiments, or for putting ourſelves to the Expence of hav- 
kgany Generals or Field-Officers of Marines. Such Offi- 
es of Marines are no ways neceſſary for any Service, un- 
& it be for the Service of Miniſters in this Houſe. The 
ence of ſuch Officers is, therefore, what we may and 
wht to ſave to the Nation, It is an Expence in which 
hive been long moſt extravagant, even with reſpe to | 
u Land- Army, We have long been at as great an an- 
al Expence for our Land- Army, as would maintain double | 
ke Number, according to the Eftabliſhment in any other 
puntry of Europe. In France, it is true, as they have 
(ficers en Seconde, they may have as many, perhaps more 
(ficers than we; bat the Pay of their Officers is not near 
am! to ours; and if it were, France would be but a bad 
tumple for us. In that abſolute Monarchy, they have a 
rat Number of Officers, in order to have a great Number 
| their Nobility employed in their Army, and thereby 
ey dependent upon the Crown. 
This, Sir, is the true Reaſon, why the French have ſach 
Number of Officers, and not, as an Honourable Gentleman , 
been pleaſed to aſſert, becauſe? it makes their T 
erior to the Germans; for it is not really fo in Fact. 
Rt laſt Age, the French Troops were better than the Ger- 
kts, becauſe they were much better difciplined ; but now 
kt the Germans are equally diſciplined, tho“ not equally _ 
tered, they are rather better than the French, as appeared 
tte laſt War between theſe two Nations, when the French 
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will venture to ſay, that no Man can go into any other fag 
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ments, than to the Bravery of their Troops, But they 


Reaſon that induces the French to have, a. great Number 8v 
Officers, ought to be a Reaſon for us to have as few. as 3, 
fible ; for a great Number of Officers, whether Civil i 
Military, as they are all, by our preſent Conſtitution, in .! 
Nomination, and moſt of them removable at the Pleaſure offer; 


the Crown, mult create ſuch a Dependence upon, and there 
by eſtabliſh ſuch a Power in the Crown, as is -inconfifien 
with a free Government or limited Monarchy. I was real 
ſurprized to hear an Honourable Gentleman fay, that! 
knows of no Alarm ſpread among the People by the 9 
Number of Officers, Civil and Military, we have at preſent 
One would from thence be apt to ſuſpect, that he keer 
Company with none but Officers, Civil or Military ; for 


of Company, without hearing ſome of them expreſs th 
Fears upon this Head: And yet, from his ſaying, thaty 
have no more Officers, Civil or Military, than are neceſ 
for the Ends of Government, one would be apt to ſuſpeb 
that he knew very little of the Nature of thoſe many ne 
Officers that have bgen of late Years created, or of tho 
old Officers that have been ſplit into ſeveral Parts, in orde 
to increaſe the Number of Officers, 
Every Man, Sir, that knows any thing of our p 
Circumſtances, muſt know, that we have a vaſt Number « 
Places that are abſolute Sing-Cures ; and theſe, I am f nne 
can be neceſſary for no End of Government, whatever the 
may be for the Ends of Corruption. Of this ſort, Sir, u 
our late General of Marines; and in the ſame Light hall 
look upon every General, Field-Officer, Pay- Maſter, Cot 
miſſary, and Chaplain of Marines, that ſhall be here: 
created or revived. I know that Marines ought to be Me 
bred to Land, as well as Sea-Diſcipline ; and for this Re 
ſon, Men who have already learned the Land- Diſcipli 
are more fit for Marines, eſpecially as we have immedi 
Uſe for them, than raw or freſh Men, that know nothu 
either of Land or Sea-Diſcipline. But Gentlemen, I fu 
miſtake the Land:Service, which Marines ought to be M: 
ſigned for: If Marines were to ſerve a whole Campaig! | 
Land, and to be made a Part of a regular Land- Army, iter i: 
ſhall grant, that they ought to be formed into Regiment 
and be officered in the ſame manner as other Land-Foro 
are; but this is a Service that Marines ought never to u Ba 
employed in: When ſuch an Army is to be formed, a ua ze 


cient Number of Land- Forces ought to be ſent out for uz 
Purpoſe: The only Land- Service that Marines ont to 
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87 
kigned for, or employed in, is to ſupport our Seamen in Anno, 13 Geo: 


5 wrming 2 Town or Caſtle, after a Squadron of Men of II 1739. 
aber rr has fo battered and bombarded it, as to make an AL CFWYNY 
2s nt practicable; or to make an Incurſion upon ſome open 
ivil (puntry, where there are no regular Troops, or not ſuch 
in Number of regular Troops as can be called an Army, to 
ure pole them; and for both theſe Services a Body of Ma- 

mes, formed into independent Companies, are as good as 


#they were formed into regular Regiments. 
; reall (For this Reaſon, Sir, if we are to raiſe 6 or 7000 Men, - 


that med into ſix Regiments, and regularly officered as other 
ep Land-Forces are, I ſhall conſider them as Land- Forces, 
preſen ud 25 an Addition to our Land-Army. You may call 


dem by that favourite Name, Marines, in order to put a 
; for (heat upon the Public, which I think no way neceſſary 
er lu wen the preſent Occaſion : but you cannot employ them 

WT: Marines: At leaſt if you do, the Field-Officers belonging 
pthem will be quite uſeleſs, and their Pay an unneceſſary 
ef upence to the Public, as long as their Regiments are 
ſuſpeMoployed as Marines. I ſhall readily agree to the forming 
yy ne: Body of 6000 Marines, or double that Number, if it 
tha vad appear to be neceſſary ; but that Body ought, I 

ek, to be formed into independent Companies, and 
nught in Aid of our national Stock of Seamen, in order, 
u have ſaid, to prevent our being forced to draw too 
many Sailors away from our Prade ; and, as we have 
amediate Occaſion to employ them at Land as well as 
k, the private Men ough:, I think, to be drawn from the 
ir, v8Wziments now in our Service, and our beſt and moſt 
(hall WMYeperienced Captains and Subalterns appointed to command 


„Co een. This is the Defign of tae preient Motion, and 
erea lierefore I cannot but approve of it. 

de M © Having already troubled you too long, Sir, for which I 
is Re Pardon, I ſhall conclude with obſerving, that, by the 
ſcipi lerdod of arguing made uſe of in this Debate, by thoſe 
ned1av have ſpoke upon the other Side of the Queſtion, they 
othinWFlre not only condemned all the Arguments they have 
I hotenſclves been making uſe of for theſe 20 Years, in favour 
be “ : Standing Army, but alſo they have condemned the 


Mlefures lately taken for manning our Navy. I believe, 
rm)": no ex perienced Officer in our Army, but will con- 
amen that is requires longer Practice and more Pains to 
- Foroizch common Men a natural and quick Uſe of che Muſket 
r to Gu Bayonet, ſo as that they may exerciſe them in a Body 
ner and without Confuſion, than to make them Maſters 
for th" i! the Marches and Counter-Marches, for Involutions 


ht to its Evolutions, that are practiſed inthe moſt regular Army A 
| an 


A-nno 15, deo and accordingly at all Reviews we find, that Regiment 
N Diſcharging, than in any other Part of the Exerciſe - 


— 
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oftener fail in their regular Firings, or in Char ing and 


Therefore, if new-raiſed Men can in a few Days, or a fey 
Weeks, ſufficiently learn the Uſe of the Muſket and Bayo- 
net, which is the moſt difficult Part of Diſcipline, I um 
ſure, we have no Occafion for keeping a Standing Am 
always on Foot; and however much we may negled n 
gular Firing on board our Men of War, I muſt take Notice 
that when one of our late Spithead-Expeditions, for | 
think, we have had ſeveral, was joined by a ſmall Squadroy 
of Dutch Men of War, it was obſerved, that the Men t 
board the Dutch Ships were daily exerciſed in the Uſe; 
the Fire lock, and that they charged and diſcharged 
regularly and as quickly, as could be expected fro 
regular Troops. 

Thus, Sir, have theſe Gentlemen condemned the chi 
Argument they have been making uſe of for theſe 20 Ye; 
in favour of a Standing Army ; and. by the Argument 
they have now made uſe of in favour of Marines, and f 
our ſupplying that Service by new Levies, they ban 
condemned the whole Tenor of our late Practice for manning 
our Navy. The Hon, Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, who ha 
himſelf had ſome Experience in the Navy, has told ys 
there are many Services on board a Man of War that may 
with a little Experience, be performed by Landmen as wel the 
as Seamen ; and that this Experience may be foon acqui 
by a Fellow juſt come from the Plough, or by 8 Vagabas 
juſt pick'd up in the Streets. I believe what the Hor 
Gentleman ſays to be true, as I ſhall be ready to do un 
Fact he advances : I believe a Ploughman or a Vagaboſ em n. 
if he be an able-bodied. Man, may much fooner learn | 
to hawl in an Anchor, or to perform any ſuch Service c 
board a Man of War, than he can learn the Ute of ii 
Fire- lock; but if this be fo, why, accept of none, ot 
very few, for our Ships of War, but ſuch as were expe 
Seamen? Why, refuſe many able-bodied Vagabond, Mien 
were pick'd up in ſeveral of our Counties, and ſent at BW ouch 
great Charge to the Sea-Ports, where our | 
Captains were poſted, and many able-bodied Landmen iu 
came to offer themſelves to the Service? Why, offer i 
Reward to Landmen, as well as Seamen, that ſhould voi 
tarily come to liſt in his Majeſty's Serviee? Sir, . nin ſy 
Inſtructions our regulating Captains had, I know not; ys 
I know, that they refuſed or rejected a great many Landnvamer 
and not a few Seamen: Whereas, in the Time of fo | 
Diſtreſs, every Man that had no infeRious Diſtemper UP 
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epted, And if we had begun with forming a Body of 
Yarines by Draughts from our regular Regiments, which 
is Majeſty might have done, as ſoon as he found a War 
avoidable 3 we might have replaced them by new Levies, 
ind might by this Time have had in the Weſt-Indies ſuch 
; Number of Marines, as would not only have taken, but 
held any Place we thought fit to attack ; for as our Squadron 


bea, they might, as ſoonas they arrived, have ſent every one 
oC their Marines upon ſome Expedition at Land; and as 
de Enemy bas no regular Army there, a Body of diſciplined 
fldiers, formed into independent Companies of Marines, 
wold have been as fit for the Service, as the beſt and 
pot regular Regiments we can ſend thither 

think I have now anſwered every Objection that has 
hen made to the Motion; I hope, Sir, I have given ſuch 
4rgvments for it, as ate convincing, and therefore, I hope, 
very Gentleman that hears me, will join with me in giving 
hs 4firmative to the Queſtion.” 


Sr Robert Walpole. 
$1 R, 


Whatever other Gentlemen may ſuppoſe with rd 
» the Speeches or Demands of their Sovereign, I think it 
s the Duty of his Majeſty's Servants, even tho* they be 
Members of this Houſe, to talk with great Reſpect of thofe 
iſeeches that are made by him, ant of thoſe Demands that 
* made in his Name, as well as of thoſe Meſſages that 
rligned by him; and when they know, which ſome of 
dem may do, that they are not the Speeches or Demands 
Miniters, but the rea! Speeches or Demands of their So- 
gn and Maſter, they may, I think, make uſe of his 
paelty's Name, even in this Houſe, without incurrin 

Y jut Cenſure. I know that no Member of this Houte 
git to have an implicit Faith in any Man, or in any 
nion: We ought to give Credit to no Fact, unleſs it 
touched by undoubted Evidence, or ſupported by proper 
Wority, in Caſes that will not admit of Evidence: 
iter ought we to affent to any Opinion, unleſs it be 
bilihed by ſolid Reaſoning. But in State-Affairs, par- 
arly in Time of War, Facts may ariſe, which may be 
any true, and may have ſufficient Vouchers, and yet 
de Vouchers may be ſuch as cannot be laid before 
"ment: In ſuch Caſes, we muſt depend upon his 


Autho- 


Im, nor any natural Infirmity, ought to have been ac- Ano 13, Geo | 
1939. 


a that Part of the World can meet with no Oppoſition at 


eis Authority; and the only Method by which that 
Bb 2 
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4 13, Geo. Authority can be communicated, is by Speech, Meg 


1739. 


( 188 ) 


or Demand, | 

© Every Gentleman will, I believe, Sir, allow, thas 
deſigned Invaſions and Inſurrections are Facts of this 
Nature. There may be ſuch Deſigns, and more probab 
in Time of War, than at any other Time ; there may b. 
ſufficient Vouchers of ſuch Deſigns, and yet thoſe Vouch 
ers may be ſuch as cannot be communicated to Parliament 
therefore, had I not the leaſt Concern in the Adminiftr, 
tion, or in his Majeſty's Councils, I ſhould be apt 
believe any Inſinuation of ſuch a Deſign, if ſuch an Inf 
nuation ſhould be made by his Majeſty, either in expreſ 
Terms, by Speech or Meſſage, or tacitiy, by defiring ſuc 
a Number of Forces as might be neceſſary for defeating 
preventing the Execution of ſuch Deſigns. This ought 
all Times to be an Argument of ſome Weight for preyailin 
upon us to grant the 8 of Forces, both by Sea a 
Land, which our Sovereign may think neceſſary; but i 
Time of War, this Argument ought to have a mech great 
Weight; becauſe our Sovereign may then have in Vie 
not only to defeat the ſecret Deſigns of our Enemies agait 
us, but to execute {ome ſecret Deſigns againſ them. 

© I ſhall admit, Sir, that it is our Duty in this Houſe 
be jealous of the Liberties and Privileges of the People, u 
to be as ſparing of their Purſes, as is conſiſtent with the 
Welfare and Security. But both Jealouſy and Frugalicy mit it 
be puſhed too far: Jealouſy often prompts the 1 
that which would never have entered into their „ 
they had not found themſelves cauſeleſsly ſuſpected; a 


by not giving a little to thoſe that are to defend us, e,! 
may have the Whole taken away by thoſe that are to ata o 
us. lam certain, we had never leſs Cauſe to be je | 
than we have at preſent: No one Step of his pre 121d 


Majeſty's Conduct could ever furniſh us with the leaſt r abe 
mation of his having a Deſign to incroach upon our L en 
ties and Privilege, or to make a bad Uſe of the regu Liimat 
Troops we keep on Foot. Nay, if he had any de 
Inclination, the Complexion of our preſent. Army wo nat. 
prevent his indulging that Inclination, by forming Del ſetly d. 
againſt our Liberties: The Education and known Marines 
ments both of the Officers and Soldiers of our Army, Ws hat 
convince us, that they are as great Enemies to arb prove 
Power, as any other Set of Men in the King rent 
therefore, I ſhall always look upon our Army as a C eng 
to our Liberties, and the more numerous it is, the bem" ot : 


J muſt ſuppoſe, our Liberties will be guarded. _ 
5 
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it is not, Sir, from any Apprehenſions I have of our Anno 13, Geo. 


my, with regard to our Liberties, that I am againſt its 


ſypence alone that gives me any Concern ; and upon this 
Account only, I ſhall always be againſt our raiſing or keeping 

2 greater Number of I roops than I think abſolutely ne- 
effry for the Security of our Liberties, Privileges, and Pro- 

ies, But my Concern, in this reſpect, I ſhall never allow 
p carry me io far, as to expoſe the People to be invaded-and 
udered by their Enemies, for the fake of ſaving them 
an rifle of Expence, which may be neceſſary for keeping 
u Foot a few more Troops, or for maintaining a few more 
Oficers; and conſidering that the Saving to be made by 
qhat is now propoſed, would amount but to a mere Trifle, 1 


4 ou'd never forgive myſelf for ſuch a trifling and ill timed 
alli fruga/ity, if any Corner of our Dominions ſhould be plun- 
au kel and laid waſte, for want of a ſufficient Number of 


xgular Troops to repel an invading Enemy; or if the Ma- 
me Forces we ſend Abroad ſhould, upon any Engagement, 
wn into Confuſion, and be deſtroyed, for want of Field- 

(ficers io command them, and keep them in order. 
know, Sir. it is our Duty in this Houſe, to give our 
poſt ſincere Advice to our Sovereign, as often as any im- 
prtant Occurrence makes it neceſſary; but, in order to 
give that Advice its proper Weight, we ought to take Care 
tat it ſhall always be attended with Dignity ; therefore, we 
wht not to interpoſe with our Advice too frequently, or 
won trifling Occafions ; and we ought never to give it but 
on full and mature Deliberation. The Affair now before 
615, | think, of too trifling a Nature for us to ipterpo'e 
nin our Advice, eſpecially as it has not been particularly 
iked upon the preſent Occaſion; and I am ſure it cannot 
| (aid, that we have fully and maturely conſidered what we 
me about. The Addreſs propoſed muſt be allowed to be 
bmething very different from an humble Advice. As the 
Ulimate for Marines, prepared by his Majeſty's Order, is 
WW beſore us, this Addreſs will be looked on as a Con- 
ennation of the Eſtimate ; for if that Eſtimate be pro- 
e drawn up, if the Method thereby propoſed for raiſing 
lrines be the moſt proper and frugal that can be thought 
0, what Occaſion can there be for ſuch an Addreſs? If we 
oprove of the Eſtimate, it would be ridiculons in us to 
peient ſuch an Addreſs; therefore our agreeing to, or pre- 
ang ſuch an Addreſs, muſt be conſidered as a Condemna- 
Wn of the Eſtimate now before us; and I appeal to every 
bentleman of this Houſe, whether he has fſufficiently ex- 
mined that Eſtimate for enabling him to pals Sentence of 
Condem- 


king made more numerons than is now propoſed. . It is the 


II. 1739. 


Anno 13, deo. Condemvation upon it. Such a Sentence ought not, I thiny 
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to be paſſed till the Eftimate has been actually read in . - 
Houſe ; but fo far from being read ini the Houſe, I belic, 8h: 


| It has been read but by a very few Members of the Hour ech 
and therefore, if no Gentleman give his Vote for the a8 © 
dreſs or Sentence of Condemnation propoſed, but he Mö: 
has read the Eſtimate, I believe, I may eafily gueſs W 1 \ 21Wa 
will be the Fate of the Queſtion. iſ 
« Sir, I hope I may ſuppoſe, that, in order to fix upon +" 
moſt proper Methods for raiſing and forming a Body Wi » 
Marines, thoſe who have the Honour to adviſe the Cr, gt to 
took Care to examine the ſeveral Eſtabliſhments of med 
rines made in former Times, and the ſevera] Services th ps © 
were employed in; and as there are ſeveral Perſons | tl 
alive, who were in the Service in King William and Que 0 0 
Anne's Time, I may ſuppoſe that thoſe Perſons were ei: 000 
amined, in order to know, from them, bow the Mari * Con 
performed the Services they were employed in, and i ice 
De ſects or Advantages that were found in the Eſtablifhme ont! 
then made. This, I muſt ſuppoſe, was done by thoſe udro 
have the Honour to adviſe the Crown, before thay ee It 
think themſelves qua liſied for giving a proper Advice; e 
this I think we ought to do, before we can agree to (uch ine 
Motion as the preſent But can it he ſaid, that we ha opp 
made any ſuch Enquiry, that we have examined any for, 
Perſon, or that we have before us any one of thoſe Pap ly of 
which we ought to look into, before we preſume to give Wiſs ever 
Majeſty any Advice upon this Head? Therefore, this ' But 
dreſs, call it an Advice, as ſome Gentlemen pretend it is, Film: 
call it a Condemnation of the Eſtimate now before you, , 
think it really is; in ſhort, call it what you will, it can Nur 
be ſaid to be the Effect of a mature Deliberation ; and the De. 
fore, it cannot be attended witk that Dignity, which Kourag 
ought carefully to preſerve in all our Applications or A ittaci 
proaches to the Crown. A out 
For this Reaſon, Sir, if I approved of the Advice p July 
poſed, I could net approve of this haſty and inconſide taps, 
manner of reſolving upon it; but the Advice itſelf is fu grea 
one as I cannot approve of. It is to me, indeed, a veunPrope 
new ſort of Doctrine, that, in Time of War, we have Prin 
Occaſion to keep within the Ifland a greater Number WP any 
Troops, than in a Time of the moſt profound TranquiligFnny 
When we are at open War with a Nation that has a conjiFvucce 
derable Navy, tho? nothing equal to ours; when that NAH coul, 
had a great Number of Veteran Troops in their Proving luch 
that are next to us; and when they are every Day d For 
fitting cut Men of War and Tranſports, I ſhould thinkin, 
: ve 
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anwiſe in us, not to keep at Home, for our Defence, a Anno 13, O 
re numerous Army than we uſually have in Time of III. 1739. 
ice, We may deſpiſe the naval Power of Spain in our 
Leches and Converſation here at Home: I ſhall grant, it 
10 way equal to ours: I ſhall grant, they have but few 
up of their own fit for being made Tranſports ; but there 
alyays a great Number of foreign Ships in their Har- 
urs: Before the War broke out, there were often more 
ih Merchant Ships in their Harbour of Cadiz alone, 
would have been ſufficĩent for tranſporting 10,000 
to Britain or Ireland; and as that Trade muſt till be 
ried on, and will now be carried on by the Merchant 
ps of Holland, France, and other Nations, we muſt ſup- 
| that there will always be more foreign Ships in the 
m of Spain, than are neceſſary for tranſporting 10 or 
1000 Infantry to this Iſland or to Ireland, Theſe Ships 
+ Court of Spain may, by an Embargo, force into their 
ce; and as our Fleet may be locked up in the Channel 
antrary Winds, it may-be impoſſible for us to ſend out a 
adron, either to intercept their deſigned Armado, or to 
it up or deſtroy it in their Harbour. This is an Acci- 
wwe can provide againſt no other way, but by having at 
times a Land Army equal to any they can invade us with, 
oppoſing them at, or ſoon after their landing; and 
refore, I ſhall always be for keeping a more numerous 
ly of Troops within the Ifland in Time of War, than 
yever thought neceſſary in Time of Peace. 
' But beſides the Number of Troops neceffary to be kept 
Home, for guarding us againſt Invaſions or Incurſions, 
ey, Sir, in Time of War, we ought to have ſome cer- 
Number of regular Troops ready to be ſent out upon 
6 Deſigns againſt the Enemy, as future Incidents may 
worage us to undertake. As the Winter-Time is the beſt 
tacking the Enemy in America, we cannot, perhaps, | 
K out any Land- Forces for that Purpoſe before the Month 
July next; but there are other Places where we may, 
taps, attack the Spaniards with Advantage to ourſelves, 
great Prejudice to them; and, for this Purpoſe, it may 
proper to ſend out a Body of diſciplined Troops early in 
ring. I do not know that his Majeſty has, at pre- 
any ſuch Project in view; but, fuppoſe he has not, 
Inany Accidents may occur before that time, for rendering 
docceſs of ſuch a Project not only probable but certain; 
L could any one approve of our Conduct, if we ſhould 
ah an Opportunity, by not having a ſpare Body of 
forces ready to be ſent upon the Execution? Could 
aring of 80 or 100,0001, Which is the utmolt * 
| ave 
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Ano 13, Geo ſave by what is now propoſed, any way counter-balance f 


IL 1739 Advantage we might reap by the Succeſs of ſuch a Deſign « 

COWS «© I cannot pretend to ſay, Sir, whether this War can U E 

of a long Continuance or no; but, I am certain, that th | 

moſt infillible Method we can take, for making it of WY” * 

long Continuance, is to be ſo parſimonious at the Beginning * 

as not to make the proper Proviſion for carrying it on wi * 

Vigour. We are told, by the higheſt Authority, that th 12 ö 

5 who go to War ought to conſult, whether they be able wit * 

ro, ooo, to meet thoſe who come againſt them with 20,000 " 

But, it ſeems, we mult be able to do a great deal more; f c- 

with 28,000 Land- Forces, we propoſe to overcome Spa * 

with above 100, 00 It is true, our Navy is much ſuperi 4 

to theirs ; but, by our Navy alone, we cannot propoſe 10 

force them to a Peace: We muſt attack them at Land ſon 4 

where or other; and, for this Purpoſe, we muſt have * 

ſufficient Land Force. I believe they have not at preſ [ 

any great Number of regular Troops in the Welt-Indie 1 

and we may prevent their ſending a great Fleet and Am * 

there at one time; but we cannot prevent their ſending ſm: = 
E Detachments in ſingle Ships, or in half a dozen Ships a Liar 
1 time; and, by ſuch means, they may conſiderably incre: 7 

| their regular Troops in the Weſt. Indies, even before vet n 
#4 ſend any to attack them. It is, therefore, now impoſſible — 
4 tell, what Number of Troops it may be neceſſary for us 17 
20 ſend thither, either for attacking the Enemy, or defendit 74 
6 our own Dominions, in that Part of the World ; and, if 10 f 
A ſend Veteran Troops thither, the new-raiſed Troops that 15 
to replace them here at Home, ought to be levied for * 
90 Months before, in order that they may be trained to Dik = 
i pline, and ready for Service, before we ſend away the ol Will 
b for tho' we ought, and certainly muſt ſend out Troops he 1 
* attacking the Enemy, or defending our Dominions — * 
= I hope no Gentleman will ſay, that we ought, for that le. if 
7 poſe, to leave our Dominions at Home defenceleſs. md ir 
i « | ſhall not ſay, Sir, that a Body of 28 or 29,000 M let 
2 is abſolutely neceſſary for our Defence at Home; but i 
» will fay, that we ought to have that Number at leaſt, bel alt 
1 the Marines now propoſed to be raiſed, in order to be i 1 
Condition to ſpare 8 or 10, ooo, as Occaſion may m « Ma 

for dilirefling the Enemy, or defending our _ he bet 

Abroad. And now, Sir, with .regard to the ow | wy 

raiſing and forming the Body of Marines propet 45 Tm 

Gentleman queſtions its being neceſſary to make vien « 


hear a 
for Land as well as Sea-Service, I am ſurprized to! | 
Gentleman fay, that they ought to be formed into inde 


dent Companies, rather than Regiments, I _— 
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Jody of Men formed into Regiments, are better for Land. 
vrvice, and leſs liable to Confuſion, than a Body of Men 
bed into independent Companies; and this is confirmed 
y the preſent Practice of every State in Europe. In little 
Attacks and Skirmiſhes, where there are not above 2 or 
yoo Men of a Side, independent Companies may do as well 
2 Detachment from a Regiment; but where the contend- 
pg Armies amount to Thouſands, it is certain, that Regi- 
nents are more proper than independent Companies ; and, 
« this aſt may very probably be the Caſe of our Marines, 
[maſt think they ought to be formed into Regiments. I. 
bull grant, that, whilſt thoſe Regiments are on board our 
Ven of War, the Field-Officers can be of no Service; but 
| hope they will ſeldom be for any. long time on board our 
len of War: They will be there only during the time of 
ranſporting them from one Place to another; and wherever 
bey go, the Field-Officers muſt go along with them, in order 
v take the Command of them as ſoon as landed: There- 
fre, J hope, no Gentleman will grudge the Expence of 18 
«20 Fieid-Officers, when it comes in Competition with the 
&chaviour of our Troops and the Glory of our Country. 
Now, Sir, as to the other Officers, it Gentlemen will 
hut take time to Jook into the Eſtimate upon our Table, and 
umpare it with former Eſtabliſhments of the {ame Nature, 
they will ſee that the Body of Marines, now to be raiſed, is 
phave no more Officers of any kind than former Experience 
ks new n to be neceſſary. I know, that the Marines raiſed 
1692, had 200 Men in each Company; but Experience 
hon \ſhewed, that ſuch Companies were not fit for Land- 
rvice, therefore they were reduced long before King 
William's Death to 100 Men ina Company; and in 1702, 
de Marines that were then raiſed, conſiſted but of 60 Men 
na Company; whereas, by the Eſtimate upon our Ta- 
le, if I may have leave to mention an Elljmate not yet 
md in the Houſe, the Marines now to be raiſed, are to con- 
it of 70 Men in a Company, which is the higheſt Number 
lat, as alf experienced Officers ſay, any Company of Foot 
wpht to conſiſt of. 

Laſtly, Sir, as to the private Men, of which this Body 
i Marines is to be compoſed, I multi think his Majeſty is 
lie beſt Judge, whether they ought to be all new-raiſed Men 
old Soidiers, or partly one and partly the other; becauſe 
le knows beſt what Service they are to be ſent upon, and 
Men they are to be ſent. If they are not to be ſent out till 
bu or five Mopths after they are raiſed, it does not ſignify 
Wh, whether they be all new-raiſed Men or no, becauſe, in 


Vor. VI CE a | that 


gentleman that has ever ſeen any Service, will ſay, that a Anno rz, Ceo. 


II. 1739. - 


Anno 13, Geo that time, they will be pretty well diſciplined ; 


J1. 1739. 


keep their beſt Troops at Home to defend. their Moths 


of forming a Body of Marines, we mult take as many n 
raiſed Men as his Majeſty may think conſiſtent with + 
Service upon which he is to ſend them ;' and, I am {ure 


"themſelves Seamen, have been rejected or turned out of. 
Men of War, becauſe they were found not to be exper 


tho? they could not be accepted of as good Seamen; for 


the regulating Captains could accept of very few but ex 


of War, when a War firſt breaks out, the Public. Se 
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they are to be ſent to the Weſt - Indies, becauſe they 1 


have no Enemy to encounter there, but the Militia of tl 
Country, or ſome of the worſt of the Spaniſh Troops; f 
whatever we may do, I am confident the Spaniards u 


Wl 


Country. If the private Men ſhould be all draughted 
of the Regiments now in our Service, it would be a 1. 
rather than a Saving to the Nation ; becauſe an equal Nu 
ber of Recruits mult be immediately raiſed, for completi 
thoſe Regiments, from which the Marines are draughte 
and, as it will be more difficult to find Recruits for Mare 
ing-Regiments than for Marines, we muſt give a grea 
| Reward for enliſting. Thus, if we chule the cheapet 


wii} be the quickeſt; for a great many Fellows that cal 


men, nor any way fit for their Buſineſs. Theſe Men will 
immediately liſt as Marines, and will make good Marit 


a Captain of a Man of War, after he has got a ſuffci 
Number of expert Seamen on board his Ship, may act 
of abie-bodied Landmen or Seamen, that are not expe 
their Buſineſs, in order to make up his full Complement, 


Seamen, becauſe they could not know how they were tc 
diſpoſed of; and by accepting of too many Landmen 
" utſkilful Seamen, ſuch a Number of them might, by 4 
dent, have been put on board one of our Men of Wa 
might have been the Cauſe of loſing the Ship, 
Upon this Occaſion, Sir, I mult deſire, that Gent! 
would conſider, which of the two Services, the Public o 
Merchant-Service, ought, in Time of public Danger, 
preferred, As we do not, in 'Time of Peace, keep a Nut 
of Seamen in Pay, ſufficient for manning our Navy in! 


mult be neglected, or the Merchant-Service mult be dl 
ſed. This is a Conſequence which it is impoſſible to 
any way, but by keeping in continual Pay ſuch a N 
of Seamen, as may be near ſufficient to man the moli n 
rous Fleet we have occaſion to fit out in Time of War; 
until this is done, I am ſure, every Gentleman that 
true regard for his Country, will chuſe to have a ſhort 
or Interruption put to our Trade, rather than to - 


( 195, ) 


Number of Men of War as may be ſufficient for our De- 


" hope, I have now ſhewn, Sir, that, were the Advice, 
ſed to be given by this Addreſs, in itſelf right, it 
you'd be wrong in us to give it without a more mature De- 
eration ; and, I hope, I have ktkewiſe ſhewn, that it ap- 
ts to be wrong in every Particular. I am ſure, no Gen- 
nan that thinks I am right in either of theſe Caſes, can 
pre bis Affirmative to the Queſtion ; and I ſhall think my- 
af very unlucky, if the Majority of this Houſe ſhould 
dick [ am wrong in both. As for the declamatory Excur- 
ſons that have been made about the Alarm given to the 
rope by the great Number of Officers, Civil and Mili- 
wy, we have at preſent, and about the Danger our Liber- 
ies and Conſtitution may be expoſed by corrupt Practices, 
bey may be, and I find they are, introduced into every De- 
ate; but as it would be an endleſs Taſk to anſwer them 
pon every Occaſion, all I ſhall fay to them upon this, is, 
hat we arc here in the proper Place for enquiring into ſuch 
Things : If any Gentleman knows of an unneceſſary Office 
int has been lately ſet up, or an unneceſſary Officer ap- 
xinted ; if any Gentleman knows of any Attack that has 
ken lately made, or attempted, upon our Conſtitution ; or 
#any Gentleman knows of any corrupt Practices lately in- 
roduced, or made uſe of, he may, nay, as a Member of this 
Houle, which is the grand Inqueſt of the Nation, he is in 
Day bound to take notice of it to the Houſe : But then he 
wht to be particular: He ought to name the Office or 
(ficer ſet up or appointed, the Attack that has been at- 
empted, or the corrupt Practice that has been made uſe of; 
ud he ought to move for an Enquiry into what he finds 
wit with ; for by thus declaiming in general, he can do 
v Service to his Country, he can give the Houſe no Infor- 
tation, nor correct any Abuſe. He does nothing but take 
the time of this Houſe moſt unneceſſarily ; for he cannot 
azect that ſuch general Declamations, tho* they may pleaſe 
le Galleries, ſhould have an Influence upon any Gentleman 
kit bas the Honour of beit g a Member of the Houſe; and 
dich leſs can he expect their having ſuch an Influence in 
lis Queſtion, where the vigorous Proſecution of the War 
bat Sake, than in any Queſtion of a different Nature that 
a come before us. | 

The Queſtion was then put and paſſed in the Negative, 
hes g5, Noes 177. | 

The 25rh, Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be pre- 
ted to his Majeſty, for a Copy of an Eltimate of the 
Cc2 Eitabliſh- 


* 


Whole expoſed to imminent Danger, by not fitting out ſuch N 13, Geo, 
1739+ 


? 


* 


| (296 I. © OE 
Anno 12, Geo Eſtabliſhmert of the fix Regiments of Marines for the Ye: 
IL 1739- 1740, to be laid before them. 


| | 

The 2gth. A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being £ 

put, that his Majelly be addreſſed for Copies or Extrag MY 

of ſuch Memorials, or Repreſentations, as have been made ] 

to the King of Spain, or his Miniſters, from the Treaty o " 

Seville io the gth of March 1738, relating to Spaniſh I [ 

predations : It paſſed in the Negative. 1 

A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being put, 6 1 

Addreſs his Majeſty, for Copies or ExtraQs of all Letter 

written, and Inſtructions given by the Secretaries of Sue «/ | 

&c. to any of the Governors of the Britiſh Plantations 1 Ve 

America, &c. from the Treaty of Seville to the fir k 

January 1738, relating to the Spaniſh Depredations: [ 1 

paſſed in the Negative, Ayes 55, Noes 9. ng 

A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being put, , 

Addreſs his Majeſty, for Copies of all the Inſtructions an; R 

Letters ſent to Mr, Keene by his Majelty's Miniſten i; 

authorizing him to conclude and ſign the Convention betwee Hun 

| his Majeſty and the King of Spain, on the 14th of Janum « : 
1 1738-9, N. 8. It paſſed in the Negative, Ayes gf A 
_ Noes 172. order 
*Q The zoth. Read a firſt time the Malt Bill, Ti 
-N Received an Account of the Eſtabliſnment of the A 
Sy Regiments of Marines in 1704. Tt 
0 Agreed to the Report of Wedneſday's Reſolutions, viz bil. 
I Reſolved, That 28852 Men be granted for Land-Forc W. 
— for the Service of the Year 1940. * IM 
9 4 That 860, 150 J. 105. 44 be granted for maintaining Th 
3 them. | Supp 
20 Reſolved, That 4890 Men be employed as Marines f bee 
- the Service of the Year 1740. : __ Th 
©2188 That 118,214 / 1 s. be granted for raiſing and mai Re: 
3 taining them from October 25, 1739, to December 2 Marin 
a4 1740. , "a, 
C = za. Read a ſecond time the Malt-Bill. elſe]; 
67 The 4th, Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſol Thi 
= tion, in a Committee on Ways and Means, viz. Reſolve" B. 
w_ That cowards raiſing the Supply granted to his Majell_ tie ! 
"I the Sum of four Shillings in the Pound be raiſed as Lan any fo 
Tax for 1740. And a Bill was Ordered in accordingly. WM Vd. 

Read a ſecond time the Bill for the more effectual ſecuring vim 

and encouraging the rade of his Majeſty's Britiſh Subfeq *it of 

to America, and for the Encouragement of Seamen to ent wich, 

into His Majelty's Service. = 


The 5th, Read a firſt time the Land-Tax-Bul. bhp 
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[na Committee, went through the Malt. Bill, with ſeveral Anno 14, Geo. ; 
zmendments. ; II. 1739. FP 
The 6th. Agreed to the Report of the Malt- Bill, and TV Ng 
ardered it to be eng roſſed. 
Read a ſecond time the Land-Tax Bill. | 
The 7th. Read a third time and paſſed the Malt-Bill, 
[na Committee went through the Land-Tax-Bill, with 
era! Amendments. 7 
The 10th, Read a firſt time a Bill, for the better Supply 
of Mariners and Seamen, to ſerve in his Majeſly's Ships 
o War, and on board Merchant-Ships, and other Trading 
Veſſels, and Privateers. | | 
Received a Petition from the South Sea Company, 
gun che Bill for the more effectual ſecuring and encou- 
Aging the Trade of his Majeſty's Britiſh Subjects to Ame- 
ni, and for the Encouragement of Seamen. 
Received a Petition of William Mitchell Eſq; complaia- 
ng of an undue Election and Return for the County of 
Huntingdon. Which was ordered to be heard at the Bar | 
o the Houſe upon the 14th of January. | 
Agreed to the {Keport of the Land-Tax-Bill : And | 
adered it to be engroſſed. | 
The 11:th, Read a ſecond time a Bill for better Supply | 
o Mariners and Seamen. | | 
The 12th. Read a third time, and paſſed the Land-Tax- "2 
Jul. | | 
Went thro', in a Committee, the Bill for better Supply a 
Mariners and Seamen, with ſeveral Amendments. / 
The 13th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill for better 
lupply of Mariners and Seamen, and ordered it to be en- 
nolſed. - 
The 14th. Received ſeveral Eſtimates of Accounts, 
Read a third Time and paſſed a Bill for better Supply of 
Mariners and Seamen to ſerve in his Majeſty's Ships of 
"ar, and on board Merchant Ships, and other Trading 
Veſſels, and Privateers, 
The 17th, In a Committee of the whole Houſe upon 
de Bil for the more effeQual ſecuring and encouraging 
lie I'rade of his Majeſty's Britiſh Subjects to America, 
md for the Encouragement of Seamen to enter into his | 
Iejeſty's Service; it was moved that a Clauſe be added | 
„ 1mpower the Lords of the Admiralty to impreſs one Man | 
ut of five, out of the Merchant-Ships trading to America, | 
which, after ſome Debate, paiſed in the Affirmative, on a 1 
Dion, Ayes 86, Noes 60. | 
They alſo took into Conſideration, the Petition of the | 
wan Sca Company, claiming the fole Trade to America | 
within 


Anno 13, Geo within the Limits, as preſeribed in their Charter, 


- 


II. 1539. 


- 


more effectual ſecuring our Trade to America, and for th 
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_ thro' the Bill, and made ſeveral Amendments to che 
me. | 

The 18th. A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being 
put, that the Houſe be called over upon the 16th «| 
January. 

It paſſed in the Negative, on a Diviſion, Ayes 61 
Noes 136. | 

The 19th, Agreed to the Report of the Bill, for the 


Encouragement of Seamen, with the Amendments. An; 

ordered it to be engroſſed. 
The zoth. The Houſe took into conſideration, 1 

Amendment made by the Lords to the Bill for the het 

Supply of Mariners and Seamen to ſerve in his Majeſty 

Ships of War, and oh board Merchant Ships, and othe 

2 Veſſels and Privateers f. And agreed to ti 
me. | 

His Majeſly came to the Houſe of Peers, and gave ti 
Royal Aſſent to the Malt- Act, to the Land-Tax AR, t 
the Act for the better Supply of Mariners and Seamen, an 
to one private Act. | 

Read a firſt time, a Bill for Naturalizing ſuch foreig 
Proteſtants, as are ſettled, or ſhall ſettle, in any of! 
Majeſty's Colonies in America. 

Read a third time and paſſed a Bill, for the more ef 
tual ſecuring and encouraging the Trade of his Majeft 
Britiſh Subjects to America, and for the Encourageme 
of Seamen to enter into his Majeſty's Service. Ordered 
to the Lords, 

Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to 
Majeſty, that a Lift of all the Officers of his Maj eh 
Forces, on the Britiſh and Iriſh Eitabliſhment, with a 
Dates of their firſt Commiſſions, may be laid before the; 3 
And then the Houſe adjourned to the 8th of January. * | 

January 8th. Ordered, That ſeveral Eſtimates of ap 
counts, relating to the Debt of the Navy, &c. for t Peeks 
Year 1739, be laid before them. Adjourned to the 1, Haube 
of January. , 0 | 5 port 

The 14th. Received a Petition from the Commiſſiond (hr 
of Weſtminſter-Bridge, giving an Account that they bil; © 


diſpoſed of great Part of the Sams already granted te — 
* The Bill took up five Days Cenfideration in a Comm 2 
F the whole Houſe. * et 
+ This Bill Naturalizes all Foreigners who will ſervt Ceunſe! 


Seamen in the Britiſh Serwice for two Vears certain, 


U the Y 
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4 the Houle 
(ommittee, Ga | 
Ordered the Thanks of the Houſe to be given to the 
Reverend Dr. Barton, for his Sermon preach'd before them 
mon the gth Inſtant, being the Day appointed for a Ge- 
era! Fall, and that he be deſired to print the ſame. 

Read a ſecond time a Bill for naturalizing ſuch foreign 
Proteſtants as are ſettled, or ſhall ſettle, in any of his Ma- 
jelly”: Colonies in America. 


as Heard Counſel upon the Petition of William Mitchell, 
iq; againit Charles Clarke, Eſq; returned duly elected for 
* he County of H.ntingdon, relating to his Qualifications, 


waich being fully proved, Mr. Clarke was declared duly 
lected, 
Tae 15th, Read a firſt time a Bill for prohibiting 
Commerce with Spain. | 

Orac ed ſeveral Accounts relating to the Proceedings of 
the Cc:mifſioners of Weſtminſter- Bridge to be laid before 


(Jem 


"Wl de Houſe proceeded to the Hearing of the Matter of 
reef Petion of Charles Vanbrugh Eſq. complaining of an 
of rde Eacction and Return for the Borough of Plymouth in 
the County of Devon. And the Counſel on both ſides were 
* called in: And the ſaid Petition was read. And the laſt 
ze becrmination of the Houſe, concerning the 1 of electing 
mel bergefles to ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid Borough, 
2 mace the 9th of June 1660, which was then reſolved to 
din an Mayor and Commonalty of the ſaid Borough, was 
10 read, 8 
151 Iden the Counſel for the Petitioner were heard, and 
ith ited that the Word Commonalty, in the ſaid laſt Deter- 
e the WY don, extends only to the Freemen of the ſaid Borough, 
aciulive of the Freeholders thereof. Which being denied 
4 by the Counſel for Jonn Rogers, Eſq; the fitting Member, 
fr t who infilted that the Word Commonalty includes the 
0 freeholders of the ſaid Borough; the Counſel for Captain 
TW Yanbrugh the Petitioner proceeded to give Evidence, in 
Monk upport of their Conſtruction of the ſaid Word. And a 
hoy | viarter granted by K. William III. and ſeveral Copies of 
leturns were read; and the Queſtion being put, That 


de Counſel for the fitting Member be admitted to produce 
n Evidence a public Book of the Corporation of Plymouth, 
m1 mi taining Abitracts of Leaſes granted by the faid Corpo- 
ation, and ſeveral other Matters; in which Book, the ſaid 

Counſel alledge, there is a Memorandum of a Form, made 
tic Year 1676, by the then Town-Clerk of the faid Cor- 
poration, 


an! thereupon Err ſor ſuch further Powers and Sams Anno 13,640 
I judge molt proper, &c. Referr'd toa II. 1739. 


_ 


5 5 | ng 
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Anno 13, ration, of a Return of Members to ſerve in Pari 
II. +a For the ſaid Borough of Plymouth, but with nr 
een the ſaid Book, that the ſaid Form was not made f 
of, but the old Form uſed : It paſſed in the Negative. 
The 16th. Petitions from the unhappy Priſoners for D. 
in the Woodlireet-Compter, York, Stafford, and Marſhal | 
Southwark, were ſeverally preſented to the Houle, and re. 
complaining of their Diſtreſs, and praying Relief. 4. 
they were ſcverally ordered to lie on the Table. In a pra; 
Committee on the Supply, came to ſeveral Refolutions. 
The 17th. Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſol 
tions on the Supply, viz. refolved that 260,203]. 25, 1d 
be granted for maintaining his Majeſty's Forces and Gar; 
ſons in the Plantations, Minorca and Gibraltar, and for Þ 
viſions for the Garriſons at Anapolis Royal, Canſo, Pi 
centia, Gibraltar and Georgia, for 1740. 

MC. That 39981, be granted for maintaining the Widows 
ſuch reduced Officers of his Majeſty's Land- Forces and M 
rines who died upon the Eſtabliſhment of Half. pay in Gre 
Britain, and who were married to them before the 25th 
December. 1716, for 1740. That 94,0711. 115. 2d, 

granted for the Charge of the Office of Ordnance for [ar 
Service, for 1740. That 46,3621. 138. 5d. be granted 

defray ing the extraordinary Expence of the Office of 0 
nance for Land-Service, not provided for by Parliam 
That 20,0001. be granted to replace to the Sinking-Fui 
the like Sum paid out of the ſame to the Bank of Engl 
for one Year's Intereſt on 500,000]. lent on the Credit 
the Salt. Duty towards the Supply of 1735. 

That 586: J. 188. 9d. be granted to replace to the Sinki 
Fund, the like Sum paid out of the ſame, to make pe 
the Deficiency of the Stamp Duties at Chriſtmas 1738. 

That 58,3331. be granted on Account of Subſidy pay: 
to the King of Denmark, purſuant to a Treaty dated 
14th of March, N. 8 for 1740. 

Then the Houſe proceeded to the further Hearing of 
Matter of the Pet:tion of Charles Vanbrugh, Eſq: 

plaining of an undue Election and Return for the Boroi 
of Plymouth in the County of Devon. And the Cou 
were called in: And the Counſel for the fitting Men 
proceeded in their Evidence, in ſupport of their Conſtruc 
of the Word «© Commonalty” in the lait Determinatiot 
the Houſe, concerning the Right of electing Burgeſſes 
the ſaid Borough, made the th Day of June 1 660. 

And the Report from the Committee of Privileges 
Elections, in the Reign of William and Mary, was ! 


And the Counſel on both Sides were directed to 3 
eſo 


J * a % 7 
* het . + I * 


8 


of the Right of Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament 
ir the Borough of Plymouth in the County of Devon, 
nade the 9th Day of June 1660, which is as followeth, 
« That the Mayor and Commonalty of Plymouth, have 
« Right to elect Members to ſerve in Parliament for that 
« Borough ; it appears to this Houſe, that the Word Com- 
, therein mentioned, extended to the Freemen only 
o the ſaid Borough. And the Queſtion being put, That 
ohn Rogers, Eſq; is duly elected a Burgeſs to Free in this 
reſent Parliament for Plymouth: It paſſed in the Negative, 
gon a Diviſion, Ayes 119, Noes 180. Refolved, That 
(trles Vanbrugh, Eſq; is duly elected, &c, 

The 18th. Received ſeveral Accounts from Greenwich- 
foſpital, how the Money for the Year 1739 had been ex- 
nded. | 
n. 19th. Read a firſt time, a Bill to indemnify Perſons, 


te 'ſime limited by Law, and for allowing a further Time 
kr that Purpoſe. 

Apreed to the Report of Friday's Reſolution, in a Com- 
nitee on Ways and Means, viz. Reſolved, that 88,7221. 
x, 10d, row remaining in the Exchequer, being the Over- 
jus of the Grants for 1739, be iſſued and applied towards 
uking good the Supply granted to his Majeſty in this Seſſion 
Parliament. | 
Ina grand Committee, went thro' the Bill for natura- 
urg ſuch foreign Proteſtants as are ſettled, or ſhall ſettle, 
bay of his Majeſty's Colonies in Amrica. 

Read a ſecond time, a Bill for prohibiting Commerce 
th Spain. | 

kecived Petitions from Priſoners confined for Debt in 
Jails of Norwich, Lincoln, Worceſter, and Norfolk, 
wing Relief: And they were ordered to lie on the Table. 
The 23d. Agreed to the Report of the Bill for natura- 
ing ſuch foreign Proteſtants as are ſettled, or ſhall ſettle, 
uy of his Majeſty's Colonies in America, with ſeveral 
nendments. And ordered the Bill with the Amendments 
It engroſſed. 

Th? 24th. Read a firſt time the Bill to explain and 
ſend an Act for preventing Abuſes and Frauds in the 
vllen, Linnen, Cotton and Iron ManufaQures. 

Read a ſecond time the Bill to indemnify Perſons who 
ne omitted to take the Oaths, &c. 

Tie 25th, Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for natu- 
wry foreign Proteſtants, who ſhall ſettle in America. 
greed to the Amendments made by the Lords to the 
You, VI, D d Bill 


no have omitted to qualify themſelves for Offices, within 


Reſolved, That in the laſt Determination of this. Houſe, Anno 13, Geo. | 
1739- 
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Bill for ſecuring and encouraging our Trade to America, 
and for the Encouragement of Seamen to enter into his 
Majeſty's Service, with an Amendment. To which Amend: 
ment the Houſe defired the Concurrence of their Lardſhipe, 

The 28th. Agreed to the Report of Friday's Reſolution 
in a Committee on the Supply, viz. 

' Reſolved, that 33,4291. be granted, for raiſing and main. 
taining 2040 Men, Officers included, to be added to the fix 
Regiments of Marines for 1740. 

That 24501. be granted for maintaining one Company o 
Invalids to be forthwith raiſed, and for making an Additior 
of twenty Men to each of the four Companies of Inyalid 
rdiſed in November 1739, in all to 181 Men for 1740. 

That 10,3471. be granted upon Account for Out-Penfioner 
of Chelſea Hoſpital for 1740. 


The 29th. The Members having been firſt ſummonet 
from the Hall, Court of Requeſts, &c. by the Serjeant witl 
the Mace, Samuel Sandys, Etq; ſtood up, and expreſſed hin 
ſelf in Subſtance as follows : | 


$1K, 


« I am now going to lay before you a Propoſition, whic 
has already been ſeveral times made to you, without meetin 
with that Succeſs, which I thought it deſerved ; but a 
think it a good one, and abſolutely neceſſary for the Preſery 
tion of our Conſtitution, Iam far from being diſcouraged b 
its former bad Succeſs, nor ſhall I be diſcouraged from 
future Attempt, even tho” it ſhould now meet with as bad 
Reception as heretofore ; becauſe I am fully convinced « 
the 1ruth of that Obſervation, which was long ago mat 
by one of our beſt Lawyers, that a good Bill or Motq . 
once propoſed in Parliament, and entered upon our Jou 
nals, can never die: It may at firſt meet with bad Succel 
It may meet with repeated bad Succeſs; but, unleſs « 
Contti:ution be abſolutely and irrecoverably deſtroyed, 
will by its own Merits at laſt force its way thro' the ſeve 
Branches of our Legiſlature, 

Tae Propoſition I am to make, Sir, is plainly, and 
Mort this, that Criminals may not be allowed to be their o 
Judges, and that our Liberties'may not be committed tot 
Keeping of thoſe, who are retained to deſtroy them. It 
the Duty of Parliament to redreſs all public Grievances, 
puniſh all high and heinous Offenders who have been art 
or powerful enough to evade the Laws of the Kingdom. 
is the Duty of Parliament to grant no more Money fort 
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Privileges of the People, by taking care not to paſs ar y 
Laws that are Inconſiſtent with the Liberties and Privileges 
of the People, and by providing ſpeedy and effectual Reme- 
dies againſt all Encroachments that have been, or may be, 
nade by ambitious Princes, or guilty Miniſters. Theſe, Sir, 
ne among the chief of the Duties of Parliament; but how 
an we expect a Performance, if a Majority of the Mem- 
ters be ſuch, whoſe Self-preſervation or Security depends 
won their neglecting, or acting contrary to theſe Duties ? 
dn we ex pect, that public Grievances will be redreſſed, 
{a Majority of Parliament be ſuch as have themſelves 
- been, or ſuch as are the Friends and Confederates of 
er toe that have been the Cauſe of theſe public Grievances ? 
(n we expect, that any high Offender will be puniſhed by 
one ?urliament, if the Majority of it be ſuch as have been Com- 
with cinions and Sharers with him in his Crimes, or ſuch whoſe 
in def Subſiſlence depends, upon ſcreening him from Juſtice ? 
(an we expect, that any Supply demanded by the Crown 


d\bilence depends upon making the Grant; or that the 
Public Money will be properly applied, or duly accounted 
br, if thoſe that have applied, or may apply, it to their 
rn" Uſe, are to be the only Inſpectors of the public Ac- 
ied ats? Or laſtly, Sir, can we expect, that a Parliament 
om 24'd againſt the Encroachments of an ambitious 
dad e, or guilty. Miniſter, if the Majority of that Parlia- 
oe) be ſach as have the Whole, or a neceflary Part of 
\ na" Saebſülence, from the Places or Penſions they hold at 
Modi” try Will of that ambitious Prince, or guilty Mi- 
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* Theſe are Queſtions, Sir, which, in my Opinion, can 
eh oF fred in the Affirmative by no Man, that will and 


* wt make uſe of his Reaſon ; and yet every one of theſe 
Krell elions muſt, I think, be anſwered in the Affirmative by 
de who affirm, that our Conſtitution can never be in any 
ger from a Majority, or near a Majority of this Houle's 
ug compoſed of ſuch as hold Places and Penſions at the 
trary Will of the Crown. I ſhall grant, Sir, that it may 
neceſſary for us to have amongſt us ſome of the chief 
ders of the Crown. It may be neceſſary to have always 
ls Houle ſome of the chief Officers of the Treaſury, 
aralty, and Army, as well as ſeveral others of thoſe 
i are employed by his Majeily as chief Officers in the 
ive Part of our Government, Theſe, I ſay, it may 
deceſſiry to have amongſt us, in order to give us ſuch 
nations, as may often become neceſſary ia tbe ſeveral 

D d 2 Branches 


vi; be refuſed, if it is to be granted by thoſe, whoſe chief 


+ is the Duty of Parliament to watch over the Liberties and Anno, " Geo. 
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i, an infallible Cauſe of its Diſſolution, 

The Hon. Gentleman has himſelf, Sir, furniſhed us 
zh what I take to bean unanſwerable Argument againſt the 
zu he propoſes : He ſays, and, indeed, it muſt by every 
qe be granted, that no Danger can enſue from the Number 
of Officers in this Houſe, unleſs that Number be ſo great, 
u to make a Majority; and that even in this Cafe, no 
hunger can from thence enſue, unleſs that Majority confiſts 
Auch Men, as have a greater Regard for the Offices they 
ſlels, or the Preferments they hope for, than they have 
kr their own Honour, or the Liberties of their Country. 
ſheſe, therefore, are two Caſes, which we muſt ſuppoſe 
wy happen, before we can ſay there is any Neceſſity for 
ich a Bill, as he had been pleaſed to propoſe; and theſe 
wo Caſes are, in my Opinion, of ſuch a Nature,, that we 
unnot ſuppoſe it poſſible, that either of them ſhould ever 
uppen, and much leſs can we ſuppoſe, that both may 
uppen at one and the ſame Time. | 

We know, Sir, that a great Number of thoſe, whe 
me Offices and Employments under the Crowm, I mean 
{| the Officers of the Revenue, are already excluded from 
wing Seats in this Houſe ; and as for the Officers of our 
Jury and Army, and all thoſe that belong to any of the 
(fices Kept here at London, they are, by the very Nature 
i their Othce, and by the Attendance they muſt give, 
zerented from having any Intimacy or Correſpondence 
i the Gentlemen or People of our ſeveral Counties, 
utes, or Boroughs, and conſequently it mult be extremely 
llacult for any great Number of them to get themſelves 
len ; for the People in all Places of the Kingdom are 
kad of thoſe that live amongſt them, and converſe with 
kem daily, and will always chuſe one of them, rather than 
_—_— that comes to ſet up as a Candidate at an 
Lection, 

For theſe Reaſons, Sir, I think it impoſſible to ſuppoſe, 
ever a Majority of this Houſe ſhould conſiſt of ſuch, 
# old Offices or Employments at the arbitrary Will of 
Crown ; and as for Penſioners, they are already ex- 
bed from having Seats in this Houſe, as effectually as 
u poſũole for you to exclude them by any Law you can 
Bike. But this is not the only impoſſible Suppoſition we 
make, in order to frighten Mrſelves with the Dangers 
date expoſed to by a great Number of Officers having 
Kin this Houſe ; We muſt not only ſuppoſe, that they 
de 2 Majority of the Houſe, but that they are all ſuch 
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Anno13,Geo which, I hope, will appear to be a Suppoſition impor” 
II. 1739. to be made, wick regard to ſuch a Number of Gentlems & gl 
WW NS of Family and Fortune in this or any other Kingdom dpd 
Earth ; for Gentlemen of Family and Fortune they my 1 [a 
be before they can get themſelves choſen, unleſs you { pate 
poſe their Conſtituents to be as great Scoundrels as then e 
ſelves, which is likewiſe a Suppoſition that, I hope, c txcro: 
never be made; at leaſt, I am ſure, if there ſhouid eve: ... 
Ground for making ſuck a Suppolition, it would be rd N 
culous to talk of preſerving the Liberties of ſuch a vici * 
and abandoned People. . 
But, Sir, before we can ſuppoſe our Conſtitution in D; ad 
ger from a great Number of Officers having Seats in th 2 
| Houle, we muſt, in my Opinion, ſuppoſe, that all the me 
Officers are not only regardleſs of Honour and ti _ 
þ Country, but downright Fools and Idiots, with regard t Th 
_ their own Intereſt, Every Gentleman that can have x 
© Seat in this Houſe, muſt now by Law be poſſeſſed of 8M" 
4 Eſtate of 600 J. or at leaſt 300 J. a Year, in his own Rig _ 
br Whilft our Conllitution is preſerved, he may call this þ . 
| Property, be may tranſmit it to his Poſterity, Bur if offi”, 
i happy Contticution ſhould be deſtroyed ; if an abſolute al '. 
i arbitrary Government ſhould be ſet up, he could do neith Th 
| with any Certainty, In ſuch Governments there is | 
= Property, there is no Man can with Certainty depend upt T 
4 being able to tranſmit any thing to his Poſterity; at 1 7 
97 would any Maa but a Fool and a Madman render a certai * 
At real, tranſmiſſible Eſtate of 600 J. or 300 J. a Year pred _ 
= rious, for the ſake of a Place or a Penſion of double t "Y 
Tad Value, which he held at the mere Will of another, a”. 

aA which he Knew he could not tranſmit to his Poſterity ? Thi A 
x; Sir, is ſo contrary to common Senſe, that it is impoſſib - 
- to juppoſe, that any great Number of Men in any Age, iow 
* any Country, could be guilty of ſuch a Piece of Madnels. . 
St From hence, I think, it is evident, that our Conlli 10 1 
4 tion can never be in Danger from any Number of Ofc * 
= that may have Seats in this Houſe ; but if you ſhould b. 
q new Law exclude all thoſe in any Office or Employmegn. F 
under the Crown, or all but a very few, from having Sa. 
- 130 in this Houſe, it would not only endanger, but, in 1 pre 


Opinion, certainly deſtroy our Conſtitution, Sir, I beeßg. * 
it will be granted, that fince the happy Acceſſion of « 
preſent illuſtrious Family, as great a Regard, as great. th 
Reſpect has been ſhewn by the Crown to Parliament, Þ 
greater, I believe, than was ever ſhewn in any form 
Period of Time. To compare it with that Per ĩod in wii 


our Conſtitution ſeems to have been molt perfect, - 0 
; over 


1 


x 
'% 
j 
\ 
19 
+ 
43 
4 
{1 
by 
_ 
- 
5 
* 
? 
_ 
| 
0 
x 


> oC 


= "I — 


( 207 ) 

ecrernment moſt wiſely adminiſtred, I mean the Reign of Anno 13, Gee. 
k glorious Queen Elizabeth: Every one knows, that ſhe II 1739. - 
hen treated her Parliaments with more Haughtineſs than 
u lately been fo much as thought of: Nay, the ſometimes 
rated them in ſuch a manner, as would now be ex- 
Amed againſt, as the higheſt Inſult, the moſt dangerous 
croachnent upon the Rights and Liberties of Parliament; 
yl yet the Parliaments in her Time behaved in a more 
went, I may ſay, a more ſervile Manner towards the 
(own, than they have ever done in any Reign ſince that 
me: From whence I mult conclude, that, ſo far from being 
mught under any ſervile Influence by the Number of 
ders we have now in the Houſe, it contributes towards 
larcing that Regard, which the Crown finds neceſſary 
p bew to us; and, I think, very good Reaſon it ſhould ; 
rey a Gentleman who, beſides his Seat in this Houſe 
his perſonal Abilities, has a great Share in the Go- 
ment and public Counſe!s of his Country, or a great 
amand and Intereſt in the Navies and Armies of his 
untry, is more to be regarded than a mere Country 
wire or City-Merchant, who has nothing to recommend 
but his own perſonal Abilities, and his being a 
ember of this Houle, 

'Thereſore, Sir, if you exclude all Officers of the 
wn from having Seats in this Houſe, you will, of one 
e leſſen that Regard which the Crown ny finds 
ry to ſhew to you ; and of the other, you will 
xuce, and in a manner eſtabliſh Faction and Sedition, 
any in this Houſe, but in every Part of the King- 
Dn, The chief Guard we have againſt Faction and 
top has always conſiſted in thoſe Honours, Poſts, and 
ferments, Which the Crown has the ſole Power to 
wm; If you remove that Guard out of Parliament, the 
nous great Men, who may be the Heads of Faction, 
V probably, in a ſhort Time, get the Direction not only 
us Houſe, but of moſt of the Elections in the King- 
a the Conſequence of which would certainly be a 
War between this Houſe and its Followers of one 
„ and the King and his Officers and their Followers, of 
ther; and by the Iflue of this War, let which ever 
*prev.il, our Conſtitution would certainly be undone. 
. dir, was the Caſe in the Reign of Henry III. This 
ine Caſe in the Reign of Charles I. In Henry Illd's 
we, the great Earl of Leiceſter, who was Head of the 
i 2gainft the King and his Miniſters or Officers, not 
7 got the Direction of the Parliament, but, by his own 
rity, nominated many of thole that were to be choſen 
25 
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Anno 13, Ceo as Members of this Houſe ; and if that haughty Earl! 
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and thereby turn the Majority of this Houſe againſt 


George Lyt- 
tleton, Eſq; 


We . 
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not been deſerted by the Duke of Glouceſter, and defeat 
by the Courage and Conduct of the Prince of Wales, aſte 
wards our great Edward I. that Conteſt would probabl 
have ended in a total Overthrow of our Conſtitution, az tl 
other I have mentioned did, in the Reign of Charles I. 

From all which, Sir, I muſt conclude, that the Of 
or Employments, which are or may be poſſeſſed by Mer 
bers of this Houſe, may ſerve to p up ſuch a Cor 
ſpondence and Connexion between the Crown and Parli 
ment, as will ſecure the Tranquillity of the Nation apair 
Faction and Sedition, but can never enable any Prince 
Miniſter to deſtroy our Liberties ; becauſe as ſoon as x 
ſuch Deſign becomes manifeſt, moſt of the Officers » 
have the Honour to be Members of this Houſe, will declat 


Court; and by that means we ſhall always have it ine 
Power to give a Check to the wicked Deſigns of any a 
bitious Prince or guilty Miniſter. There can, therefo 
be no Neceflity for ſuch a Bill, as the Honourable Gent 
man has been pleaſed to propoſe ; but on the contrary, 
muſt think, it would be of the moſt dangerous Conſequer 
to our Conſtitution, and for this Reaſon I muſt dec. 
againſt his Motion.” 


George Lyttleton, Eſq; 


SIR, 


* An Honourable Gentleman, at the lower End of 
Houſe, threw out a Propoſal, to ſend us all to School ay 
for the reforming our Manners. Sir, I think, our C 
ſhould be to prevent Members of Parliament-from being 
School, when they are here, from being under the Laſh 
an inſolent Minilter, as, if we may credit Hiſtory, has 
— in ſome former Parliaments. Sir, I do not mean 

arliament in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, however ſervilet 
are repreſented to have been, by an Honourable Mem 
over the way. I am afraid the Practice of Minilters u 
ing Members to Boroughs at their own Will and Pleaſt 
which he told us was uſed by the Earl of Leiceſter, has 
been dropped ſince that Time; and I wiſh our Poſterity 1 
never ſee Days leſs advantageous to Liberty. Elia 
loved her People, deſired their Honour, regarded d 
Intereſt, ſhe heard their Complaints againſt the greatel, 
moſt favoured of her Miniſters ; and yet I will own, 
there were many wrong Things done in her Reign, 
cauſe ſufficient Reſtraints were not then laid upon the Fo 
of the Crown: And therefore the Example of her * 
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vines we ſhould not allow ſuch a dangerous Influence, as 


mach on our Freedom. 
ir, conſidering how this Bill comes recommended, I 
hould have — Gentlemen would have thought it 
ming to themſelves, if not to their Country, to ſeem to 
reat it With a little Reſpect. But not ſo much as to allow it 
phe brought into the Houſe, to oppoſe the Principle of it, 
indeed very extraordinary. There have been Times, 
den, only for the ſake of that Principle, Bills of a much 
i moderate Nature, and to which there lay many Objec- 
js that cannot be made againſt this, have paſſed here with- 
u Oppoſition, Sir, for my own Part, I think, when I am 
mmoting this Bill, that 1 am contending for all I ever 
bought myſelf bound to contend for; that I am oppoſing 
ever thought it my Duty to oppoſe: All Faults and 
iſmanagements in the Adminiſtration of Government, 
tt Miſunderſtanding, the Neglect, the giving up of all 
ztional Intereſts, Diſcontent at Home, Diſhonour Abroad, 
jatever can be conceived moſt detrimental to the Good of 
be Public, is all ſo cloſely inwoven with the Evil this Bill 
wild prevent, that it can be guarded againſt, or remedied 
h o other poſſible Means. Sir, how far I am from ſup. 
king, that merely to have an Employment, without other 
uſe of Suſpicion, implies any Notion of Guilt or Corru 
tn, I need no other Proof than the Senſe I muſt have of 
yown Situation. But tho I have an Employment myſelf, 
Itink it ſtill undeniably true, that the Nation has Reaſon to 
k jealous of the Number of Placemen in Parliament; be- 
ule Nations always regard Things, and not Perſons; be. 
ul they conſider the Temptation in general, not a parti- 
lar Power of reſiſting it; and becauſe the public Wiſdom 
ht to proportion the Degree of Reſtraint to the Degree 
| Danger, that is either felt or foreſeen. 
Waile this Houſe is full of independent Gentlemen, or 
a ſuch Placemen only whoſe Places are not ſo much the 
& of their Property, that they cannot riſk the Loſs of 
em without a Spirit of Martyrdom, who have ſomething 
# their own ſufficient to outweigh their Employments, and 
ile the Number even of theſe ſhall be confined within 
me moderate Bounds, a Miniſter muſt regard this Aſſem- 
4 an awful Tribunal, before which he is conſtantly to 
Kount for his Conduct: He muſt reſpect your Judgments, 
r mult dread your Cenſures, he muſt feel your Super- inten- 
cy. But I can imagine, a future Houſe of Commons ſo 


WV with Placemen, that a SpeQator in the Gallery 
Vor. VI. E ec | 


12) tempt them, by the Advice of bad Miniſters, to en- Wd 


might 


olds out a uſeful Leſſon to us, that even to the beſt of Anno rz, Ces. 
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Anno 13, Geo might be apt to miſtake, and think himſelf at the Leyes, 
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ment, not only with the Servants of the Crown, but with th 


that ſome, who have fince ſat in Parliament, could atter 


zs a ſurprizing Thing, but it is verified by what we ſee ei 
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a Miniſter inſtead of a Parliament. The Benches here ma 
be covered not only with Officers of Rank in the Gove: 


Servants, perhaps, of thoſe Servants ; and what Sentimen: 
Sir, have we Reaſon to think the Sight of a Houſe ſo 611 
would excite in a Minifter ? Would he think himſelf int} 
Preſence of his Country, or in the midſt of a Guard th; 
would enable him to defy its Juſtice, and detide its Refer 
ment? The Poſſibility of this happening hereafter, is | 
Ground of this Bill, which therefore the People of Eng/ar 
do not only conſider as a fingle Point to be gained for the 
upon any preſent Neceſſity, bat as a general Security agait 
all they apprehend for the future. 

« Sir, my worthy Friend who made you this Motion, 
the opening of it, explained to you ſufficiently, that the 
is no Intent of running into any Extremes. If I thor 
there was, I would oppoſe it as much as any Man here, 
know but one Thing more prepoſterous than ſuch a gene 
Place-Bill, as would exclude all Perſons in Office from a 8 
in this Houſe, and that is, to leave the Number of them und 
no Limitation at all, But, for fear of ſtarving, muſt we 
of a Surfeit? Between theſe two Abſurdities, can no 
dium be found? Can't we-continue thoſe amongſt us who 
of any Uſe to the Houſe, who can give any Aſſiſtance, a 
Weight, any Facility, any Grace to our Proceedings, 
ſhur the Door againſt others whom it is neither decent, i 
ſafe to admit? Sir, the doing this is eaſy ; it will be done 
this Bill; it is what the Wiſdom of former Parliame 
would have done long before now. But the Reaſon they 
it not was, it never entered into their Thoughts to conce 


to come there; I do not mean from any perſonal Incapac 
but from the Nature itſelf of their Offices, incompatnn . 
almoſt with the very Idea of a Member of Parliament. 


Day, that the common Practice of ſome Ages goes be) 
even the Fears of the paſt, We muſt therefore ſupply 
Experience what our Predeceſſors failed to foreſee; and 
are called upon to do ſo by the unanimous Cry of the 
tion. Sir, the greateſt Affairs before us are of leſs Im... 
tance than this : It is better Spain ſhould invade the 


dom of the American Seas, than the Crown of Eng wld it 
| violate the Independence of Parliament. It is not Spa. pom 


or French Arms, but Spaniſh and French Maxims of 


+ vernment, that we ſhould have moſt to fear from, | pe, 
riggilänt Caution, the jealous Spirit of Liberty in this 


F 


i of Spain, let the Parliament of Paris be a Warning to 
his; let them ſhew us what we may come to, if we don't 
eyent the Growth of Corruption, before it produces here 
je inſenſible, gradual, fatal Change it did there. 

« Fir, I am trying to recolle& what Objections have been 
nde to this Bill, and I proteſt I can'find none that ſeem to 
ne to want a Reply, One chiefly inſiſted upon is, that it 
arries an Air of Suſpicion, Sir, in all the States that I 
ye read of, antient and modern, the moſt ſuſpicious Peo- 
je have been always the lateſt enſlaved. To ſuſpe human 
ſrilty in tempting Circumſtances is a very natural Jea- 
buſy, and a too ſecure Confidence will hardly be thought a 
luliamentary Virtue. It is painful, indeed, to be ſuſpected, 
ut the greater the Pain, the greater the Deſire ſhould be to 
nove that Suſpicion, But, Sir, againſt the preſent Houſe 
Commons, no ſuch Suſpicion can be conceived. — Upon 
nut Grounds ſhould it be founded? Upon what Probability ? 
la the private Diſcourſe of ſuch Gentlemen here, ever 
teen different from their public Behaviour? Have they ever 
alked one way, and voted another ? Have there been any 
lidications of a private Intereſt, that of any one Man ever 


0 mraling over that of the Nation, againſt Fact, Reaſon, or 
mn dice? Have not the Majority here conſtantly ſhewn the 
, a 


bongelt Conviction, that their Conduct was ſtrictly con- 
kmable to the moſt diſintereſted Love of their Country? 
ich a Houſe of Commons ought not to be, is not ſuſpected: 
kt granting ſuch a Doubt to have been formed, is this the 
ky to remove it? Will the rejecting this Bill clear our 
tataRter, or can all the Art and Power of Calumny give 
uf the Weight to an Imputation of that kind as ſuch a 
Inceeding? 

Sir, to thoſe who treat this Bill as a chimerical Thing, 
ale, ſpeculative Project, I will ſay but one Word, that 
ae molt chimerical Thing in Nature, is the Notion of a 


wy d Conſtitution, where the reſtraining Powers are not en- 
"7 exempt from Dependency. Such Liberty is, indeed, 
a eculation fit for School-boys ; for what would Terms and 


fpearances avail, if Independence were loſt ? You might 
n the vain Enſigns of your former Authority, but 
ud they give you any Dignity, would they be of any Uſe 


I d the Public? The Mace there upon your Table, what 
* "ud it ſignify? It might be borne before you with ridicu- 
wy. e Pomp, but it would be what Cromwell called it once, a 


tue Bauble;z or if it had any Weight, it would be only to 
wrels, not to protect. 


E e 2 Sir, 


d not concur with the Goodneſs, the natural Goodneſs of Anno 13, Geo; 
is Majeſty, to ſecure our free Conſtitution. Let the Cor- 
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N n 13, Geo „Sir, the preſent Form of our Government, | 


1739- 


Sir William 
Yonge. 


in needleſs Conteſts about guarding our Liberties and 


* 
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but free from Corruption, is ſo wiſely conſtituted, th 
Powers in it are ſo happily mix'd, that it has all the a: 
vantages of a Republic, without the Deſecis and Ey. 
attending one. But, on the other Side, I muſt fay, th; 
if it ſhould be corrupted, if the Controul of Parliame 
ſhould be bought off by the Crown, the very Reverf 
would be true; and it would have all the Deſects, all t 
Evils of an abſolute Monarchy, without the Advantages 
it would be a more expenſive, and worſe adminiſters 
abſolute Power, Sir, I hope it is underſtood, thatin wh 
J have faid, I am only contending for a proviſional Secorit 
againſt a Miſchief not yet felt in all its Maligaity, but ye 
of ſo increaſing a Nature, and ſuch ruinous Conſequence 
that we muſt be blind not to foreſee them, and worſe th 
careleſs not to prevent. I will only add, that every Ye 
we delay this Security, may probably add both to the 
ceſſity and Difficulty of obtaining it;; and that People « 
a-doors may be apt to judge from the Succeſs of t 
Queſtion To-day, if even now. it does not come a li 
too late,” | NESS 
Sir William Yonge. 
81 n, 
I] am very ready to allow, that it is laudable in a f 
People to be jealous of their Liberties ; and to be read 
repel the leaſt Attack that can be made upon them. 
I cannot think it very prudent to ſhew any outward 81 
of this Jealouſy, without ſome real and immediate Cau 
and when Diviſions and Animoſities are ſtirred up amor 
a free People, about guarding againſt an Attack that 
never made nor thought of, I ſhall always be incline 
impute it to any thing, rather than to a true and diſu 
reſted Regard for the public Good. All Conteſts ab 
altering or amending our Conſtitution, eſpecially v 
they are nurſed up, and carried on without Doors, as 
as within, I muſt look on as a political Sort of Wark 
and, I think, no Sort of War ought ever to be be 
without ſome real Offence of one Side or other. If 
Nation is to be ſet in a Ferment, about providing 1 
every imaginary Danger that may be ſuggeſted 
melancholy and gloomy Diſpoſition, we ſhall always b 
much taken up with providing againſt imaginary and dil 
domeſtic Dangers, that we may - probably, ſome Tim 
other, overlook, and neglect to pony againſt a real 
imminent foreign Danger; and thus, whilſt we are eng 


pe 


( 213 ) 
fies: inſt the Invaſions of one another, we may at laſt Anno 13, Geo. 
. dk left entirely at the Mercy of ſome foreign II. 1739. 


yader. 
. For this Reaſon, I am not for endeavouring to be ſo 
ick-fighted as ſome Gentlemen pretend to be, nor ſhall 
ſever be for making an Alteration in our Conſtitution, in 
ner to provide againſt _ it may be expoſed to, 
ill that Danger begins to be in ſome Degree felt, as well 
u foreſeen ; and therefore, I think, no Gentleman can 

, that I ſhould agree to the Motion now under our 

(ſideration. Whatever may be our Fate in future Times, 
m ſure, it cannot be ſaid, that in his preſent Majeſty's 
Icign, or ander the preſent Adminiſtraeion, the leaſt 
tempt has been made upon the Freedom of Parlia- 
gent, or to gain a corrupt Influence over any Member 
if this Houſe. If our Parliaments had ever once of 
vie Years, at the Inftigation of the Crown, agreed to, 
rapproved of any Thing that look'd like an — 
zent, either upon the Rights and Liberties of the People, 
rupon the Property of any private Man in the Kingdom, 
ut Agreement or Approbation might have been ſuſpected 
(proceeding from ſome corrupt [nfluence. But as no ſuch 
lereement or Approbation has ever been obtained, as no 
ltempt has been lately made by the Crown to obtain any 
ich, I can ſee no Reafon for the preſent Motion, or for 
tat Outcry againſt Corruption, that has been of late ſo 
wuſtriouſly propagated all over the Nation. 

Corruption, I know, Sir, like arbitrary Power and 
woden Shoes, is a moſt hideous Word, and I ſhall grant, 
tht it may be of a dangerous Conſequence to the Liberties 
i a free People; but there are two Things that mult 
tacur, before it can ever become dangerous, and that is, 
| general Depravity of Manners among the People, and 
1 wicked Deſign in thoſe that ym them. If Virtue 
weails among the Generality of the People, if they are 
it generally guided by ſelfiſh and corrupt Motives, an 
mbitious Court can never propoſe to ſucceed in their 
Irigns, by Means of Corruption, let their Fund for that 
fupoſe be never ſo extenſive; and if the Governors of a 
re People have no ambitious or wicked Deſigns, no Fund 
br Corruption can ever be dangerous in their Hands ; but, 
n the contrary, it may be neceſſary for preſerving the 
llappineſs and Tranquillity of the People; for, if the 
teople be generally corrupt, if they be generally guided 
liſh and corrupt Mot:ves, their Governors mult have 
Werewithal to ſatisfy thoſe Views, which, with molt Men, 
de their only Motives for Action; otherwiſe it will be 

imppoſſible 
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Anno 13, deo impoſſible to get a Majority of the People to concur, 
>> Preſervation. 
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in thoſe Meaſures that are abſolutely neceſſary for their — 


It is therefore evident, Sir; that thoſe who think » 
are in any preſent Danger from Corruption, mult be 
Opinion, that a general Depravity of Manners has of 1; 
crept in among the People of this Kingdom, and that } 
Majeſty, by the Advice of evil Counſellors, has forme 
Deſigns againſt the Liberties of his People; which is ; 
Opinion, that, I hope, is far from being entertained. h 
any Gentleman in this Houſe, Whatever Opinion we m 
have of the Generality of our Countrymen, I hope « 
Gentleman thinks, that his Majeſty has any Deſig 
againſt the Liberties of his People, or that he would harbe 
any ſuch, were it in his Power to carry them into B 
tion. What are we then to do by the Bill propoſed ? 
a general Depravity of Manners does not ak ps 
without the leaſt Shadow of Reaſon, to deprive the Peox 
ef the Service of thoſe, who, if they are honeſt, are ce 
tainly beſt able to ſerve their Country in Parliament; 
if a general Depravity of Manners does prevail, we are 
deprive his Majeſty, who, we are certain, can have 
bad Deſigns, of the only Means he can have for carryi 
his good Del:gns into Execution, or, indeed, for anſyeri 
any one End of Government. 
But now, Sir, let me ſuppoſe, which, I am ſure, th 

is no Ground for, that a Majority of this Houſe : 
only think, that the People of this Nation are ge 
rally governed by ſelfiſh and corrupt Motive, but al 
that his Majeſty has, by the Advice of evil Counſellc 
formed Deſigns againſt the Liberties of the People: E 
in this Caſe, can we ſuppoſe that this Bill would 
a proper Remedy? From Experience we muſt concli 
that it would have a quite contrary Effect: Like the f 
denying Ordinance in Cromwell's Time, it would not of. * 
facilirate, but haſten that very Conſequence it is intendee 3 , 
prevent. The Paſſing of ſuch a Bill, would be an mi b N. 
diate and infallible Cauſe of a Diviſion and Contention Wy his 7 
tween the King and his Parliament, which would of cc ＋ 
drive both to Extremes; and as we have ſuppoſed b bs 1 
Sides governed by ambitious and ſelfiſh Views only, whi g 
ever Side prevailed, the Contention would end, as it 
in Cromweli's Time, in the- Eſtabliſhment of arbit 
Power. Therefore, if there were any preſent Dan 
from Corruption, the only Method for providing ef 
ally againſt it would be, to take proper Meaſures 
relloring the Virtue of the People, and for — 
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nſellors from the King, both which may be done by Anno iz, Geo 
1liament, but can never be dope by ſuch a Bill as is now II. 1739. 

ſed ; and therefore, I muſt be againſt giving Leave to 

ung in a Bill, which, I think, can in no Caſe be of any 
eryice, and which may, probably, be attended with moſt 

prnicious, Conſequences,” 


Edward Southwell, Eſq; 


Sl Ry 
The Bill now moved for, is of ſo great Conſequence, Edu. Sonth- 
þzrdently defired by the Nation in general, that I cannot Well £14 
dy myſelf with giving a bare Aſſent to the Motion for 
vioging it in, and therefore, I muſt venture upon the 
kid Taſk of betraying my own Inability, rather than fit 
dent in a Debate, whereon, I think, the Freedom and 
Wependency of Parliament, and the very Being of our 
(iititution depend. A Debate, Sir, which, by its Event, 
zeſt, in effect, determine, whether the Commons of 
Grat-Britain are ever hereafter to be properly repreſented 
2 this Houſe, whether we are really to be any longer 
ihee People or no. 
at would ill become me, Sir, to dare to inſinuate the 
ef Reflection upon any of thoſe Gentlemen who have the 
lenour to be employed in his Majeſty's Service, or to be 
Woguiſhed by his Royal Favour. Their Rank and their 
on claim a due ReſpeR, and I have ever paid them ſuch 
becomes a Freeman, As Gentlemen, and as Individuals, 
ure a great Regard for them; but as Legiſlators, and as 
aggregate Body, I muſt own, their Numbers, their Power, 
u their Influence here, may give juſt Grounds of Jealouſy 
« Apprehenſion, to every Man that underſtands the Na- 
rand admires the Wiſdom of our happy Conſtitution ; 
ectally if we ſhould ever happen to ſee an Union, or Coa- 
don of their ſeveral Intereſts, for their mutual Support, 
u, as it were, in one common Cauſe, whenever the State 
tor Army, or Navy, of our Treaſury, or Revenue, or of 
Nation in general, ſhall come under the Conſideration 
[this Houſe. 
We juſtly value ourſelves on the Wiſdom and Equity 
dur Laws, for trying the Life, Liberty, and Property of 
r meaneſt Subject, by impartial Judges, and diſintereſled 
es, Shall we be thus careful of the Liberties and Pro- 
Fries of private Men, and take no care of the Liberties 
© Properties of the People in general? Shall we remove 
Juror, in a Caſe of private Property, if it appears that he 
an [ntereſt in either Side of the Queſtion ; and in a Caſe 
public Property, ſhall we admit a Majority, or near a 
Majority, 
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Anno 13, Geo Majority of thoſe that are to be Judges, to conſiſt of ſuch 
IL 1739 have the whole, or the greateſt Part of their Subſiſtenc 
WWD depending upon one Side, perhaps the wrong Side, of t 
Queſtion ? Sure!y, Sir, this great Council, which is entruſte 
with the Happineſs, the Property, and Purſe of the Natior 
demands, at leaſt, equal Care and Attention: The Gr 
dians of the Laws, Liberties, and public Intereſt, Ough 
above all Men, to be diſintereſted and independent; free n 
on!y from the Imputation, but even from the leaf Faſpicic 
of any pecuniary Biaſs whatever. In private Life, it wa 
be abſurd to allow any Man to fit as Judge and Jury in 
own Cauſe; and in this Houſe, where our All 1s at 
is 1t not equally abſurd, may it not be deſtructive? 
dir, there is no Defign to turn out of this Houſe, eye 
Gentleman that has a Place or Office under the Crown. 
the Bill now moved for, all thoſe who have Places or Offi 
under the Crown are to be excluded from having Seats 
this Houſe, except ſuch Placemen and Officers as ſhall 
named in the Bill; and when this Exception comes. to 
fi led up, it will appear, that there may ſtill be at leak 
Placemen and Officers in this Houſe, which ſurely is 
Number ſufficient for anſwering all the good Purpoſes 
the Crown; and, I hope, no Gentleman will ſay, we ou 
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; to have ſuch a Number of Placemen and Officers in f 
4 Houte, as may anſwer thoſe bad Purpoſes which ſome fun Fe 
=_ smbitious King, or bad Miniſter, may happen to he r 
1 View, or may be prompted to have in View, when he c 
i ſiters, that he has ſuch a great Number of Placemen dt: 
3 Officers in this Houſe. © {obo 6: T 
1 The long and expenſive Wars this Nation has b 
" obliged to carry on, for the juſt Defence of our Relig 8 
. our Laws, and our Liberties, have engaged us in imma ' The 
2 Debts : Theſe Debts till ſubfiſt, and have had this 
* Conſequence, that, while they have ſettled the Bala 
= | Power Abroad, I fear they have overturned the Balanc D. 
WW Power at Home. They have raiſed a numerous Swart Wit 
8 Revenue and Exciſe. Officers, and other Tax-Gath imp 
who have overſpread the Nation like Locuſts. It 1 ti 
known what Influence theſe Officers and Tax- Salbe | bt: | 
22 have upon Elections, and I may alſo ſay, it is well kr its E 
7 what Uſe they make of it. They influence our Elect iT"! to | 
a not only while they live, but alſo when they die; for 0 Th 
i Electors are influenced by the Hopes of ſucceeding ty on 
4 « We are again engaged in a juſt and neceſlary R aP] 
bt whereby our Fleets are become more numerous, our * Pe 
a Forces greatly increaſed, and more and more Levies0 1 

rines every Day made, Theſe Augmentauons mult t + 
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le Weight of Power into that Scale, which ſees al] Anno ig, Ce 
nady to be charged beyond its due Proportion, and of II. 1739 
wurle the Freedom” of Parliament, and the Security of 
ur Conſtitution, will be thereby more endangered, Which 
us raiſed great Jealouſies all over the Nation. 
« This Bill, Sir, feems to be the only ſure Method to 
lay theſe Jealouſies, and to prevent theſe Dangers. It is 
n meant to exclude all Placemen from Parliament: It is 
zeant only to reſtrain and limit the Number of Placemen, 
hich in fature Parliaments may become ſo great, as to be 
aconſiſtent with the Freedom of Parliament, or the Preſer- 
ation of our Conftitution. This Effect the Bill will have, 
{ luckily for us and our Poſterity, it be paſſed into a Law; 
a this is not the only good Effect it will have. Beſides 
ks, it will have many other good Effects: It will not only 
init the Number of Placemen in Parliament; but it will 
ih ſoon leſſen their Number, and their Expence in general. 
F this Bil! ſhould be paſſed, new Places would not be 
cated, many old ones would be aboliſhed, no more Officers 
mild be employed than were abſolutely neceſlary ; and, I 
xy believe, no more would be allowed them than they 
kidly earned: A mall Salary would then fatisfy a Clerk 
in Offce, who might now, perhaps, reject it, as a Mem- 
I« of this Houſe 3 and Men might well afford to ſerve for 
uf Pay, who had no Intereſt to 18 and no other Merit 
eſſary for the Poſt they enjoy, or the Poſt they aſpire to, 
u the bare Qualification for that, and that alone. They 
ld then become Men of one Calling, and of one Buſi- 
b: They would be more diligent and faithful in the Diſ- 
urge of their Duty, becauſe they would be more afraid 
being ca led to Account. | 
'The Nation, Sir, grows daily more jealous of its Li- 
nes, and more zealous for the Security of them, by the 
res of this Bill; and, therefore, I hope that, at leaſt, ſo 
6 Deferencewill be paid to the Voice of the People, as 
unit their Repreſentatives fully to debate the Merits of 
b important Cauſe. The Voice of the People is well 
the Attention, the ſerious Attention of a wiſe Legi- 
we: It is a Voice that firſt or laſt will be heard, and will 
R its Effect: It is a Voice that is not to be ſilenced, that 
It to be ſmothered, much leſs to be rejected with Con- 


Therefore, Sir, in Duty to his Majeſty, that he may 
M happy in the Hearts, in the AﬀeQions, and Confidence 
is People, which alone can render him powerful at 
bw, and formidable Abroad; in Juſtice to my Country, 
i theſe valuable Rights and Privileges, derived to us 
You” VI. Ff Com 


Anngiz, Geo. from our Anceſtors, may be tranſmitted down to Poterity ; 
II. 725. great Truſt 


Henry Pel- 
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in Diſcharge of my own, Conſcience, and of the gtes 
repoſed in me by my Conſtituents, I thopght, myſelf, oblig. 
notwithſtanding the juſt Senſe-I have of my Inability, 
to give this public Teſtimony of my Approbation of what 
is propoſed, and I do moſt heartily join in the Mation for 
bringing in this important and moſt neceſſary Bill. 
Henry Pelham, Eſq; * 
S1n, | 7 . 
© The Honourable Gentlemen, who in this Debate ha 
ſpoke in favour of the Motion, ſeem all, by their Argu 
ments, to preſume, that every Gentleman, who haz a P 
or Office under the Crown, is to receive Directions from the 
Crown, with regard to his Behaviour in this Houſe; and that 
he will always vote and act here according to thele-Direc 
tions. Sir, if there were any Ground for ſuah a Preſum: 
tion, if I thought that there could ever be any Ground fo 
ſuch a Preſumption, I ſhould moſt readily agree to this Mc 
tion: I ſhould not only be for excluding all ſuch Gentleme 
from having Seats in this Houſe, but I ſhould be for laying 
them under all the Incapacities which Exciſe-Officers are 
already by Law ſubjected to. I ſhould be for - preyenting 
their endeavouring to perſuade any Elector to give, or tc 
diſſuade any from giving his Vote for any Candidate at at 
Election. But I am very far from ſuppoſing, that tl 
Crown, or any Miniſter of the Crown, will ever attempt t 
give DireCtions to any Member of this Houſe, with 
to his Behaviour here; and much leſs can I ſuppoſe, tl 
any Gentleman, who has the Honour to be choſen a Mem 
ber of this Houſe, would ſubmit to follow ſuch Directions 
for the. ſake of any Place or Office he can have or 
from the Crown, When a Gentleman is choſen a Membe 
of this Houſe, he thereby becomes a Counſellor. for his $c 
vereign, as well as a Trultee for the People, and, in bot 
theſe reſpects, he is in Honour bound to give his Opinio 
freely and ſincerely upon every Queſtion that /occurs, 
Place or Office under the Crown may prevent his alpgiatin 
himſelf with thoſe that appear to be diſaffected or diſec 
tented, or it may engage his Aſſent in Things that appe 
to be indifferent, or of no great Moment; but it can deve 
engage his Approbation of any Meaſure that appears to 4 
inconſiſtent with the Liberties. of the People, and-conſe 
quently, with the Security of the Crown; for theſe 
have now ſuch a mutual Dependance, that no Attempt c 
be made upon either, without at the ſame time weakenin 
the other, 0 


* 
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fror this Reafon, Sir, I ſhodld think our Liberties und 


ty, Crown, provided they were regularly and fairly"choſen, 
hat which they could not be, unleſs they were Gentlemen of 
Characters, of good Fortunes, and of a good Family 
atereſt in their Country: With ſach a Parliament, if the 
(rown ſhould begin to form _s ta Deſigns, ſome 
ky of this Majority might, perhaps, be brought over; by 
te Hopes of great Preferment, or by the Fears of loſing 
phat they poſſeſſed ; but the greateſt Part of them would 
erainly join the Party againſt the Court, for this very good 
Reaſon, becauſe it would be the moſt certain way of pre- 
ering not only their own Fortunes, but alſo the Places and 
(fices they enjoyed. If they ſhould join with the Court 
u giving a Parliamentary SanQion to ſuch Deſigns, and 
chbliſhing an arbitrary Power in the Crown, they would 
tot only render their own private Fortunes precarious, but 
they would put it in the Power of the Crown to turn them 
out of the Places and Offices they poſfefs without any Dan- 
r; and this would, probably, be the Conſequence ; for 
the loweſt and moſt upſtart Fellows are generally the beft 
ferrants, and moſt humble Slaves to a haughty Prime 
Miniter of an abſolute Sovereign. This, I fay, would be 
the Caſe, with regard even to thoſe Placenien of Family 
ud Fortune, who 'had concurred in the Eſtabliſhment of 
ubitrary Power: They would be all turned out, and more 
lumble Slaves, or at leaſt, Slaves to whom the Crown and 
„ Miniſters did not owe ſach Obligations, would he put 
to their room, as ſoon as it could be done without Danger 
M overturning that loſty Fabric of Power, which by their 
Afiltance had been erected. wo 
* This, Sir, would be the certain Fate of all Gentlemen 
Character, Family, and Fortune in the Country, if they 
hould, for the fake of preſerving: their Poſts or Offices, 
pin with the Slaves of a Court in giving a Parliamentary 
tion to, and thereby eſtabliſhing an arbitrary Power. 
On the other hand, if moſt of them ſhould declare again 
de Court, _ 2s, I believe, would be the Caſe, they would 
anediately put an end to ſuch a wicked Adminiſtration. 
The Parliament would immediately remove all ſuch evil 
Counſellors from about the Throne, and probably ſend 
liem where they deſerved ; in which Caſe, it would be out 
their Power to adviſe the King to remove thoſe Placemen 
lat had voted againſt them ; and the new Adminiſtration 
wald be bound in Gratitude, to continue in Office thoſe 
kat had contributed to their Advancement, and to the _ 
F f 2 ic 


| Anno, 13 web. 
Conſticution in no Danger, even tho” = Majority of this II. 1739. 
g Houſe confifted of fuch as held Places and Offices under the GW WW 
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Anno z, Geo. lief of their Country. Nay, for their own fakes: + 
Ez. would be obliged to continue them, and to reſſore foch- 

ad been removed, becauſe thoſe Placemen and Officer wh; 

had given ſuch a Teſtimony of their Honour, and of thei 
generous Love for their Country, would thereby. become 
popular, and acquire ſuch an additional Intereſt in the; 
reſpective Counties, that it would be very dangerous coli: 
the new Adminiſtration.to do them any Injuſtice, _ | 
From hence, Sir, I think it is evident, our Conſlit 
tion can never be in Danger from any Number of Place, 
and Offices that can be held by the Members of this Hou 
On the contrary, I think, the chief Security of our Cor 
ſtitution conſiſts in this very Power or Capacity, which th 

' Members of this - Houſe have, of enjoying Places and 

Offices under the Crown; becaufe, the Crown is thereh 
obliged to employ Gentlemen of Character, Fortune, and 
Intereſt, in the executive, Part of our Government. Whe 
two Gentlemen are Candidates ſor any Place or Office i 
the executive Part of our Government, both equally qu 
lified as to perſonal Abilities, but one, a, Gentleman « 
good Fortune and Family, the other of neither, I believe 
will be granted, that the former ought to be preferred 
and as long as Placemen or Officers are allowed Seats i 
this Houſe, or Votes at Elections, the Crown, or tl 
Miniſters of the Crown, will certainly prefer the forme: 
in order to prevent his appearing againſt them, in be 
Matters of an indifferent Nature, either in this Houſe, | 
at Elections; but if by preferring him, they ſhould rende 
it impoflible for him to do them any Service, either in th 
Houſe, or at Elections, they would, certainly prefer ti, 
other, becauſe he wonjd be a more obedient and ſubmiſſ 
Tool, and much more attached to their perſonal Intere the 
and 8iſet x. 08 42 | 

The Conſequence, therefore, of excluding moſt Placeme 
and Officers from having Seats in this Houſe will be, th ar ( 
in a ſhort Time, none but Men of low Birth and no fortuſ 
will be employed in our Army and Navy, and in eve 
other Poſt or Office, that is neceſſary for the executive Pall cur 
of our Government; and if this ſhould ever happen to Again 

. the Caſe, I ſhould think cur Conſtitution in, much greats Bars 21 

Danger, than it could be, ſhould every Member of th ed 
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4 Houſe have a Share in the executive, as well as be h of P, 
4 in the legiſlative Part of the Government of his Count; 2 
« For this Reaſon, I muſt be of Opinion, that as long of tl 
10 you leave the executive Part of your Government, in ar C. 

Crown, you ought to leave the Conſtitution upon ti: and 


Footing it now ſtands, if you have a Mind to . War 
: od 
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in bring overternet|-by an Army commanded by Officers, Arino iz, Ges. 
filed by a great Number Placemen, of uo Birth or 3 1739- 
ume in their Country, and conſequently, ready to join 
gh an ambitious Prince or Rae in overturning” the 
lderties of their Country. 

Whilſt we have Parliaments; Sir, and thoſe Partiaments 
wularly choſen, according to the Laws aſready in being, 
E have no Notion, that the Majority ef ſüch a Par- 

nt can be prevailed on by Places or Preſerments, to 

jo in arbitrary Defigns or oppreſſive Meaſures; the valy 
2 we are in is, left the Crown ſhould'be tempted, 
obliged to govern without a Parliament; and this 
u the juſteſt and wiſeſt Prince may find himſelf obliged 
do, if you ſhould take away all thoſ egal Powers, 
ch our Anceſtors have found neceſſary to be lodged in 
Crown, in order to enable it to withſtand Faction and 
jon, We know-how giddy the Populace are in every 
try: We know how apt the People are to be led 
FA the artful Heads of Faction, whoſe ſecret Deſigns 
generally very different from their pablic Profeſſions, 
| viſe Governments foreſee Dangers and Inconveniences 
z great Diſtance, and, in order to avid theſe Dangers, 
oten obliged to rake Meaſures, that may ſeem wrong 
ppreſive to the Ignorant : They may often have wife 
lzood Reaſons for what they do, and yet thoſe Reaſons | 
be ſuch as muſt. not be publicly explained. Theſe a 
rumiances the Heads of Faction, the Diſaffected, and 
Diſcontented, take Advantage of, in order to miſ- 
jelent the Government to the Multitude ; and by theſe 
ans, even againſt a juſt and = Prince, a general Diſ- 
ent may be made to prevail for ſome ſhort Time, and 
the Eyes of the People be opened. If ſuch a Prince 
10 Honours to beſtow, nor any Rewards to give to 
d as do not allow themſelves to be led away by 
ar Clamours, his Government would be tore to 
ks by a factious Parliament, or he would be obliged 
ary i: on without any Parliament at all; and in either 
=, our Conſtitution would be undone. 

againſt this Danger we are guacded, Sir; by the 
ars and Favours which the Crown may beſtow upon 
* Electors and Members who do not, out of an Affecta- 
* Popularity, chime in with every popular Diſ- 
; and this, I think, is the only Uſe the Crown can 
of thoſe Honours, Places' and Offices; which it- has, 
ur Conſtitution, at its Diſpoſal. "Theſe Honours, 
©, and Offices, may be a Support to the Crown againſt 
Maar Frenzy or Deluſion, and may ſupport it — 


(aa)! 
legal Way, till the People have Leiſure to conſider. 
N. Senſes. 27 theſe, many Gentlemen 1 


be prevented from joining with a | 1 
at Elections or in Parliament, may at both be k 
firm in their Duty to their King and Country z but 
theſe, no Gentleman of any Family or Fortune can 
revailed on to join with the Crown in deſtroying 
TE es cn 
I hope, Sir, our Privi are as 

no Danger. As long as the People are guided by = 
of Virtue and public Good, their Liberties and -Privile 
never can be in Danger from any Honours or Reward 
Crown has, or may have in its Power to beſtow. Bu 
the People ſhould ever become ſo abandoned, as t 

Majority of them ſhould be ready to ſacrifice their Libe 
and Privileges for a preſent Reward, it would, I thi 
be a very ridiculous Undertaking, to endeavour 2o'gi 
againſt it by Laws, which the People would certainly rey 
as ſoon as their Purchaſers deſired it. Nay, in ſac 
| Caſe, I ſhould think, it would be happy for the Peopl 
have their Liberties and Privileges taken from them; 
when the Individuals of a Community make no other 
of the Liberties and Privileges they enjoy, but to x 
upon the Public, I am certain thoſe Liberties and 
vileges muſt be taken away, or the Community itſelf 
ſooh be deſtroyed. Therefore, if it be ſuppoſed, that 


: bY Crown may, by means of Places and Offices, get a Ihe 
ny Jority in Parliament, that, for the fake of the Places ag 
"2s Offices they enjoy, will ſacrifice the Liberties and FH - 
ir leges of their- Country, it may be an Argument 26 
ft Putting an End to all Parliaments, and eſtabliſhing an h * 
" limited Power in the Crown, but it can be no Argun yo 
" for the Bill now propoſed; for if we can ſuppoſe, that. 


Majority of any future Parliament will be ſuch, a3 
entirely governed by their own immediate Intereſt, | 
ſure they will make uſe of the Privileges they art inve 
with as Members, in order to accompliſh that whic 
their only Aim, and if they find they cannot accompli 
by ſerving the Crown, they will endeavour to accomp 
it by deſtroying the Crown, and, probably, by overtur 
our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment. - 

This, indeed, is the Conſequence I chiefly appreb 
We know, Sir, how numerous the Diſaffected Hill ar 
this Kingdoms and they, we may ſuppoſe, are not 1 
fible of the Prejudice that has been done to their Fat 
by the Places and Offices which are at the Diſpo 
the Crown. Theſe Places and Offices are, as I have 
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at Uſe to the „ and, I think, to the Nation, Anng i; Ge 
eventing Gentlemen from joining with a” Faction, or Wenn.» 
ing them away from it ; and the Jacobites are ſenſible, 
have loſt many by this "Means; ſome, perhaps, after 
had got them a Seat in this Houſe. For this Reaſon, 
ind, they are, in every Part of the Kingdom, great 
ons of this Bill. I hope, we have none of them now 
his Houſe ; I am“ ſure the Hon. Gentlemen who have 
"old and promoted this Bill, can lie under no ſuck 
tation, nor can they be ſuſpected of any ſuch Mo- 
s; but we know, that without Doors, the Clamours 
this Bill are zealouſly promoted by the Diſaffected, 
ch cannot proceed from any Principle of Liberty, 
ale from their Principles, they muſt be for enlarging, 
at of diminiſhing, the Power of the Crown. It can 
ned from nothing, but an Opinion, that it would 
te their Cauſe : And, as I happen, in this Caſe, to 
of the fame Opinion with rhem; as I am afraid that, 
de Bill ſhould paſs into a Law, we might have a 
vrity of Jacobites, inſtead of Placemen in this Houſe, 
ore, I muſt be againſt giving it any Countenance, 
conſequently, againit the Motion, for Leave to bring 
1 


Filiam Palteney, Eſqs if 
=—_: WOE "8 
Ide Oppoſition made to this Motion is, in my ©Opi- 

one of the ſtrongeſt Arguments that can be made uſe William Pult- 
nits Favour, and muſt, I think, appear ſo to every ney, Eſq; \ 
who conſiders the Perſons concerned in that Oppo- | | 
and the Arguments they make uſe of for ſup- 
ky it. Who are the Perſons' that oppoſe this Mo- 
| Who were they that have always oppoſed ſuch 
ons? Placemen, Miniſters, and the Favourites or 
mers of Miniſters. What do they ſay for juſtifying " 
| Oppoſition ? They deny a Principle, a Maxim, 
u in all Ages, in all Countries, has hitherto been 
wedged, and, upon which, many of our Laws now 
ug are founded, That a Gentleman's Behaviour in 
iouſe may be influenced by a Place, or a Penſion, . 
Maxim univerſally acknowledged, and in this King- 

b much eſtabliſhed,” that we have, already, by Law, 
ned many of the former, and alt the latter, from 

g Seats in this Houſe. We have, already, by Law, 
Wall Penfioners from having Seats in this Houſe 3 

| ſhould be glad to know the Difference between a | 
n of 1000/,-a Veat, and 4 Place with à Salary a 
1000 4% 
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Seo. 1000 J. a Year. I know of none, only chat he hn 
is generally, more valuable than tha, ſormet ! and, the 
, = fore, a Gentleman. will be more loth to loſe it, or to: gi 
a. Vote in this Houſe, that may diſoblige a Migifter w. 
can take it from him. A 1. 2463 gi 783 8 485773 350 bad 
I ſay, Sir, that a Place, with a, Salary ef 1060. 
Year, is more valuable than a Penſion of 10000. a Ven 
becauſe a Place furniſhes a Gentleman with an Opportuni 
to ſerve, his: Friends, and, perhaps, to provide ſome 
them with, little Places or 's ces under him. To which 
mult add, that a Place often furniſhes a Gentleman; who 
not very ſcrupulous, with an Opportunity of plundering } 
Country yearly, of twice, perhaps ten times, the Value 
his Salary ; and this, I muſt obſerve, makes another ye 
material Difference between a Place and a Penſion; A Plat 
man may very probably be a Perſon, - whoſe Conduct ti 
Hauſe ought to enquire into: He may be a public Cri 
nal, and therefore he will certainly be againſt an impart 
and ſtrit Enquiry into the Conduct of any Miniſter, Office 
or Placeman, leſt the Enquiry ſhould at laſt light upon hit 
ſelf. There is, therefore, greater Reaſon for excluding 
Placemen, than for excluding all Penſioners from hay 
Seats in this Houſe, Our admitting ſome of the forme 
does not proceed from an Opinion, that a Gentlem⸗ 
Behaviour may not be influenced by a Place, as much as 
a Penſion, but from the Neceſſity we are under, of havi 
ſome great Officers amongſt us, in order to give us prop 
Information and Direction, in many Affairs that muſt cor 
under our Conſideration. 2 0 
For this Reaſon, when I hear Gentlemen, who ha 
very good Places, gravely telling us, that no Gentleman 
Family or Fortune can, by any Place he may enjoy or e 
pect, be induced to join in Meaſures, that may be of dang 
rous Conſequence to the Conſtitution or Liberties: of | 
Country, I think it is a clear Proof, not only that the Bel 
viour of a Gentleman of Family and Fortune may he inf 
enced by the Poſts he enjoys or expects, but alſo, that | 
Judgment may be biaſed. He may be, thereby, induced 
think thoſe Things indifferent, or of no Moment, that 
far from being ſo: He may be, thereby, induced to thi 
the Liberties of his Country in no Danger, when they 3 
upon the very Brink of Deſtruction. I ſhall grant, Sir, ti 
we ought not raſhly, and without juſt Cauſe, to make a 
Alteration in our Conſtitution, nor ought we. to fright 
ourſelves with fanciful Dangers ; but if the Danger we nt 
apprehend, from the great, Number of Officers and Pla 
men in this Houſe, be ſuggeſted only by a melancholy 
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y Diſpoſition, that Diſpoſition is, I am ſure, now be- Annorz, Ceo 
ane epidemical ; for there is not, I believe, a Man in the 111739. 
Xation, not poſſeſſed, or in Expectation of ſome Poſt or | 
enlon under the Crown, who does not apprehend this 
hanger, or who is not convinced of its being not only real, 
t imminent. Placemen and Penſioners may, it is true, be 
 z more gay Diſpoſition than others, and therefore not ſo 
io apprehend our Conſtitution's being in Danger; but for 
his very Reaſon, we ought not to have a Majority of them 


* a this, Houſe; for if ever we ſhould, I may prognoſticate, ? 
tat their Gayety will give the reſt of the Nation good | 


(uſe to be melancholy, | | 
An Honourable Gentleman who has had ſeveral, and - 
ks now a very good Place, has been pleaſed to tell us, that | 
ought never to think of providing againſt any Danger, | 
il it be felt, as well as foreſeen. I do not know, Sir, what | 
tat Gentleman may feel, or foreſee ; but I can aſſure him, | 
te Nation thinks it has often felt the Influence of Places | 
nd Penſions in this Houſe. I ſhall not undertake the invi- * 
dens Taſk of ſhewing how, or when, that Influence has i 
ken felt; but I may fay in general, that even of late i 
ſears, there have been many Queſtions in this Houſe, which . 
wald not have gone as they did, had we had few or no = 
(icers or Placemen amongſt us; and if all the Officers and 
Pxcemen would now retire, or refuſe to give their Votes in 
is Queſtion, in which they may properly be ſaid to be Par- 
is concerned, I ſhould not doubt the Succeſs of my Ho- 
wrable Friend's Motion. In this Houſe, we ought to ſee 


| ith the ame Eyes our Conſtituents ſee with, and we ought 
man WW" {tel what the Nation feels, which is a good Reaſon for | 
or admitting but few Placemen, and no Penſioners amongſt 1 
8; for both the ſeeing and feeling of him who receives | 


j00l. or 1000). a Year, will always be very different from 
e ſeeing and feeling of thoſe that pay it. The Diffe- 
ute between the Foreſight of Placemen, and that of the 
tion, is notorious, and very remarkable, in this, that the 
mer are mighty quick at foreſeeing thoſe Dangers, which 
mon the keeping up of a Standing-Army, but with re- | 
pi! to thoſe Dange?s that threaten our Conſtitution, they _ 
we hitherto appeared to be almoſt quite blind ; whereas 
* Nation has always been, and, I hope, always will be, 
ck-hghted with regard to thoſe Dangers that threaten 
n Conſtitution, and never very apprehenſive of any of 
oe Dangers that are uſually pretended for our keeping 
V numerous Standing Army. This, I ſay, is a remark- 
de Difference, with regard to the Faculty of ſeeing or 


ering any Danger ; and with regard to that of feeling,” 
Vor. VI. G g it 
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Anno 13 Geo it is certain, a Gentleman of 1900]; a Year Efiate,, whi 


— pays 7ool. a Year towards our national Taxes," and ha *" 
, a Penſion or Salary of 1000]. a Year paid him out of thoſe Relc 
Taxes, can never be ſo ſenſible of- their Weight, as a1 zCa 
other Gentleman of 1000].. a Year Eſtate, who pays by he c 

gool. a Year towards our national Taxes, and has no Penſio ben 

or Salary coming in. Therefore, I hope, the Honourab ©" 

| | Gentleman will forgive me, if I ſay, that our Liberties ma 
be in the molt imminent and real Danger, tho” neither he le 
nor any other Placeman, either feels or foreſees it; and you! 

this, I think, is a very good Reaſon, why. our Liberte ** 

ſhould not be committed to their Keeping. nell 

I ſhall admit, Sir, that a Gentlemen of Family, Fe oſt 

tune, Character, and Intercit in his Country, is not ſo liab ou 

to be influenced by a Place he may enjoy or expect; as on > 

who has none of theſe Advantages ; but will any Gentleman 

ſay, that none but Gentlemen of Family, Fortune, Chi hy 

racer, and Intereſt in their Country, can get themſelve * 

hoſen Members of. this Houſe ? Do not we know, that W® © 

Miniſter may get a Man choſen, tho' he has neither Famil far 

Fortune, Chalader, nor Intereſt to recommend him? n 

not we know, that molt of the little Boroughs upon o 7 

Coaſts, are already, by means of our Cuſtom-Houſe, a n | 

Sea-Officers, brought entirely under the Direction of o 7 

Adminiſtration? And if the late Exciſe Scheme had pal h Wn 

into a Law, I believe, the Caſe would, by this time, ha "a 

been the fame, with regard to molt of the little Inland m 

rouglis in the Kingdom. Suppoſe this ſhould hereafter i bo 

brought about, by means of ſome ſuch Scheme, palt into * 

Law, at the End of a Sefſion, aud before People had time * 

conſider its Conſequences: Could we ſuppoſe, that a wick * 

or ambitious NMinier. would ever allow a Gentleman ws 

Famtiy or Föôrtune to be choſen by auy of. the Boroug| ” 

under his Direction, unleſs he were ſuch a one as would | , = 

influenced by the Place the Miaifter had given, or co — 

ive him; e 51 

w In this Caſe, Sir, let us conſider, that of the 513 Met - 

bers that repreſent England and Wales, there are but « * 

choſen by Counties, and of the remaining 421, there are * 

jealt 350 choſen by Cities, Boroughs, and Cinque- Por 77 

where the Adminiltration would have the abſolute Co 4 

mand and Direction. If this ſhould ever happen to bec Hh 

- unlucky Fate, can we ſuppoſe, that any Gentleman woah > 

ſet up to be a Member of this Houle, or a Repreſentati * 

even ſor any of our Counties, but ſuch as reſolved to ſubr kc 


with regard to their Behaviour here, to the abſolute 4 
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ton of the prime Miniſter ? For no Gentleman of Honour Anno 13, Cen 
would put himſelf to Expence, or expoſe himſelf to the II. 1739. 
zeſentment of an all- powerful Miniſter, if, by ſetting up as 

Candidate at any Election, he were abſolutely certain that 

je could thereby do his Country no Service. Inſtead of 

Gentlemen of Family, Fortune, Character, or Intereſt in 

deir Country, we ſhould then ſee this'Houſe filled with the 

loweſt Tools, and vileſt Sycophants of abſolute Power. 

atead of this Houſe's being a Check upon Miniſters, it 

xould then, like the Parliament of France, or the Roman 

fenates under their Emperors, be an Inſtrument for the Op- 

nelſons of Miniſters, and a Cloak for their Crimes. The 

noſt rapacious Plunderer, the moſt tyrannical-Oppreſlor, 

would then infolently boaſt, that he did nothing but accord- 

ng to Law, that the public Treaſure was regularly ac- 

wunted for in Parliament, and that he was at all times ready 

6 ſubmit his Conduct to a parliamentary Enquiry. 


om « Surely, Sir, no Gentleman can think, that the Liberties 
that this Nation confilt in our having the Reſembiance of a 
ad frliament. We may have a Parliament, that Parliament 


my be choſen once every ſeven Years, may fit annually as 
kdoes now, may paſs Laws, grant Money, receive Accounts, 
nd even make Eaquiries, and yet we may have neither 
Conſtitution nor Liberty left; for if it ſhould once come to 
de in the Power of the Adminiftration, to have always a 
Majority in Parliament, ready to obey the Directions given 
tem by the Miniſters, there wou'd be no Neceſſity for de- 
Soying the very Form of our Conſtitution, or for making 
idiret and abſolute Surrender of our Liberties: Without 
tther of theſe, our Sovereign would be as abſolute, and — 
night be more tyrannical than the Grand Signior himſelf. 
uch a Parliament would grant him as many Spahis and 
m mries, as he thought neceſſary for keeping his Slaves 
nouvjeAion, would give him any Revenue he pleaſed to 
Erand, and would paſs whatever Laws he might pleaſe to 
Fropoie; and the Judges, being under no parliamentary 
lefraint, would, in every Part of his Dominiens, give 
Kement according to the Directions of the Prime Vizir, 
* governing Baſhaw. Thus Oppreſſion would be counte- 
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Por ccd by the Forms of Law, and the People plundered, 
+ Col [inocent murdered, by the Adminiſtration of Juſtice. 
) be ' [tis this ſort of Ruin, Sir, we hive chieſly to appre- 


rd, and this fort of Ruin we may, Step by Sep, be 
t! into, without our being ſenſible of the ſeveral Steps. 
Fe all certainly be led into it, if we truſt, any longer, 
d Gyardianſhip of our Liberties to thoſe, whoſe Foreſight 
*bunted by the Places they enjoy or expect. Ifa Minitter 
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Anno 12, Geo were to propoſe a Law for giving the Crown a Power of 


IL 1739. 


tiplying penal Laws, and increaſing the Number and Powe 


became ſenſible of the Danger, before it was too lat 
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ſending to every County, City, and Borough in the King 
dom, ſuch a Conge 4 Elire for the Choice of Members 9 
Parliament, as is now ſent to a Dean and Chapter, for th 
Choice of a Biſhop, I believe, very few Gentlemen « 
Family or Fortune would, for the Sake of any Place 
agree to it; but an equivalent Power may be got by mul 


of Officers; and a Gentleman of Family, Fortune, C} 
rater, and Intereſt in his Country, may, by a good Place 
be induced to believe, that ſuch a Law, or ſuch 
Increaſe of the Number and Power of Officers, is necef 
for preventing fraudulent Practices, or the like; and ma 
therefore, agree to it, without ſeeing the Danger our Cor 
ſtitution may be thereby expoſed to: Thus by Degrees 
may be made to agree to ſuch Propoſitions, one aſte 
another, till he has thereby eltabliſhed ia the Crown, ti 
abſolute Direction of molt of the Elections in the Kingdom. 

« This, Sir, would have been the certain Conſequence 
the late Exciſe Scheme: and yet there were many Gent! 
men of Family and Fortune that approved of it. [ a 
convinced they did not foreſee this Conſequence. Nay, 
have ſo much Charity as to believe, that the chief Patrg 
of that Scheme did not foreſee this Conſequence ; but eve 
impartial Man ih the Kingdom is now, I believe, ſenſi 
of it. That Scheme was, indeed, ſuch a large Step towa V our 
giving the Crown the Direction of molt of our Ele&iogi»-/ut 
and by good Luck, was ſo thoroughly conſidered, befq 
it was brought into this Houſe, that moit Geaticn n 2 


and this was the Cauſe of its meeting with the Fate 
deſerved ; but its Fate will be a Warning to future MW im 
niſters, not to attempt making ſuch a large Step at oο the 
They will from thence ſee, that they mutt graſp at i ſou 
Power by little and little, which they will certainly p 
and as certainly, at laſt, accompliſh, unleſs we take c ant a 
to exclude from this Houſe, moſt of thoſe who, by = 
Places they enjoy, are induced to have a better Op" ' : 
of Miniſters, than any Man ought to have, that is entrulgh's mii 
with the Guardianſhip of the Conſtitution and Liberties 
his Country. 

©'The Queſtion is not, Sir, whether a Gentleman may 
induced, by the Office or Place he holds or expect Y 
make at once, and in an open and direct Manner, an lers 
ſolute Surrender of the Liberties of his Country: No Pri ©, tc 
or Miniſter of common Senſe, will ever deſire ſuch a | 


render; becauſe, if he can get into his Hands, an * 
trol 
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ay, the DireQion of the Parliaments choſen by this 
ucontrolable Power, his Power will, in every reſpe&, be 
, abſolute, and may be exerciſed in a more arbitrary 
lunner, and with greater Security to himſelf, than it could 
y, without the Appearance of a parliamentary Authority; 
trevery unpopular and oppreſſive Meaſure would then be 
ue the Act and Deed of the Parliament, and the Lenity 
Ache Miniſter in the Execution cf thoſe penal Laws 
ated by Parliament, or in the Exerciſe of thoſe Powers 
nanted him by Parliament, would be ſet forth and extolled 
y bis Tools in a Gazetteer, or ſome ſuch Paper, publiſhed 
y his Authority, and diſperſed through the whole King- 
um at the public Expence. The Queſtion, therefore, 


ya lucrative and honourable Poſt or Employment, be fo 
nerclouded, as to prevent his ſeeing through the plau- 
le Pretences, that may, from Time to Time, be made 
i& of, by an arcful Miniſter, for getting into his Hands, 
x into the Hands of the Crown, ſuch an uncontrolable 
er, as I have mentioned; and this Queſtion, even with 
theft to Gentlemen of Family and Fortune, will, I am 
ve, be anſwered in the Affirmative, by every Man in 
e Kingdom, who does not poſſeſs or expect ſome Poſt, 
x £mp.oyment, or ſome of thoſe Titles of Honour, which, 
y our Conſtitution, as it is now modelied, the Crown has 
alutely at its Diſpoſal. 

'To tell us, Sir, that eur Liberties can never be in Danger 
hn 2 Majority of Placemen in this Houle, ualeſs the 
kaple be generally abandoned, as to all Principles of 
inve and public Good, and unleſs the Crown has, at 
ie ame Time, formed Deſigns againſt our Liberties ; and 
ut the only Method for removing this Danger, in caſe 
« ſhouid, at any Time, be threatned with it, would be to 
ue proper Meaſures for reſtoring Virtue, and public 
pit among the People, and for removing evil Coun- 
rs from about the Throne: 'To tell us this, I ſay, 
x, in a ſerious Manner, is ſomething very extraordinary: 
u milaking the Effect for the Cauſe, and deſiring us to 
in at the wrong End. Corruption, Sir, is not the 
at, but the Cauſe of a general Depravity of Manners 
Wing the People of any Country, and has in all Countries, 
well as this, been firlt practiſed and encouraged by 
uilers and Courtiers, It would, therefore, be ridiculous 
UE, to think of reltoring Virtue among the People, till 
eue once made it impcſſible for Miniſters and Ccur- 
tiers 


wy before us is, Whether a Gentleman's Eyes may not, 


whble Power over moſt of our Elections, and, conſe- Anno 13, Ges, 
1739. 
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Anno tz, Geo tiers to corrupt them; and, I am ſure, would be 4 
II. 1739. more ridiculous in us, to think of removing an evil Cc 
ſellor from about the Throne, till we have once remo 

his Creatures and Tools out of this Houſe. 

I hope, Sir, there are at preſent no evil Counſel}, 
about the Throne: If there were, J am ſure, no ſuch ( 
ſellor has a Majority of his Creatures and Tools in: 
Houſe. . If this were the Caſe, it would have been ye 
ridiculous to have made ſuch a Motion as this now bet; 
us. It would be very ridiculous to think of relloring 
Conſtitution by any legal Method: It is this Misfort 
we intend to prevent by the Bill now moved for. It! 
Misfortune now foreſeen by all unprejudiced Men in 
Kinſtdom. I hope it is not yet too late to think of x 
venting it by a legal Method; for after we have once fil 
into this Misfortune, it will be impoſſible to recover. 

| an ambitious Miniſter ſhould once get a Majority of 
= Creatures and Tools into this Houſe, can we ſuppoſe t 
would conſent to impeach, or remove him from the Throt 
Can we ſuppoſe, they would ever conſent to any Bill 
might tend to diſtreſs the Adminiſtration of their Mal 
| Can we ſuppoſe, they would refuſe any Thing that mi 
= tend to prolong his Adminiſtration and increaſe his Po 
Every Attempt to reltore the Conſtitution, would be bran 
with the Name of Republicaniſm : The Diſcontents of 
People would be called Diſaffection and Jacobitiſm : E 
Oppoſition would be ſaid to proceed from Malice 
Reſentment ; and the Misfortune would be, that m 
honeſt well meaning Men, induced by their Places 
have a better Opinion of Miniſters than they ough 
have, would give Credit to theſe Pretences, and would 
lieve, that by agreeing to the Miniſter's arbitrary Sche 
they were only ſtrengthening the Hands of the Governn 
againſt Republicaniſm, Jacobitiſm, and Sedition, 

« If it were poſſible to be merry in a Debate of fo p 
Importance, it would be diverting to obſerve the Co 
diction in the Arguments made uſe of againſt this Mo 
By ſome, our Gentlemen of Family and Fortune are 
preſented to be Men of ſuch ſtrict Honour, and fuck 0 
Heads, that no Place or Penſlon can miſlead their Judg 
or direct their Will; no ſelfiſh Conſideration can 
them overlook the Danger our Liberties may be exp 
to, or conſent to any thing, they think may in the 
.endanger our Conſtitution, By others again, our G 
men of Family and Fortune are repreſented as ſuch f 
mercenary Creatures, that unleſs the Government 
give them ſome Poſt or Penſion, they would refule to 
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ws of Government, and the. Preſervation of their Coun- 
n. Now theſe two contradiftory Poſitions, tho'*. they 
mot be equally true, may be, and, I believe, they are 
ally falſe. We have, I believe, ſome Gentlemen amongſt 
, whoſe Judgment cannot be biaſſed, nor their Will direct- 
by any ſelfiſh Conſideration. Such Men, I hope, we 
ul always have in ſome of our higheſt Offices, and theſe 
+ not deſigned by this Bill to be excluded from having 
zi in this Houſe 3 but their Number will always be ſmall, 
therefore, not ſufficient by themſelves alone, to ſupport, 
Conſtitution againſt a Combination of all the Fools and 
ves that may hereafter get into this Houſe ;; therefore, 


of x nuſt endeavour to prevent this Combination, and this 
fal ay be done by ſuch a Bill as is now propoſed. 

er. : On the other hand, Sir, I believe there may be ſome 
e gd us, who propoſe nothing by their Service in this 


ue, but their own private Advantage; and whilſt we 
e Placemen and Penfioners amongſt us, ſuch Men will 
our all they can to get into Parliament. Nay, it 
become ſo cuſtomary for every Man that votes with 


t mi Court, to have a Place or a Penſion, that no Man will 
Po bo without ſome ſuch Reward. But if ever this ſelfiſh ' 
r, nt ſhould get into Parliament, our Conſtitution will be 
0 


ore; and to prevent this, is the Deſign of the Bill now 
&d for: If no Man could, by being a Member of Par- 
ment, propoſe to get any Place or Office, or any Advan- 
? to himſelf, the Mercenary and Selfiſh. would ſeldom 
avour to get themſelves choſen, at leaſt they would ne- 
de at any Expence for this Purpoſe; and as ſuch Men 
r ſe dom a great natural Intereſt in any Part of the King- 
„ there would always be ſuch a ſmall Number in Par- 
dent, that their Oppoſition could never obſtruR or retard 
ching that ſeemed neceſſary for the juſt Ends of Govern- 
at, or for the Preſervation and Happineſs of the Society. 
public Good would then be the only Aim of Miniſters, 
il as Members, becauſe neither of them could hope 
ducceſs in any other; and as Men of good Senſe and 
Honour are the beſt Judges of, and the moſt ready to 
* upon what is neceſſary for the public Good, it would 
de as much the Buſineſs of Miniſters to get ſuch Men 
len, as it is now their Buſineſs to get ſuch Members 
len, as are Men of mercenary Tempers, or ſhallow 
Werllandings ; for all Miniſters will have Jobbs to do 
arliamert, as long as they have any Hopes of Succeſs, 
"Ute Weak or Mercenary wil always be the moſt proper 
lis Purpoſe. 


«I 


wt to thoſe Things that are abſolutely neceſſary for the Anno 14, Geo- 


E 
Anno 13, Geo -* I am indeed, ſurprized, Sir, to hear it faid by an He 
IL 3739- Gentleman, whoſe Attachment to the preſent Eſtabliſhme 
A ĩð not co be doubted, that if moſt Placemen were exclud 
from this Houſe, there would foon be a Majority of Jac 
bites in it. Such a Suppoſition is not to be made, withe 
firſt ſuppoſing, that a great Majority of the People x 
Jacobires; and to ſuppoſe this, is, I am ſure, no Cos 
pliment to our preſent Royal Family, and much leſs to t 
King now upon our Throne. As long as our Parliame 
are independent, and our Elections free, there can ne 
be any conſiderable Number of Jacobites, either in t 
Houſe, or in the Nation ; but if there ſhould once come 
te a Majority of Placemen and Officers in this Houſe, ti 
Majority wouid ſoon create a Majority of Jacobites in 
Nation; and in that Caſe, tho' the Majerity within Do 
might be a good Security to Miniſters again parliamen 
Proſecutions, yet it would be but a bad Security to the Ro 
Family, againſt an Inſurrection of the whole People with 
Doors. Ihe Army, upon which we now ſeem ſo muc 
depend, or a great Part of them, would, probably, join 
the People, and the certain Conſequence would be the 01 
throw of our preſent Eſtabliſnment. This Danger, I knd 
a guilty Minitter will always chuſe to expoſe his Maſter 
ratner than expoſe himſelf to a legal Trial, before a free 
independent Parliament: Becauſe in a general Conflay 
tion, he may, poſlibly, eſcape Notice, or may, perhaps, 
able to ſacrifice his Maſter, by way of an Atonement 
himſelf; but thoſe who ſupport him in thus expoſing 
| Maſter, can have no great Regard for their Sovereign, 
in ſuch an Event, would certainly meet with the Conte 
and Puniſhment they ſo highly deſerved. 

For this Reaſon, Sir, as I have a greater Regard for 
Security of the Royal Family, than | have for the Sect 
of our preſent Miniſters, or of any Set of Miniſters 
ſhall ever get into the Management of our public Aft 
ſhall be for putting it out of the, Power of any Tuture 
nilter, to overturn our Conſtitution, by getting a Maj 
of Placemen and Penſioners into this Houſe, This, [th 
is now become abſolutely neceſſary, for preventing 
being brought under one of the worſt Sorts of tyran 
Governments that was ever contrived or eſtabliſhed. 
this Purpoſe, the Bill now moved for is one of the 
certain, and one of the moſt obvious Methods that 
thought of. It can be attended with no Inconvenience 
is impoſſible to ſhew ſo much as a plauſible Reaſon 3g 
it; and, therefore, if this Motion be rejected, it mult : 
a molt melancholy Reflection to every one that under 
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ur Conſtitution, and has a Regard -for the Liberties of his Anno14, Geo! 
Country.“ 2 | 0 6 II. 1739. 


dir Robert Walpole. 
8 R, 5 1 gi R be 
was a little ſurprized to hear it ſaid, by the Hon: Walpole 


Gzntleman who ſpoke laſt, that this Motion's being oppoſed 
y Miniiters and Placemen, is a firong Argument in its 
hour, In my Opinion, this is a Sort of begging the 
keltion. Before we can ſuppoſe this to be an Argument 
2 Favour of the Motion, we mult ſuppoſe, that Miniſters 
x! Placemen oppoſe it. not becauſe they think it wrong, 
kt becauſe they are Miniſters and Placemen, which is 
te very Queſtion now in Debate, I do not believe, 
kt ever any Miniſter or Placeman oppoſed, or ſupported 
; Queſtion in this Houfe, contrary to his private Sen- 
ents, and only, becauſe he was a Miniſter or Place- 
m. I am fare, their Conduct of late Years has given 
#n0 Room to think ſo; nor can we ever have Room 
pthink ſo, as long as none but Gentlemen of Credit 
x! Honour are employed in the Adminiſtration, or in 
u Place of Honour and Profit under the Crown. If 
re Upſtarts, or Perſons of no Fortune or Credit in their | 
luntry, were employed, and by illegal Methods brought 
m this Houſe, for by fair Means they could not, there 
vt be ſome Room for making ſuch a Suppoſition, and 
In there would be ſome Cauſe for bringing in ſuch a Bill 


ng ks now propoſed ; but when I look round me, and con- g 
gn, r tue particular Circumſtances of thoſe Gentlemen now p 


te, who have the Honour to be at the ſame Time in the 
ce of the Crown, I muſt look upon the Danger, now i 
ended to be ſo real and imminent, to be as chimerical b 
anger, as the moſt luxuriant Fancy can invent. 

' | thall agree with the Hon. Gentlemen who ſeem ſo 


\ Fair” f tis Bill, that if the Crown could gain an abſolute f 
mute | uxcontrolable Power over all, or a Majority of the 


ions in the Kingdom, every Parliament thus choſen 
the Power, would be under the Direction of the Crown, 
* in this Caſe our Conſlitation would be at an End; but 
b think impoſſible, Whilſt the Crown purſues right 
tures; whilſt none but Gentlemen of good Credit and 
une are employed in the Adminiſtration, or in any ſu- 
dor Poſt or Office under the Adminiſtration, the Crown 
| certainly have a great Influence both in Parliament, 
In Elections; but this proceeds from the Wiſdom and 
Mgitneſs of its Meaſures, and from the nat Weight 
ave that are employed ; and it would certainly ceaſe, 
You, VI. | as 


Anro zz. do 


IL 13,5. 
a id. ©; 


ſtration than any other, it is natural to ſee a Difference 
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a: ſoen as the Crown began to purſue contrary Meaſures 
becauſe, we mult ſuppoſe, the Adminiflration would the 
certainly be deſerted, and oppoſed by all, or moſt Gentle 
men of any Fortune or Credit in their Country. This, 
ſay, we mult ſuppoſe, unleſs we can ſuppoſe, that Gentle 
men of Fortune and Credit in their Country, would unit 
in Meaſures for making a Sacrifice of themſeives, as wel 
as their Country; which is a Suppoſition that cannot, 
think, be made, nor pretended, by any Man whoſe He: 
i: ſound, and Heart ſincere, 

In all Queſtions, Sir, which do not admit of Demo 
ſtration, there mult be a Variety of Opinions; and 
Queſtions of a political Nature are leſs capable of Demor 


Sentiments in every Country like this, where the Peop 
have not only a Power to judge, but a Liberty to talk ar 
write againſt the Meaſures purſued by the Government 
This is natural, and even neceſſary, in every Count 
where the People are free ; and as every Man is fond 
his own Opinion, and fully convinced of his having Reaſ 
on his Side, he is apt to imagine, that thoſe who diff 
from him, muſt be governed by ſome Prejudice, or by for 
ſe]fiſh Conſideration. From hence it is, that all thoſew 
diſapprove of the Meaſures of the Government concluc 
that the Approbation of thoſe that differ from them, p 
cteds fiom the Influence of ſome lucrative Poſt they are 
Poſſeſſion or Ex pectation of; and on the other hand, thi 
that approve of, and ſupport the Meaſures. purſued by 
Government, are apt to conclude, that the Oppoſition 
entirely owing to Party Prejudice, or to Malice and þ 
fentment. For my Part, I ſhall always endeavour to ke 
in the middle Courſe, and to believe that both are in 
wrong; and, therefore, 1 ſhall always be againſt a 
Alteration in our Conſtitution, when I think, that 
Alteration propoſed, is founded upon one or other oft 
Miſtakes. I ſhould be as much againſt reſtraining 
Liberties of the People, in order to prevent that Influe 
which is ſuppoſed to proceed from Party Prejudice, Mal 
and Reſentment, as | ſhall be againſt reſtraining the be 
or free Choice of the Crown, in order to prevent 
Influence which is ſuppoſed to proceed from the Dilp 
of Places and Preferments. There may, perbaps, I bel 
there always will, be a little of each in the Nation 3 
neither can ever be of any dangerous Conſequence to 
Conſtitution : On the contrary, they ſerve as a Balance 
each other; ſo that by removing either, without remo 
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je other at the ſame Time, the Conſtitution will run a Anne, 13 B.. 
ut Riſk of being overturned. II 1:39. 

« There are many Cauſes, Sir, which naturally raiſe a TCH WI 
Pty againſt the beſt and wiſeſt Adminiſtration. - In this 
life, it is impoſſible for us to be compleatly happy. All 
en ſeel ſome Wants, Preſſures, or Misfertunes ; and very 
e are willing to impute them to their own Folly, or to 
wy Mittake in their own Conduct. To ſuch Men, 
te Adminiſtration is in Politics, what the Devil is in 
Religion 3 it is the Author of all their Miſdeeds, and 
de Cauſe of all their Sufferings : This naturally breeds 
n them a bad Opinion of the Adminiſtration, and then, 
of courſe, they not only condemn, but oppole all its 
Mealures. This muſt raiſe a great many Enemies to 
he Adminiſtration in every Country, and their Number 
vill be conſiderably increaſed by thoſe that are diſa p- 
winted of the Honours or Preferments they exprcted, and 
ultly, as they thought, deſerved ; as well as by thoie 
int wiſh for a Change in the Adminiſtration, for no other 
Reaſon but becauſe they hope for a Share in the next. In 
Countries it is honourable to have a Share in the Go- 
rerment of one's Country: In rich Countries it is pro- 
table as well as honourab'e ; and as there are but a very 
kw in any Country that can have a Share of the Govern- 
nent, and ſtill fewer that can have iuch a Share as, they 
tink, they deſerve, there mutt be many Candidates for 
mery Title of Honour, or Poſt of Profit, that is to be dif 
wed of. Of theſe Candidates, one only can be choſen, 
ud all the reſt will, of courſe, think they have had 
Iaſtice done them; for few Men are ſo modeſt as to 
fink ſuch a Diſappointment owing to their own Want of 
Merit, or to the ſuperior Merit of their Rival; and from 
tence they will begin to entertain a ſecret Animoſitv. 
hy, perhaps, they will declare an open Enmity to thoſe 
the Head of the Admꝭ'niſtration. 

© By theſe two Sorts of Men united together, there will 
ivays be a conſider.1ble Party in every Ccuntry, ready to 
tndemn and vilify the wiſelt Meaſures that can be purſued 
the Adminiſtration; and, as in every free Country there 
re different Parties, as in this Country there are at pre- 
ent, and, I believe, always will be different Parties, the 
larties that are by their Profeſſion and Principies op- 
Flite to the Party in Power, will be ready to find Fault 
th every Thing done by the Adminiftration, In this 
Country, I ſay, Sir, there are, and, I believe, always will 
ie difcrent Parties: There are at preſent, ard will be, as 


ang as our preſeat happy Eitabliſhment endures, three 
| {lh 2 different 
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Ad mini ration, but even the Crown itſelf, may fink un 
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different Parties in- this Kingdom: The Jacobites of 9 


Side, the Republicans of the other, which I may call of if 
two Extremes; and the Party for ſupporting our preſe 
happy Eſtabliſhment, which may be juſtly called the prop Ger 
Mean between theſe two Extremes. hy 
Thus, Sir, we may ſee what a numerous Party, brin 
Adminiſtration muſt always have to ſtruggle with. n 
theſe Sorts of Men, the Diſcontented, the Diſappointed, t One 
J:cobites, and the Republicans, will always be ready bat 
condemn and oppoſe the Meaſures of the Adminiſtratid 0 
let them be never fo wiſe, let them be never ſo juſt ; 2 (fic 
by t:eir Arguments they will often be able to prev (har; 
with ſome well-meaning and unthinking Men, or at le bey 
to ſtagger them in their Opinions. With regard ef 
Parliaments, and the Choice of Members of Parliame ple 
our Adminiſtration has no Defence againſt this ſormidab con 
Union of Parties, but by the Wiſdom of their Meaſures Inge 
eng:g& moſt Gentlemen of Credit and Fortune in th lt + 
Intereſt, Whilſt the Adminiſtrat'on purſues right Mp. 
ſures, ſuch Gentlemen will be ready to join with the bereft 
and by this means the Adminiſtration will always have 


prevailing Influence, both in Parliament, and at Electio 
for when a Majority of thoſe who have the beſt Fortun 
and greateſt [ntereſt in their reſpective Conntries, are Frie 
to the Adminiſtration, it 1s not at all ſurprizing, that 
Adminiſtration, by means of ſuch Friends, ſhould have 
prevailing Influence at Elections, as well as in Parliame 
But ſuch Friends, or at leaſt a great Number of ſuch, 
Admin iſtration can have, that purſues Meaſures inconſiſt 
with the Good of the Community in general, 

« | ſhal} grant, Sir, that a Title of Honour, or a luc 
tive Poit or Employment, may be of ſome Service in p 
vailing with a Gentleman to judge favourably of the G 
vernment's Meaſures, in all Caſes where he is waver 
in his Opinion; but a bad Government can never, by t 
May, gain many Friends; even a good Goverment 
never gain near ſo many Friends, as it will loſe by ca alttut 
leis Ducontents and juſt Diſappointments ; and if you ſho a the 
take away from the Crown the chief Advantage it can an 
by the Diſpoſal of Poſts and Employments, not only a g 


one, 


the Weight of Party- Prejudice, ſupported by cauſeleſs 1 
content, and ju Diſappointment 3 therefore, to ſup 
the Crown againit the Diſadvantages and Oppoſition wh 
the wiſeſt and beſt Adminiſtration muſt always have 
Rroogle with, I think, you ought to leave it in the Po 
of the Crown to diipvic of all Foſts and Employ ments, 
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ke fame manner they have been hitherto, without any bad Anno 1;3, c 
tft, diſpoſed of. POLY * | N 
If you ſhould, by the Bill now propoſed, exclude all F<, 


bentemen in any Place or Office u::der the Crown, from k 
wing Seats in this Houſe, you would, in my Opinion, Sir, 

king the Conſtirution into much greater Danger, than it 

xn ever be brought into, by any Number of Placemen and 

Oficers that can be in this Houſe; for the Crown would, in 

kt Caſe, be laid under a Neceſſity to employ none but Men 

ow Fortunes and no Intereſt ; becauſe, if the Places and 

(ices under the Crown ſhould be given to Gent emen of 

(rater and Diſtinction in their reſpective Countries, and i" 
ley thereby excluded from having Seats in this Houſe, the y 
def Friends of the Government being thus rendered inca- 

able of ſtanding Candidates at Elections, the diſaffeRed, or 

iontented Intereſt would prevail in every Part of the ; 
lngdom ; and in that Caſe, this Houſe would ſoon be filled 
ith ſuch as were declared Enemies to the Adminiſtration. 

ſo prevent this Conſequence, the Adminiſtration would, 
terefore, be obliged to employ none in any Poſt or Office 
ner the Crown, but ſuch as had neither Fortune nor Inte- 
uin their Country, in order that their Friends might be 

12 Condition to get themſelves choſen Members of this 
aſe ; for, I believe, it will be granted, that no Admiai- 
mon could ſupport itſe!f, or anſwer any of the Ends of 
ernment, if the Majority of this Houſe conſiſted of 
kh as were its declared Enemies. 

From hence, Sir, I think it is evident, that if this Bill 
ud paſs into a Law, the neceſſary Conſequence would 
that in a very ſhort time our Armies would be entirely 
n:nded by Officers of no Fortune or Intereſt in their 
mtr: Our Navy would be in the ſame Condition: All 
is and Offices under the Crown would be filled with Men 
te ſame Stamp; and in theſe Circumſtances, if an am- 
ws, or a hot, paſhon:.te Prince ſhould ſucceed to the 
none, I muſt deſire Gentlemen to conſider, whether our 
alitutton and Liberties would not be in more Danger, 
a they can ever be, as long as our Army and Fleet are 
manded by Officers, and all other conſiderable Poſts 
er the Crown filled with Gentlemen, of ſuch Fortune 
Intereſt in their reſpective Countries, as to be able to 
ldemſelves choſen Members of this Houſe, It has been 
rally admitted in this Debate, that Gentlemen of no 
runes will always be more ready to ſecond the ambitious 
us of a Court, than Gentlemen who have good For- 
wof their own, the Security of which muſt depend upon 
trelervation of our Con{litution ; and for this very _— 
on, 


sig, Ce fon, an ambitious or headitrong Prince can never have x 
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great Affection for Parliaments or Senates, conſtituted 
thoſe in this Kingdom are. If the Prince could bring wh 
he pleaſed, and as many as he p'eafed into Parliament, x 
expel or turn out whom he pleaſed, as the Roman Empere 
did with regard to their Senates, the molt ambitious 5. 
trary Prince would have no great Occafion to grow we: 
of Parliaments; but as the King can bring no Member i 
this Houſe, nor expel any one; as no Gentleman can co 
into this Houſe but by the free Choice of his Country 
muſt always conſiſt of Gentlemen of Character and Forty 
and conſequently, will always be a Reſtraint which 
ambitious Prince will be glad to get rid off; therefore, 
have more Reaſon to apprehend its being in the Power 
a Prince to govern without a Parliament, than its being 
hi Power to govern or direct the Pyr iament; and, f 
ſure, when our Armies and Fleets are commanded by C 
cers, and all other Poſts filled with Gentlemen of no | 
tunes, it will be more eaſy for a Prince to govern with 
2 Parliament, than it ever can be, as long as many of tb 
Officers and Gentlemen are Members of this Houſe. 
Even the Gentlemen who have ſpoke in f. vour of 
Bill, are ſo ſenſible of the Difficulty there will always 
obtaining the Conient of Gentlemen of Character and 
tune, to any thing that may look like an Encroachment 
var Conſtitution, that they ſeem to think. we are i 
Danger from the Number of Placemen and Officers in 
Flouie, unleſs Gentlemen of no Character or Fortune 
brought here by the Intereſt of the Government mere 
Account of their having Places or Offices under the Crc 
and in orcer to magnify this Danger, we have been 
that mioft of the litt e B. roughs upon the Coaſt, are ent 
under the Direction of the Government, with rege 
their Elections, and that the little Inland Boroughs 
hive been in the ſame Condition, if the late Excite $:1 
had p-fl:d into a Law. Sir, I find Gentlemen will 
upon this Occaſion, make that Diſtinction, which, It 
is a very obvious one, between the Circumſtances © 
Government, when none but Gentlemen of good Fs 
and Fortunes are employed in its Service, and the Ci 
! nces it wculd be in, if few or no ſuch Gentlemen 
accept of being employed, which will always be the 
when it is purluing Meaſures that ſeem to be ef dang 
Conſequence to the Conſtitution, or inconſiſtent Wi 
public Good. In the former Caſe, many of rhoſe emp 
in the Government's Service will be returned for | 


as well as Coaſt- Boroughs, not becauſe they are ow 
vernt 


» 
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werelt in their zeſpett ve Countries. In the latter Caſe, 
„l theſe Gentlemen that had any natural Intereſt would 
unt the Government, it would be im poſſible for the 
Mycrnment to get many of its low Tools choſen, either 
i our Boroughs upon the Coaſt, or for our Inland Boroughs. 
kthis Caſe, it the Exciſe-Scheme had pafſed into a Law, it 
wild have made no Difference; for, as long as our Elec- 
was are free, thoſe that have the belt Intereſt will always 
y cholen ; and as the Government's [ntereſt mult always 
end upon the Interett of thoſe that are employed in its 
Lice, no Exciſe Scheme, nor any ſuch Scheme, can give 
n latereſt to a Government that has no Gentleman of In- 
ul in its Service. Therefore, as long as our Elections 
ſee, there is not the leaſt Danger, that any great Num- 


mught into this Houſe; and the Freedom of our Elections 
alrady as fully ſecured as Laws can ſecure it. 

hope, Sir, I have now fully ſhewn, that our Conſtitu- 
mand Liberties can be in no Danger from any Number 
{Placemen or Officers in this Houle, unleſs we ſuppoſe, 
ut a great Number of Gentiemen of Family, Fortune, 
under, and Intereſt in their Country, would chuſe to 
le a Sacrifice of themſelves, their Poſterity, and their 
ry, rather than riſk loſing the Place or Office they 
Ae under the Crown. This is a Suppoſition which, I 
tk, there never can be any Ground for. If there were: 
it were poſſible to ſuppole ſuch a general and abandoned 
Inality among the better Sort of People of this Kingdom, 
Bl would either have no Effect, or a very bad one, 
ve ſuppoſe that ſuch venal and abandoned Men would 
their Country in Parliament for nothing? They would 
er ſet up a Trafh: with the Crown for private Penſions 
themſelves, or Potts and Preferments to their Truſtees or 
lations, which no Laws nor Oaths could diſcover or pre- 
it; or otherwiſe they would form themſelves into a Party 
overturning the Adminiſtratiog ; and thus one Admini- 
uon would be overturned after another, till at laſt the 
try would become a Prey to ſome foreiga Power, or 
l ſome one Adminiſtration, more bold and artful thau 
ormer, ſhould fall upon a Method to eſtabliſh them- 
is in arbitrary Power. There is, therefore, no Occaſion 
this Bill; or if there is, it would either have no Effect. 
i very bad one; and this, I think, is a ſufficient Reaſon 
ny being againſt bringing it in. 


Sir 


men's Service, but becauſe they have a great natural Anno 13, Gew. 
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Wyndham. 


Power, ſhall be accountable for their Conſuct to the legil 


K 
Sir William Wyndham. | 
Heer l ats 
FThe Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt has told: 
that Queſtions in Politics admit of no Demonſtration. 
this I am entirely of his Opinion, and, I think, this Opinid i 
was never more ſtrongly confirmed, than by the- Debate 
this Day. There never was a Queſtion in this Houſe, th 
could be brought nearer to a Demonſtration, than the Que 
tion now before us; and yet, I find, it is not poſſible to co 
vince thoſe that may be affected by its being agreed to. 
has hitherto been reckoned a Maxim in Law, which I ney 
before heard diſputed, that Parties ought not to be Judge 
but now I find this Maxim denied, and, indeed, it mutt 
ſo, by every Gentleman that ſays, our Conſtitution can ne 
ſuffer by a Majority of Placemen in this Houſe; for tl 
Placemen and Officers of all kinds muſt be Parties conce 
in many Cafes, which we, as Members of this Houſe, mi 
judge of, is fo clear, that I ſhould haye been aſhamed'totha 
given you the Trouble of proving it, if I had not heard t 
Motion now before you ſo watmly oppoſed. kat a 
Upon this Occaſion, Sir, I muſt obferve, that all 
Governments muſt conſiſt of two diftin& Powers, the le 
flitive, and the executive, the laſt of which is always ſubꝗ ee 
dinate, and ſubject to the Review of the firſt, The ve 
Eſſencs of a free Government conſiſts, among other Thin 
in this, that all thoſe who are entruſted with the execut v7 le 


ul 


tive Power, and may be puniſhed by the legiſlative Pow 
which always conſiſts in ſome ſort of an Aſſembly of ui 
People, in cafe it be found that they have neglected or tra 
greſſed their Duty in the Execution of their Office; Mulin 
what Benefit could the People reap from their having on 
Power of making their own Laws, if thoſe who are 
truſted with the executive Power of the Society, mig ir: a 
without Fear or Controul, betray or neglect the public vl th 
fairs of the Society, or injure and oppreſs Individuals, ei ca 
by neglecting to execute the Laws, or by executing them prev 
a different manner from what was intended, or by pretend: 
to act according to Law, without having any Law for Me 7 
Authority ? | . 

« This, I ſay, Sir, is eſſential to every free Governm te anc 
and, accordingly, we have this Regulation 'eftabliſhed BN ore 
our Frame of Government in the moſt perfect mann 
Thoſe who are entruſted with the executive Power, are les x 
or moſt of them, named by the King; but then every ers 
of them, from the higheſt to the loweſt, is accountabie 


62410 | 
may be puniſhed by the two Houſes of Parliament; and Annorz, Geo 
qu a the Buſineſs of this Houſe, which is the II. 1739. 
and [nqueſt of the Nation, to enquire into their Conduẽt, 
a/to impeach thoſe we find guilty of any Neglect or Mil- 
vneanor, in the Exerciſe of that Part of the executive | 
wer which is entruited to them by the Crown. There- 
ie, it is our Duty to make frequent Enquiries into the 
nduct of every Miniſter, Officer, and Placeman appointed 
y the Crown; and upon all ſuch Enquiries, we are to 
amine ſtrictly into their Behaviour, and judge impartially 
{their Conduct. From hence it appears, that in all ſuch 
bquiries, and in all Queſtions relating to them, the Mem- 
n of this Houſe, as ſuch, are Judges of the Conduct and 
kbaviour of every Placeman, Officer, or Miniſter employed 
"the Crown in the Executive Part of our Government; 
xl conſequently,” every Placeman, Officer, and Miniſter, | 
n has a Seat in this Aſſembly, muſt be both Judge and 
ty in many Caſes that ought to be brought before us. 
lt ſignifies nothing to ſay, Sir, that no Officer can be 
i Party concerned in the Conduct of another Officer, and 
kt an Officer who happens to be a Member of this Houſe, 
uſt retire, as ſoon as any Queſtion ariſes relating to his 
n Conduct; for as there are many and great Connections 
tween different Offices, and between Officers of different 


. _—— — A rr 


bes, which may at firſt View appear entirely diſtinct, it 
hin impoſſible ſo much as to gueſs, when an Enquiry, or 
ecut Wo) leading Queſtion to an Enquiry, into the Conduct of 


ke Office or Offiter is moved for; I ſay it is impoſſible to 
els what other Officers may, upon the Event of a ſtrict 
aquiry, appear to have been Confederates with him in 
Crimes. Nay, even thoſe Officers that never had any 
balings with him, cannot know but that a cloſe Enquiry 
w one Office, may bring to Light, as it often does, ſome 
l practices of other Offices, in which they themſelves 


mig =: 2 Concern :, and therefore, every Officer in the Houſe 
blic think himſelf a Party concerned in every Enquiry 
s, eiii can be ſet on Foot, and will, conſequently, endeavour 
them prevent. or defeat every ſuch Enquiry. To this I muſt 


, that, in all Degrees and Stations in Life, Men of the 
ae Trade, Employment, or Profeſſion, eſpecially where 
kr Buſineſs does not interfere, conceive an Affection for 
a another, and are therefore apt to judge very partially 
L one another's Favour; from whence it muſt be con- 
Ked, that, in every ſuch Enquiry, and every Queſtion that 
it relating to any ſuch, all Miniſters, Placemen, and 
Krers, are Parties concerned, not only in Intereſt, but 
Vor. VI. Ii Affection; 


| Be ( 2 42 ) ö 
Anno 13, Geo Affection; and conſequently, all thoſe who have Seats f 
I. ze. this Houſe, muſt, in all ſach Caſes, be both Judges 25e 
Parties, which is directly contrary to the eſtabliſhed Maxir 
I have mentioned. | SY Goh Bile. (1 
Whether it be owing to the great Number df Placeme 
and Officers we have had for many Yeats in this Houſe, « 
whether it be owing to the Integrity of thoſe who have 
late Years been concerned in the executive Part of our Ge 
vernment, I do not know; but I muſt obſerve; that pa 
liamentary Enquiries into the Management of Offices, ar 
Conduct of Officers appointed by the Crown, have, 
late Years, been very rare; and yet, in order to keep: 
ſuch Officers to their good Behaviour, I muſt be of Of 
nion, that ſuch Enquiries ought to be frequently (et 
Foot, and ſtrictly carried on, tho” no direct Complaint 
been made againſt any one particular Officer ; for a pub 
Rumour is a ſufficient Ground for a parliamentary'Enguii 
and no Man can ſay, that ſuch Grounds have been wantit 
But whatever may be the Cauſe of our having lately! 
ſo few parliamentary Enquiries, I will be bold to prophe 
that, if there ſhould ever be a Majority of Placemen ; 
Officers in this Houſe, we ſhall never afterwards have 
more ſuch Enquiries, unleſs they be ſuch as are ſet up 
the Inftigation, and by the Contrivance of Miniſters en 
order to gain a little Popularity, by throwing a Sca 
Goat among the People. And if this ſhould ever c 
to be our Caſe, I am ſure no Man could, with Juſlice, 
that we lived under a free Government, or that our C 
, ſtitution remained entire, 
* Thus, I think, Sir, the Queſtion now before u 
brought as near a Demonſtration as any ſuch Queſtion 
poſſibly be. As Members of this Houle, we are to enq 


* 


tdeir | 
ie of 
betwes 
County 
o the 
laces, 


into and judge of the Conduct of Miniſters, Officers, L 
Placemen, entruſted by the Crown with the executive F. Celtic 
of our Government: As Miniſters, Officers, and Place ba 
named by the Crown, we are the Perſons whoſe Co u Polit 
is to be enquired into. Is it not evident then, chat Um” ad 
two Characters are incompatible, uuleſs we fay, that ole t 
ties may be Judges ? Sir, it is ſo evident, that I ſhovliſ Cantr; 
for excluding every Minilter, Officer, and Placeman, ty, L 
| | having a Seat in this Houſe, were it not for the Ne A pre 
i we are under of having ſome of the chief among Me, di 
| order to give us proper Information with reſpect { ſe Sor 
great Offices they are at the Head of? If this Qu v their 
admits of a Variety of Opinions, I am ſure every Qu) De 
in Politics muſt, and therefore, great Care ſhould bet ny, an 
that thoſe who are to judge of tuck Queſtions, ſhall Wal the 
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if the Queltion ;' which is a new Argument againſt admit - 
ing Placemen and Officers into this Houſee. 
We have been told, Sir, that it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, 
dat Gentlemen of great Fortune and Intereſt in the Country 
vill facrifice the Liberties of their Country for the Sake of 
zPlace they enjoy or expect. Sir, it is ſo fir from being 
inpoſſible to ſuppoſe this, that it is a common Caſe. It 
always been the Caſe in every Country where the Liber- 
tes of the People have been ſacrificed. The Liberties of 
10 Country can be facrificed, without the Concurrence of 
many Gentlemen of Family, Fortune and Intereſt, and a 
criminal Indolence or Paſſivity in the reſt, Some are led, 
contrary to the Light of their own Underſtandings, by 
tieir Avarice, Vanity, Luxury, or Extravagance ; others 
e deceived by ſpecious Pretences, and led into ſuch Mea- 
fares, the certain, tho' not the plain and direct Conſe. 
wences of which, are Slavery and arbitrary Power. With 
the firſt Sort of Men, an honourable and profitable Place 
words them an immediate Satisfaction for their Avarice, 
jor Vanity, or an immediate Supply for their Luxury or 
Extravagance, which they preſer to all other Conſide- 
ons. With the ſecond Sort of Men, an honourable and 
poitable Place gives them a Biaſs to that S:de of the 
(ueftion upon which their Place depends, and prevents 
beit ſeeing through the ſpecious Pretences that are made 
te of for luppor ting that Side of the Queſtion. And thus, 
teen thele ewo Sorts of Men, the Liberties of any 
Country may probably be given up, if they are committed 
o the keeping of thoſe that have honourable and profitable 
taces, which depend upon their making the Surrender. 
Let us conſider, Sir, that even Liberty itſelf is but a 
weltion in Politics, Whether a limited or an abſolute 
lonarchy be the beſt Sort of Government is but a Queſtion 
aPolitics ; and therefore, as the Hon. Gentleman has ſaid, 
an admit of no Demonltration. For this Reaſon, even 
lace that are Gentlemen of Fortune and Intereſt in their 
Guntry, if they be in the leaſt governed by Avarice, Va- 
1%, Luxury, or Extravagance, may, by an honourable 
ad profitable Employment, be induced not only to ſay and 
ine, dut even to think, that an abſolute Monarchy is the 
del Sort of Government, and that they do a ſignal Service 
v their Country, by ſacrificing its Liberties. Nay, this 
der/ Doctrine has of late been ſupported in private Com- 
jany, and by Gentlemen of very great Diſtipction, How na- 
ual then is it to ſuppoſe, that in political Queltions, 
| Ii z Where 
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Anno 12, Ceo where our Liberties are not directly and immediately, b 


poſe, that the Members of this Houſe may, by ſuch Meat 


_ ever after, put it out of the Power of Parliament to contre 


tion, that our Conſtitution and Liberties not only may, | | 


| © have not heard one plauſible Objection made againſt 
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indirectly and conſequentially concerned, a Gentleman M 
Diſtinction may be induced, by an honourable and prof 
table Employment, to approve of, or give his Aﬀent | 
the wrong Side of the Queſtion ? How natural is it to ſu 


be induced to grant ſuch Revenues, ſuch a Number of Troolf 
and ſuch Powers and Prerogatives to the Crown, as may, f 


any of the King's Meaſures, or to puniſh any of his Office 
unleſs they be ſuch as he may be pleaſed to throw out 
his Protection; and in this Caſe, whatever Forms of Libe 
we might have, I am ſure it would be ridiculous to ſay 
had any of the Subſtance remaining. 0 

Thus, Sir, I think, it is evident almoſt to a- Demonſt 


mult be deltroyed, unleſs we ſhut the Doors of this Hd 
againſt moſt Placemen and Officers, as we have alre 
done againtt all Penſioners; and as this is ſo evident, 
Objection that can be invented, no Danger, no Terror, 
can be frightened with, ſhall prevent me from exerting 
the Power | have from its being done. Slavery to m 
the higheſt of all Terrors, and therefore I ſhall be 
guarding againſt it at the Riſk of any other Terror that 
be imagined. But I muſt ſay, that, in this Jong Debat 


Excluſion. To tell us that a juſt and wiſe Adminillrat 
can have no Friends of good Fortune and Intereſt in t 
ſeveral Countries, but ſuch as have Places or Offices u Anta! 
the Crown, is ſomething very ſurprizing. If this were ru 
Caſe, I am ſure it muſt be granted, that the Places and Kent, tl 


ces under the Crown are now become infinitely too ect 
rous. Butthis, Sir, is not, nor ever can be the Caſe. dd ſo 
are now in every County in England, one with another an) 
or zoo Gentlemen of Family, Fortune and Intereſt in 'Ift 


ſeveral Counties, who have no Places or Offices under ©ppo 
Crown, and who, under a juſt and wiſe Adminiltra Een, ant 
would be firm Friends to it, and would be able to ſuppoꝰ A ority 
in a legal way, againſt all the Jacobites, Republicans, I m. 
Diſcontented, that could, in ſuch a Caſe, be within the! hee! 
dom; and, among ſuch a Number, could not the Admir nifter 
tion find one or two to ſtand as Candidates upon their Inf: 
at every Election within the County? They certainly m t Placer 
and their Candidates would have this Advantage, that N vered 
would have the Votes and Intereſt of all thoſe Gent! Voned | 
of Fortune within the County who had Places or OBE Direc 
under the Crown, and could not therefore, themſelves, e Minit 
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Candidates at any Election. Therefore, ſhould this Bill 13, Geo, 
ſs into a Law, no future Adminiſtration would be under II. 173g. 
je Neceſſity of employing any but Men of low or deſpe \.S "WY 
ae Fortunes in any Place or Office under the Crown; and, 
am ſure, no juſt or wiſe Adminiſtration will ever chuſe it. 
It has been ſaid, Sir, that we ought not to make any 
lteration in our Conſtitution without an apparent Neceſſity; 
ud that the Alteration propoſed by this Bill cannot appear 
xceſſary, unleſs we ſuppoſe ſuch a venal and abandoned 
ſpirit to prevail in the Nation, that moſt Gentlemen of 
amily and Fortune amongſt us, would be ready to ſacxifice 
he Liberties of their Country, rather than riſk loſing a good 
fot or Employment under the Crown. Sir, it is to pre- 
rot the Growth of ſuch a venal and abandoned Spirit, that 
his Bill is intended. When the Crown had. but few lucra- 
Je Polts to beſtow, the moſt abandoned Adminiſtration 
Would not contribute much to the Growth of this Spirit; 
Wt the Crown has now ſuch a Number of lucrative Poſts to 
Wiclow, that, if theſe Polts ſhould be applied to the Purchaſe 
4a Gentleman's Vote in this Houſe, or his. Intereſt at 
leclions, ſuch a Spirit would ſoon prevail, and at laſt be- f 
me univerſal. It would begin in this Houſe : It would 
row by Example: One Gentleman's being corrupted would 
ut only be an Example, but it would give Countenance to 


ebat i{kcond; he to a third, and ſo forth, till at laſt it would 
aſt freed thro' the Majority of this Houſe, From this Houſe 
(ra old deſcend to Elections; for he that ſells will purchaſe, 


{ te can otherwiſe have nothing to ſell. Begin, Sir, at the 
Juntain : Clear that from Corruption, and the Stream will 
ken run clear; for if Members cannot fell Votes in Parlia- 
nt, they will never, or very ſeldom, buy that Commodity 
tEleftions, Their Vanity may ſometimes prompt them 
deo ſo, but this can happen but ſeldom, and can never 
we any great Effect. 

I ſhall not ſay, Sir, that Placemen have ever approved 
JW oppoſed Queſtions in this Houſe, becauſe they were Place- 
en, and for no other Reaſon ; but this I will ſay, that the 
lyority of the Nation think they have often done ſo; 
I muſt obſerve, that ever ſince I ſat in Parliament, our 
lacemen have generally been of the ſame Side- with our 
Inifters : If any of them dropt by Chance into the other 
Keof the Queſtion, they have of late Years ſoon ceaſed to 
tPacemen, Nay, even in this Houſe, we have heard it 
fivered as a miniſterial Maxim, that no Man ought to be 
bored to keep his Place under the Crown, if he follows 
de Directions of his Conſcience, and votes againſt any of * 
&\inilter's:Meaſares or Jobbs in Parliament. This makes a 
me 


CET. 
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Anno 13, Ceo- me chink the Bill the more neceſſary: The whole Nat 
II. 1739. thinks ſo; and if this Queſtion ſhould paſs in the Negati 
WW «the whole Nation will think the Bill more neceſſary th 
they ever thought it before. They will think it abiolnt 

neceſſary to have ſuch a Bill, but now not poſſible to obi 

it; which will of courſe raiſe ſuchia Diſcontent, or pe 

' Diſaff-Rion, in the Nation, as may be of dangerous Cai 

- quence to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, ; 


It is really, Sir, moſt aſtoniſhing to hear it ſaid, that 
Adminiſtration's Interett in the ſeveral little Boroughs u 
our Coaſt, depends upon the natural Intereſt of thoſe. t 
have Places under the Crown. This, I ſay, is moſt aſtot 
ing, conſidering how notoriouſly it is known to be ot 
wite, I ſhall grant, that if the Intereſt made in the | 

Boroughs by Cuſtom houſe- Officers, Exciſemen, Officer 
Doclk-Yards, and ſuch like Gentlemen, be a natural Inte 
a Clerk of the Treaſury or Admiralty. may be ſaid to 
a great natural Intereſt in his Borough; but as this Inte 
depends upon his Poſt, and not upon his Family or Fort 
I can not call it a natural Intereſt, Do not we know, 


that many of our little Boroughs are already become ſe 

nal, ſo publickly venal, that their Brokers, or rather i": 
Pimps, deal as openly for the Sale of them, as Bawds de 
the Sale of a Proſtitute. This infamous Traffic I an I: 


putting an End to; and as the Bill now propoſed will | ö 
great Service for this Purpoſe, 1 ſhall be not only for b fon 
ing it in, but for having it paſſed into a Law. l 
After nine Hours Debate, the Queſtion was put, ls 
paſſed in the Negative, Ayes 206 Noes 222. le arc 


Debate on the The z iſt, a Negative having been put December 18, wnt-G 


Call of the Motion for a Call of che Houle, it gave Riſe this D 
Houle. _ the following Debate. | | | 
5 William Pulteney, Eſq; Wo Lin r 

S1R, 1 2 2 

WilliamPilte- It is with Regret I obſerve, that almoſt every : bed a. 
ney, Eſq; introduces ſomething new, in diminution of the Lb 
or derogatory to the Conſtitution of this Kingdom at 

former times, the Grant of a Supply often ſtood a lo? 

bate in this Houſe, and was ſometimes abſolutely ret” own 

now it is always granted, Nemine contradicente. The Wi" «no 

Tax was never introduced til! towards the latter erziem 

King William's Reign, and was at firſt moſt ſtrenuous cal; 

poſed ; Nay, even during the War in Queen Anne's WF in: 

ic was often oppoſed, and was looked on as a Tax ſo b. 

ſome upon the poor Labourers. and Manufacturers Mute 

| Kirgdom. that no Man imagined any Miniſter would 
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lat War was over: Even our Neighbours of Scotland 
* phe themſelves ſo ſure of this, that, by the Articles of 
hs non, they ſtipulated to be free from this Tax except dur. 

the War; but they, as well as we, have fince found 
vnſclves miſtaken: This grie vous Tax has been continued 
is Day, and is now, in ſome meaſure, become à Motion 
courſe, The Mutiny Bill was at firſt thought to be 2 
dangerous Innovation, and was therefore moſt viotently 
coed, eſpecially in Time of Peace ; but it is nod become 
6miliar to us, that we paſs it regularly every Year, with - 

the leaſt Oppoſition, as if a Standing: Army and a Mu- 

Ad were two Things abſolutely neceſſary for the Sub- 

ce of our Conſtitution- Not many Years ago, the 

mberts of this Houfe, when aſſembled, looked upon 

knſclves as the Grand Inqueſt of the Nation, and therefore 

woke themſelves in Duty bound to enquire into every 

ievrance and Complaint,” without any other Foundation 

kn a public Rumour ; bat now every Motion, that tends 

an Enquiry into any Complaint, is rejected; or if any 

n Enquiry be ever (et on Foot, it is committed to thoſe 

ore themſelves ſuſpected of being the original and chief 
wie of the Complaint, 

© Thus, Sir, we have, for ſeveral Years, gone on approach- 
„ [ am afraid, to the Confines of Slavery; and in this 
fn we have made a new and a very extraordinary Step. 

li! this Seſſion it was always thought, that every Member 
us Houſe had a Right to move for a Call ef the Houſe. 
le are Fellow-Labourers for the public Good: We are all 
e. Guardians of the Liberties of our Country; and every 
ember has a Right to inſiſt upon it, that his Companion 
4 attend and bear an equal Share of the Burden, or at 
wt Share proportionable to his Strength and Capacity. 
ein this Seſſion, Sir, we have ſeen a Motion for a Call 
7d, tho' that Motion was the firſt of the kind that had 
kn made, tho' it was ſupported by ſtrong Reaſons, and 
ki: was deſired by near one half of choſe that were then 
dent. This I muſt look on as a moſt dangerous Innova- 
n; for when we begin to encroach upon or derogate from 
own Rights, no Man can tell how far it may go: Ido 
it know, but I may live to ſee the Queſtion put upon a 
virieman's riſing up to ſpeak, whether he ſhall have leave 
02k? And if ever ſuch a Queſtion ſhould be put, I thall 
in the leaſt doubt of its being carried in the Negative, in 
* there ſhould be a Suſpicion of the Gentleman's#intend- 
30 utter Things diſagreeable to thoſe that may then have 
* Direction cf the Mojority of this Houſe. 


lat 


« For 


II. 1739. 


» 


Aſarance to propofe ' renewing, or continuing it, after Apo 13; Geog 


4 


Anna 18, G %% For this Reaſon, Sir, I was extremely ſorry when 
- _ IL 1739. the Queſtion put upon ſuch a Motion, and till more 1 
uVuben I faw that Queſtion carried in the Negative: and if MW 
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were not fully convinced, that there were then ſeveral Obie 
tions to the Motion, which do not now ſubſiſt, I ſhould tl 
Care not to lay a Foundation for andther Precedent of 
ſame Nature. But as the moſt material Objections are nc 
removed, I believe, I may venture to move again for a C; 
of the Houſe; and, as I am under great Concern for t 
Succeſs of my Motion, I ſhall beg leave to explain ſome 
thoſe Objections which do not now -ſubfiſlt, _ 

For this Purpoſe, Sir, I muſt take Notice, that if th 
laſt Motion for a Call had been complied with, the Countr 
Gentlemen who have no Place. or Office under the Crow 
and are therefore under no Obligation, but that of :Conſcienc 
to attend the Service of this Hauſe, unleſs we force the 
to it by a Call, would have found themſelves under a N 
ceſſity of keeping their Chriſtmas in Town, inſtead 
keeping it in the Country; and I muſt farther take Notic 
that, according to my Obſervation, every Gentleman 
this Houſe that has, or is ſuſpected of having a Poſt, Off 
or Penſion from the Crown, gave his Negative to tt 
Motion. Now, I hope, they will give me Leave to ſ 
poſe, which very few others will do, that their giving tl 
Negative proceeded from the-great Regard they have 
the poor People in the Country. By the Nature of thi 
Place or Office, they are obliged to attend punQually t 
Buſineſs of this Houſe, and to reſide, for the greatelt f 
of the Year, perhaps the greateſt Part of the ſeven Yea 
in this great City. By this Means the Poor in the Count 
are deprived of that Hoſpitality, which they ſo generoulli 
and ſo charitably keep, when an Election, or ſome | 
Occaſion, calls upon them to vifit their Conſtituents ; a 
in order to atone, as far as they could, for the Loſs t 
Poor ſuffer by their Abſence, they were unwilling to dr 
away from the Country any of thoſe Gentlemen wio mig 
and were inclined to keep their Chriſtmas there. But 
Chriſtmas is now over, this Reaſon no longer ſublil 
therefore I now hope to have the Concurrence of many 
thoſe Gentlemen who voted againſt the laſt Motion fo 
Call; and I wiſh for it the more ardently, becauſe 
expect no Succeſs unleſs 1 have the Concurrence, ot 
leaſt the Connivance of ſome of them. 

Another Objection, Sir, that does not now ſubſiſt 
that which was removed the very laſt Day of our wee! 
together in this Houſe : I mean the Motion for Leave 


bring in a Bill, for the better ſecuring the Freedom 
Parliamen;y 
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liaments, by limiting the Number of Officers to fit in Anno rz, Ceo 
E Houſe of Commons. This Bill, if it ſhould paſs into II. 173g. 
law, would certainly exclude many Gentlemen who have 
n the Honour of having Seats in this Houſe : At leaſt it 
wald render them incapable of being choſen Members of a 
xv Parliament, unleſs they ſhould reſign the Offices they 
py enjoy. I have ſo good an Opinion of the Officers and 
wer Placemen, who are now in this Houſe, that every 
ge of them would, I believe, give it his Concurrence, 
utvithſtanding the private Diſadvantage it would be to 
in, if he thought the paſſing of ſuch a Bill abſolutely 
xeſſary for the Preſervation of our Conſtitution ; but, I 
pe, they will pardon me if I think, that their private 
kereſt prevents their ſeeing the public Neceſſity ; for, in 
tis, my Opinion is confirmed, by their unanimouſly joining 
pput a Negative upon the very Motion for Leave to bring 
duch a Bill. Now, when the laſt Motion for a Call was 
nde, it was ſtrongly ſuſpected, nay it was, I dare ſay, by 
at of them firmly believed, that there would be ſome 
h Motion ſoon after the Chriſtmas Holy-days ; and as 
aul of the Country-Gentlemen that were then abſent, have, 
yon former Occaſions, appeared to be Friends to every 
ich Propoſition, it was the Bufineſs of thoſe that were 
ylnſt it, to prevent their being brought up to Town, till 
ner that Motion was over, in order that the Motion might 
near to have as few Friends in this Houſe as poſſible, 
thecially confidering the vaſt Majority of Friends the Bill 
fears to have in every other Part of the Kingdom. 

This, Sir, was, I believe, the moſt material Objection 
manſt a Call when the Motion was laſt made, which I am 
te rather induced to believe, becauſe I obſerved that moſt, 
not every one of thoſe that appeared againſt the Call, 
qeeared likewiſe againſt the Motion for this Bill; and in 
ws I muſt allow they acted like good Generals; for when 
ibeneral expects to be attacked, it is certainly his Buſineſs, 
{pollble, to prevent the Enemy's being able to aſſemble all 
leit Forces together, eſpecially when he can do it without 
iperſing or loſing the Aſſiſtance of any of his own Troops. 


* kt as this Attack is now over: As they can be afraid of no 
cauſe e Attack in this Seſſion of Parliament, I hope, they will 
* low us to have the Authority of this Houſe, for compelling 


de Attendance of thoſe Members, who can by no other 
lleans be com pelled to attend their Duty in the Execution of 
at Truſt which they have accepted of from their Country. 
lierefore I cannot think, that even the * Hon. Gentleman 

Vor. VI. K k near 


Sir Robert Walpole. 


Arno 13, Geo near me, will now be againſt a Call, unleſs he be. on his p 


leaſt Regard for the Liberties of his Country. = n 


induced many 


Reaſon now ſubfyting againſt it, except that which Ih 


ſurely Gentlemen are not in earneſt when they ſiy, t 


'tlemens ſhewing us how great Maſters they are of Wit 


'be upon the Seceſſion, as they are pleaſed to call it, it Eo 
a very good Effect. I am convinced, the Gentlemen 5 
retired from the Houſe, did more Service to their Cou 


they cou d do by their Abſence. Accordingly it had 
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meditating ſome new Attack, To have the Houſe cal gol 
over once at leaſt in a Seſſion, is in itſelf fo reaſonable, : 
has been ſo conſtantly practiſed, that I ſhall expe@ even i”. 
Concurrence, unleſs he has ſomething in petto, which 
thinks will ſuit beſt with a thin Aﬀembly ; and if 
giving his Negative to this Queſtion, he dec'ares he has WM ©. 
hope it will have the ſame Effect with a Call: I hope 

will bring every abſent Member to Town, that has 


After having thus ſhewn, Sir, that thofe Reaſons, wh 
— to be againſt the laſt Motion 

a Call, do not now ſubfiſt; if I knew any Reaſon ſtill i 
ſiſting againſt it, I would endeavour to ſtate and anſwer 
but I cannot really ſuggeſt to mylelf the leaſt Shadow o 


mentioned, and which, in the Opinion of moſt Gentlen 
preſent, will, I hope, be a prevailing Argument in 
Favour. I ſay, Sir, I cannot ſuggeſt to myſelf the le 
Shadow of a Reaſon againſt what I am to propoſe; 


becauſe many Gentlemen abſented themſelves from 
Houſe laſt Seſſion, ater being convinced that their Preſe 
could be of no Service to their Country, therefore no G 
tleman ought to be compelled, during this Seſſion, to of 
his Attendance. This may be a Foundation for ſome G 


Humour (as they did upon the laſt Motion for a Call) 
it can never be a Foundation for a ſerious Argument, 
I mult obſerve, that however witty thoſe Gentlemen 


by retiring, than they could have done by continuing 
their Seats. They faw they could not by their Preſe 
prevent or alter the deſtructive, pacific Humour ſome Gen 
men were then in; and therefore they reſolved to try 


deſtred Effect: It made us reſolve to vindicate our Ho 
and our Rights by Arms, fince we ſaw we could not d 
by fair Means; and if the War be but tolerably condud 
it will, with the Aſſiſtance of Providence, contribute 


much to the Glory and Advantage of this Nation, as * 


of them have now returned, becauſe, if we are 


War we were ever engaged in, 
As this Change of Meaſures removed the Cauſe w 
Gentlemen had to abſenr.themſelves from the Houle, ! 


reſol | 


IWF 

tolre to proſecute the War with Vigour, their Attendance Anno 13, Geo. 

e may be of ſome Service to their Country. Thoſe who II. 1739. 

ow abſent have no Reaſon of a public Nature for their 

liſence; and I am for having the Houle called over, in 

er to ſee, whether any, and which of them, may have 

od Reaſon of a private Nature; for ſurely they ought 

ee here, if they have no good Reaſon of any kind for 

Wing abſent, Not only the conftant Cuſtom of Parliament, 

Wl. many cogent Reaſons of a particular Nature at this 

Wine plead in Favour of what I propoſe, and there is not 

» Wh je lealt Shadow of Reaſon againſt it; even thoſe who have 

ion en for many Years the conſtant and unvariable Friends 

an oy Adminiſtration, can now have no Objection to it; 

{wer , if a Negative be put upon it, merely out of Wanton- 

ow on: of Power, it may again afford a good Reaſon of a public 

iT h ture, not only for thoſe that are abſent to continue ſo, 

ww o, many of thoſe that are preſent, to retire a ſecond 

„me; for, when Things are carried in this Houſe without 

the le WW Reaſon, by what I muſt, in ſuch a Caſe, call an un- 

ole ; W:012ble Majority, thoſe who are governed by their Reaſon 

iy, t eo Buſineſs here, becauſe their Attendance can be of 

on Wa 6&rvice to their Country, and may throw a Blemiſh upon 
Pieſeſg n Charaters : As the Cultom of this Houſe does not 
no OO. of Proteſting, or entering our Diſſent upon the 

„nals, when deſtructive Meaſures are purſued, and au- 

me 2d or approved by this Houſe, neither the preſent 
Wit meration nor Potterity can diftinguiſh who were for or 
all) galt that Authority or Approbation; and therefore, the 
* Method Gentlemen have for vindicating their Cha- 
ders, is to retire from an Aſſembly where their Preſence 
0 kj give Countenance to Reſolutions which their Negative 
wen prevent, nor their Conſcience approve. | | 
Cou 'This ſort of Abſence, Sir, is what even an Adminiftration 
it to prevent, or put an End to as ſoon as poſſible, be- 

ik it can never happen but when ſuch Queſtions are car- 

as are condemned by a great Majority of the Nation. 

preſent Adminiſtration have wiſely taken care to remove 

e Canſe of many Gentlemen's abſenting themſelves from 
: Houſe laſt Seſſion, by giving them, as well as the Nation, 

 datizfaQtion they defired ; and the beſt Method they 

n take for preventing the like in Time to come, is to put 

"ys a greater Confidence in their Arguments than in their 

bers. I hope they will do ſo upon the preſent Occafion, 

therefore I ſhall beg leave to itate ſome of thoſe Argu- 

ns in favour of my Motion, which proceed from the 

real Situation our Affairs are in at preſent. Let us conſi- 

„dr, we are now engaged in a War, which is already 


Kk 2 ex- 


Anno 12, Geo expenſive, and may become dangerous. We have it 


IL 1739. 


this Houſe, and that the Friends of the Adminiſtrat b | 


the War, only to amuſe the People, and that they have 
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a great Authority, That in a Multitude of Counſellors the 
is Safety; and as we, in this Houſe, may aſſiſt his Majefi 
not only with our Purſes, but alſo with our Advice, therefo 
the more numerous and full our Aſſembly is, the better Ad 
vice we may give, the more Weight, I am ſure, it will hau 
both Abroad ad at Home. The Reſolutions of a full Hog 
will add great Weight to all his Majeſty's Negotiations 
broad, and encourage foreign Powers to enter into Alliant 
with us. But a little while ago we were told by an * He 
Gentleman, whoſe Veracity cannot be queſtioned, and wha 
Knowledge may be depended on, that we had not one A 
in the Univerſe, In the preſent War we have, as yet, 
Occaſion for an Ally; we can have no Occaſion for an All 
unleſs our Enemies ſhould get ſome very powerful Allies 
aſſiſt them. The Reſolutions of a full Houſe of Comme 
will ſhew the Spirit of the Nation, and may thereby ve 
probably prevent our Enemies getting any ſuch Aſſiſtan 
or if they ſhould, thoſe Reſolutions may enable his Maje 
to form a Confederacy upon the Continent of Europe, whi 
may give our preſent Enemies and their future Allies 
much todo at Land, as may diſable them from giving us 
Oppoſition at Sea, or in any Part of the Weſt-Indighf 
Whereas, if it be obſerved by foreign Powers, as it con 
tzinly.will, that there is but a ſmall Number of Members 


have, by a moſt extraordinary and unprecedented Negati 
prevented an Increaſe of that Number, they will eit 
conclude, that the preſent War is not a National, but a 

niſterial War, which, I am ſure, is far from being the Ca 
or they will conclude, that our Miniſters have entered 1 


a mind to proſecute it in ſuch a manner as to give Satis 
tion to the Nation ; either of which Conclufions will 
only diſcourage thoſe that incline to give us Afliſtance, 
encourage thoſe that incline to give Aſſiſtance to our E 
mies. | 

Thus it appears, Sir, that, with regard to our Ag: 
Abroad, it is abſolutely neceſſary to have a full Hou 
and with regard to our Affairs at Home, it is ſtill more 
ceſſary. Let us confider, Sir, that in this War, and, 
deed, in every War we can be engaged in, we ought to 
all the Methods we can think of, for giving Satisfactiot 
thoſe that contribute towards the Expence of the War, 
Spirit to thoſe that carry it on, The People will pay * 


Horatio Walpole, EA: 
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ſixes with Pleaſure, when they find they are granted by a Anno 14, Geo, 
| Houſe; becauſe they will ſuppoſe that no larger Sums II. 1739. 
x granted, than are neceſſary ; and that every Shilling 
Wer pay, will be applied, with the greateſt OEconomy, to 
Wi: public Service, Then, with regard to thoſe that are, or 
„ be employed in any of our warlike Operations, there 
TS; nothing gives greater Spirit and Confidence to thoſe that 
Wit either by Sea or Land, than their being convinced, that 
are directed in every thing they undertake by wiſe 
eacils, and commanded by brave and experienced Officers. 
Wiſts both our Soldiers and Sailors will believe, when they 
1 that all our Meaſures are adviſed and comptrouled by a 
{| Houſe of Commons: They will ſuppoſe thoſe Mini- - 
„t be wiſe, vigilant, and careful, that are willing, upon 
WL Occaſions, and in every Step, to ſubmit their Conduct to 
+ Review of a full and free Houſe of Parliament: This ö 
|| inſpire every Soldier with a Confidence of Succeſs, and x 
ji Confidence will always be almoſt an infallible means to 10 
dure It. = 
„On the other hand, Sir, if this Houſe be not near full, . 
ally if its being ſo be prevented by thoſe that are the 3 
en Friends of the Adminiſtration, what mult the Con- ö 
wence be? Does not every one know, that thoſe who are 
Wy Poſt or Employment under the Crown, muſt attend 
ns the private Call of the Miniſter ; but that thoſe who 
Wh: under no ſuch Influence, depend only upon the public 
of the Houle ? Does not every one know, that the ſor- 
xr will be made uſe of whenever the Miniſter thinks he 
Occaſion for it; and will not every one ſuppoſe, that he \ 
ments the latter, becauſe he is afraid of having his Con. 9 
| enquired into or directed, by a full and free Repreſen- = 
ine of the Nation? From hence every Man mult natu- 
y conclude, that his Conduct is either weak or wicked, 
WS perhaps both; and this will of courſe raiſe an univerſal 
faction among the People, and a general Diffidence 
i our Soldiers and Sailors. This Diſſatis faction may 
pole us to a real Danger of being invaded, and this Diffi- 
Ic nay render it impoſſible for us to prevent or oppoſe 
EE: Invaſion. | 
' The preſent Situation of our Affairs, therefore, both at 
me and Aroad, particularly require a full Houſe ; and be- 
t this, Sir, we have now under our Conſideration ſome 
firs of the utmoſt Importance to this Nation. We have 
dy ordered a Bill to be brought in for regiſtering Sea- 
i; What ſort of one it may be, I do not as yet know; 
Ut is an Affair in which the Liberties and Well-being of 
of the moſt numerous and uſeful Bodies of Men in the 
Kingdom 


Anno 13, Geo Kingdom are deeply concerned; and therefore, I am ſure, 


II. 1739. 


Rob. + Tracy, 
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highly deſerves to be conſidered in a full Houſe, It is real! 
in my Opinion, an Affair of ſuch Conſequence, that I ſhouf 
think the very Rumour of our being to have ſuch an AF; 
ſoon before us, would render a Call unneceſſary, It ce 
tainly would do fo, if Gentlemen were properly touche 
with what may ſo ſenſibly affect the Happineſs and Proſperi 


of their Country; but the Queſtion that was before us 1 n 
very laſt Day we met here, convinces me, that nothing bi nl 
a Call can force ſome Gentlemen to attend the Service . 
their Country in this Aſſembly. In that Queſtion the P.M” 
ſervation, the very Being of our Conſtitution was concerned 
and yet there were not much above two Thirds of our Nun be 
ber preſent, which was, perhaps, the Occaſion of a Neg. 
tive's being put upon the Queſtion; for I muſt obſerve, tha 
of thoſe who were for that Negative, there were, at le 
two Thirds that poſſeſſed Places or Offices under the Crom 
and were conſequently, from their private Intereſt, engage keel 
to have a Negative put upon that Queſtion. I ain far fro =q 
[ 


ſaying, that any of them was governed by ſuch a Motiy 
becauſe in all Affairs of a public Nature, I believe, the 
never have the leaſt Regard to their private Intereſt ; bu 
if it could be ſuppoſed, that any Member of this Houſe we 
governed by his private Intereſt, it muſt be allowed, th 
tuch a Member would never vote for excluding him 
from having a Seat or Voice in this Aſſembly, till after 
had reſigned the lucrative Poſt or Office he enjoyed und 
the Crown. | 

© This late Experience, Sir, has convinced me, that nd 
thing but a Call can bring up the Members that are no 
abſent; and, as it has been the conſtant Cuſtom to call ov! 
the Houſe, at leaſt once in a Seſſion, as there are ma 
ſtrong Reaſons of a particular Nature now for it, as the 
is not the leaſt Shadow of a Reaſon againſt it, I hope 
will be complied with; therefore, I ſhall conclude wit 


* 
ime , 
i gre: 
u thit 


ppen 


con 3 


moving, that this Houſe be called over upon this Day thre n, |; 
Weeks, being the 21ſt of February next. 1 — 
Robert Tracy, Eſq; W 

S IR, de den 

I ſhall agree with the Honourable Gentleman gs 
made you this Motion, that the Seceſſion which happene wp 
laſt Seſſion of Parliament, was the Cauſe of our chang! o oy 
our Meaſures ; But I differ widely from him as to the may. ' 
ner in which that Cauſe produced its Effect. He ſeems | Fa v 
think, it had an Effect upon the Court of Great Brita As 


and was the immediate Cauſe of our giving over to neg. 
tis 
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ve, and beginning to fight with Spain; whereas, I think, Anno 13, Geo 


; had not the leaſt Effect upon our Court, but had an imme- 
late Effect upon the Court of Spain, and was the only 
ble of that Court's refuſing to comply with any one thing 
hat was ſtipulated by the Convention. I am perſuaded, 
je Spaniſh Miniſter here thought the Seceſſion of ſo extra- 
winary and dangerous a Nature, that our Miniſters would 
mit to any Uſage from Spain, rather than declare War 
miu the Nation was in a Condition ſo diſtracted and for- 
bm: Nay, I do not know but that he was confirmed in 
tis Opinion, by ſome amonglt ourſelves without Doors; 
ud an Account of this Seceſhon, with his Opinion upon 
; being tranſmitted by him to the Court of Spain, they 
he entire Credit to his Accounts, and placed an implicit 
fith in his Opinion, which was the Cauſe of their Obſti- 
pcy, and their Obitinacy was the Cauſe, and a moſt juſt 
(ule too, for our Court's altering its Meaſures. Thus the 
Leſion was the Cauſe, but not the immediate Cauſe of 
wr beginning Hoſtilities againſt Spain, When that memo- 


able Event happened, we were in a Courſe of Negotiation : . 


hen Spain itſelf ſeemed inclined to do us Juſtice ; but that 
frent put an End to their peaceable Inclinations, and this of 
werte put an End to ours, 
From hence, I think, Sir, it is at leaſt highly proba- 
le, that the War we are now enga in, was chiefly 
wing to the Secefſion ; and when Gentlemen conſider this, 
wvever confident they may at any time think themſelves 
being in the right, notwithſtanding the Majority's being 
« a different Opinion, I hope they will be cautious of ever 
ing the Houſe in a Body, as many of them did at that 
me, becauſe it can never be of any Service, and may be 
great Prejudice to their Country. The only Precedent I 
athink of for ſuch a Method of Proceeding, is that which 
ppened in the long Par iament in King Charles Iſt's 
tn; and the Conſequence that enſued at that Time, can- 
„am ſure, give Encouragement to any Man to follow 
te Example. The Misfortunes and the melancholy Cata- 
ne of that Reign, and the Tyranny that was afterwards 
up, ought to be a Warning t Gentlemen, rot to deſert 
e cervice of their Country in this Houſe, even tho' many 
ungs be agreed to by the Majority, which they think in- 
biltent with the Intereſt of their Couutry. At leaſt, 
& ought not to leave the Houſe, unleſs their Attendance 
be abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Safety of their Lives, 
uch was the Caſe of many Members at that Time. 
* But, Sir, when Gentlemen retire voluntarily, and as 
were in a Pet, they can expect no Excule from their 
: Country, 
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Anno 13, Geo Country, and, I am ſure, they deſerve no Favour + 
1 130 


Houſe ſhould do them the Favour to compel the Attendat 
of their Companions ? If they did, ought it not to be ſu 


Sir, I take to be the very Caſe at preſent : A Number Wl 
Gentlemen retired laſt Seſſion from the Service of th 
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thoſe that continue in their Duty. Suppoſe ſome of the 
pettiſh Seceders ſhould, in a little Time, reaſon themſel 
out of their Pet, and ſhould return to their Duty in th 
Houſe, could they, with any Countenance deſire, that t 


poſed, that they did it for no other Reaſon, but that th t 
Return might be as conſpicuous as their Seceſſion? Th 


Country in this Houſe, I muſt ſuppoſe in a Pet, becauſe 
can aſſign no other Reaſon : Many of them have this Seſſi 
returned, but ſome have not; and now thoſe that hall 
returned, deſire the Favour of us, to call the Houſe ov 
in order to force the reſt to return to their Duty. I. 
Sir, they defire the Favour ; for a Call is a Favour gran 
by the Houſe to thoſe that deſire it. It is not a Right t 
every Member may inſiſt on. Every Member has a Ri 
to move for it; but a Queſtion is always to be put upon tn” "* 
Motion, and it is never complied with unleſs agreed to 
the Majority. A Call is therefore very different from Of 
Right every Member has to be heard; for when a Mem Ker 
rites up to ſpeak, I believe it was never yet put to Qgeſti * 
whether or no he ſhould he ve leave to ſpeak. 
« The Motion now before us is therefore a FuV⁹² 
which the Hon. Gentleman, that made ir, defires of us, 
every Gentleman has a Right to conſider whether it ou 
to be granted, and to refule it, if he thinks it unreaſonal 
I am one of thoſe that think it unreaſonable, and il 
therefore be againſt granting it. We gave thoſe that 
returned Leiſure to cool of the pettiſh Humour they 
fallen into laſt Seflion : I think it was right to do ſo, 
with regard to moſt of them, it has had a proper Effe 
If there are any of them that are not as yet grown cool, 
therefore continue in the Country, I am for leaving them 
there. The Country, we know, is a proper Place for 
flection and Conſideration; and no Cure is ſo good for a Bl 
tiſh Humour, as cool Reaſoning and mature Deliberat_n 
If we ſhou'd force them out of their Country Retirem 
they will, probably, oppoſe every thing we do; and 1 
not ſo much the Numbers, as the Unanimity of thole 
are here, that gives Credit to the Nation, or Weight to 
Majeſty's Negotiations at foreign Courts. Even at He 
the Diviſions among the People without Doors, are 5 £ 
rally owing to the Diviſions among thoſe within ; and wg” 
the Diviſions among thoſe within appear to be near * x 
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wong thoſe that are without. We ſeem now to be pretty 
ganimous, at leaſt with regard to our foreign Affairs. Even 
dae who have this Seſſion returned to their Seats in this 
Hoaſe, ſeem willing to agree to every Thing that may con- 
ribute to a vigorous Proſecution of the War; and no 
oder they ſhould be fo; for they cannot well refuſe to 
tribute all in their Power to the vigorous Proſecution of 
hat War, which they themſelves were, as I have ſhewn, 
Wie remote Authors of. This Unanimity will ſhew our 
vemies what they are to expect; and, by deſtroying their 
spes of being able to hurt us, or defend themſelves, will 
= courſe render them inclinable to a to reaſcnable 
Jims, which muſt neceſſarily bring the War to a happy 
Wu ſpeedy Iflne; therefore, we ought to do nothing that 
Wuy, in the leaſt, interrupt that Unanimity which now ſo 
SY upily prevails among us. BA 

Wo © Befides, Sir, the Hon. Gentleman who made you this 


ot agreeing to it. In giving a Reaſon for the Seceſ- 

Win laſt Year, he told us, that Gentlemen may ſometimes, 
Wir the Sake of Conſcience, and for preſerving their Cha- 
Waters, be obliged to leave the Houſe : He even ſeemed 
intimate, that this was the Cauſe of Gentlemens leaving 
e Houſe laſt Seſſion: Now, if ſome of thoſe Gentlemen 
ure got over this Scruple of Conſcience, how do t 
how that all the reſt have? We muſt naturally, or at leaſt 
turitably I think, ſuppote, that thoſe who have not re- 
med, have not as yer got over this Scruple of Conſcience z 
alas I ſhall always be againſt putting any Sort of Force 
gon a {ſcrupulous and tender Conſcience, I mult be againſt 
ampelling the Attendance of ſuch Gentlemen ia this Houſe, 
lam far from finding fault with any of thoſe Gentleman 
u have returned: f think they have done their Duty in 
ang ſo: but I cannot help comparing them to the preſent 
Wing of Spain. He, ſome Years ago, reſigned his Crown, 
«of a Pet, and, I think, it was a religious or conſcientious 
ao. I wiſh they had held him at his Word, and never 
ed him to reſume, as they might and ought to have 
e; for his ſecond Son, now Prince of Aſturias, was the 

Mural Succeſſor to his eldeſt, who died King of Spain. 
t they allowed him to reſume his Crown; and we know 
ut Diſturbances he has fince bred in Europe. If the 
bnlemen who left their Seats laſt Seſſion, had been taken 
t their Word: If we had ordered their Seats to be filled up 
e Elections, they could have complained of no In- 
ice, But we have this Seſſion allowed ſuch of them as 
Yor. VI. | Ll have 
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hey often occaſion what approaches very near to Sedition, Anno13, 


a IL 173 


lotion, has himſelf, . think, given you a very Reaſon 
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have returned, to reſume their Seats. In this we have 6 
ourſelves to be as indulgent as the Subjects of the Kit 
Spain; and, I bope, they will take Care not to make 
an Uſe of the Indulgence they have met with; as his 
tholic Majeſty has done. They have hitherto: ſhews; th 
they do not incline to do ſo ; but, if we ſhould call in tho 
that, for ought we know,-are ſtil} in a bad Humour, I don 
know what might happen. Evil Company, lay, cc 
rupts good Manners. * Tis a dangerous — Hua to — 
. the Infected with thoſe that are but juſt recovered,” Fe 

this Reaſon, I was againſt the Call, when it was laſt pre 

poſed ; and as this Reaſon ſtill ſubſiſts; E am fit againſt if 

There was no true Reaſon, Sir; for being againſt tu 
Call, when it was laſt propoſed, but what fill s in i 
full Force. Every one mult be ſenſible, that the Ho 
Gentleman was not ſerious in the Reafons he afligned, ar 
which, he ſaid, are not now ſubſiſting. However mer 
he may make himſelf upon this Occaſion, and we are ſe 
ſible of his ſuperior Talent in that Way, I ſhall alwa 
think, that Gentlemen are more uſefully employed in 
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tertaining their Neighbours in the Country, than in © ; 
poling every neceſſary Meaſure of Government in th 
Houle ; and therefore, I ſhall always be againſt compellit 
any Man to come here, who, by his former Conduct, ! 11 
given-me Reaſon to ſuſpect, that, when he is here, he w you 
certainly do ſo again. As for the Queſtion that was before Wi" 
the laſt Time of our meeting here, which was but the Dayb g coul 
fore Yeſterday, I ſhall never be afraid of its being conſider ; ab 
in a Houſe full of Members, that are free from the Prejudio ber 
of Paſſion and Intereſt, The Reaſons againſt the Queſtiq 
are ſo many and ſo pqwerful, and the Reaſons for it ſo fe bs 
and ſo weak, that, in ſuch a Houſe, I do not in the le 
doubt of its meeting always with the ſame Fate, and th 1 
the more full the Houſe is, the greater the. Majority will ny»: 
that appears againſt it. ; 4B 
his therefore could be no Reaſon, Sir, for auy Genth Wc 
man's being againſt a Call, the laſt Time it was move” 
With me, I am ſure, it would rather have been a Rea e: 
for my being for a Call; becauſe, tho' ſome of thoſe thin: 
are abſent would perhaps have voted in favour of ! 
Queſtion, I am convinced many more of them would ba | bin 
voted againit it. My chief Reaſon for being then againſt EE 
Call was, as I have ſaid, becauſe I was againſt our doi “e 
ar thing that might interrupt orfleſſen that Unanimity . 
this Houle, which, with Pleaſure, I obſerve, in every Thit Opi 
- that relates to a vigorous Proſecution of the War ; and eg 
this Reaſon againſt a Call is now as ſlrong as it was at th QWN&l 
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tine, I muſt therefore be againſt agreeing to the Hon. Anno, 13 eo. 
catleman's Motion. 4 IL 8735. 

George Lyttleton Eſq; | n 
S ta, * 5 PR: > | 
« The Seceſliop, à8 it is called, which happened upon a George Lyt- 
ey remarkable Occaſion laſt Seflion, is a Point that cannot tleton, Eiq; 
e reaſoned upon bere; and thereforg, I ſhall make no 
a 
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lpplication of what I am going to ſay. I have heard, Sir, 
{ Phyſicians taking their Leave ſick Houſe, when 
bey thought they could do no Good there, and were not 
ger greedy of Fees ; for ſome are ſo keen after Fees, that 
ey would ſtay and preſcribe to a dead Body, But I have 
lard of others, of a more generous Character, refuſing to 
matinue their Attendance, when they fear'd it was of no 
refit, and yet returning again upon being called to a new 
(onfultation, when better Symptoms appeared, and greater 
Hopes of a Recovery. to offer, at leaſt, the proper Re- 
y, whether it ſhould be taken or not. | 


Horatio Walpole, Eſq; 
SIR, | 

The Motion now under our Conſideration, is a Matter x... Wal- 
> ſuch Indifference to me, that I am perfectly eaſy whether pole, Eq; 
yu agree to it or not. I ſhall grant that it is very uſual 
pcall the Houſe over, at leaſt, once in a Seſſion; but, 1 
wud never obſerve, that it was of any Advantage to the 
ublic, and it is often of great Inconvenience to private 
bentlemen, who have the Honour, in this Caſe I may ſay, 
de Misfortune, to have a Seat in this Houſe. I take it for 
panted, that every Gentleman who has any thing to offer 
brthe Service of his Country or Conſtituents, or who thinks 
ie has any thing to guard againſt that may be of Prejudice 
beither, will attend duly in his Place; and, I cannot think 
lere is any great Neceſſity for a Gentleman's being here, 
wo thinks his Abſence can do no Harm, nor his Preſence 
uy Good. But, when the Houſe is ordered to be called 
er, with the uſual Certiorari, that all thoſe who do not 
ben attend, ſhall be taken into Cuſtody, no Gentleman can 
& ſure, that his Excuſe will be admitted, and therefore may 
link themſelves obliged to attend, tho' their Attendance 
an be of no Service at that Time to the Public, and may be 
great Prejudice to them in their private Affairs. 

' From this Conſideration, Sir, I have always been of 
pinion, that a Call of the Houſe is neither neceſſary, nor 
ght to be made ſo often as it is; and ſince, in the laſt 
lion, we indulged a great many with the Privilege of be- 

L1z ing 
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no 13, Geo. ing abſent, tho' we knew they had no Exeuſe, I think 
tem. the fame Indulgence. I ſhall not find fault, Sir, Wit 
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that are now abſent have Reaſon to expect, at leaſt 


the Privilege Gentlemen took to themſelves upon that Oe 
caſion: Whatever was their Pretence, they ſoon found thei 
Abſence condemned by the whole Nation, and, I believe 
they have ſince heartily repented of what they did, whi 
makes me, and I hope it has made their ſeveral Conſtituen 
ready to forgive them. But I cannot forbear taking Ne 
tice, that the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, pu 
me in mind of a merry Paſſage in a French Play, where 
Gentleman aſks a Servant, How her Mafter does? In a 
way of doing well, Sir, faid ſhe, for his Phyficians have ju 
taken their leave of him. phat. 
Now, Sir, to apply this to what happened laſt Seffior 
I muſt obſerve, that after our political Phyſicians had take 
their leave of the Houſe, as ſome of them did in a very 
lemn manner, Things went better than they had done for 
great while before. Several Laws were paſſed, which ga 
great Satisfaction to the People; every thing was carrie 
on with great Concord and Unanimity ; and to the Joy 
our Friends, and Diſappointment of our Enemies both 
Home and Abroad, the Nation foon 1 in perſe 
Health and full Vigour. Among ſeveral good Laws paſ 
in that Interval, I cannot but take notice of the AR fl 
granting a Liberty to carry Sugars of the Growth, or Man 
facture of any of his Majeſty's Sugar Colonies in Americ 
from the ſaid Colonies directly to foreign Parts, in Shi 
built in Great Britain, and navigated according to Law. 
our Sugar-Trade had, for ſome time, been in a declinit 
Condition, this Act was as much wanted, as it gave unive 
ſal Satisfaction when paſſed, except to thoſe whoſe privanil 
Intereſt led them to be againſt it; and yet, if our politic; 
Phyſicians had been attending, it is probable, they wou 
have oppoſed the Bill; for they generally oppoſe every N 
medy that is preſcribed by thoſe who muſt be ſuppoſed to | 
our bell Phyſicians, becauſe they have the beſt Opportun 
of knowing the State and Circumſtances of the Nation. T 
AQ for the more effeftual preventing of exceflive and c 
ceitful Gaming, was likewiſe paſſed during the Seceſſion, a 
is a Law that muſt be agreeable to every one who has a f 
Regard to the Morals or Happineſs of the People ; yet, 
this Bill had been at any other time pro „it woul 
perhips, have been violently oppoſed ; for, in this Caſe, 
in every other of the like Nature, it would have been 
that every new penal Law was an Addition to the Power 
the Crown, already too extenſive; which, in my Opin 
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ue of its being proper for giving Strength to his Pa- 


13 | | 
For this Reaſon, Sir, if the fly Servant Maid were, upon 
; Occafion, aſked ſuch another Queſtion, I am afraid ſhe 
wald anſwer, In a very bad way, Sir, for his Phyficians are, 
Hof them, returyed. But to be ſerious, Sir, I am of Opi- 
ao, that no Gentleman ought to abſent himſelf from the 
vice of his Country in this Houſe, when he can, without 
great Inconvenience, attend; and therefore, I ſhall be 
inſt the Motion, becauſe our rejecting it will, I think, be 


any good Reaſon, withdrew from their Duty laſt Seſſion 
Parliament, 


loud Viſcount Gage. 
Six, 


An Honourable Gentleman that ſpoke ſome Time 2 
nt the Motion, allowed, I think, that the Seceſſion, as 


ue Cauſe of that Alteration which ſoon after happened in 
Meaſures, Sir, if it was any Cauſe, whether remote or 
diate, it has done fignal Service, and has given great 
pRftion to the Nation. But the Seceſſion could add no- 
ug to the Obſtinacy of the Court of Spain; becauſe that 


They never had any Inclination, at leaſt not for theſe 

rity Years, to do us Juſtice. By the Convention, they 
ner did us, nor promiſed us any Juſtice : They would 

o much as promiſe, net to do us any more Injuſtice ; 
upon the Face of the Convention it appears, that they 
ud not ſo much as promiſe to abſtain from interrupting 
Navigation, and ſeizing our Ships in the American Seas. 
W6evident, that, of late Years, they never had an Inclina- 
to have any thing to do with us, unleſs it was to plunder 
Merchants, and amuſe our Miniſters with fruitleſs Nego- 
Ions; and a new Foundation for allowing ourſelves to be 
d in this manner, was all our Miniſters got by that fa- 
u Convention. This, I am convinced, would have been 
Conſequence, if it had not been for the Seceſſion. Our 
ilers would, upon the Foundation of that Convention, 
e gone on to treat and negotiate with Spain, perhaps 
wenty Years more, and the Spaniſh Guarda Coſta's 
, in the mean time, have gone on in plundering our 
ants and interrupting our Trade, But ſuch a Num- 
0 Members withdrawing, upon that Convention's being 
Mored of, convinced our Miniſters, that the Nation would 
N no 


fort of tacit Reprimand, with regard to thoſe that, with- 


| was, before, as obſtinate as it was poſſible for them to 


be ame as if a Phyſician ſhould object to a Preſcription, Anno 


IL 19s. 


20 Lord Gage. 


mas pleaſed to term it, was the remote, tho' not the imme- 
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Amo 13,Geo no longer endure. to be treated by the Court of 
— 173% ſuch a treacherous and ignominions manner. Our At 
ſters from thence ſaw, that they muſt begin to fight, ej 
wick Spain, or with their own Countrymen ; aud they 
choſe the former, as being the ſaſeſt for themſelyes, as w 
the molt honourable. _. Ci ü 
This, Sir, I am convinced, che whole Nation is cc 
vinced, was the real Cauſe of that Alteratiqn in ont h. 
7 ſures, which happened ſoon after the Scceſſag A th 
fore, however much it was condamned by thoſe tt emal 
within Doors, it was condemyed by no Man without;.un 
he was ſuch a one as was .2 mercenary Depunda 
4 upon ſome of thoſe that ined within. Byyn 
Sir, was it ever condemned; and as the N 
withdrew upon that O-cafion, are no way,atwtntious of þ 
ing their Conduct approved of by ſuch Judges, I am ſure 
one of them has ever yet repented of what he did; ſot 
x6 the Honourable Gentleman that ſpoke laſt never forgi 
but upon Repentance, thoſe Gentlemen muſt all yet, and 
belicve, for ever will, remain under his Wrath ; but they 
not, thank God | liable to his Vengeance. ; 
The only ſerious Argument 1 have heard, Sir, ay 
the Motion id, leſt it ſhould interrupt or leſſen that Ur 
mity which now appears, in providing for every thing t 
may be neceflary for a vigorous Proſecution of the War lie 
wich, I am fully ſatisfied, the Honourable Gentlen 
þ + Fears are altogether groundleſs. I dare anſwer for er 
one of thoſe who retired from the Houſe laſt Seffion, 
are now abſent, that no one of them will oppoſe any 
ſuxes neceſſary for proſecuting the War; and an Honou 
\ Friend of his may, I believe, if he pleaſes, anſwer for: 
of the reſt. I am perſuaded, that no Gentleman whe 
now in the Houſe, or can hereafter be in it, will ope 
oſe providing for a vigorous Proſecution of the 
and therefore I ſhall only wiſh, that it may be as vigoro , 
proſecuted, as jt will be unanimouſly provided for. | 
In this Seſſion of Parliament, therefore, Sir, no Get 


mon could be under any real Apprehenſions of a C (5: 
' about any thing relating to the War, tho* every Meals: | 
belonging to the Houſe were now preſent, and continue. alen 


till the End of the Seſſion; but, as the whole Nation or 
expect to hear ſome good Accounts of the Proſecution bel 

F next Winter, ] do not know but that we may then | 
ſome Conteſts about the War, with regard to its Pro 
tion; and therefore there may, perhaps, be ſome amd 
us, who are far from wiſhing to ſee a full Houle, at any t nyt 


during next Seſſion. If there be any ſuch among — Win | 


1 


- 
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iinly their Buſineſs to prevent the Call of the Houſe ſor Anne S 
deſuon; beeauſe it will be a Precedent ſot doing the ſame: II. 1739: 
de next, and will be, in all future Limes, a convenient 
| agreeable Precedent for choſe that are afraid of having 
impartial Parliamentary iry into their, Conduct. 
for this very Reaſon, Sir, I mult be of Opinion, that 
Gentleman who is unfeigned]y for a vigorqus Proſecution 
te War, or the Preſervation of our Conſtitution, can, 
n he ſeriouſſy conſiders the Conſequences, be for making 
a dangerous Prece dent. 
Tbus, I hope, Sir, I have ſully anſwered the only feri- 
; Argument I have heard made uſe of, againſt my worthy 
jend's Motion. As for all the other Arguments made; ule 
on the ſame Side of the Queſtion, they were father 
es of Wit, than Pieces of Reaſon z and. as moſt of them 
xe pointed at the Gentlemen who, laſt Seſſion, withdrew 
the Houſe, they have nothing to do with any thing that 
be propoſed in this, - But, I muſt obſerve, that eyery 
of them either miſled of its Aim, or was very impro- 
jj applied. If the King of Spain reſigned his Crown 
12 real View. of ſerving, his Country, he was in the 
it: If he reſumed it again with the ſame. View, he was 
be right, and his Subjects were in the right to-receive 
And as for the Diſturbances he has ſince occaſioned, 
xlieve, moſt of them were originally owing to our Mit- 
it; therefore, I am ſurprized to hear of them from 
t Side of the Houſe. If thoſe who compoſe the Majority 
| this Houſe, have a Mind to prevent Gentlemens ever 
ag a View of ſerving their Country, by leaving their 
„ the beſt Way is never to purſue ſuch Meaſures as are 
wreeable to a great Majority of the Nation; and while 
take Care to avoid ſuch Meaſures, they need fear no 
Kurbances that, any Gentleman can occaſion, either by 
Wig or reſuming his Seat in this Houſe. ö 
sor the Piece of French Wit made uſe of by the 
- Centleman that ſpoke: laſt, and applied by way of 
Wer to the Obſervation made by the Hon. Gentleman 
ſpoke before him, ſurely, Sir, every one muſt ſee that 
w miſapplied to the Members of this Houſe, for the 
= eman that made it, did not, I think, make any Ap- 
ation, We muſt all look upon ourſelves as political Phy- 
_; and, indeed, we are ſo: We are properly the State 
Ficians of our Country, becauſe we are to enquire into 
vrievances or Diſtem pep, and apply the proper Reme- 
i, Therefore, if that Obſervation is to be applied to us, 
nult ſuppoſe that ſome of us are willing to attend, if 
tan dut get a Fee, even tho we know we can be — no 
VICE 
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a Annory, Geo. 


come to be the Caſe, this French Piete of Wit may ther 


moſt heartily give it my Affirmative.“ 


Members who are in foreign Parts during the ctr 
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Service to our Country, and that otherd att 
attend, except when they think they can be of 
vice to their Country Appli 
not been — — we may think within De 
thoſe without will judge who are over-greedy 6 
who are not. But, I muſt obſerve, that this N 0 


Wit p from the Contempt the Freneh Phygen 
had then brought themſelves into, 1 gnorance, f 
by their ſhewing a greater Concern for theif Fees, than Perf 
the Health or Recovery of the Patient. They Wee inp 
that Time, become a Proverb among the Vafger an bee 


Subject of Ridicule in every Part of that K „en 
in their own Aſſemblies; and, if we ſhould, / 6ur Is 
rance, bring our Country into 'Misfortanes; or begin 
ſhew a greater Concern for Penſions and Places chan br 
Welfare of our Country, we ſhall bring ourſelves into 


ſame Contempt: We ſhall become a Scoff a the 
gar, and a Subject of Ridicule in every Part of this K ob 


dom, except in our own Aſſemblies. If this 'hoald'e 


properly applied, but not to thoſe Members that retire 
ſuch a contemptible Aſſembly. It will be applied to 
Breaking up and Meeting of Parliament : When our Sel 
is at an End, it will be ſaid, The Kingdom is in a fair 
of doing well, for its Phyſicians have taken their tex 


and when we meet again, it will be ſaid, The Kingdor We 
in a dangerous State, for its Phyficians are, moſt of th That 
returned. I hope every Gentleman that has a regard for WW Brit 
Honour and Dignity of Parliament, will endeavour to 


vent this Misfortune ; and ey think, nothing can cor 
bute more towards our falling intoa general Contempt, 
our putting a Negative upon this Motion, therefore, T | 


Ordered, That this Houſe be called over upon this 
three Weeks, the 21ſt of February next and that 
Members as ſhall not then attend, be taken into Cuſtody. 

Ordered, That a Committee be appointed, to cont 
how far the Privilege of this Houſe ought to be allowe 


Parliament. for 
In a grand Committee went thro' the Bill for probibigtern 
Commerce with Spain, with ſeveral Amendments. ' | hon wh 
Feb. 1. Mr. Secretary at War preſented à Liſt of . 
reduced Officers of his Majeſty's Land-Forces and Mari on 
intitled to receive Half pay in Great Britain, with an dis 


mate of the Charge thereof for 17493 with their ; 


= 
. * . 
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hues of their rſt Comtniſſiong, and the Time they were Anno 13, Geo 
at upon Half pay, and the Oceaſin thereof. 197 „ Yo eee 
Received divers Pejitiofis for private Bills. 
Received and read à firſt time, a Bill to prevent Tnconves Y 
wricies which may ariſe _ naturalizing*Perſons, who ; 
ball not continue to reſide within his Majeſty's Doatialuat, 
fer their Naturalization.” . | 
ln a grand Committee, went thro! the Bill; o indemnify 
_ who omitted to qualify 'theinſelves for Offices and 
inptoyments, within the Time limited by Date; &c. with 
mera Amendments.” © * 
ſt was moved that the ordins mary Ellimate of the Navy Diviſion on 
x 1740, be referred to à Committee on the Sapply; which the Eſtimate 
fer Debate, paſſed in. the Allfrmative: ' On a Diviſion, of the Navy. 
hes 148, Noes 95. | 
The 4th. Agreed to RY Report of the Bit to indemnify 
ons who have omitted to take the Out, &c. and e 
tt be ingroſſe. we \ 
Aoreed to the Re 1 bt the Bill for prohibiting Con. | 
ce with Spain, a whe it to be ingroſſed. * 
Agreed to the Report of the Reſolutions {of Friday la 
the Supply, viz. Reſolved, © 
That 10,0001. be granted't cowards oe Support of Green- Sums granted 
c<-Hoſpital. to Weſtmin- 
That 40001. be granted wage th ran ana nſhing — Ys 
Weſtminſter- Abbey. D iin! | Hoſpica and 
That 10,0001, be granted towards the: Maintenance of the A frican- 
þ Britiſh Forts in Africa,” | | nnn 7 Company. 
The 5th. Agreed' to the! Report of welerdayw el 
In, in a grand Committee on Ways and Means, vz. 
Relolved, That, towards raiſing 1 the Supp]! e to Kis A Million 
Nelly, the Sum f one Million, be iſſued and applied out — out 
ach Monies, as "have ariſen, or ſtfalt or May ariſe, of 9 3 
durpluſſes, Exceſſes, or 'overplus Monies, commonly * 
"q the Sinking Fund. N Aud 4 Bill hs ordered! in accord- 
P 
Read a third Ae: and” paſſed the Bill W. piokibitiog 
mmerce with Spain,” % ON bag , 
head a firſt time, a [B51 (broug ht m Sit Charles Wa. A Bill for re. 
) for regiſtering al Seaitien!" Watermen. Fimermen, — A 


Htermen, Kc. th at” his Majeſty's" Ddmiaions: bate thereon. 
yon which Occafion en ued' the eee TROY 


id. Ia 49 4 61, one 


vr John Barnard. | =. Ot 


dix, rere 7. » Bedi 429 abt} ) ht 111 : Ws 
c] maſt own, Ar be Want 'of Siors is ven M. great, Sir John Bar 


1 Emefgeney 2 , preſſing? fd "tie Lace eſs nard. 
Vol, VI. 2 ef 


ge 218 2 
Goo of the W r axch e. 
Age * — Ships * the 2 8 = | 
LA preadesthy in diſcovering ſo pub bor, DES 


| .. where, by Inſtruction and Example, 5 Buſineſs of a, c 


Ln 


the Fleet. The Marines that = en — too lately 


levied ſooner; they might t 


by Encouragement or Rewards, they 
0 Obſtinacy that muſt be comy F 0 0! nos hy 


enable them to carry on their. Buß neſs 
it. But, fince,paſt Errors cannot 


Ends for which; it-was drawn up, by What Arguments 
ſupported, and to what Odjections it Teems to be 1 


many Lhoujands,. ho have doubtleſs the fame Chai 
placing theſe Men in a State which, every other B 


, Would 400 liſdain? If the Deſign be to propagate Slavery 
o ar one Claſs of Men after anot 


* La 


K 


with which nothing but their 
ing dee 


them, nor juſtly in demanding 
repaired at the * os 1 15 


Ne Kr, i 55 

„„The. Aver „ „ whic 5 
Seryice of the Crown, is not, I fear, witho —.— ow | 
but tho' the Gentlemen in the Admipiſtratign have be 


Jong ſenßble of it, ons Tg inſtead of, dh tg — 957 


Reſtraints, Regiſters, and Penal ecauſe 100 ly 

claim the;common.Privileges of liſþaien, their a 

think jt; necellary to;puniſh them for or aſſerting their Bi 

right, by depriving them of the e of Freed 

for after ſuch a- Regiſter, as is pr Ek poo Ban n Place 

Sailor and a Save will be Ter ame gaikeatio 
r ah. the Go 


Nor. was jt only in the owe — 
have endeavoured the — of. the Sailors; t 


might have, uſed” more exped Met] thods for Mann 


be of any Service, wien Wi © the. fame Eaſe have be 
en have n diſperſed in x 


per Proportions. among the Crews © ne Men, of 


mon Sailor might have heenaquickl earned, and our | 
chants might ſtill; have had a e Number of Sale 


« Thus far i it is evident, that/ t is Bull is. * necef 
is become neceſlary-only by the N of thoſe that pro 
e-xecalied,. it may be 


per tocontider, the Bill as it now lies hefore « us, and exai 
how far the Regulations intended by it are adapted to 


I. is impoſſible to hear the Bill read without 
mediatgly alarmed at an open Attack upon the Libe 


Independency with other Britong, a Claim which they 
not forfeited by Any Oe and which 1 they 
too highly to give up for any Advantage that can be of 
them in Recompence. What Reaſon can be aſſignec 


er, let the 89 
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jp hat ſhall loſe their Freedom. Let the Annary Geo + 
led with thedeſpicable Names of Penſion- 47 11 
r and Depebdants; but let the 


tall, be the-1 
if Regiſter be 
. Placemen, Sycaphants, and 1epends 
e, the hardy, the bonef} Seaman retain his Liberty, un . 
a and Corruptign, with which the Example of thoſe. 
Won the World calls his Superiors, may in Time infect 
Win, mall prepare him for Slavery. 
Wl Let us dwell, Sir, a ſhort time upon the State of a Sea - 
, regiſtered as it is intended by this Bill. He muſt ap- 
on: whenever he is ſum moned, at all Hazards, whatever may 
be Circumſtances of his Family, or the State of his private 
firs, he mult, in man) Caſes, expoſe himſelf to the Pe- 
lies of the AQ, or leave his Family at a Time when his 
ance and Direction are abſolutely neeeffary. He mult, 
he ſhould by any Misfortune or Negligence, be encum- 
red with Debt, either fall under the Diſtreſſes which che 
uch of this Law will bring upon him, or lye at the 
cy of his Creditors, perhaps exaſperated by long Dilap- 
ments, or by long Practice of Severity hardened in Op- 
Mon. Nor if he ſhquld either by Induſtry acquire, or 
rive by Inheritance an ample Fortune, is he in leſs Dan- 
r from the Bill before us; he may be torn from his Poſ- 
uns, and forced into Hardſhips which no Man now un- 
rzoes but from the Senſe of Fear or Want; ſo that this 
ll equally diſables a Sailor from avoiding Diltreſs, or en- 
ng Proſperity. zi 
Such, Sir, give me leave to repeat it, will be the imme-, 
ue Con!equences with regard to our Sailors, but the Ef- 
t of this Bill will reach much farther. That every Diſ- 
wgement of our Seamen is an Injury to our Merchants, 
bo plain to require Proof; and indeed what Regard has 
en paid to our Traders, is apparent from that Clauſe of, 
bill that allows Sailors to be taken from our Trading Veſ- 
þin America, If the unhappy Merchants engaged in 
it Branch of our Commerce, a Commerce far more bene- 
| than all others to the Britiſh Nation, if theſe Men, 
m whoſe Labours we derive all our Wealth, and that 
wer which is the Conſequence of Wealth, have been ſo 
irtunate as to offend their miniſterial Superiors, let them 
puiſhed with all the Severity due to ſo enormous an Of- 
Ke; et their Trade be prohibited, and their Ships con- 
vat Home by a perpetual Embargo, but let us not be ſo 
ſe! a5 to ſuffer them to ſend their Ships to America, and 
idcbar them from the Poſſibility of returning. | 
More need not, in my Opinion, be ſaid to ſhew how 
e this Bill deſerves our Approbation; if it ſhould be- 
* Law, nothing can be expected, but that all who are 
Mm 2 now 
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Anno 13, Geo now engaged in the Buſineſs of Navigation, will leave the 


11. 1739. Employ ments rather than their Liberty. At leaſt, Sir; thoſe 


Youth whoſe Years allow them the Choice of their Pre 
feſſion, will never doom themſelves to Slavery; fo that b 


Manning our Navy in this Manner, we ſhall put an End ti 


our Power and our Commerce.“ | 
William Pulteney, Eds 


8 1, | 


Williampulte- The Diſadvantages arifing to the Nation by our Inabi 


ney, Eſq; lity to equip our Fleets with that Expedition that War ofte 
requires, are, I find, allowed on both Sides' to be ve 
great. I am ſufficiently convinced of them, and by Co 
lequence am of Opinion, that we cannot do a greate 
Service to our Country, than by, finding out ſome Expe 
dient by which the naval Power of Great Britain may b 
exerted, with no greater Delays than attend the milita 
Preparations of France or Spain. How far the preſent Di 
ficulties may be aſcribed to the Conduct of the Miniſtry, « 
whether they might have been prevented by a more ear} 
Levy of Marines, I am not able to determine. But whatev 
be the Cauſe, the Effect may be extremely injurious to ot 
Trade and our Honour; and therefore, Sir, it may n 
be improper to make Uſe of ſome extraordinary Means 
ſupply the preſent Exigence. 4 
Nothing could be more for the Honour or Advantay 
of this Nation, than ſome Law which might ſecure a fi 
ficient Number of Sailors for the Service of the Flee 
without any Infraction of their Liberty, or Violation 
their Civil Rights. But no Man can defend ſuch a Scher 
as tends to deprive any Claſs of our Fellow-SubjeQs of 
common Privileges of their Country. Liberty 1s never 
be injured, whatever is ſuffered or whatever endangered. 
But ſurely the Evil is not ſo inveterate as to requ 
ſuch ſevere Methods of Cure, ſurely Rewards may ha 
equal Force to allure, as Puniſhments to affright our Saile 
into the Service of the Crown. Let us rather have Recou 
to any other Expedient than Violence and Compulſie 
which can only remove our Difficulties for the preſent, | 
mult in reality heighten the dreadful Apprehenſions wh 
our Seamen already entertain, and drive them into 
Service of other Nations. 


The preſent Bill I can neitherentirely approve nor reje | 


The Queſtions which ariſe from a curſory Conſideratio 


it, are of too much Importance to be negligently det = 


”> 
WPAR,, 


mined, and involve too many Conſequences to be ſe 
examined in their full Extent, I am convinced _ 


\ 
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Eſtabliſhment is yet very imperſect, and that ſome Anno 13, Geo 
| on Regulation is required: But whether the Scheme II. W 
Ws propoſed deſerves the Sanction of this Houſe, a more | 

tive and deliberate Survey muſt determine. 
I therefore take the Liberty to propoſe that the ſecond 
jading of this Bill may be deferred for a few Days, and 
in the mean time it may be printed, that every Mem- 
WW: may have Leiſure and Opportunity to beſtow that Con - 
eration upon it which it requires and deſerves, 


fir John Norris. 
SIR, / | 


The Deſign of the Bill now propoſed, it is by no Sir J. Norris. 
ans neceſſary to explain; nor can any better Proof than 
rown Experience be demanded, how much the preſent 
freamſtances of the Nation require this or ſome other 
Il, by which that Deſign may be promoted. The Im- 
mance of the preſent War cannot be denied. We have 
en been told that our Trade and Navigation are at Ha- 
, that we are aſſerting the common Rights of Nature, 
m we muſt now conquer or be undone, and that the 
lntelt is not for Honour but for Life. Yet we ſuffer our 
ur to languiſh, and our Menaces to be loſt in the Air 
thout Execution, We have indeed put our Fleets into 
Wnmiſion, nominated Commanders, and collected naval 
military Stores; but theſe Fleets are yet in the Har- 
„, and theſe Stores decaying without Uſe. For with 
ever Importunity the Nation might call out for War, 
lever Vengeance they might threaten, and however 
key might deteſt or deſpiſe the Spaniards, there was, per- 
never ſuch an apparent and general Diſlike to the 
A Lervice diſcovered before. Every Hardſhip, every Dif- 
Wt) is preferred before it, and every Expedient practiſed 
void it. Violence and Kindneſs are equally ineffectual, 


* mpreſſes can force, nor Rewards allure them to the 
por 


What is the Cauſe of this Prejudice, and the Evils 
wuced by it, perhaps it is now too late to enquire. The 
ent Exigence, Sir, demands not long retroſpective Diſ- 
ons, but ſpeedy Determinations and an immediate 
Wy; which, whether we can expect from the Bill 
Wore), muſt be conſidered by the Houſe. One Objection 
a wi be made to it, an Objection very ere. and 


a be -afily foreſeen, and, I think, removed 
cy; we hull be cold that it propoſes the 
_T i: of a French ?rictice, a Practice unknown to 
OMuton of Gicat Britain, and that the Nec iures of 
arbitrary 
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13, Geoarbitrary Governments are not to be imitated here; The 
1739. Gentlemen may declaim when Reaſon is againſt them, an; 


"F 


"WW oppoſe Meaſures not for their Conſequences hut for thei 

| Original. They may condemn a Scheme becauſe it j 
| French, and may, perhaps, be applauded for their Zea c 
| | by noiſy Faction, or unthinking Honeſty ; but the cool 1e 
the prudent, and the loyal, will eaſily diſcern that ſon te 
| thing more is neceſſary for the Support of Oppoſitian ar | e 
| the Confutation of Argument. By the Proſperity of th den 
French (that Proſperity with which the preſent Admin de 
ſtration has been ſo often reproached) it is evident thi reat 
many of their Meaſares deſerve our Imitation, aud, een 
| our Conſtitution be defective, is it not one of the gr 
P Ends of this Aſſembly to improve it ? By whom was it re 
| vanced from its original Imperfection to its preſent Degre A 
hee 


of Excellence, but by the ſame Powers which are now c 
led upon to add one Barrier more to its Security ? 

* I own, Sir, that to the Method propoſed many Dif 
culties may be objected ; the Eloquence of Gentlemen m- 
be diſplay'd, and their Sagacity exerted in tracing 
its Conſequences, and expoſing its imagined Tendenc 
But is any Conſequence to be apprehended from it equa] 
dangerous with the Want of Seamen in Time of War 
Can we ſuffer by the Execution of this Scheme in a1 
Degree proportionate to the Diſappointment of our 
peditions, and Loſs of every Opportunity which vl 
Weakneſs or Negligence of our Enemies may afford us ?W 

As every Form of Government ſo every Method Qi 
Adminiſtration has its Inconvenience, which will alva 
be to thoſe, who did not propoſe it, or who propoſed al 
other, the Subject of Cenſure. : 

To try many Expedients upon Emergencies like tl 
is not practicable; it ſeems, therefore, prudent, Sir, 
put that Method in Practice which the Experience of « 
Neighbours proves to have been ſucceſsful. _ That it! 
been of great Uſe to their Government is apparent fra 
the Expedition with which their Fleets are fitted o 
and that Individuals have not ſuffered by it may be P 
ſumed from the Increaſe of the Numbers of their 8 
lors, fince that Eſtabliſhment. Let us not therefore re) 
any Meaſures, becauſe our Enemies have practiſed the 
but Jet us rather employ their own Policies againſt the 
and ſubdue them by the Means that have enabled th 
to reſiſt us,” ö 


a 13 ed 10 TY + <1 . fino tz, Se 
zr William Wyndham. / = PL 
_ 8, 1 | — 3 | 
| The Weaknels of condemning Meaſures becauſe they 8 : 
„ 1 ir practiſed dur Neighbours or our Enemies, has by Ag mw 
te Honourable Gentleman been ſafficiently expoſed ; but 
Wh: cicher negligently or willingly forgets, that to recommend 
em from their Example only is equally trifling. That a 
Wiheme is French can certainly be no ſuffcient Reaſon for 
rating it with Contempt or Deteſiation, but that it has 
ken execated with Succeſs in France cannot of itfelf prove, 
ir it will be of equal Advantage to this Nation. To re- 
ae an Alarm at the Propoſal of eftabliſhing any Part of 
Wc Policy of abſolute Governments among us, is not the 
o content of Faction, but the Caution of Experience, not 
Rage of Oppofirion, but the Zeal of Integrity. For 
Wor Part, Sir, if 1 know that any Practice is countenanced 
France it will ſeem at leaſt to prove, that it has no Ten- 
ac to the Advancement of Liberty, and Liberty has, in 
{ uncorrupt Parliaments, been their firſt and greateſt Care. 
bn this Occaſion, Sir, I beg leave to obſerve that the 
ſperity of Freemen and of Slaves is very different, and 
ferefore is to be promoted by different Means, The 
W\rciches doomed to live under the Yoke of an arbitrary 
Vernment, whoſe Properties, whoſe Quiet, and whoſe 
es depend upon the Caprice of a deſpotic Lord, have but 
WW": kind of Happineſs to hope for, the Happineſs of ſeeing 
-nclves more rich, powerful, and formidable than the 
es of another Monarch, the Happineſs of ſeeing their 
ee courted by his Neighbours, and themſelves honoured 
L loreign Countries, by thoſe who feel the ſame Miſeries 
out the ſame Alleviations. This Ha ppineſs, Sir, poor 
i chimerical as it is, we know to be all that the greateſt 
Wt of Mankind appears to enjoy; and this Happineſs 
zy be promoted by Meaſures like this now propoſed to 
JW” imitation. An univerſal Regiſter of Sailors may enable 
Monarch to man his Fleets with Expedition, Expedition 
Wu procure Succeſs, and Succeſs advance the Power of his 
e, and by advancing their Power, increaſe the only 
ness which they dare to hope for. The Adminiſtration 
ole Countries, lies under no Temptation to make any 
WW uſe of Power than to aggrandize their Prince, and pro- 
WW the People from foregn Enemies. They have no Elec- 
o influence, nor any Oppoſition to contend with; 
have no new Demands of Authority to make, nor any 
ger to fear from an oppreſſed Nation. 
da the Greatneſs of Britons, the true Greatneſs of 
rational 


99 rational Beings, conſiſts not in Extent of Dominion, not i 


Wealth, nor in the Power of oppreſſing others. It. confif 


(272) 
the empty Sound of Victory and Triumph, not in precarior wh 
in Freedom and Independence, in Privileges not to be fo Out 
feited but by their own Conſent. Commerce, Wealth ar 
Power, are ſecondary Means of Happineſs, which would, 
Liberty be loſt, be of no Value. Liberty is therefore to | 
firſt ſecured, nor are any other Advantages to be purſud 
but by the Methods conſiſtent with the Rights of a fr, 
Nation. 1 
All Happineſs, Sir, is attended with ſome Incon 
nience ; and Liberty is not to be preſerved without Cantio 
Anxiety, and Attention. The complicated Intereſts of t 
Britons make their Councils more perplexed, and the / 
miniſtration of their Government more difficult. Wh 
the French are engaged in a War with Britain, they have 
Enemies but the Britons to contend with; all Meaſure 
that can contribute to Succeſs, are ſalutary and expediet 
becauſe they promote the only Happineſs which that For 
of Government admits of. But the Britons have ma 
Dangers to obviate, and many Enemies to, engage ; t 
may, by truſting their Governors with unlimited Authori 
perhaps become more ſucceſsful in War; but what wolf 
the Succeſs avail them, if that Authority be made uſe of 
enſlave them? i N 7 
The Scheme recommended with ſo much Warmth 
grant, Sir, 1s beneficial to France, becauſe it promotes 
Power of the Government, and by Conſequence the H 
pineſs of that ſervile Nation, which is happy as the 
vernment is powerful. The Scheme is of uſe in Fran 
becauſe the Government and the People have in reality . 
ferent Intereſts ; but it would be deſtructive here, beca 
our People and our Government ought to have the ſal 
Intereſt, or if they are ever divided in their Views, 
Intereſt of the People ought to prevail. 1 
Having thus ſhewn, how little the Example of Fra 
ought to be regarded; how little the Meaſures of a ( 
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vernment abſolute and unaccountable deſerve the Imitatl © Tha 
of a People, who boaſt of being ſubject to Laws made Fleet 
themſelves ; I ſhall not engage in ſo ſuperfluous a Ta not 
that of ſhewing how much the Regulation propoſed in le Pref; 


Bill, is inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution : ſurely Not 
is more incompatible with Freedom and Independence 
Reſtraint and Compulſion. 

« As to the preſent Situation of our Sailors it is ſufficiet 
deplorable. That honeſt, laborious, and brave Claſsof 
to which we owe all our Power, our Riches and Reputatn 
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already Expoſed to Hardſhips from which every other Anno 14, Ceo. 
wbje&t of Great-Britain is exempt. Theſe 'Hardſhips, Sir, II. 1739. 
te daily Outrages of an Impreſs make ſufficiently apparent. | 

Wurages in themſelves hatefu!, and in their Conſequence 
etructive. Outrages, by which Multitudes of the braveſt 
bects in Great-Britain have been driven to ſeek for a 
inder Treatment from abſolute Princes. Nor is it to be 

- SY rondered at, that they have rather choſen to live where 
WW icy are only Slaves in common with the reſt of the People, 

han where they have the Mortification of ſeeing that 
freedom which they, and they only, are not ſuffered to en- 


"It 15 not without the warmeſt Indignation that an 
Whoneſt Mind can conceive a brave, an induſtrious, a free- 
Wim Engliſhman torn from his Employment, deprived: of 
Wis Bread, and condemn'd without a Crime to ſerve under 
Wikiters whoſe Tyranny he abhors, or perhaps thoſe whoſe 
WW morance he deſpiſes. It is ſurely not without Compaſ- 
Wn, that any Man can ſee him at his Return from a long 
Wd hazardous Voyage, forced into new Labours without 
Wc [ntermifſion of a ſingle Day, and without the Sight of 
Wis Family, for whom he had been labouring. Yet ſuck 
WW: frequently the Fate of Britiſh Sailors, and even this 
Wight be, perhaps, forgiven by themſelves, if it was the 
Wit Reſource of a diſtreſſed People, the Effect of inevi- 
de and invincible Neceflity. But when it is added to 
Wi: Account of theſe Hardſhips, that they are often the 
nuſements of Power and Arts of an Adminiſtration to de- 
Te their Country, ſurely nothing can be more juſtly hateful 

ud execrable. 

What is intended by the Bill now propoſed, but to in- 
if thoſe Hardſhips by Law which are practiſed, at leaſt, 
acer the Pretence of extmmordinary Emergencies ? What 

de the immediate Conſequence of it, but the Slavery 

{thoſe who moſt contribute to Freedom? And what can 

expect farther from it but that one Encroachment on 

Very will make way for another? 

That our Fleets are uſeleſs without Men, and that from 

WJ” Fleets only we can expect Succeſs in the preſent War, 

not require to be proved; nor will it be deny'd that 

Wt preſent War is of high Importance. But Succeſs 
fn the moſt formidable Enemy, may be purchaſed too 

WW. There are, whatever may be the Hon. Gentleman's 

ion, many Evils which Victory itſelf cannot counter- 

co”. The Loſs of Fleets, of Armies, Jof Dominions, are 

%dreadful, than the Loſs of Liberty. 

Vor. VI. Nn But 


Anno 13, Geo. 
IL 1739. 


9 


ber of this Houſe to which I ſhould not agree, if I ve | 
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© But that this War may be ſucceſsfully. proſecut 
that the Nation may not ſuffer by unſucceſsful Hoſtilit 
after a ſhameful Peace, that the Flag of Great-Britain ma 
recover its Honour, and her Arms be more ſucceſsful tha 
her Politics, it ſeems neceſſary to form ſome Scheme { 
reconciling our Seamen to the public Service; but ſurel 
they deſerve ſo much Regard from us, that all gentle M 
thods ſhould be tried, with which I for my Part { 
readily concur, but I ſhall oppoſe every thing as a Me 


myſelf a Sailor. | 
Sir Robert Walpole. 


S 1 R, > 

© It always portends well to the Succeſs of a Deliberati 
when the contending Parties agree upon the Reality of tl 
Grievance, and the Neceſſity of redreſſing it; becauſe be 
Parties, if they be ſincere, muſt in Conſequence of th 
Principles endeavour to find out ſome Means of ſupplyi 
the Deſects which they acknowledge. The Difficulty 
Manning our Ships of War, the Delays which that Dif 
culty produces, and the Diſappointments that are the Call 
ſequences of thoſe Delays, are neither denied nor extenuat 
The Neceſſity therefore of conſulting about the proper Me 
of raiſing Seamen with more Expedition, is already 
mitted. 

The Hardſhips of an Impreſs have been long d 
upon, and diſplay'd with all the Power of Eloquence. 
can it be affirmed that this Method of raiſing Seame 
either eligible or legal, - I am not about to anſwer the 
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jections againſt it, but I ſhall ſtrengthen them by one M nim k 
forcible, in my Opinion, than all the reſt : This Met s wil 
has been found ineffectual and inſufficient for the Attaini bered t. 
of its End. 3 War, 
With the Experience of former Reigns, or Wars Wpice of 
membered only in Books, I ſhall not weary your A Jalue, wi 
tion; it is too apparent, from our own Obſervation, NE to 
the moſt diligent Impreſs may be eluded, and our Ship ons. 
War lie inactive in Port, for Want of Men, while MAY Ho 
tudes, well acquainted with the Service of the Sea, lie Urantage 
perſed all over the Country, ready to appear and re uence 
their Occupation as ſoon as the Impreſs is intermitted, no Ger 
the Demands of the Government ſupplied. Wd, have 
Not many Months ago, the common Methods had oortanc. 
uſed, till not another Sailor was to be found: Their kn qued aga 
Places of Refuge were all ſearched, the River was Ci | 


an 


and no Stratagem left unpractiſed by which there waer, t0! 


(275) 


WW. ſuſpended and Protections were granted, This Alte- 
ion of Meaſures ſoon made it apparent, that there was no 
ont of Sailors in the Nation. They burſt out by Thou- 
ds from their Retreats, and entered into the Service of 
Traders with more than uſual Eagerneſs. No leſs than 
teen Thouſand received Protections from the Admiralty 
Wir the Service of Colliers and Coaſters only. Such is their 
W(blioacy to decline the public Service, and ſo much are 
: keople generally prejudiced in their Favour, that they 
jl always abſcond and will always be conceal'd, 
© ' But that this Practice is to the laſt Degree dangerous 
the Community muſt be univerſally confeſſed, and that 
ie naval Armaments of Great Britain become far leſs 
al to herſelf and leſs formidable to her Enemies, by the 
Jelays, with which they are always obſtructed, Delays, 
ich the Enemy who has no ſuch Difficulty to encoun- 
aan always improve to his Advantage, and which give 
V periority to thoſe Powers, which muſt otherwiſe be- 
me an eaſy Conqueſt, While we are publiſhing Proclama- 
ms, iſſuing Warrants for Impreſſes, and gleaning up our 
lors by ſingle Men, our Secrets are betray'd, our Deſigns 
ud our Enterprizes defeated. 
To what is it to be attributed that the naval Power of 
ance has been ſo ſuddenly increaſed ? We have more 
Wis of War, more Officers of Experience, and a far 
rater Extent of Commerce. What then can thus make 
en formidable at Sea, but the Facility with which 
u can equip their Fleets ? It is to ſmall Purpoſe to 
Wild new Veſſels, to caſt new Guns, and endeavour to 
im Europe with an Enumeration of our Fleets. Such 
kuſs will in a ſhort Time loſe their Effect, and be diſ- 
ered to be nothing more than empty Sounds, the Farce 
ar, aud the Menaces of Impotence. To aſſert the 
npice of the Sea, a Part of our Dominions of the greateſt 
"ave, we muſt not only have Ships but Sailors; Sailors 
By to obey our Call, and ruſh out on ſudden Expe- 
Wons, 
How much ſuch a Regulation would add to the natural 
| Urantages of our Situation and our Coaſts, how much our 
Wiluence would be increaſed, and our Power extended by 
w Gentleman in this Houſe can be ignorant; nor, in- 
, have any of the Opponents of this Bill denied the 
orance of the End propoſed by it. Thoſe that have 


lors to Reſtraints and Penalties, to which all other Britons 
Na 2 are 


ard againſt it with the greateſt Warmth have conſidered 
sean Invaſion of Liberty, an Attempt to ſubje& the 


aft Hope of gaining a ſingle Man. Then the Impreſs Anno, 13 Geo: 


II. 1739. 


UW 


A nno 13, Geo are Strangers, a Conſideration that has produced many p 


II. 1739. 


ſcarcely perceptible, except on particular Occafions, ſu 
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* | 
thetic Exclamations, and affecting Deſcriptions, many f | 
vere Inſinuations, and zealous Outcries, which may, perhapiM 
have ſome immediate Effect upon the Hearer, but ſoon ex 
porate and give way to Reaſon and to Juſtice, and, I thin 
it has not yet appeared that Reaſon or Juſtice are againſt 
Bill. | | 
« The melancholy Repreſentation that has been made 
the unhappy State of a regiſtered Seaman, owes every Ci 
cumſtance of Terror to the Suppoſition that the Powers p 
poſed by this Bill to be granted to the Admiralty, will 
1/!l-employed ; a Suppoſition, which the Conduct of tl 
Gentlemen entruſted with that Part of the Adminiſtratic 
has made, if not wholly improbable, at leaſt unneceſſa 
nor has it been proved that this new Authority is ſuch 
would bring with it any Temptation to abuſe it. 
Why any Man ſhould be exempt from Obligations 
ſerve his Country it will not be eaſy to ſhew ; and what e 
is required of Sailors by this Bill, than that they be reac 
to ſerve their Country when lawfully required? If they a 
laid under any particular Penalties upon Refuſal, it is on 
becauſe their Service is more frequently neceſſary, and up 
more important Occaſions, and their Hardſhips, if the! 
ſtraints propoſed in this Bill deſerve that Name, is a t: 
Acknowledgment of their Uſefulneſs, and an honorary D 
tinction of thoſe Men who contribute moſt to the Safety: 
Proſperity of Britain. | 
There is no Calumny that I lefs deſerve, and very fe 
that I would more carefully avoid, or more zealouſly confut 
than that of being an Enemy to the Sailors, that brave C 
of Men to whom we are indebted'for the Honours of War a 
the Ornaments of Peace, who equally enrich and def 
their Country, and merit equally our Regard as Soldiers, 
as Traders. Far, therefore, is it from my Inclination to es 
poſe them to any other Difficulties than thoſe that natural 
ariſe from their adventurous Profeſſion ; far be it frum me 
brand thoſe Men with Marks of Infamy, whoſe Indulil 
procures us with moſt of the Pleaſures of Life, and wh 


1 
1 
pl 
: 
8 


Ol 


Valour ſecures the Enjoyment of them, from being em n 
tered with Apprehenſions of foreign Power. _ dfer 
The Inconveniences that may enſue from this Act, M 
be balanced by ſome Advantages: The Powers now p uy 
poſed, may be exerciſed in ſuch a manner, as, to make ks ni 
Yoke, ſo much dreaded, hardly felt; when the Regulation: i: 
are once eſtadliſhed, and the Prejudices of Novelty are wg 
away, the Sailors will find the Alteration of their Condi th 
N 


(277 ) 
W:c:f0ns as are, even in their preſent State, already ſupplied Anno 13, Geo. 
 .xtraordinary and violent Methods. II 173g. 
Let it be however admitted, that, after this Bill ſhall be LY 
Wc, the Condition of a Seaman will be ſomewhat leſs 
| jvible than at 12 that he will be leſs Maſter of his 
WM. Ations, and more ſubjected to the Powers of the Go- 
ment than other Engliſhmen : I do not, even upon this 
Waceſſion, diſcover either the Injuſtice or Unreaſonableneſs 
ais Bill; I cannot think it unreaſonable that ſome Mea- 

e ſhould be taken for the Security of the Nation, for the 

cy of our Arms, and for the Honour of the Crown; 

WI think the Juſtice of that Maxim which declares the 

W:::rvation of the Public to be the ſtrongeſt Law, has never 
zen yet controverted. 

That ſome Expedient of this kind is now neceſſary for 
bene of the Public, and may ſoon become neceſſary 
iss Preſervation, is evident and unconteſted, but from 

n Cauſe this Neceſſity ariſes, has been made a Queſtion ; 

ns been imputed by an Honourable Gentleman to the 

W\zzligence of the Adminiſtration, and the long Delay of 

ing Marines, which he imagined might have ſupplied 
te Place of Sailors. But he forgets that there is no Effi- 

Wy in the Name of Marines that qualifies Men, raw and 
zexperienced, tho” raiſed under that Denomination, to act 
iz Readineſs and Dexterity in a Sea-Engagement ; Ma- 

Wes, unacqueinted with the Sea, will act but like mere 
ndmen, and the Nation that truſts her Honour and Secu- 

we ſach Warriours, is expoſed to Hazards, from which, 
vpe, Great Britain will always be ſecure. The Marines, 
ever Period he may aſſign as the proper Time for raiſ- 
# them, muſt have been yet Strangers to more than half 

Wir Diſcipline, however carefully inſtructed, or however 
Wributed among abler Seamen; and their Ignorance 
md have given our Enemies a Superiority, which their 
an Bravery, however exalted by themſelves, or their Poli- 

yy: however magnified by ſome of our own Country men, 

d never procure them. 

i ſeems more rational to allot the young and unſkilful 
=men to our trading Veſſels, which have fewer Dangers 
dear, and fewer Enemies to contend with. A Man, who 
w practiſed the Buſineſs of Navigation but a ſhort time, 

Wu) manage the Sails, and go before the Wind, when he 

Wy :othing to perplex his Thoughts and diſturb his Labour, 
gls nothing, however, to oppoſe, but the Winds and 
* Waves; but much greater Addreſs, much longer Prac- 

X 1; required to govern a Ship in a Day of Battle, where 
&trat:-gems of an Enemy are to be defeated, momentary 
Dangers 
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Anno 13, Geo Dangers to be avoided, and ſudden O 
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* ities to q | 
ſnatched, when the leaſt 1 or Omiffion, cannot 
repaired, and Skill as well as Courage muſt decide the Da 

« If we ſuppoſe, in oppoſition to Reaſon and 
ence, that the ſame Ability is neceſſary in the Service 
the Merchants as in that of the Crown : Ler it be con 
dered whether the Nation will ſuffer more by the Miſe: 
riage of Trading Veſſels, or of the Royal Fleet; whether 
is not better that Traffic ſhould be for a Time obftrute i 
than that our Fleeis, by which that Traffic is preſe =” 
ſhould be ruined or endangered ? 0 

« It is therefore evident that Sailors, and none but 84 
lors, are required to ſerve on board our Ships of War; al 
to procure a certain, conſtant, and ready Supply of Sailo 
is the ſole Intention of this Bill; an Intention of too mu 
Conſequence to admit of being impeded by an ill-timed RRP" 
gard for the Eaſe of particular Perſons, or a popular Aſſed 
tion of Tenderneſs for Liberty. | 

If Example were of any Weight, I could urge i 
Example of a Nation jealous of Liberty, and prudent 
the Tranſaction of Affairs, a Nation whoſe Succeſs is a ſu | 
cient Juſtification of their Maxims. The Dutch, wh pre: 
they are engaged in War, or upon Occaſion fit out a Flee ny 
are always careful that their Ships of War are well provi 
with Sailors, before their Merchants are at Liberty to adn 
any into their Service. That the Importance of Trade ono 
well underſtood by the Dutch was never doubted, but it: 
pears by this Practice, that they hold it more advantage" 
to proſper in War than in Commerce; their Embarg t 
are therefore laid without Relaxation, and without Diſtit 
tion, nor is a ſingle Veſſel diſmiſſed from their Harbours « 
their Armament is complete. 

This appears to me a ſufficient Proof, that Trade can 
ſuffer by a vigorous Proſecution of the War, at leaſt, aw” © ? 
muſt ſuffer in Proportion to the Duration of the War, thi 
Methods by which Victory and Peace will moſt ipeedily 
attained will probably injure it leaſt. ; u. 

« But if the Example of our Neighbours is not ſufficic eis 
to influence our Conduct, let us review the Procedure of « 
Country men in a Time which every Engliſhman 1s pre 
at the Remembrance of. In our late War with Fran 
that War which an Honourable Gentleman propoſed lat 
as the Model of our preſent Undertakings, among ot. © 
Expedients for promoting the Succeſs of the Britiſh Aral” 
an Act was paſſed relating to our Sailors, by which Wl 
Trading Veſſels were allowed no more than one able Sean 
and one Boy to 100 Tons, beſides the Maſter, 1 


0279) 
ter, nor did even this Allowance, ſparing as it may Anno 13, Geo. 
MP extend to Veſſels of more than 300 Fans M IL 1715 
Sach are the Reaſons, ſuch is the Juſtice of this Bill, 
A ſuch is the Conduct of our wiſeſt Neighbours, and ſuch 
yz been our own in our moſt happy Times, when our Polic 
oor Arms were equally the Terror of the World ; whe- 
. this Example ſhall be now followed muſt be left to the 
termination of the Houſe, only let me entreat thoſe Gen - 
nen that ſhall declare their Diſapprobation of the Bill 
before us, not to give way to foreign Reflections, inju- 
Wu Infinuations, or undeterminate Cenſures, and general 
uclamations; the Importance of the Queſtion demands a 
Wifecent Behaviour. It is now enquired, whether our Arms 
Wl! aſſert our Claim to an open and uninterrupted Naviga- 
n; whether our Trade ſhall be protected, our Flag ho- 
zured, and our Injuries redreſſed; whether our Menaces 
ul raiſe Terror or Contempt, and our Declaration of 
ſir, diſcover our Power to Europe or our Folly. It is 
wy enquired, whether our Fleet ſhall aſſert the Dominion 
i the Sea, or remain in our Ports for Want of Sailors? 
« Surely the moſt unprejudiced and ſerious Deliberation 
zreceſſary on this Occaſion, and, that every Gentleman in 
iis Houſe may have an Opportunity of conſidering it at lei- 
Wi: with the Attention which it mult be confeſſed to de- 
me; and form ſuch Schemes as may ſecure the Trade and 
Honour of the Nation, without any Invaſion of the Liberty 
{ particular Perſons; I willingly add my Voice to the 
Znourable Member's Propoſal, that the Bill be printed, 
al the ſecond Reading delayed to a proper Time. 


Samuel Sandys, Eſq; 


81 &, 


All that can be urged in favour of ſuch an Eſabliſhment, Samnel Sandys 
zi; propoſed by this Bill, has been produced by the Right Eq; 
zonourzble Gentleman; all the Force of Eloquence, and 
il the Dexterity of Argumentation have been employ'd 
this Occafion, and might perhaps have produc'd greater 
ts, had they not been deprav'd by ſome of the Arti- 
res of Sophittry, and Frauds of Miſrepreſentation ; for 
Wing is more certain than that the Number of Seamen 
hom Protectiors are reported to have been granted 
"magnified beyond the Truth. Sixteen thouſand Pro- 
Wi: might perhaps be granted, but not all of them to 
oss, the arbitrary Practices of the Officers, entruſted 
—_ deſpotic Authority by Warrants of Impreſs, has 
dude it neceſſary for others to procure Protections, for the 
amy of what no Man has a right of violating, their 
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dragg d out of our Trading Veſſels, but Paſſengers, Strang | 
to the Art of Navigation, have been hurried away with 
any Reſpe& to their Remonſtrances however reaſgnabi 
or Evidence however clear. Paſſengers, therefore, ha 
thought Protections neceſſary, and to Falenpers a third n; 
of thoſe Protections were probably given. 80 that | 
moſt plauſible part of the Argument is much weaken 
and indeed, the whole will ſoon fall before a ſtrict Exa; 
nation. bh 

With regard to ths Sailors, it is only urged in if 
Extenuation of the Hardſhips impoſed upon them ; that 
Power of the Admiralty may be exerted in ſuch a Manr 
as to be leſs grievous than is feared : But what makes t 
Difference between a Slave and a Freeman, except that f 
Happineſs of one is in his own Power, and that of if 
other in the Hand of his Maſter ? I hope every Bri 
will think himſelf miſerable whenever he may be u 
miſerable at the Choice of another, | 

With regard to the Neceſſities of the Public, if « 
Affairs require that part of the People ſhould be made Slay 
J do not fee how thoſe that have been entruſted with 
Adminiſtration can be cleared from the Charge of int 
ducing Slavery; and if one Claſs of Men muſt be facrific 
every Man will endeavour to exempt himſelf and his Po 
rity from that unhappy Number. 

This Bill will be particularly dreadful to thoſe 
that ply upon the Inland Rivers, Men very uſeful to 
Community, and beneficial to Trade, but who never Wi 
the Sea, and have the ſ4me Apprehenſions of it with ot 
Landmen ; theſe will ſoon be driven from their Cal 
by the Dread of ſuch coercive Laws, and put an End to 
the Advantages which navigable Waters produce to 
Nation.” 

The Bill was then ordered to be printed, agreeable 
Mr. Pulteney's Motion. | 

Ordered, that a new Writ be iſſued out for eleQir 
Knight of the Shire for the County of Lincoln, in 
room of Sir Thomas Saunderſon, now Earl of Scarboroc 

A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being put, 
an Account be laid before the Houle, of what Ships! 
been contracted for to be built in Merchants Yards, 
bought by the Commiſſioners of the Navy for His M 
ſty's Service, from Chriſtmas 1738 to Chriſtmas 1739, 
by what Authority; diſtinguiſhing the Prices of each 8 
and what has been, or is propoſed to be laid out upon 
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ended ; it paſſed in the Negative. ; 
The 7th. Agreed to che Report of Yeſterday's Reſolutions 


a the Sup 7. VIE. 


That 4000 J. be granted for the further ſettling and im- 
wring the Colony of ia m America, 

The g th. Ordered out a new Writ for electing a Knight of 
te Shire for the County of Oxford, in room of 
rot, Eſquire, deceas d. 

Alſo a new Writ for the Borough of Borealſton in the 
Wan:y of Devon, in room of Sir Francis Henry Drake, 
Whrt. deceas'd. | . 
Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for indemnifying 
krlons, who have omitted to qualify themſelves for Offices 
Wl Employments, within the Time limited by Law, and 
x allowing a further Time for that . 

lt was moved that an AR made in the 16th and 19th 
lar of the Reign of King Charles II. intitled, An AR for 
Wr7lating the Meaſures and Prices of Coals ; and alſo the 
rad Section of an Act made in the 7th and Sth Year 
{the Reign of K. William III. whereby the ſaid AR was 
pde perpetual, might be read; and the ſame being read 


Wording ly, 


4 dthe Lord Mayor, and Aldermeh of the City of London. 
de Juſtices of the Peace of the two Cities of London 


Wa Wecitminſter, and within the Liberties thereof, that 

ey do forthwith, and effeQually put the Law in Execu- 

m for regulating the Meaſures and Prices of Coals®, 

W 0:cered, That the Juſtices do ſez that the Scaven 

the Paſſages through the Streets free and open — 
Nuſances whatſoever, c. 


Ode J ſti | | 
For. VT. O 0 


Vie, This ua in the Time of the bard Froſl, ahh 
Bd from December 24h, 1739, to February 20th, 1739-40. 
den the Huckflers bad riſen Coals to 2 8. per Buſbel. The 

ner was frozen over for ſeveral Weeks, and Water was 

« ebiut the Streets, as Milk wſed to be, at 1d. per Firkia. 


hem, to fit them for the Service for which they are Anno 13, Geo. 


Reſolved, That 22,8807. 19 , 2 4. be granted for | 
kay ing the Charge of General and Staff Officers for 4740 ro Hef 

That 34,587 J. be granted for reduced Officers of His Oficers 
jeſty's Land Forces and Marines for 1740. - i 


deſolved, Nemine contradicente, That ſuch Gentlemen Vote relat 
this Houſe, who are of His Majeſty's moſt honourable to the Mea- 
Y Council, do humbly addreſs His Majeſty, that He {es and. 
Ade graciouſly pleaſed to cauſe Directions to be given Coats. 
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\ 


"4 ( 282 ) | 
Anno 12; Geo Weſtminſter, do give Order to the proper Officers to clez 
II 739. the Streets of all idle and diſorderly Perſons, who daily ir 
"VF feſt the ſame under Pretence of asking Charity, c. 
Read a ſecond time, a Bill to prevent Inconveniencie 
which may ariſe from naturalizing Perſons, who- ſhall no 
continue to reſide within His Majeſty's Dominions. 
FRO Ordered divers Perſons in Cuſtody: of the Setjeant ; 
5M Arms for counterfeiting Members Names, by franking « 
F Letters. SLES: ** | | 
The 11th. Mr. Comptroller reported His Majeſty's A 
ſwer to their Addreſs of Friday, that he would give D 
rections accordingly. 93 
Agreed to the Report of the Bill to explain and amer 
an Act iſt Queen Anne, for the eſfectual preventing tl 
Abuſes and Frauds employed in the working up the Woc 
len, Cotton, Iron, &. ManufaQures in this Kingdor 
with the Amendments ; and it was ordered to be engroſſed 
Read a firſt time a Bill to reſtrain and prevent the 
ceſſive Increaſe of Horce Races. 


A Meſſage The Houſe being in a Committe, and Mr. Fane in tl 
trom his Ma- Chair, Sir Robert Walpole acquainted the Committee, tl 
jeſty, relating he had a Meſſage to communicate; ſigned by his Maj 
techn, which having read in his Place, the Chairman received 


traordina * 
Expences. who read it in the following Terms. 


George Rex. * 


, 


T Ph 
His Majeſty, in further Proſecution of the juſt a 
«« neceſſary War in which he is engaged, having under 
«« Conſideration certain Meaſures which will occafion fo 
«« extraordinary Expences not comprehended in the E 


«« mate Jaid before this Houſe, hopes, from the known Wort 

« of his faithful Commons, that he ſhall be enabled to caries | 

« on the ſame in the moſt effectual manner.“ | ot 
Speeches The Meflage being thus read, a Member roſe and ſpoil 2 
thereon never as follows. | * by 
in Print be- * ' e 
fore. S 1 RB, lic 


II ſhall be the [aſt Perſon in this Houſe to oppoſe 
- juſt Demands of the Crown now, at a Time when his 
jeſty has, contrary to the declared Sentiments of thoſe v 
are ſuppoſed mofl to influence his Councils, ſo far hearket 
to the Voice of his injured Subjects as to enter into a Vn 
with the Power which ſo long inſulted and provoked ty: oy 
Nation. When I ſay this, Sir, I hope I need ſay no m ' 
to convince Gentlemen that my riſing . at preſent, ply: : ! 
reeds from no Deſign I have to embarraſs the Meaſures (8 
his Majeſty may have under his Conſideration; ma 
g ] 


(283) | | 
atirely unacquainted with the Nature of them, it is my Anno rz,Geo. 
Juty to preſume that they are for the Honour and Safety of II. 1739 · 
Great Britain. Far leſs, Sir, do I intend to throw in any | 
(bjetion to our agreeing to the Import of this Meſſage. 
Nay, if any Gentleman, Sir, ſhould be of Opinion that it 
zeither unjuſt or anſeaſonable, I would beg leave to oppoſe 
lim. | a 
I therefore riſe up, Sir, to ſhew my Readineſs to com - 
y with this Demand. I know how many unforeſeen Acci- 
ents and Exigencies may happen in the Courſe of a War 
ke this; I know how neceſſary it is to the Succeſs of it 
tat his Majeſty ſhould be ſupported both' with the Counte- 
unce and Purſes of his Subjects; and I know, Sir, how 
udily our not complying with the Demands of the Crown 
tthis Juncture, would be pleaded as an Excuſe for an inglo. 
Wis and unſucceſsful Management. Beſides, Sir, I have 
WH ncher Reaſon for our agreeing to this Demand, and that 
WI, becauſe I am willing to encourage Meaſures of this na- 
Wire, as it prevents the deſtructive Method which both 
bases have lately too much fallen into of Votes of Credit. 
beſe, Sir, tend to make the Miniflry Maſters of the 
Wires of this Nation; and every Vote of Credit, which we 
eto the Crown, is a temporary Suſpenſion of our own 
ver. When his Majeſty, Sir, ſends a Meſſage in this 
anner, he aſks for ſo much Money upon Account, and the 
WI inifter is to be charged with whatever is granted, which is 
ed ro a preciſe Sum. Therefore, Sir, when we comply 
aa Demand of this kind from the Crown, we know what 
t are doing; the Meaſures for which the Sum is granted 
u be laid before the Houſe ; the Houſe is Judge how far 
e Meaſures require ſuch a Sum, and the Miniſtry is an- 
rable for the Application. 
However, Sir, I am far from thinking, but that a Mi- 
er who has ſtudied a little Theology, may find means to 
e up his Accounts in ſuch a manner as to bubble the 
eic in a great Part of the Sum that is granted, and that 
0 be accounted for from the Diſburſements that have been 
eat the public Offices. Gentlemen may remember the 
el Steward in the Goſpel, who had waſted bis Maſter's 
, and when he was brought to Account, he goes to 
ef his Maſter's Debtors; How much, ſays he, do 
=” owe my Lord? A hundred Meaſures, Then write 
_ fifty. Now, Sir, I don't fee what is to binder, but 
. * Miniſter who is his Prince's and the Nation's Stew- 
may do the ſame thing. His Account for a Sum 
WT: granted for a particular Service is to be given into 
i Houſe ; he knows how much they are deficient, and 
| O o 2 how 
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Aren Geo how ill the Money has been applied. [Therefore he | 
” 1739- 1 Navy-Offce What have your Dia 
7 Twenty Thouſand Pounds. Then take your Bill and writ 
thirty. He goes to the ViRtualling-Office, What is the A 
mount of your Bill? Forty Thouſand Pounds. Then wri 
In ſhort, Sir, there is nothing more eaſy than for 
iniſter, who has as much Senſe and Cunning as this unj 
Steward had, to make up his Accounts fo as to put a ſixth, 
fifth, nay, a fourth Part of the Sum * upon Accor 
into his own Pocket. We all know, Sir, very well, five c 
fix Years ago, when ſome Navy-Accounts were examined i 
this Houſe, what Frauds appeared; how intricate eve 
Article was; what prodigious Trouble and Time it coſt th 
Houſe before we could underſtand them, and how incffe& 
all the Pains and Trouble we had been at was when ic can 
to a Vote. But, Sir, I don't intend that this ſhould dico ha 
rage Gentlemen from agreeing to this Demand, I only me 
tion it, that they may be upon their Guard as to the App 1 
cation of what we may grant, and that they may not ill 
ſurprized into an Approbation of Accounts, eſpecially as 1 
are now at ſo immenſe an Expence, before they are fu] 
canvaſſed. For my own Part, Sir, as I am by no mes 
againſt our complying with his Majeſty's Demand, I exx 
to be heard, if 1 deſire, as a Member of this Houſe, to 
ſatisfied as to the Application of the Money that is granted 
But tho” I have no Exception to the Demand itſelf, 
have very weighty, very ſtrong Exceptions, Sir, at the u 
ner in which it is brought into the Houſe. We are to coli 
fider, Sir, that we are but one Houſe of Parliament; ferv 
that there is another Houſe of higher Juriſdiction than th No 
A Houſe, Sir, that the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors has fix 
as the proper Barrier betwixt the aſpiring Privilege and nur 
croaching Prerogative. The Power of granting Mon 
indeed is what is now veſted in this Houſe; but, Sir, gi 
me leave to ſay, that it is a Power that the other Houſe ha 
never yet directly and explicitly given up. I don't ſpe 
this, Sir, as if I thought that we ought to regard any Clai 
they bave of that kind, but becauſe, as they don't cont | 
what we apprehend to be our Privilege, ſo we ought not in t. 
endeavour to deprive them of what is juſtly and indiſputa 
theits. We don't find, Sir, the Houſe of Lords driputi 
with us the Right which we have to be Judges of the! 
ney that is granted; we don't find them inſiſting upon th 
Right to judge of it as well as we; and therefore, Sir, 
ought not to think of depriving them of their Right to u 
of Meaſures. The preſent Meſſage, Sir, mentions M cor 
ſures, and demands Money for carrying on theſe * agb 


( 285 ) | | 
ſow, Sir, tho“ I think it was right to make us Judge of the Anne 13, O 
lone y, yet it would have been reaſonable that they ſhould II. 273 
e wade Judges of the Meaſures. This, Sir, is à Right 
Wt we have no Occaſion to be jealous of; for while we are 
(aas of the Money, we can always make ourſelves Judges 
ihe Meaſures; fince if we don't think the Meaſures for 
ich the Money is demanded of ſufficient Importance, ve 
at Lib either entirely to refuſe it, or to grant it very * 
Wwing!'y- Woe" 7 
| 1 it, Sir, but I perceive that of late 
n little Deference has been paid to that Houſe ; all Ap- 
Wications have been made to this, and we are even diſtin- 
Wiſhed, Sir, with having the firſt Miniſter one of our Num- 
„This Houſe therefore, Sir, has been the Channel 
Wir which molt of the national Liberality has flowed 3 and 
eve not, for theſe twenty Years paſt, ſuffered one Vote 
Wi any Conſequence to paſs contrary to the Sentiments of 
& Miniſtry, Now, Sir, tho' I am as jealous of the Rights 
Ws Privileges of this Houſe as any Man living, and tho' I 
ud part with every thing ſooner than be acceſlary to any 
Wis that might tend to diminiſh them, yet give me leave 
9. Sir, that the beſt and the ſureſt way to preſerve them 
Wb by ſuffering every Branch of the Legiſlature to have its 
Wh Influence in all public Occurrences, If a diſpropor- 
rie Weight of Power ſhould ever be thrown into our 
. Sir, it will be the firſt thing that will undo us. It is 
be proper 3 is preſerved in the ſeveral 
= 7 ton, that our Liberty alone can be 
lerved, 
Vo, Sir, give me leave to ſuppoſe that the other 
e ſhall find fault with this Meſſage becauſe it was nat 
amunicated to them; if that they ſhall ſay, the Commons 
t indeed to have been conſulted upon the Supplies that 
r neceſlary for the Meaſures his Majeſty has under his , 
W"ideration ; they have a Right to determine of the Ways 
e Means to raiſe theſe. Supplies; but ſurely it was our 
i abted Right to be made acquainted with the Meaſures 
celves. I fay, Sir, ſuppoſing the other Houſe ſhall rea- 
in this manner, and come to ſome violent Reſolutions 
n that Neglect; have not they, who have adviſed his 
ey ro this Step, a great deal to anſwer for to the 
Won, if, at this critical JunQure, any bad Con 
leniue? The Prudence indeed, which the other Houſe 
aways diſcovered, and their known Zeal for his Majeſty's 
icke Nation's Intereſt, will, I don't doubt, prevent them 
a coming to any Extremity ; but, as hinted before, Sir, 
WT ught, for our own ſakes, to fake Care that the —— 
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Anno 13, Geo Houſe has its proper Weight in all public 
IL 1739. Whether they have had it of late, Sir, I don't preſume 
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liberation 


determine; only I know that I have oſten been at a ye 
great Loſs to know when they were to fit, or if they we 
fitting at all. I have aſked, I believe, in one Day, of a 0 
zen People, Is the Houſe of Lords ſitting ?* We 'dor 
know, Do you know if they fat Yeſterday? No. I 
you know when they are to fit? No. In ſhort, Sir, Ice 
not learn till I ſtepped to their Door-keeper, and then 
might perhaps tell me, that they had ſome Cauſe to dett 
mine, or ſome Matter of Property, upon an Appeal, to f 
tle; but otherwiſe there was no more Talk of them 
there is of the Convocation. — 


=_ 


© Having ſaid thus mach, Sir, I can't help putting t 
Houſe in mind of the Practice of former Miniſtries, wh 8 
any unforeſeen Meaſure, not provided for, and not comp 


hended in the Eſtimates laid before this Houſe was ente 
into; the Sovereign then, Sir, came to the Houſe of Lo 
ſent to require the Attendance of the Commons, and it 
Speech from the Throne, informed the Parliament of 
Demand: And if the Meaſures for which it was to 
granted were of a ſecret nature, as in Time of War tb 
commonly are, the Parliament without any more to 
complied. The Houſe of Lords addreſſed the Crown, 
preſſing their Readineſs to ſupport his Majeſty in the M 
tures he ſhould undertake, and the Commons immedia 
ſet about finding Ways and Means for raiſing the Mo 
demanded. Another Method of proceeding, Sir, in {0 
Caſes as the preſent, was by ſending a ſeparate Meſſage 
both Houſes, of the ſame nature with that which the Ri 
Honourable Gentleman has communicated now. Eithe 
theſe Methods, Sir, would have been parliamentary ; b 
can by no means agree, that the Method in which this 
mand has been made is ſo. | 

The King, Sir, has been this Seſſion at the Houſe 
Lords; and it could not have coſt the Miniſtry a great 
of Trouble, had they adviſed his Majeſty, after he 
given his Aſſent to the Bills that were ready, to have 
quainted both Houſes from the Throne of the Import of 
Meſſage. This Method, Sir, would have been unexcept 
able ; it could have given Riſe to no Difference berwixt 
the two Houſes; a juſt Regard was had to each ; the Le 
would have judged of the Meaſures, and we of the Mor 
If his Majeſty had not thought proper to have comm! 
cated the Meaſures to them, I dare ſay, their known! 
dence and Zeal would have entirely relyed upon his Maze 
Wiſdom and Royal Cares. We, on the other hand, wo 
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like manner have been ſatisfied, and immediately ſettled Anno 13, Geo 
j proper Sum and manner of raiſing it. | IL 1739- 
How natural is it, Sir, for the Lords, when they meet, . 
our Bills of Supply, with a Sum greater than what is 
ain'd iv the Eſtimates given in, to be at a loſs for 
end this Sum was granted. Suppoſing, Sir, we grant, 

WW. Conſequence of this Meſlage, fifty, a hundred, two 
W.dred thouſand Pounds, when the Money-Bills are car- 
op to the Houſe of Lords, they immediately perceive 
chere is ſo much Money granted more than the 

Simates amount to; how ſhall they know Sir for what 
dis Money is granted? They can have no Direction 
be Body of the Bill.“ | | 
Ur. Scroop. 

8 1 * 7M | 
beg Pardon for interrupting the Honourable Gentle- Mr. Scroop. 
but I perceive he is ina Miſtake ; and I believe he will 

e ame when I inform him that there will be in the 
ie Supply a Clauſe of Appropriation for this very Sum, 
ich will ſet the Lords right, as to the Reaſons of 


to rng it.“ | 
8 ne Member then went on. 
$1 is 


lam oblig'd to the Honourable Gentleman; but that 
Ws 0ot at all invalidate what I was going to obſerve; I 
bir, how ſhall the Lords know for what Reaſon this 
ewas granted? By the Clauſe of Appropriation, ſays 
WF Honourable Gentleman. But, ſay they, are we to 
i: this Information from the Commons? Ought not 
o have had the Meaſures for which this Sum was 
ned communicated to us by the Crown ? Who made the 
nmons better Judges of his Majefty's Intentions of the 
e of Meaſures than we are? Have we not Reaſon 
link ourſelves neglected? or have we given his Majeſty 
Grounds to ſuſpect that we are not in our Zeal as 
id, and in our Affections as warm towards his Maje- 
| Service as the Commons can pretend to be? This, 
b naturally the manner, in which the Lords may 
n when they come to this appropriating Clauſe : 
there have been Times, Sir, when ſuch a Miſunder- 
ug as this may be, has been enough to defeat all the 
* on o Money-Bills, and greatly to clog the Service 

le Nation. 
| hope, Sir, Gentlemen will pardon me that 1 have 
en thus freely ; I have no Motion to trouble you with; 
; I have 
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Anno 13, Geo I have no ObjeQion to this Demand; but I it u 
I 76. Duty to put Gentlemen in Mind, that our aſſuming 
* accepting of extraordinary Power, in prejudice of the j 
Rights of the other Houſe, never can give us any 5. 
Security, nor do the Nation any real Service, It is e 
Buſineſs to take care that none of our valuable Pri 
ledges are wrefted from us; to take care that we rem 
independent and influenc'd ; and tho* our reduced 
depend on the other Houſe of Parliament, would be inde 
a deplorable Situation ; yet it is defirable when com 
with that of being directed and ſway'd by the Power of « 
own Number. For then Sir, all the extraordina Weig 
which we now boaſt of, would not be that of the mor 
but one Commoner; and if that one was immediate 
protected by and depending upon the Crown, i is, in 
main, the Power of the Crown that is ſwell'd; and ir 
| ſhort time the Crown muſt be Maiter« of the Privile; 
X of Parliaments, and conſequently of the Liberties and P 
perties of the People. x 
Sir Robert Walpole. 
| S 1 R, 

Sir Robert The Surprize I am under at what fell from the H 
Walpole. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, is, I own, not without a Mixt 
of Indignation. To hear a Member of a Britiſh Houſe 
Commons talk in the Strain he has done, is, to me, v 
extraordinary. It is no unuſual thing for this Aﬀemt 
and all other Bodies, to be jealous of an Abridgment 
their Powers; but it is unuſual for a Gentleman who ts 
as a Power in thoſe who are by the Conſtitution appoir 

the Guardians and ProteQors of thoſe Liberties. + 
« I muſt confeſs, Sir, that the Honourable Gentlema 
the opening of his Speech gave me a very agreeable © 
prize ; he owned the Expediency of the and ; he Gers tl 
plauded the manner, and approved of the Reaſonablene Har 
it; but I ſoon changed my Sentiments, Sir, when 1 h den 
what followed. This Demand, ſays he, tho' both rea Wb our p. 
able,regular and juſt, may be a Demand made by the M ons 
ſier to elt his own Pockets. How does he prove this, Rr. 
By the Example of the wnjuft Steward? But will Gen d di 
men fay, that the leaſt Paralel can be drawn ? Is any ame 
in the Kingdom, who is ever ſo little converſant in pe of 
Accounts, ignorant, that it is next to impoſſible for a Hm H 
fter to play the Game of the uvjuſt Steward ? Mult f Rrſon2 ge 
every Office which he has named have Vouchers for Wi. 1 
Accounts? Maſt not theſe Vouchers be brought to the n the 


ces where their Accounts are paſt? Are —— C & tha 
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miners > Ace there not Comptrolers, and Commiſſioners, Anno 13, Geo 
vhoſe Buſineſs it is to be a proper Check upon every Fraud II. 1739 
ither in the Accounts or their Vouchers; and muſt not 
rgular-atteſted Copies be tranſmitted and filed in the ſeveral 
(fices of the Revenue and Treaſury? Can Gentlemen 
hink, Sir, that the Influence of any Miniſter can be fo ex- 
enſive, as to prevail with ſo many Men of undoubted Ho- 
wur as the Officers muſt be compoſed of, to make them 
folate their Conſcience and endanger their Reputation, by 
xing ſubjected to the Tongue of every mercenary Fellow 
mois in the Secret, and who may inform againſt them; and 

neo, they may eaſily ſuppoſe, will make as little Scruple 
Wi betray them as to cheat the Public? Why, in the prelent 
lance, before a Miniſter could bribe the ſeveral. Officers 
Wh tics! which the Accounts muſt paſs, and the whole is laid 
ore the Houſe, he muſt be out of Pocket the whole Sum. 
WI that the Honourable Gentleman's Infinuations of this 
ind could proceed from no manner of Ground, but that he 
Wil at any rate have a Fling at the Minter. Even Scrip- 
Wie, Sir, muſt be preſſed into this Service; and when no 
moments can be drawn from our Conſtitution, Paralels 
Wilt be invented from our Religion. I fancy, Sir, were the 
baourable Gentleman himſelf a Miniſter, and a Member 
Wi this Houſe, that he would think it very unfair Play, 
Wild any one of the Oppoſition attack him in the fame 
unner; and, Sir, I think the Honourable Gentleman who 
Ws ſo many fine Qualities, and, I believe, no Averſion to 
Wing a Miniſter, ought, in common Prudence, not to be too 
a of this Method of Oppoſition, fince ſome Time here- 
er, others may improve upon that Scheme, which he him- 
has introduced, and turn it againſt himſelf. For my 
Wn Part, Sir, if ever I ſhall have the Honour of being in 
Wi: Oppoſition, I ſhall never either affect nor encourage in 
ers the manner that ſeems now fo much to prevail. 
Having ſaid thus much of that Part of the Honourable 
e etleman's Speech, Sir, which I conceived to be nothing 
or preſent Purpoſe, give me leave to make ſome Obſet- 
ons on that Part of it that has an Appearance of reaſon- 
The Honourable Gentleman is very angry that the 
as did not receive a Meſſage, or were not applied to at 
Wo: fame time with this Houſe. Sir, I have a very juſt 
ie of the Powers which the Conſtitution has veſted in a 
em Houſe of Lords, and a very great Value for the noble 
WW on2ces that now compoſe that auguſt Aſſembly. But, Sir, 
e lit in this Houſe, I ſhall ever oppoſe any Application 
im the Throne that may be made to that Houſe for Mo+ 
"that, Sir, I ſhall ever look upon as a Violation of the 
or, VI. 3 Rights 
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other Houſe, I ſhould be of the (ame Mind. Let the Hon 
Gentleman apply the Rule here which he himſelf laid down 
that the only way to preſerve the national Liberty, is to ſuſ 
fer every Branch of the Legiſlature to have its due Influency 
in all public Occurrences, Sir, if we ſhould once ſuffer th 
Lords to be aſſociated in our Right of granting Money, thi 
Branch of the Legiſlature would be a mere Cypher. Fo 
what are our Powers, Sir? We have a Right to impeach, (if 
adviſe the King, to have our Perſons exempted from Are. 
during the Seſſion of the Parliament; but what would a 
theſs Privileges amount to, or how ſoon might we be ftripp? 
of them, if we once parted with the ſole, the uncontroulab 
Power of granting Money. The Houſe. of Lords ha 
many Privileges, they enjoy many Rights, that are inhere 
to them as a Body, and unalienable to their Perſons, The 
are the ſupreme Court of Judicature; the higheſt Coune 
of the Nation; they have a Right to put a Negative upc 
our Proceedings; their Perſons are at all times ſacred, ar 
it is even in their Power to prevent our making a bad U 
of our Privilege of granting Money, by throwing out tt 
Bill, if they ſhall find that we have been more laviſh th: 
the Circumſtances of the Nation can admit of, And y 
Sir, not all this Power in a Houſe of Lords, great as it i 
can endanger the Ballance that poizes the Conſtitution, 
we ſhall fill aſſert our Right of granting Money. But ti 
Moment that we admit of this Power'being diſputed or tha 
with us, then the Ballance of the Conſtitution is enda 
gered, and the Properties of the People taken out of t 
Hands of. their natural Guardians. 4. 
I now come to conſider, Sir, whether an Applicati 
from his Majeſty in the preſent Caſe to the Houſe of Lore 
would not have been an Invaſion of our Rights to gr: 
Money. The Honourable Gentleman ſaid; and very right 
too, that the ſole Diſpoſal of the Money af tae Nati 
is what the Lords have never.explicitely giver up to t 
Commons; but, Sir, is not that very Circumſtance a nat 
tion to us how we admit that any Application, when Mong i:t po 
is to be granted, ſhould be made to another Body ? May wich i. 
not, Sir, by admitting of ſuch a Practice, confirm that da (ces the 
which, by the Honourable Gentleman's own Poſition, e Tur 
Lords have never given up? But, ſays he, they are ud llimate 
of Meaſures, as we are of the Sums to be granted for fbr us 
porting theſe Meaſures. Very well, Sir, and as this Ap e proj 
cation from the Crown was not for any Advice about Mt, bn 
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ſures, but purely for Money, which is to carry on ieaſu ey will 


that his Majeſty has not thought proper, and which, inde} mar 
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night be highly improperto communicate, could any of his Anno, 13 Geo; 
eye * have anſwered ſor it, had they adviſed 0 . 
their Sovereign to apply for that Money to the Lords in e 
Conjunction with the Commons. That, Sir, would not 

ure been applying to the Lords for their Approbation of 

Meaſures 3 for how can they approve of Meaſures which 

they know nothing of? It would have been applying to 

hem for Money, which we alone ought to grant. I could 

moſt reſt, Sir, upon this Iſſue; whether the Honourable 

Gentleman. himſelf, had he been a Miniſter, would have 

uriſed his Majeſty, when he came to the Houſe of Lords, 

p have addreſſed himfelf to the Parliament in the following 

Terms :- * My Lords and Gentlemen, I having under my 

(onfideration certain Meaſures which will occafian ſome 

atraordinary Expences, not comprehended in the Eſtimate 

Wl kid before one Houſe of Parliament, I hope, from your 

Wl known Zeal, that I ſhall be enabled to carry on the fame 

WT © the moſt effectual manner.“ How would ſuch a Speech 

hre ſounded in the Ears of the Commons? Here is a di- 

x Application to the Lords, as well as the Commons, for 

Money. And the Lords are at the ſame time called upon to 

mke good the Deficiencies of Eſtimates that never were 

before them. a 

this Meſſage, Sir, will require very little Conſideration 

WT" convince us, that it is indeed no other than a kind of a 

Wipplement to the Speech delivered the firſt Day of the 

ſon from the Throne. In that Speech, Sir, there is 

Ways a Paragraph which is addreſſed tingly to the Com- 

ons, acquainting us, that his Majeſty will order the Eſti- 

ves for the Service of the current Year to be laid before 

Wit Houſe, and recommending Unanimity and Diſpatch in 

ie Supplies. According to this Eltimate, Sir, we regulate 

WI Suns we raiſe, and never grant more than what is con- 

ined in theſe Eſtimates. The Houſe of Lords, on the 

Woitrary, never have any Eſtimate laid before them; and, 

WI icrefore, they cannot examine the Sums granted by the 

WT ilinates laid before them, as the Honourable Gentleman 

WJ: [poke laft inſinuated, they might inſiſt upon having, and 

WW iich is the peculiar Privilege of this Houſe. Then how 
Ws the Caſe ſtand, Sir? His Majeſty, in his Speech from 
| de Throne, acquainted us, that he would order the proper 


Ulimates for the Service of the current Year to be laid 
Wore us. A Service is undertaken of which no Eſtimate 
n properly be made, and he ſends to acquaint the Com- 
uus fingly, that he hopes, from their kyown Zeal, that 
WW will enable him to carry on the ſame in the moſt effec- 
manner. Now, Sir, by what I underſtand from the 
1 P p 2 Hon. 
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the Purport of this Meſſage ought either to have been con 
tained in the Speech itſelf, or deJivered'from the Thron 
when his Majeſty came to the Houſe of Lords, or commu 
'nicated by way of Meſſage to both Houſes. U 
I believe, Sir, I may venture to ſay that the Public 
ſufficiently apprized that the Meaſures his Majeſty mention 
he has under Conſideration, are for diſtreſſing the Enemy i 
America, by an Expedition, the Particularg” of which 
would be highly imprudent to communicate: But if an Eſti 
mate, Sir, had been made of the Expences which ever 
Branch of this Service requires, the Particulars muſt hay 
been known, not only to ourſelves, but our Enemies; an 
therefore they might have had Time and Opportunity t 
defeat the whole Expedition. Beſides, Sir, Gentlem 
can't fay, but that a great many particular Services require 
in this Expedition, have been reſolved upon ſince the By 
ginning of the Seſſion. From theſe Reaſons it appears, th: 
his Majeſty, or they who adviſe him, could not have lai 
this Eſtimate with the other Eſtimates before this Houle. 
© The other Expedient propoſed by the Honourable Ger 
tleman, I mean that of communicating it from the Throne v i: 
was equally impracticable conſiſtently with the Rights « 
this Houſe. I have already, Sir, conſidered how this PM ru 
ceeding would have looked, and, I think, I have prove 
that it would have been a direct Violation of our Rights pe 
a Houſe. I ſhall only add, Sir, to what I have already faid | 
that his Majeſty, in his Speech from the Throne, informe amin 
both Houſes, that the Services of the current Year would | 


various and extenſive, and inevitably attended with gre N 28 
Expences and ſome Inconveniencies. He was likewißß , 
pleaſed to inform us, that he intended the Enemy ſhould dtn 
diſtreſſed and annoyed in their moſt ſenſible Parts. Thi | mee 
Sir, was all that the other Houſe could expect; and if tho int, 
Services, by being ſo extenſive, call for a further Supply tha: cn 


what is comprehended in the Eftimate, to whom could! 
Majeſty ſo properly apply as to this Houſe? | 
The third Expedient, that at communicating this Meſſaꝗ mies 


in writing to both Houſes at the ſame. Time, would perhap ern. 
have been a more abſurd way of Proceeding than any of i Le 
other two; for it mult either have been in the ſame Wo Hou 
or in others. Had it been in the ſame, it was a die aber; 
Violation of our Rights. This, I believe, is what eh f. 
Honourable Gentleman himſelf will not diſpute ; and Si ndan 
I will give vp the Cauſe, if the Hononrable Gentleman, Id 
any of his Friends, can frame a'Mefſige in other Words OF: cpon 


anſwer the ſame Purpoſes. All that his Majeſty, Sir, — or 
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ge faid, by way of Meſſage to the other Houſe, was, Anno 13;Geo: 
Lords, I have certain Meaſures under my Conſideration II 173g. 
ich J hope will merit your Approbation. He could 
„ Sir, with any manner of Propriety, have mentioned a 
e Word to the other Houſe alone of Eſtimates of Sup- 
, and what this Meſſage contains beſides is nothing at 
' or at leaſt no more, than what he deliver'd from the 
one in the Beginning of the Seſſion. 
Wl - But, Sir, to put the Abſurdity of ſuppoſing, that the 
ids can have any Reaſon to be diſſatisfied with this Meſ- 
being addreſſed to us ſingly, beyond all Diſpute, I 
at put Gentlemen in Mind that it is the Prerogative, it is 
Duty of the Crown, without conſulting either Houſe of 
lament, to put in Execution ſach Meaſures as may 
it efetoally diſtreſs and annoy the Enemy. This Power, 
is lodg'd in the Crown in Time of War; it has never 
been diſputed by the moſt jealous Oppoſers of the 
rt; fo that, Sir, the Lords can have no ſhadow. for 
plaining, that his Majeſty has not beforehand fubmitted 
Meaſures to their Deliberation. If they complain, Sir, 
nult be becauſe his Majeſty has not aſked their Concur- 
ice in granting the Supplies that are neceſſary for car- 
ug on theſe Meaſures, a Practice, Sir, which, I hope, 
er will prevail in this Kingdom. 5 
The preſent, Sir, is a critical Time: The Eyes of all 
rope are fixed upon our Deliberations ; and, Sir, I am +. 
m to hear any thing thrown. in here to break that 
uminity, which is the Soul and the Life of Councils. 
tought to conſider, Sir, that in a numerons Aſſembly, 
th as this, Gentlemen cannot expect that every thing 
7 y, ſhould be long a Secret; and, Sir, if the Lords 
ud think, from what has been this Day ſaid, that they 
|| meet with a Party amongſt ourſelves ready to give up 
eint, that they have ſo Jong and ſo ineffeQually labour'd, 
can ſay what may be the Conſequences ? At Home, 
„am ſure the Conſtitution mult feel the worſt Effects 
m ſuch an Alteration, and nothing could give, Sir, our 
mies Abroad ſo much Joy, or our Friends ſo much 
vucern, 
'The Honourable Gentleman, Sir, ſaid ſomewhat about 
$ Houſe being reduced to depend upon one of their one 
aber; but as I cannot underitand what he meant, it is 
wh for me, Sir, to take notice that I know of no 
xndance which this Houſe has upon any Body. Gentle- 
„Ido not doubt, wou'd be very glad to ſee it depen- 
trpon themſelves ; but, I hope, we never ſhall know 
but a conſtitutional Dependency ; and that, I hope, 
we 
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Anno 13, Seo we ſhall always know. Mean Time, Sir, F chit 4 


Gentleman in my Life; and I will ſay fartherF Sir, t 
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thinking it an odd way of arguing, for Gentlemen, 
dne Breath, to cry out againſt the exceſſive Power of 

Houſe, and the next, to bewail its Dependeney-upon « 
Perſon, I ſhall add no. more, Sit, but to wiſh that Gen 
men would fo unanimouſly agree to this juſt and neceſj 
Demand of his Majeſty, as to leave ne room for the 
mies of the Nation to hope that this Houſe, or any My 
bers of it, wou'd wiſh, by an ill-tim'd Jealouſy, or Ft 
lity, to diſtreſs his Majeſty's Meaſares.” 


* Arthur Onſlow Eſq; 


S 18, SHER | 

«I think myſelf oblig'd to riſe up on this Occaſion, w 
ſomewhat has been thrown out that ſeems levelled ag 
the great and moſt important Right of this Houle, tha 
granting Money. It is a Right, Sir, that never ov 
to come into doubt; it is a Right which we cannot x 
with the fole Exerciſe of, without giving up our « 
Power, without betraying the Liberties of our Conſtituer 
In my Opinion, Sir, this Meſſage is drawn up with a 
Regard to that Right, and had it not come in this n 
ner, it would have been irregular; nay, I will go ſo f 
to ſay, Sir, that had another Houfe been apply'd to for 
Money, tho' I have the greateſt Regard for his Majel 
Service, tho? I have the greateſt Opinion of the Jaltice 
Neceſſity of this Demand, yet J, had not another Men 
of the Houſe ſeconded me, would have oppor'd it. 
I cannot fit down, Sir, without doing Juſtice to 
Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt fave one, 
declaring, that ever ſince I had the Henoor to fitin 
Houſe, or to know any thing of Gentlemen's Sentime 
I never knew any Gentleman more attach'd to the Rig 
and Privileges of this Houſe ; I always beard him u 
that Subject with as much Pleaſure as ever I heard 


I believe, no Gentleman has juſter Sentiments of our C 
ſtitution than that Gentleman has, or can defend it 
more Zeal and Abilities. If the Honourable Gentles 
therefore, threw out any thing upon this Head 
ſeem'd to glance at the fole Power, which I hope, 
Houſe ſhall aſſert of granting Money, it was only 
his Zeal, Jeſt the other Houſe might take Occaſion 
a ſeeming Neglect to raiſe Objections that might emba 


* Speaker of the Houſe, and Trefarer of the Nany. 
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Majeſty's Meaſures at this important Juncture. But Anno 13, Geo. 
2 Sir, ſrom the Experience we have always II. * 


1of the Moderation and Equity of that auguſt Aſſembly, \FTV 
ye have nothing of that kind to fear. 


Ordered, Nemine contralficente, That the faid Meſſage be 
erred to the Committee on the Supply. 

The 13th. Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for the 

xe effectual preventing the Abufes and Frauds of Perſons 
wloyed in the working up the Woollen, Linnen, Fuſtian, 

on, and Tron Manufactures of this Kingdom. Ordered 

0 the Lords, 

(tered, That an Account be laid before this Houſe, of 
kt Money has been applied from Michaelmas 1730, to 

Time, towards paying any Taxes on the Salaries of the 

pmiſhoners, and other Officers of the Admiralty, Navy, 

aury of the Navy, and Victualling Offices, out of what 
ad, and by what Authority, diſtinguiſhing each Office, 

{each Year. ; 
(ered, That an Account be laid before this Houſe of Imprefts Ac- 
kt Impreſts for the Contingencies of the Admiralty, count of Con- 
m, Treaſury of the Navy, and ViQualling-Offices are 1 * 
deared at the Navy- Office, with an Account of what = i — 
eftions have been given for clearing the ſame. edi in. 

The 14th. Read a firſt time, a Bill for further and more 

fuzlly preventing the wilful and malicious Deſtruction 

 (ollieries and Coal- Works. | | : 

lerced to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolutions on the 

ly, VIZ. 5 

leſolved, That 200, oool. be granted on Account, to- 

s enabling his Majeſty to proſecute, in the moſt effectual 

mer, the War in which he is engaged. 

That 64771, 13s. 1d. be granted for defraying ſeveral - 

ordinary Expences and Services incurred, 1739; and 

provided for by Parliament. 

leceivec a Petition from the Silk-Weavers, Throwſters, 

praying that the Duty upon China Raw-Silk, might be 

Keequal to the Duty upon all Italian Raw. Silk, and ſetting 

the many Advantages which would accrue to this 

dom thereby ®. 

teferred to a Committee of the whole Houſe. 

The 15th. Read a firſt time, a Bill for amending and 

icing the Laws relating to Rogues, Vagabonds, and 


| other 
' The preſent Duty on the Nalian Raw S:1k, is 15. 54. and 
nh of a Penny per great Round. And that on China 
Fu Silk, is 38 9d. and 45 of 100 Parts of 1d. per great 


Anno13, Geo. other idle and diſorderly Perſons, and for reducing 


IL 1739. 


200,-00 1. 


'as ſhall be abſent in Foreign Parts during the Sitting 


— Committee on Ways and Means, viz. Reſolved, Tha 
— the wards raiſing the Supply, his Majeſty be enabled to i 


Sinking Fund. and apply the further Sum of 200,000 J. out of the gro 


commonly called the Sinking Fund. | 


enable them to raiſe a further Sum of -Money tov 


repoſed in them. 


ſetting forth the Inſufficiency of the Laws in being, 
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the ſa 
into «one Act of Parliament; and alſo for amendin 
Laws for erecting, providing, and regulating Houſes of 
rection. r SER 
Read a ſecond time, the Bill te reſtrain and prevent 
exceſſive Increaſe of Horſe-Races. he 
. Ordered, That the Report from the Committee, y 
were appointed to conſider how far the Privilege of t 
Houſe ought to be allowed to ſuch Members of this He 


3 be recommitted ; on a Diviſion, Ayes 
The 183th. Received ſeveral Accounts from the Na 
Admiralty, and ViQualling Offices, of what Monies 
been paid away for the laſt ſeven Years. . 
Read a firſt Time a Bill for Naturalizing Amalie Sop 
de Wallmoden. > 
Agreed to the Report of laſt Friday's Reſolution i 


Produce of the Surpluſſes, Exceſſes, or Overplus Mo 


Ordered, That it be an Inſtruction to the Gentlen 
who are appointed to prepare and bring in a Bill upon 
Reſolution reported, upon the fith Inſtant, that they 
prepare a Clauſe or Clauſes to be inſerted in the ſaid i 
purſuant to this Reſolution. | 

Read a firſt Time a Bill for the more eaſy and effeꝗ 
Recovery of ſmall Debts. 

Read a firſt time a Bill to give further Powers to 
Commiſſioners for building Weſtminſter-Bridge, and 


finiſhing the ſaid Bridge; and to perform other T 


Ordered a new Writ to be iſſued out forileftin 
Member for the Borough of Devizes in Wilts, in the rc 
of Sir Joſeph Eyles Knight. =. 

Read a firſt time a Bill to explain and amend an AC 
Q. Anne, for ſecuring the Freedom of Parliaments, by 
further qualifying the Members to fit in the Houſe of C 
mons. 

Received a Petition from the Juſtices of Weſtmin 


ſertling the Prices of Coals, or preventing Combinat 
&c. N 


(29 

ing forth the Inſufficiency of the preſent Laws injbeing, for IL 1739- 
diving the Scavengers to Hons the Streets, — ja * 
ve no Power to remove the Nuſances and Obſtructions in 
he Street, and can proceed only by Indictment, which is 
ery dilatory and expenſive, and no Proviſion made for 
kfraying the Charges, &c, &c. And thereupon praying 
lief. 

Both Petitions were Ordered to lie upon the Table. 

The 19th. Read a firſt Time a Bill for granting to his 
ljeſty the Sum of One Million, Two hundred Thouſand 
ounds, out of the Sinking Fund, and the growing Produce 
hereof, | 
Read a firſt Time a Bill for the better Preſervation of the 
non and Trout Fiſheries within this Kingdom. 
Agreed to the Amendments made by the Lords to the 
Jil for Naturalizing ſuch Foreign Proteſtants, as are ſet- 
or ſhall ſettle in any of his Majeſty's Colonies in 
nerica. | 
gejected, (upon the ſecond reading) the Bill for Re- Bill for Re- 
Wiring all Seamen, Watermen, Fiſhermen, Lightermen, Siſtring Sea- 
*. Kc. without a Diviſion®. . | men rejected. 
Wy Reſolved, That this Houſe will, upon Monday Morning 
Wt, reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe” 
conſider of Heads of a Bill for the further and better 
couragement of Seamen to enter voluntarily into his 
jeſty's Service. | 
Read a ſecond Time the Bill for granting One Million 
38 Thouſand Pounds, out of the Sinking Fund. 

Motion was made, and the Queſtion being put, that e: 
ty Writ be iſſued out for tdb a „„ in — — 
preſent Parliament for the Borough of Saltaſh in Corn- having ac- 
in the room of Thomas Corbet, Eſq; who hath _ 2 
tevted a Salary of 200 l. per Annum as Secretary to the _ 
ut of Aſſiſtants for the Relief of poor Widows of Sea 
ers; It paſſed in the Negative, Ayes 132, Noes 223. 
A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being put, That And ona Mo- 
lmmittee be appointed to enquire what new Offices or tion for an 
es of Profit have been created or erected fince the 25th _ 2 what 
0Rober, in 1705; and alſo whether there are any ane ders 

, 705 3 any have been 

er Number of Commiſſioners made or conſtituted ſor erected ſinee 
Execution of ſuch reſpective Office: It paſſed in the Ne- 1705. 
de Ayes 154, Noes 169. | 
Vol. VI. 24 The 
' By that Bill, if a Seaman, &c. removed from a certain 
us „be ſhould be deem'd a Deſerter, and be puniſo'd ac- 

HL 


Received a Petition from the Juſtices of Weſtminſter, ſet- Anno 13, Geo. 


= . — 
r T]_U[M—__Tzx 5 T7. 
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Kang pe; Who The 21ſt. K. the Call of the Houſe b 
1739 adjoufned to this Da : 
AAN —_ then, The Aldrefs of the Houſe of Commons to hi 
late Majeſty, in the 3iſt of March 1715, that his aid 
Majeſty would be pleaſed ta direQ, that all Powers, Inſtruc 
tions, Memorials, Letters, and Papers, relating to the the 
Hate Negotiations of Peace and Commerce, and to the Cef 
ſation of Arms, might be laid before that Houſe, was read, 
As alſo, The Journal of the Houſe ofthe gth of Apr 
following, in relation to the Appointment of a Committe 
of Secreſy, to whom the ſaid Powers, Inſtructions, Meme 
rials, Letters, and Papers, then preſemed to the Houle, wer 
referred. 
And likewiſe, His late Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech-t 
both Houſes of Parliament, relating to the Concluſion « 
the War, and the Attempts to defeat the Proteſtant .Su 
ceſſion ; together with the Addreſs of the Houſe of Co 17; 
mons to his faid Majeſty thereupon, contained in rer 
Dea a Journal of that Houſe, of the 23d and 24th Days a! 
Motion for March 1714. after which ls Mir 
the Papers re- William Pulteney Eſq; fteod up and ſpoke, as follows: be pub 


lating to the ulit o 
Convention. Sin, DEI re allo! 
William Pu. Fond as moſt Kings are of arbitrary Power, it rer w. 


on, certain, the Sovereign of theſe Kingdoms is in a mo lame o 
happy and. ſecure Condition, than any abſolute Sovereif s., g 
upon Earth; becauſe, by our Conſtitution, and as long 


- 


in to 
it has its due Effect, neither the Diſcontents nor the R Ac 
ſentment of the People, can ever affect the Throne: WW. ni9. 
abſolute, as well as limited Monarchies, it is not only t u ſtric 


Duty, but the Buſineſs of the Sovereign to preſerve t red 
Affections and Efteem of his Subjects; becauſe upon til... _. 
alone his Security and Power mult neceſſarily depend. nen the 
know, Sir, that in abſolute Monarchies, ſupported | Ay do, 
Standing Armies, the Security and Power of the Sovere1g 7; 
depends upon the Army, not upon the People; bit, ature u 
ſuch Governments, the People are not properly Subject... diſol 
They are the mere Slaves of the Sovereign and his Arm kre betra 
and are in the ſame State with the Villani in our ant only 
Conflitution, wha were neither allowed to have Arms, ne Condy 
to know the Uſe of Arms. In ſach Governments the e Innoce 
| fore, the Gentlemen of the Army, and they alone, the 
properly to be called Subjects, and upon their Aſſectiq ; uke R 
and Eſteem, the Security and Power of the Sovereign t, f. 8 
depend; for when a Diſcontent among them becomes | Nereion, 
neral and violent, they mutiny, and ſuch Mutinies, as In thi 


may learn from the Hiſtories of all Ages, are * Sovere 
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tal to the Sovereign hs well as his Miniſters, without Anno rz, Geo- 
king any Diſtinction between the Innocent and Guilty, II. 23g. 
This is a Danger which an abſolute Sovereign muſt always 
le expoſed to, and the Misfortune is, that, as none but 
the Tools of Miniſters and Favourites are uſually allowell 
6 approach the Throne, the King knows nothing of the 
Diſcontents of his Subjects, till he hears of their having 
brown aſide their Allegiance. Then, both his Security 
ad Power muft depend upon the Sacceſs of his Arms; 
nd neither can be re-eſtabliſhed, but by the Death of a 
neat Number of his Subjects. | | 

From hence, Sir, ir is evident, chat the Sovereign of 
heſe Kingdoms muſt always be in greater Security than 
uy abſolute Monarch : By the Conſtitution of our Govern- 
nent, while it is preſerved entire, the King can do no 
wong, If any weak or wicked Meaſures are purſued, 
is Miniſters only are to bear the Blame. The King can 
wer ſuffer by ſuch Meaſures, either in his Perſon, or 
loyal Dignity, unleſs he ſets himſelf up as the Screen of 
lis Miniſters, and as a Buckler for defending them againſt 
te public Juſtice of the Nation, which he never can do 
lt our Conſtitution is preſerved. Whilſt our Parliaments 
re allowed to fit, and to be free and independent, they 
rer will allow their Sovereign to take upon himſelf the 
lame of his Miniſters, nor will they allow Diſcontents to 
yow general amongſt his Subjects. When Diſcontents 
yin to grow general, there muft have been ſome Fault 
athe Adminiſtration, or the People mult have been miſtaken 
ad miſled. IF the latter of theſe be the Caſe, an impartial 
 lirict Enquiry, by a free and independent Parliament, 
ul reftify the Miſtakes of the People, and direct their 
leſentment againſt thoſe that led them into an Error And 
nen the Ditcontents of the People proceed, as they gene- 
ly do, from any. real Weakneſs or Wickedneſs in the 
uminiſtration df our public Affairs, an Enquiry of this 
ature will point out to the People, the Miniſters that 
we diſobliged them, and to the Crown, the Servants that 
kve betrayed it. A free and independent Parliament will 
t only tell the King that the People are diſpleaſed with 
Conduct of his Miniſters, but it will diſtinguiſh between 
© Innocent and Guilty. The latter it will tear from be- 
td the Throne, where ſuch Miniſters always endeavour. 
take Refuge, and thus, by clearing the Throne of 
lt, it will reconcile the Hearts of the People to their 
nere1on, | 
In this, Sir, the ſuperior Happineſs and Security of 
Sovereign of theſe Kingdoms conſiſts, and from this 
Qq 2 we 
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Anno 13, Geo we may ſee the Duty that every Gentleman, 2s a Met Tra 


II. 1739. 


of this Houſe, owes to his King as well as his Country a 
When any Gentleman of this Houſe becomes 'ſenfible o ruſe, 
Complaints, Clamours, or Diſcontents among the People o te Pre 
that Part of the Kingdom he repreſents ; and that tho de P 
Complaints, Clamours, or Diſcontents, are growing general feat 


he is, in Duty to his. Sovereign, as well as his Countr pole, 
obliged to move for an Enquiry into that Part of the Con jo led 
duct of our Adminiſtration which occaſioned: them; an conte 
every Gentleman, who thinks there are any ſuch, is oblige do nc 
to join with him in the Motion, even tho' he ſhould thin will; 
that there is no real Ground for ſuch Complaint, ClamourWWſ* an: 
or Diſcontent ; becauſe, in Duty to our Sovereign, we a ned th 
obliged to inform him of every Diſcontent that ariſes i Diſc 


any Part of the Kingdom, and, in Duty to the People, x mifes r 
are obliged to give them Satisfaction; by puniſhing tl e are 
Guilty, if the Diſcontent ſhould, upon Enquiry, appear are, 
be well grounded; by convincing them of their Error, if four 
ſhould be found they have been deceived. This, Sir, is o ih th 
Duty. Upon the Performance of this Duty, the ſuperi n fron 
Security of the Sovereign of theſe Kingdoms depends, a rereign 
therefore every Gentleman of this Houſe will certain WW" abo 
perform his Duty in this reſpe&, unleſs he be more attach ey i 
to the Security of the King's Miniſter, than to the Securi tout F. 
of the King himſelf. In abſolute Monarchies the SovereighlW*!s in « 
can expect no ſuch Security, becauſe, no Man can, in ſu on, u 
Governments, come into any of the King's Councils, the pe 
ſuch as are recommended by the King's firſt Miniſter, if ey, 
King be weak enough to have ſuch a one; but as no G be of 


tleman, I hope, comes here by the Recommendation of , bec: 
Miniſter whatever, in this Houſe his Majeſty may always , when 
hope, depend upon an honeſt and fair Information, aigeme 

This being the Duty we owe both to our King a") wil 
Country, I mult defire, that every Gentleman would cop" by Se 
der, what is ſaid among the People, of our late Convent" they 
with Spain, and the Negotiations by which we were bro that 
into that diſhonourable and ridiculous Treaty. Is not ti For th 


Treaty condemned by every Man in the Nation that d eign, 
ſpeak his Mind? Did it not, as ſoon as it was publilbgF?'oyed, 
raiſe a moſt general Clamour in every Part of the Ki eating 
dom ? Theſe Diſcontents at preſent lie ſmothering un 
the Hopes of a ſucceſsful War, but they are far from be 
removed or extinguiſhed, The People are flill convinc 
that the Treaty was a moſt deſtructive and diſhonoura 
Meaſure : That the Honour of the Nation was negotis 
away, the juſt Claims of our plundered Merchants g. 
up, the South Sea Company abandoned, and the Freedom 


1 
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Trade and Navigation leſt in a moſt precarious Situation; Anno 13, Cee 
4 all for the ſake of furniſhing ſome Gentlemen with an II. 1739. 
cuſe, for not having made the proper Uſe of thoſe war- | 
te Preparations, which had been made at a great Expence 
the Nation. This, Sir, is the way of thinking amongſt 
eat Part of the People, and whilſt we think ſo, can we 
poſe, they will be ſatisfied, or that they will forgive thoſe 
jo led the Nation into ſuch deſtructive Meaſures? Theſe 
contents do not as yet, I hope, affect the Throne; but if 
do not take care to remove them, they may, they proba- 
will; and we can remove them no other way, but by a 
12 and impartial Enquiry into the Meaſures that occa- 
ned them. Whether thoſe Meaſures were wrong, whether 
Diſcontents af the People were well or ill grounded. 
gines nothing: It is ſufficient Cauſe for an Enquiry, that 
e are ſuch Diſcontents among the People; and that 
e are, I believe, no Gentleman will deny. If they are 
founded, we are bound, in Duty to our Country, to 
ni thoſe that occaſioned them, or at leaſt to remove 
n from our public Councils: We are, in Duty to our 
nereign, obliged to remove weak or wicked Counſellors - 
m about the Throne, and to ſhew the People that his 
hey is not to be blamed. If theſe Diſcontents are 
thout Foundation ; if there was no Weakneſs nor Wick- 
ves in our late peaceable Negotiations, nor in the Con- 
ation, which was the Iſſue of them, and which, I think, 
the perfect Picture of its Parent, we ſhall be able, by an 
quiry, to convigce the People of their Miſtake, which 
il be of great 1 to us in the Proſecution of the 
r becauſe the People will pay their Taxes with Plea- 
when they conſider that the public Money is under the 
anigement of thoſe who know how to apply it, and cer- 
ly will apply it, to the beſt Advantage; and our Armies, 
i by Sea and Land, will act with Courage and Alacrity, 
en they have a Confidence in the Wiſdom and Skill of 
de that conduct them. 
„For this Reaſon, Sir, if we have any Regard to our 
Rereign, or to the Succeſs of his Arms, which are now 
ployed, and will, I hope, be vigorouſly employed, in 
wicating the Honour and the Rights of the Nation, we 
pit to enquire into that Part, at leaſt, of our late Con- 
d, which relates to the Convention with Spain; and 
krefore, I fhail conclude with a Motion for having all 
t2apers relating to that Negotiation laid before the Houſe. 
ts Motion is founded upon a very famous Precedent, 
en hus been juſt read to you; and when thoſe Papers 
bed tore the Houſe, I ſhall then, in purſuance ＋ the 
me 


1, Geo ſame Precedent, move for having them reſerred ton K 
1739. mittee of Secreſy ; which, I think myſelf now obli 
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ive Notice of, in orden to obviate the ObjeCtion uſt 
— our addreſſing to have ſuch Papers laid * 
us. As the Enquiry I thus intend to move for, is foogd 
upon fo late a Precedent, and a Precedent tbo in which 
Honourable Gentleman near me had a very great Conce 
As he was ſo zealous for enquiring into our peaceable N 
tiations upon that Occafion, I hope he will tot be aga 
ſuch an Enquiry upon this; and really, if I were deen 
worthy of giving him any Advice, I ſhould adviſe hit 
be for having the Enquiry carried on in the moſt ſtriqt m 
ner, and by a Committee of Gentlemen who can be no 
ſuſpected of a Dependency upon, or a Parviality for any 
thoſe that were concerned in the negotiating of that Tre: 
He has often told us, that not only the Treaty itſelf, 
every Step towards concluding it, may be juſtified, 
ſhewn to have been the moſt wiſe and prudent Meaſure 
Nation could, at that Time, purſue ; and, upon ſuch Oc 
fions, he has always arrogated to himſelf the ſole Hot 
of that Meaſure, As to the Wiſdom and Prudence of 
Meaſure, he muſt be ſenſible that a great Part of the! 
tion differ in Opinion from him. He muſt know, that 
only the Treaty, but the Negotiations which ended in t 
Treaty, or rather in the War which was the natural Co 
quence of it, for the Treaty itſelf was rather the Beginni 
than the End of a Negotiation: I ſay, he muſt kid 
that both the Treaty and the previous Nepotiations we 
and are ſtill, condemned by a great Part of the Nation; 
therefore, if he was the ſole Author and Adviſer, in o 
to vindicate his Character, he muſt be for a ſtrict and 
partial Enquiry; becauſe this is the only way of refut 
the Objections made to his Conduct. bo 
But, Sir, as I always had, and have ſtill a bad Opit 
of the Treaty, as well as the previous Negotiations, | 
willing to ſuppoſe, the Honourable Gentleman was not 
ſole Author and Adviſer of either; and, by the Natur 
his Office, he could not be the Conductor: He went v8 7 
far out of his Province, if he had any thing more to Wl” Tri 
either with the Treaty or the Negotiations that precedeqne” 
than ſimply giving his Opinion, as one of his Majel we 
Cabinet Council; for, I hope, his Majeſty's Cabinet Code 
cil does not conſiſt ſolely in his Perſon ; and therefo 
think, it is is very much his Intereſt to have that A 
ſtrictly and impartially enquired into, in order to convey 
the World, that he had not near ſo great a Hand in it not co 
he is now generally ſuppoſed to have had. Thus, Su, 
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; Honourable Gentleman near me conſider the Conven- Anno 13, Geo. 
in what Light he will, let him conſider it as a good IK 173g. 
jig in which. he had\the Honour of being the chief Per- 3 
concerned ;. let him conſider it as a bad Thing in which 
ad no more Concern. than what belonged to him, it is 
lutereſl ta have the Affair enquired into; and, confider- 
the general Reproach it has occaſioned, I have ſhewn that 
bis Duty ; ſo that I cannot but expect his Concurrence 
he Motion I: am to make. I can conceive no Reaſon for 
being againſt it, unleſs be be not only conſcious that the 
vention was a very wicked Treaty, bur alſo that he 
; contrary: to the Natura of his Office, and inconſiſtently 
u the Conſtitution of aur Government, the chief Con- 
for, as well as the ſole Adyiſer of it. Wd 
hope, Sir, the Houſe will pardon me, for talaing up- 
Time with ſhewing ſo particularly my Reaſons Why 
Honourable Gentleman near me ſhould concur with me 
e Motion I am to make. My Reaſon for doing ſo may 
Bally gueſſed at; and, as for the other Gentlemen now in 
; Houle, who may have had ſome Share in thoſe Nego- 
jons; or in adviſing that Treaty, if there are any ſuch, 
n ſure they ought, for the ſake of their own Characters, 
romote an Enquiry into that Affair, if they really think 
jill bear being examined. As for my on Part, I ſhall: - 
y own, that, in my Opinion, both the Treaty itſelf; and 
Negotiations that preceded it, deſerve to be, and, I be- 
x, upon a ſtrict Examination, will be as explicitly con- 
ied by Parliament, as they have already been by the 
ion, The Treaty of Utrecht, conſidering the Succeſs 
ur Arms, was a bad Treaty: Our firſt Negotiations- 
afterwards produced that Treaty, were ſcandalous and 
kncurable,. becauſs they were ſeparate and diſtinct from 
Allies in the War; but when: this Treaty, and theſe 
ptiations, are compared with our late Negotiations in 
„ and the Convention that was the Conſequence of 
b, if the Authors and Adviſers of the latter eſcape Pa. 
nent, the Authors and Adviſers of the former deſerve: 
Thanks, Therefore, if the Weakneſs or Wickedneſs 
Juy Treaty or Negotiation, can be a Reaſon for a parlia» 
uy Enquiry, we have more Reaſon to enquire into our 
Convention and Negotiations with Spain, than we had. 
Uuire into the Treaty of Utrecht. The latter was very 
tom having raiſed a general Diſcontent : It was, it is 
condemned by moſt of the Men of ſuperior Know- 
and Senſe in the Nation, but it was approved. by ſuch 
mot conſider the remote Conſequences of Things; and, 
include the Populace, I may ſay, it was approved by a 
| Majority 
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the Imputation of being the Authors of a War, they 
againſt condemning the Treaty in Parliament, tho" t 


with Spain was not, I am convinced, approved by any Ma 


* . ans: 
Majority of the Nation. Whereas our late Conventic 


of Senſe in the Nation, except thoſe only who were pover 
ed by private and ſelfiſh Motives of their own; and + 
Diſhonour and Diſadvantage of it were ſo apparent, that 
was exclaimed againſt by all Ranks and Degrees of Men: 
I hope, Sir, it will not be urged againſt my Motic 
that the Convention was approved of by Parliament ; þ can 
ſuppoſe it had been approved of in the moſt plain 
expreſs Terms in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament; it c 
be no Argument againſt enquiring into it, or .condemni 
it in this. The Treaty of Utrecht had been approy 
of in the moſt .expreſs Terms by the very next x 
ceeding Seſſion of Parliament, and yet, we find, it u 
enquired into, and not only expreſly condemned; but e Du 
Authors and Adviſers of it puniſhed, in what I may prove 
perly call the very next enſuing Seſſion. But the Ct 
vention was ſo far from being expreſly approved in 1 
Seſſion, that it was with great Difficulty, and by a ſu 
Majority, it met with any Sort of Approbation. Nay 
am convinced, if the Argument had then reſted upon 
ſingle Merits of the Treaty, it would have met with 
expreſs Condemnation. But as Peace is a deſirable Thi 
and as Gentlemen were afraid, that by condemnin 
Convention they would prevent the Concluſion of t 
Treaty of Peace they were made to hope for, and mi 
thereby involve the Nation in a War, therefore, to ay 


could not but condemn in it in their Hearts. Thi 
verily believe, was the way of thinking with many Gen he Fo 


men who voted for the Addreſs then propoſed ; and as th firſt 
Gentlemen are now free from ſuch Fears, as they may recht. 
conſider the Convention, and give their Sentiments. e nted 
freely, and upon its own Merits, I have Reaſon to h give I 
they will not only join with me in moving for the Pa ae, 
relating to it, but alſo in moving for having thoſe Pap | Pap 
referred to a Committee of Secreſy ; for if the Tra tain ar 


deſerved laſt Year to have been condemned upon its e 
Merits, it muſt now deſerve more to be fo, ſince it tir Rol 
failed of producing the only good Thing thoſe Ger 0 


could expect from it. Nay, ſuch Gentleman have 81 
think, more Reaſon than others to have the Treaty . Of al 
quired into, and either vindicated or condemned; decal Hou 
they were laſt Year induced, by falſe Hopes, and arrog porting 
Aſſurances, to give a Sort of Approbation to what r, and 


( 305) | 
een condemned by the Majority of the Nation, and what Anno 13, Geo! 
bey could not, in their own. Conſciences, directly approve, K 

But ſuppoſe, Six, there may be ſome Gentlemen in this a 
Houſe who did approve, and ſtill do approve of the Con- 
ration, as well as the Negotiations previous to it; and 
ippoſe, as. the Hon, Gentleman near me has often ſaid, 
tat both. may be fully juſtißed, ſurely no Man who thinks 
þ can be againſt our takirig the moſt proper Method for 
vinging the Nation into their Way of thinking. The 
):fre of bringing others into our Opinion is ſo natural to 
lankind, that no Man will refuſe doing it, when he has 
proper Opportunity for that Purpoſe ; and as the Diſ- 
patents of the Nation ſtill run very high againſt that 
ſreaty, and thoſe Negotiations, I have ſhewn that it is 
te Duty of every Member of this Houſe to endeavour to 
move them, by taking the maſt proper Method for ſhew- - 
ig the People their Miſtake, and that they have no Reaſon 
be diſſatisfied with either, Thus, if we approve of the 
vention, We- ought to enquire into it: If we do not 
prove of the Convention, we onght to enquire into it; 

| therefore, let Gentlemen pretend what they will, I 
mot ſuppoſe that my Motion will be oppoſed by any, 
t ſuch as are conſcious of the Weakneſs or Wickedneſs of 
it Meaſure, and are againſt its being enquired into by 
kliament, leſt they or their Friends, who had a Hand 

that Treaty, ſhould be thereby brought to ſuffer the 
uiſhment they deſerve ; but as the Number of ſuch 
atlemen is not, I hope, very great in this Houſe, there- 

, I think, I may make my Motion with ſome Confl- 
ace of Succeſd ; and that there may be no Objection made 
the Form of it, I have drawn it up in the very Words of 
e firſt Motion made for enquiring into the Treaty of 
recht. My Motion is, That an humble Addreſs ſhould be 

nted to his Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed 
vive Directions to the proper Officers to lay before the 
louſe, all the Powers, Inſtructions, Memorials, Letters, 
| Papers, relating to the Convention between Great 

* and Spain, concluded at the Pardo, Jan. 14, 1739. 


ir Robert Walpole. 
$1 n, | | 
of all the Duties incumbent upon us as Members of Sir, Robert 


| Houſe, there is not one more neceſſary than that of Wn 


Norting his Majeſty in the Proſecution of the preſent 
u, and avoiding every Thing that may interrupt him, 
y of thoſe employed by him, in that Proſecution. The 
bor. VI. 1 Gentle · 
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their Friends, muſt carefully review, for otherwiſe th 


(3066). 
Gentlemen that were concerned in adviſing and conducti 
our late Negotiations with Spain, or in concluding the la 
Convention, are not, I am very ſure, in the leaſt afraid 
a fair and impartial Enquiry into that whole Affair, or 
having all the Papers relating to it laid before this 
ſembly; but if ſuch an Enquiry were to be ſet on ſoot, th 
would have Reaſon to be afraid of an unfair and part 
Enquiry into their Conduct: I fay, Sir, they would, ha 
Reaſon to be afraid ; for tho' ſuch a Thing be imp 
bable, it muſt be allowed to be poſſible; and 4 bare Poflil 
lity is, in ſuch a Caſe, a ſufficient Ground of Fear. T 
muſt of courſe give them a good deal of Uneaſineſs, and x 
them to an infinite deal of Trouble, as we may moſt rat 
nally conclude, from the Loads of Papers we have. alte 
upon our Table, relating to thoſe 'FranſaQtians;”\ The 
and a great many more, the Gentlemen concerned, 


Enemies might, from ſome of the Papers, pick ObjeRic 
to their Conduct, which, without examining other Pape 
might appear feaſible and well grounded; from whet 
we muſt perceive, what an infinite Trouble the Gent 
men concerned in thoſe Tranſactions muſt be put to by ſt 
an Enquiry ; and this Trouble no Gentleman: can in Ju 
reſolve to put them to, unleſs he ſuſpects, at leaſt, th 
having been guilty of very great Enormities. 

« From this Conſideration, Sir, which will hold. good 
all Caſes as well as this, we ought to lay it down for a 
of our Conduct in this Houſg, never to ſubject any 
to the Trouble and Danger of an Enquiry, unleſs we thin 
we bave good Reaſon to ſuſpe& his having been guilty e of 


ſome very. great Weakneſs, or ſome real Crime, in d: \ 
Affair he had under his Management. This ought, in ty of 
Caſes, and at all Times, to be our Rule of Conduct auſe 1 
in the preſent Caſe, and at the preſent Time, we are ed 
than ordinary under an Obligation to follow it; bea e Nat 
we are now engaged in an expenſive War, and a Vide we 
which may become dangerous as well as expenſive ; rent 
becauſe ſome of thoſe Gentlemen that had a Hand in adviihſyui, if | 
or conducting our peaceable Negotiations, are now. ing a 
ployed by his Majeſty in adviſing or conducting the Me 
ſures proper to be taken for a vigorous Proſecution of Thi 


War: This every one knows to be our Caſe at preſent, tis! 
without Compliment, I think, I may ſay, theſe Gentle 

are the moſt proper to be employed ; becauſe they mult 
ſuppoſed to be the moſt ſenſibly touched with' the Shifts 


b , Rre, no 
Chicanes cf Spain, and the moſt thoroughly acquair 


; Vs and! 


with the Affairs and preſent Situation of that Nation: TAM Reat 
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molt Vigour, and their Knowledge will direct them how 
carry it on with the greateſt Succeſs. Therefore, of all 
lings, we ought, at preſent, to avoid entering upon an En- 
ziry into their paſt Conduct, unleſs we are fully convinced 
their having been guilty of ſome egregious Weakneſs or 
ſs Fault; and, if none but thoſe who think ſo will join 
th the Honourable Gentleman in his Motion, I believe, 
{will not meet with that Succeſs he ſeems to expect. 
« A popular Diſcentent or Clamour, when it becomes 
meral, and is entertained by Men of Senſe and Figure, as 
Il as by the Vulgar and Ignorant, is a Misfortune, I ſhall 
adily grant, Sir, which ought hever to be neglected by 
iis Houſe. This is what will never, I believe, admit of a 
Jipute amongſt us; but the Diſpute generally is, whether 
Diſcontent be general, and by what ſort of Peoople it is 
tertained ; and, in this, moſt Gentlemen without Doors 
their Judgment according to the Company they keep, 
the Place they chiefly reſide in ; but this, I am ſure, is 
i from being a right way of judging within. We are 
ere, Sir, the Repreſentatives of the whole Nation: We 
jr to judge, as the Majority of the Nation ought, and may 
x ſuppoſed to judge; and, as it is impoſſible for any one 


ry Man in the Nation, he muſt form to himſelf ſome 
er Method of judging, The only ſure Method he can, 
dis Purpoſe, lay down, is, to conſider the Affair in Queſ- 
, and to ſuppoſe that the Majority of the Nation, at leaft 
Majority of Men of Senſe or Figure, are upon the right 
Wie of the Queſtion. To apply this Rule to the Caſe in 
Wd: We are not to ſuppoſe, much leſs Judge, that the Ma- 
y of the Nation are diſſatisfied with the late Convention, 
Wrcuſe we find the Majority of thoſe we converſe with diſ- 
Wu:hed with it; nor are we to ſuppoſe, that the Majority of 
=: Nation are pleaſed with it, becauſe the Majority of 
Woe we converſe with, are ſo; but, we are to conſider the 
Wuovention itſelf, with all the Circumſtances attending it, 
if we are from thence convinced, that it was a good 
ung at the Time it was made, we ought to ſuppoſe, that 
Men of Figure and Senſe in the Kingdom approve of it. 
This is the only Method, Sir, by which, as Members 
dis Houſe, we ought to judge what are the Sentiments of 
e Majority of the Nation; and according to this Method, 
nat ſuppoſe, that the Majority of the Nation neither 
e, nor are diſſatisfied with the late Convention between 
- ls and Spain, becauſe, I think, they neither had, nor have 
_— Rcaſon to be ſo, His Majeſty was certainly in the 

Rr 2 right 
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lember of this Houſe to know the particular Sentiments of 


:ſentment will prompt them to carry on the War with the Anno, 13 Geo, 
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Anno 13, Geo. right to try all peaceable Methods for b 
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a public Calamity ; and the natural Inclinations of the! wh 
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bringing the "Court e 
Spain to hear Reaſon, before he reſolved on having Recourf 
to Arms: This was the repeated Advice of his Parliament 
and, his following this Advice, ſhewed his Regard to th 
Trade and Happineſs of his- Subjects. The Court of Spal 
had, for ſome Years, amuſed him with Promiſes, and wit 
Proteſtations that they were to ſettle all Diſputes in an am 
cable manner; and, the beſt way for putting theſe Pre 
tations to the Proof, was to bring them to ſome one Poin 
which muſt neeeſſarily be performed in a few Months. 
Point fixed an by his Majeſty for this Purpoſe was, the 
making good the Damages our Merchants bad ſuſtainet 
This they promiſed, by the Convention, to do in a 
ſhort time; and, if they had performed this Promiſe, 
would have been a good Pledge for their Sincerity in tl 
future Negotiation, If the Convention, Sir, had been a « 
finitive Treaty : If, by ſuch a Treaty, nothing had been « 
tained but a Reparation for paſt Damages, without any 
1 for future Security, I ſhall grant, it would h 
en a bad Treaty, But, as the Convention was defipnt 
only by way of preliminary, and as immediate Reparati 
for all paſt Dans was ſtipulated, in order to put the Si 
cerity of the Spaniſh Court to the Teſt, I muſt ſtill think 
was the wiſeſt and the beſt Method we could take, for voi 
ing the Imputation of involving ourſelves raſhly in Wi 
and, at the ſame time, for preventing its being in the Pox 
of the Court of Spain to amuſe us longer with empty f 
miſes or deceitful Proteſtations. | | 
This is the only true Light, Sir, in which the Cor ue it 
tion can be conſidered ; and, when I conſider it in this Lip 
I cannot ſuppoſe, that any impartial Man of Senſe in 
Kingdom ever did, or can now find fault with it, or wi 
the Negotiations that preceded it; and as I ſhall a do 
take the Scnſe of Parliament to be the Senſe of the Nati 
that is to ſay, of the Majority of thoſe whoſe Opinions We 
ought to regard, this Treaty, and all the previous Negot gi 
tions, having met with the Approbation of Parliament, 
muſt, from thence Iikewiſe, conclude that they were,'a 
ſill are approved by the Majority of thoſe that make 
ſort of Figure in their Country, The mere Populace, 1 Con 
deed, in all Countries, are fond of War, becauſe they e 
loſe nothing, and ſome of them generally make their Fe 
tunes by War; therefore, we ought not to wonder, if ti 
fnd fault with every Meaſure that is taken for avoiding 
War, which, tho” it be their Delight, muſt be allowed to 


pulace in this Kingdom, were rouzed and enflamed by « 


by any public 
heir Country; but, I hope, it will not be 
[ar ought to have been entered into, merely 
putting an End to ſuch Diſcontents. Beſides, even theſe 
contents cannot now be infiſted on as a good Foundation 
hr an 2 are really now at an end. His 
ujeſty's Declaration of War put a final End to them, as 
have often been told, even by thoſe that ſeem to patro- 
x: this Motion. An Enquiry, indeed, may, nay, I am 
minced, will revive them; becauſe it will be impoſlible to 
mince Men who judge ſo partially, and, I may ſay, ſelf- 
by, that any Meaſure for preventing the War was right, 
WT that the Adviſers and Conductors of ſuch Meafures ought 
t to be puniſhed ; and, as I cannot ſuppoſe, that this 
Worſe will puniſh Gentlemen who ſhall, upon an Enquiry, 
found, thro' the whole Tenor of their Conduct, to have 
la true Regard to the Intereſt of the Nation in general; 
nuſt conclude, that the Enquiry propoſed will, probably, 
A in reviving thoſe ill-grounded popular Clamours, with 
additional Misfortune that this Houſe will then ſhare in 
ſuppoſed Guilt of our Miniſters and Negotiators. 
Thus I have ſhewn, Sir, that a parliamentary Enquiry 
"© our late Negotiations with Spain, would be dangerous, 
nuſe it would, probably, revive the Diſcontents and Cla- 
urs, groundleſly, in my Opinion, raiſed againſt thoſe Ne- 
Nations: That ſuch an Enquiry would be prejudicial, be- 
e it would interrupt us in the Proſecution of the War; 
| that it ought neither to be infiſted on, nor agreed to, by 
but thoſe who are fully convinced, that the Gentlemen 
ere concerned in adviſing and carrying on thoſe Ne- 
ions, were guilty of great Failings and Enormities. 
[am none of theſe, after thanking the Honourable Gen- 
n for the Piece of Advice he was pleaſed ” — = 
Ynzgine, in particular to me, I maſt beg his Par 
Following his Council. If I were — only Perſon con- 
ned, I ſhould be very ready to take his Advice: I ſhould 
rady, and ſhall always be ready to ſubmit any Part of 
Conduct to a fair and impartial Enquiry ; bat, I cannot 
ſo free with the Conduct of other Gentlemen. I 
wt give my Conſent for ſubjecting them to the Trouble 
Danger of a parliamentary Trial, when I do not think 
is the leaſt Ground for ſuſpecting their having been 
of any Fault, and much leſs of any Crime. By. a * 
Tu] Trial, the moſt innocent Man muſt certainly be put 
at Trouble, and he muſt always be expoſed to the Dau- 
| | ger 


| 5 (Geer! 
Anno 13, Geo ger of Miſtakes, Miſapprehenſions, or Partialities, on il 
IL 1739- Part of thoſe that are to be his Judges: We have oſte 
heard of innocent Men's being condemned; and therefore 
I ſhall never think it juſt in me to give my Vote ſor expo 
ing a Man to that Danger, when J am fully convinced « 
his Innocence. [ 133.43 pat 
With regard to the Precedent upon which the Honot 
able Gentleman has been pleaſed to found his Motion, it ma 
be a Precedent as to the Forms of Proceeding, but it can | 
no Precedent as to the Merits of the Caſe. Will any Ge 
tleman fay, that becauſe we enquired into the Treaty 
Utrecht, therefore we ought to enquire into the late Co 
1 vention between Spain and Us? Is there any Parallel | 
tween the two Treaties? Is there any Parallel between th 
Circumſtances of this Nation, or the Circumſtances of 
rope, at theſe two Periods ? Is there any Parallel betwe 
the Perſons concerned in negotiating theſe two Treatie 
Can the Convention be ſuſpected of any ſuch latent Deſi 
as the Treaty of Utrecht was, ſtrongly, and with great Re 
ſon, ſuſpected of? I am really ſurprized, Sir, to hear t 
the Enquiry into the Treaty of Utrecht brought as a Pre 
dent, or an Authority, for what is now propoſed. . If ity 
mentioned as a Proof, that the Parliament bas a Right 
enquire into any Treaty or public Tranſaction, it was q 
needleſs to bring a Precedent or Proof for this Purpoſe, þ 
cauſe it is what no Man will now, thank God! deny, I 
if our having enquired into that Treaty was mentioned as 
Argument for our enquiring into this, it is, I think, one 
the moſt inconcluſive Arguments that was ever made uſe 
in any Debate, The Treaty of Utrecht was a moſt dil 
nourable Treaty, at the End of a moſt ſucceſsful War: I 
Convention was only a Preliminary, or an Attempt to f 
vent a dangerous War. At the Time of the Treaty. of 
trecht, the Circumſtances of Europe were in the moſt haf 
Situation for this Nation, and our Enemies were, in ſe 
meaſure, at our Mercy, if we had not entirely cobfour 
this happy State of our Affairs, by deſerting our Alli 
that critical Juncture: Whereas, at the Time of the 
Convention, the Circumſtances of Europe were in no 
happy Situation for us, and, I am ſure, it cannot be ſaid, t 
thoſe we might then reaſonably expect to be our Enem 
were in any meaſure at our Mercy. The Treaty of Utre 
was concerted, negatiated, and concluded, by thoſe who \ 
known, I may almoſt ſay, declared Enemies to the Pre 
tant Eſtabliſhment; and there was a violent Suſpicion, 
in the negociating of that Treaty, there was an under 
Plot for overturning that Eſtabliſhment, a 
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tender upon the Throne of theſe Kingdoms: Can it be Anno 1+, Cet 
zid, that ihe Jin Convention was negotiated by ſich Men? II. 8 | 
{nit be ſuſpected, that any ſuch Plot was carried on under LY WV 
te Cloak of that Negotiation ? Beſides theſe Differences in 
de two Treaties, and the Circumſtances that attend them, 
here was a very material Difference in the Approbation 
he two have met with. The Treaty of Utrecht was, it is 
ne, approved of by Parliament, but it was by a new Par- 
ament, and a Parliament generally compoſed of Men of a 
iferent Complexion, that it enquired into and condemned: 
Fhereas the Convention was approved of by this very Par- 
ment; and I cannot think, it would add much to the 
(edit or Dignity of Parliaments, to ſee a Treaty condemned 
ae Seſſion, which had been approved of in the very next 
xeceding Seſſion of the ſame Parliament. For my Part, I 
mot ſee how any Gentleman can, this Seſſion, vote for an 
nguiry into a Treaty, which laſt Seſſion he ſo far approved 
{, 25 to adviſe his Majeſty to proceed upon the Footing of 
at Treaty; for, I hope, no Gentleman will, after what I 
we faid, vote for enquiring into a Treaty which, he thinks, 
has no Reaſon to condemn ; and therefore, I am con- 
aced, no Gentleman will vote for this Motion, who agreed 
phe Addreſs, laſt Year, upon our taking the Treaty into 
r Conſideration. 
From what I have ſaid, Sir, I hope it is evident, the 
buiry into the Treaty of Utrecht can be no Precedent, 
Argument, for what is now propoſed. I have often, 
led, heard Precedents quoted in this Houſe, which, I 
ught, had very little Relation to the Caſe in hand; but I 

heard a Precedent quoted, which I thought leſs à pro- 
dan the preſent. The Enquiry into the Treaty of 
echt can no more be brought as a Precedent, or an Argu- 
, for enquiring into the late Convention, than it can be 
aht as a Precedent, or Argument, for our enquiring into 
grand Alliance; therefore, the Honourable Gentleman's 
Lon muſt reft entirely upon the Opinion we have of the 
atlemen concerned in adviſing or conducting our late 
wyotiations with Spain, and upon the Opinion we have of 
r Fitneſs of the preſent Time for ſetting on foot an En- 
ry into their Conduct. As I have a very good Opinion 
the Gentlemen concerned : As, I think, there is nothing 
urs, either from the Convention, or from the Papers 
iy before us, that can in the leaſt impeach their Con- 
and as, I think, this is not a fit Time for enquiring 
tif there did, I ſhall, therefore, be againſt the Motion, 
W_ | hope, every Gentleman that thinks as I do, will join 
ne in putting a Negative upon it.“ 

George 
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lately eſcaped, and that thoſe who drove ſo near to 


of a Tory, but upon a much better Principle than eith 


future, to our Senſe of the paſt. 


to be ſearched, as an indubitable Claim, that will not 


and would to God, Sir, we had gone no farther in 


or a Plan of Accommodation propoſed, or accepted, 


6 gt) 

George Lyttleton Eſq; [An eh en 
S 1 R, « ; zi 

I think it my Duty to be warmly for 1 : 

think it my Duty, not upon the Principles of a Whig, 


a Principle of Love to my Country, ſuperior” infinitely 
any Party- Names or Diſtinctions. But I am not in t 
leaſt furprized, that ſome Gentlemen ſhould be very i 
willing we ſhould look back to the Tranſactions that p 
ceded the War: TranſaQions, which, for the Honour 
the Nation, one ought to. wiſh might fink in Oblivion, 
while we are ſmarting with the Eds it was poſſible for 
not to remember the Cauſe ; and, indeed, I beli 
ſuch'a Retroſpect would be painful enough to us all; 
who can be eaſy, that conſiders from what a Precipice 


have the Reins ſtill in their Hands ? But unpleaſant as i 
to look back, it is the proper Bufineſs of Parliament: 1 
our Duty to look back, that we may know the better | 
to look forwards, that we may underſtand the full Meri 
our Miniſter's Services, and ſuit our ExpeQations of 


It has been ſaid, that this Treaty, we wou'd enquire i 
has been approved by this Parliament. Sir, 1 will be} 
to fay, it has been condemned in Effect by the King | 
ſelf, and by the whole Legiſlature, I will be bold to 
there is not one Word in his Majeſty's Declaration of Vi 
not one Word in any Reſolution, in any Addreſs, o 
any Act of Parliament for ſupporting the War, that is 
directly oppoſite to the Principle upon which the Con 
tion was built, upon which all our Meaſures, all our Ne 
tiations were founded, as long as the Genius of our 
niſters prevailed over the Spirit and Senſe of the 
Sir, the Principle of the War is to conſider our Right, 


mit of any Diſcuſſion: The Principle of all theſe Neg! 
tions, and of the Convention itſelf, was to conſider it 
Matter that required to be diſcuſſed, and to be reguii 


Courſe of thoſe able Negotiations: But it is a melar 
Truth, which can be proved from Papers now on 
Table, that for many Years together, there was hard 
Letter written by our Miniſters, a Demand made by tl 


did not evidently tend to weaken our own Right, 
ſtrengthen our Enemy's, by ſome. new miſtaken Concef 
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in their unwarrantable, groundleſs Pretenſions, Nay, ſo Anno t4;0e0. 
ite as in December 1737, we contended with our whole. II 125 
Strength; that the Regulations laid down in the Treaty of W | 
1667, with regard to ſearching in the Seas of Europe for 

contraband Goods, ſhould be deemed to extend to America, 

and obſerved there, in ſearching our Ships. What a Con- 

ütion had we been in, how groſly entrap'd by our own 

/toniſhing Ignorapge, if Spain had taken us at our Word, 2 
nd allowed the Demand ! With what Grace, after that, 

ould we have preſumed to talk of no Search ? But luckily 
br us, the Spaniſh Miniſter ſerved us a great deal better 

than our own':' He was ſo good to teach us, how to under- 

und our own Treaties ; and ſo, at laſt, we ſaw our Error, 

nd ſet the Diſpute on its proper Foundation. Are not 

teſe, Matters that deſerve to be look'd into a little more 

doſely ? Is not here, Buſineſs ſufficient to employ a ſecret 

lommittee ? | 

« Sir, is it enough for a Miniſtry to declare themſelves 

joneſt, and wiſe; and are we to take their Words for it, 
mainſt fuch. terrible Grounds of Suſpicion? Sir, I own my- 

af very unfit to judge for Gentlemen in an Adminiſtration z 

ut, if I could form any Judgment, how they ought to 

unduct themſelves, I ſhould think, the throwing out daily 

Jhances to find any Fault with them, and then denying 

il Means of Enquiry, muſt be very bad Policy; becauſe, 

tis ſo far from looking like Innocence, that it gives the 

tongeſt Suſpicion of Guilt. When K. Charles I. told the 

lmmons, (who were preparing Complaints againſt Buc- 

ingham) That he would not allow any of his Servants to 

*queſtioned in Parliament, he ſpoke the Language of deſ- 

wc Power, and ſuch as this Houſe would never endure. 

kt if, inftead of ſpeaking ſo openly, he had a little ſoftned 

ls Stile, confeſſed their Right to queſtion his Servants, but 

the ame Time denied them the Means: If Buckingham 

imſelf had challenged them to examine his Conduct, or 

be Conduct of thoſe who acted by his Inſtructions, and 

der his Orders; and then refuſed them the Sight of thoſe 

Uructions, and the regular Methods, according to the 

Lage of Parliament, of examining into thoſe Orders ; the 

pearance, indeed, would have been fairer, but the Pro- 

ding itſelf would have been equally dangerous, equally 

Wl to the 1 of this Houſe. | 

„sir, that Parliament would not have borne it; for it 

compoſed of ſuch Men, as had no Influence upon them, 

dabate the Spirit and Zeal with which they proceeded to 

ire into, and puniſh Mal-adminiſtration : Such Men, 

We their firit Meeting, before they would give one Penny 

Vor. VI. 8 f of 
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back to your Memory the Proceedings of a former Hot 


.  todeltroy, will certainly do us great Honour in the Opit 


Anno 13, Geo of Money, to ſupport the K 


and the Diſhonour brought upon the Nation. Theſe the 
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ing. io a War with Spair 
— 

e Deſire of Parliament, ax 


% 


which had been begun at th | 
pointed a Committee to conſider of ſecret Aﬀairs, and anothe 
Committee for Grievances, You will find them upon thei 
Journals : The Miſemployment of the public Treaſure 


reſolved 'to enquire into before they voted any Suppl 
without apprehending any. Reproach of Want of Zeal fi 
the King, or the War; but, that they might know the t 
State of the Nation, and carry on the War with mo 
Chearfulneſs, when Juſtice was done upon thoſe who h 
involved them in ſo many Difficulties. The fame p. 
liament declared, and it ſtands uncontraverted yet upc 
your Journals, That common Fame is a, good Grout 
« of proceeding for this Houſe, either by Enquiry, or, 
the Houſe find Cauſe, by Impeachment.“ According 
Queries were drawn up, to enquire into the Conduct 
Buckingham, which were afterwards turned into Articl 
of Impeachment againſt him, and the King, to fave | 
Minifter, had no other Way than diſſolving that Parliamer 
for the Art of ſoftning them by Corruption was not in « 
in thoſe Days. | | FIR 

« Sir, J hope, I have not miſpent your Time in calli 


of Commons, which deſerve, I think, the greateſt Reſp 
and are mentioned with Reverence by the moſt impa 
Hiftorians. How Hiſtory will mention ours, I wiſh, 
may think worth our Concern; but how the Nation u 
judge of them now, I am ſure, we ought to conſider. $ 
if a King has loſt the Eſteem and the Hearts of his Peop 
the Interpoſition of Parliament may awaken him to a Se 
of his Error, and by healing Counſels, reconcile, and lice; 
ſtore them again; but if Parliaments themſelves act ſo a 
loie their own Dignity, and, by Conſequence, the Eft 


and Love of the People, who ſhall then interpoſe, or w 1 
Mediator is left? It is ſuch an Evil as admits of no n of 
medy : It is the worſt Misfortune that can ever befal a en 
Government. Prey 


Jo have approved the Convention; to have rejeci ſhe 
Motion; to have rejected a Motion for laying before | Alſo 
liament, the Inſtructions of the Miniſter, who concluc 
and ſigned that Convention; and then to deny the Me The 
of examining into thoſe Negotiations, upon which S « 
grounds thoſe very Pretenſions, that we are fighting 


of thoſe, who are this Year to pay Four Millions for 
porting the War, What they will think of all this, WE 
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jt know but, I am apt to believe, they will never think Anno 13, Geo, 
bout it, without having it at the ſame Time in their II. 1739 
ſhoughts, that the ſame Houſe of Commons has three Y. 
ſimes rej the Place-Bill. 1 | 
After Hours Debate the Motion paſſed in the 
-yative; Ayes 196. Noes 247. | 
The 22d; Read a ſecond Time a Bill ſor better Preſerva- 
jon of Salmon and Trout Fiſheries. | 
Read a ſecond Time a Bill for Naturalizing Madam 
vallmoden. | | 8. 
The 25th. Read a firſt Time a Bill for puniſhing Mutiny 
id Deſertion, and for the better Payment of the Army 
| their Quarters. -—. | 
Read a third Time and paſſed the Bill for Naturalizing 
malie Sophie de Wallmoden. | 
Read a ſecond Time a Bill for the further and more ef- 
tually preventing the wilful and malicious Deſtruction of 
ullieries and Coal Works. 
Read a ſecond Time a Bill for amending and enforcing 
te Laws relating to Rogues, Vagabonds, and other idle 
d diſorderly Perſons, and for reducing the {ame into one 

d of Parliament. 5 
Read a ſecond Time a Bill for the more eaſy and effec- 

| Recovery of ſmall Debts. 2 

The 26th, Read a firſt Time a Bill for making more 
dual the Laws now in being, for diſabling Perſons from 

ing choſen Members of, or ——— voting in the Houle 199,04 l. 
Commons, who have any Penſion during Pleaſure, &c. granted or 
apreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolution on the _ — rg : 
ply, viz, Reſolved, That 199,704 J 8 5. 3d. be granted ” 1. 
the Ordinary of the Navy (including Half Pay to Sea A Motion 
licers) for 1740. relating to 
t was moved, and the Queſtion being put, That to apply — — " 

ds defraying the ordinary Charges of the Navy, or to Money — 
Head contain d in the ordinary Eftimate thereof, any rul d. 
n of public Money, exceeding the Sum granted by Par- 
ment for that purpoſe, is a Milapplication, and ought to 
prevented; ft paſſed in the Negative. | 
Ine 27th. Read a ſecond time the Mutiny-Bill. 
alſo a ſecond time the Bill to grant further Powers to the 
mmiſioners of Weltminſter-Bridge, &c. 
The 28th. Received his Majelly's Anſwer to their Ad- 
tl, that he would give Directions to the proper Officers 
ay before this Houſe an Eſtimate of what may be ne- 
ury for the Rebuildings and Repairs of his Majeſty's Ships 
X 1740, | 
lhe 2gth. Received the Report of the Committee appointed 
WT oquire what Laws are expired or near expiring, &c. 
| S1z Read 


II. 1739. 


Meſſage re 
lating to the 
Marriage of 
the Princeſs 


y. 


jeſty can make no Doubt, but that this Alliance wit 


Anno 11. ces Read a ſecond Time à Bil for making «mare fa 


an Ad 9 Q. Anne for ſecuring the Freedom of Paxli 


Table Hugh Hume Campbell Eſq; commonly called 
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the Laws now in being, for diſabling Perſous from beit 
choſen Members of, or fitting or voting in the Houſe 
Commons, who have any Penfion during. Hleaſurg . 

Read a ſecond Time a' Bill for explaining and amendi 


ments, by the farther qualifying the Members to: fit in t 
Houſe of Commons. r 4 nome 0 
In a grand Committee went thro' the Bilt-for puniſkir 
Mutiny and Deſertion. Sone 
March 3. The Houſe reſolved itſelf into à Committee, 
conſider of Heads for a Bill for the further and better E 
couragement of Seamen to enter voluntarily into his Ms 
ſy's Service. And Reſolved, that a Voluntary Repiſter 
Seamen will be of great Utility to this Kingdom. 
The 4th. In a grand Committee went thro" the Bill 
diſabling Perſons, who have any Penſion during Pleaſi 
&c. from ſitting or voting in the Houſe'of Commons. 
Agreed to the Report of the Mutiny-Bill, and ordered 
to be engroſſed. | ; t | 
Deferr'd going into a Committee on the Bill for 
better Preſervation of Salmon and Trout Fiſheries, till t 
Day fix Weeks. g | 1 & 
The 5th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill fog Diſabli 
Perſons from fitting or voting in the Houſe of Comme 
who have any Penſion during Pleaſure, &c, and ordered 
with the Amendments, to be engroſſeec. 
Ordered an humble Addreſs to his Majeſty ſor à Cop 
the Memorial and Petition of the Lord Mayor and Alc 
men of London, preſented to his Majeſty upon the O 
they received for ſettling the Price of Coals, &C. - 
The 6th. Ordered a new Writ to be iſſued out, 
electing a Member to ſerve in Parliament for the Tow 
Berwick upon Tweed, .in the room of the Right Ho 


Polwarth, now Earl of Marchmont, a Peer of G 
Britain. ; 

The Houſe received a Meſſage figned by his Maj 
fignifying, that his Majeſty having received Propoſals, 
a Marriage between the Princeſs Mary and Prince Fred 
of Heſſe, Son of Prince William, Landgrave of H 
Brother to the King of Sweden, has been pleaſed favour 
to accept and agree to the ſame, and has thought prox 
communicate his Intentions to this Houſe z and as his 


15 


conſiderable a Proteſtant Family, will be to the gen | 
Satisfaction of all his good Subjects, he promiſes hin 
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de Concurrence and Aſſiſtance of this Houſe, in enabling Anno 13, Geo: 
iim to give ſuch a. Portion to his Daughter, as may be II. 1739 
wtable to the Honour and Dignity of his Croun and N 
ihr. in e gu! zu ag at 
Relotved, Nemine Contradicente, That an humble Ad- vote there. 
hes be preſented to his Majeſty, to return him Thanks, for on. 
ommunicating the intended Marriage to this Houſe, and 
p aſſure his Majeſty that they will enter into the immediate Oy 
Confideration of this e Affair, in ſuch a Manner, as 
hall demonſtrate the l, Duty and Affection of this 
Youſe to his Majeſty, and a juſt Regard to the Honour and 
ignity of his Royal Family. | 
And the ſaid Meſſage was referred to the Committee, on 
je Supply. | | wr " 

— third Time, and paſſed the Bill for puniſhing 
lutiny and Deſertion, &c. "i | 
la a grand Committee went thro' che Bill to prevent the 

xceflive Increaſe of Horſe-Races, with ſeveral Amend- 

pents. 

The 7th. Received the Report of his Majeſty's Anſwer Kings Anſwer 
Wh their Addreſs of Thanks, for his moſt gracious Commu- 

cation of the intended Marriage, &c. via. Gentlemen, 

[give you my Thanks for this dutiful and affectionate Ad- 

dreſs, and look upon it as a further Inſtance of the Per- 

ſonal Regard you have ever ſhewn to Me and My Family.“ 

Reported the Bill to reſtrain and prevent the exceſſive 

creaſe of Horſe-Races, and ordered it to be engroſſed, 

1a Diviſion, Ayes 47, Noes 25, 

The 1oth. Agreed to the Report of the Bill for amen- 

ny and enforcing the Laws relating to Rogues, Vaga- 

ds, &c. with ſeyeral Amendments, and ordered it to be 

wroſſed., | 

agreed to the Report of laſt Friday's Reſolution, in a 40, o0¹ 
lmmittee on the Supply, viz. Reſolved, that the Sum of granted for 
my Thouſand Pounds be granted to his Majeſty for the her High- 
$:riage Portion of the Princeſs Mary, one of his Majeſty's __ + 4 
lughters, 152 

dead a firſt Time a Bill for remedy ing ſome Defects in 

AQ 43 of Q. Elizabeth for the Relief of the Poor; and 

one other Act 9 K. George I. for amending the Laws 

ating to the Settlement, Employment and Relief of the 

wr; and for making the ſaid Acts more effectual. 

Read a firſt Time a Bill to continue ſeveral Laws therein 

tettioned, for puniſhing ſuch Perſons as ſhall wilfully and 

Wiciouſly pull down or deſtroy Turnpikes for repairing 

Wiways, or Locks, erected by Authority of Parliament: 

'making Rivers navigable, &c. for preventing * 

an 


1 
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* 122 Geo and vexatious Arreſts ; and for better ſecuring the 


ſion-Bill 
ed. 


upon Proceedings before Juſtices of the Peace, &c. for't} 


being choſen Members of, or fitting or voting 


_ riage-Portion for the Princeſs Mary, | 
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Trade of bis Majeſty's Sub jects to and fromthe Eaf Tndies 
and for preventing their trading under foreign Commiſſions 
for limiting the Time for ſuing forth Writs of Certio#« 


better and more ſpeedy Execution of Proceſs within part 
cular Franchiſes or Liberties ; and for extending the Powe 
and Authorities of Juſtices of the Peace of "Counties, tout 
ing County-Rates, to the Juſtices as have Commiſſions « 
Peace within themſelves, _- ee 

Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill ſor making mo 
effectual the Laws now in being, for diſabling Perſons fro 
in the Ho 
of Commons, who have any Penſion during Pleaſure; or f 
any Number of Years, or any Offices held in Truſt for ther 

Paſſed alſo an engroſſed Bill to reſtrain and prevent t 
exceſſive Increaſe of Horſe Races, and for amending an A 
paſſed laſt Seſſion, for the more effectual preventing e 
five and deceitful Gaming. 3 

Paſſed alſo a Bill ſor the more effeQual improvi 
Navigation of the River Dun, in the County of York. 

Agreed to the Report of Yeſterday's Reſolutions on W. 
and Means, viz. Reſolved, that 21,0001. 18. 8d. be if 
and applied towards raifing the Supply, being the Rema 
der in the Exchequer of Money ariſing by Sale of Lands 
St. Chriſtophers. | 

The 12th. Read a firſt time, a Bill for providing a M 


Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for the further 
more effectually preventing the wilful and malicious Deſtr 0 an 
tion of Collieries and Coal- Works. TL | 

In a grand Committee, went thro” the Bill for granting 
his Majeſty 1, 200, oool. out of the Sinking, Fund, and 

rowing Produce thereof. 

The 13th. Read a ſecond time, the Bill for providin 
Marriage · Portion for the Princeſs Mary. 1 

Read a firſt time, a Bill to prevent colluſive Qualificati Maint 
of Perſons to vote as Freeholders at Elections. | 

Agreed to the Report of the Sinking - Fund Bill, and Went i 
dered it to be engroſſed. td an 
Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for amending flamen 
enforcing the Laws relating to Rogues, Vagabonds, 0 
other idle and diſorderly Perſons, and for reducing the The 16 
into one Act of Parliament. 40.00 

In a grand Committee went thro* the Bill for gran ed . 


further Powers to the Commiſſioners of Weſtminſter Bric ting , 


&c. 


6379) | x 

The W ag px time, —— — Anno 13, Gro 

erſons as wilfull Il down or, urnpikes, II. 1739. \ 
e. &c. &c. ü . 1.4 32 Te I ? WY 

ln a grand Committee went thro' the Bill for providing 

Marriage - Portion for the Princeſs Mary, with Amend- | 
ents, | N 2 

read a firſt time, a Bill for the Increaſe of Mariners 
amen to navigate Merchant-Ships, and other Trading- | 

ups or Veſſels. .. - te el 

The 15th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill for provid- 
a Marriage Portion for the Princeſs Mary. 

Read a ſecond Time a Bill for remedying ſome Defects 
in Act 43 of Queen Elizabeth, for Relief of the Poor, 
in one other Act 9 King George I. for amending the 
ws relating to the Settlement, Employment, and Relief 
the Poor, and for making them more effectual. 

Reſolved, That it be an Inſtruction to the ſaid Commit- 
„ that they receive a Clauſe to direct the Inhabitants of 
ry Townſhip, Village, or Place, who have been rated, | N 
| have paid towards the Relief of the Poor, the Year pre · | 
ing, to elect annually double the Number of Perſons . 
ſhall judge neceſſary to be appointed Overſeers af the 
or for ſuch Pariſh, &c. and to return their Names to the 
lices of the Peace, &c. to nominate and appoint one half 
the Perſons ſo returned to them, to ſerve as Overſeers of 
Poor for each Pariſh, &c. 

Agreed to the Report of the Bill for granting further 
wers to the Commiſſioners of Weſtminſter-Bridge. 
Received a Meſſuge from the Lords, that they had agreed 
n an Addreſs to his Majeſty; to which the Lords defire 
Concurrence of this Houle. 

The ſazd Addreſs was read, and with an Amendment 
ed to by the Houſe, Nemine Contradicente; and the 
nk therein was filled up with the Word Commons, Then 
aid Addreſs was ordered back to the Lords. And about 
| an Hour after, a Meſſage was ſent from the Lords to 
kaint this Houſe, that the Lords have agreed to the 
Amendment. | 
Vent into a grand Committee on the Bill to explain and Bill for ſecur- | 
td an AR 9 Queen Anne, for ſecuring the Freedom of 4. — 2 
flaments by the farther qualifying Members to fit in the — — f 
we of Commons. And dropt the fame fine Die. dropped. 

lhe 16th. Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for grant 

140,0001, Portion to the Princeſs Mary. . 

lead a ſecond time, a Bill for the better and more eaſy 


ang of Charity-Moeney upon Briefs. * 
e 
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Anno 15, cee Read a ſecond time, the Bill to prevent oslluffer Qual 


IL 1739+ 


Addreſs on 
the taking 
Porto-Bello. 


- that he would engage to take Porte Bello with fix Men of 


Ships or Veſſels, 
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cations. of Perſons to vote as Frecholders at Rlectione 
Then both Houſes went with the following Addreſs to } 
Majeſty, viz. * 1 men aids 1 y 
© "Moſt Gracious Sovereign, fe 
We your Majeſty's molt dutiful and loyal Subjects, t 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in Par. 
« ment aſſembled, do congratulate your Majeſty on 
«« glorious , Succeſs' of your Majeſty's Arms in the We 
« Indies, under the Command of Vice- Admiral Verne 
« by entering the Port, and taking the Town of Port 
« Bello, and demoliſhing and — all the Forts u 
«« Caftles belonging thereto, with fix Men'of War only 
This Enterprize, ſo wiſely concerted, and ſo brav 
conducted, cannot fail of giving the utmoſt Joy to all yt 
«© Majeſty's faithful Subjects, ſince it affords the moſt 
«« ſonable Hopes and Expectations, that, by the Blefling 
« God upon your Majeſty's Councils and Arms, it may 
attended with other important Advantages, and hig 
*« contribute to the obtaining real and eſfectual Securit 
*« thoſe juſt Rights of Navigation and Commerce, bele 
« ing to your Majeſty's Subjects, for the Preſervation 
« which your Majeſty entered into this neceſſary War.” 
To which his Majeſty. anſwered. | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | | 
I thank you for your dutiful Congratulations on 
«« Succeſs, which is ſo much for the Honour and Intere 
my Crown and Kingdoms. The Satisfaction you exp 
« in the Meaſures I have taken, is very agreeable to er 


The 14th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill to cont 
ſeveral Laws therein mentioned ; for puniſhing ſuch Pe 
as ſhall wilfully deſtroy Turnpikes, &c. &c. ; 

Read a ſecond time, the Bill for the Increafe of Mari 
and Seamen to navigate Merchant-Ships, and other Trac 


Read a firſt time, a Bill for qualifying Perſons aQin 
Truſtees for repairing the Highways, &c. Der 


* This Addreſi was ſent down by the Lords to the Com? 
without thoſe fix Words. And Mr. Pultenty moved for dradio 
inſiſted upon that Amendment, becauſe Admiral Vernon 4 dene 
clared, when he ſat in that Houſe in the preceding Parlia mt 


only. And that as he bad heen as yood as his Word, they 
not do him too much Honour, Oc. Aſter ſome Debate 
Amendment was agreed to, on a Diviſion, Aves 34» Nees 3 


| * * * " 
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leaſed to give the Royal Aſſent to 


Mar 1 
2240 for the more effectual ſecuring and encouraging 
te Trade of his Majeſty's Britiſh Subjects to __ &c. 
An Act for puniſhing Matiny and Deſertion, &c. 

An Act to explzin and aimcad an AR 1 of Queen Anne, 
br the more effectual preventing of Abuſes and Frauds of 
ſerſons employed in the working up the Woollen, Linnen, - 
futian, Cotton, and Tron Manuſactures of this Kingdom; 
jd for extending — faid Act to the Manufactures of Lea- 
der. | 

An AR to indemnify Perſons who have omitted to qua- 
Y themſelves for Offices and err within the 
ine limited by Law, &c, 

An Act for repairing Hockliffe Road. 

An Act for improving the Navigation of the River Dun. 
An AR for natufalizing' Amelia Sophie de Walmoden. 

An Act for naturallzing ſuch foreign. Proteſtants, &c. as 
je ſettled, or ſhall ſettle in. any of his Majeſty" s Colonies in 
merica. And to eight other Acts. 

The 2oth. In a grand Committee went thro' the Bill to 
event colluſive Qualifications of Perſons to vote as Free- 
ders at Elections, &c. with ſeveral Amendments. 


the ſeveral Offices of London and Middleſex, &. And 
eral of the ſaid Returns were read. And the ſtanding 
er of the Houſe, made the 31ſt of January, 1718. 
That all Protections and written Certificates of the Mem- 
ters of this Houle be declared void in Law, and be forth- 
vith withdrawn and called in, and that none be granted 
for the future; and that, if any ſhall be granted by any 
Member, ſuch Member ſhall make Satisfaction to the 
Party injured, and ſhall be liable to the Cenſure of — 
Houſe,” 

Ordered, Nemine Contradicente, That the ſaid ſanding 
ber be forthwith reprinted and publiſhed, &c, 

The 21ſt. Agreed to the Report of the Bill to prevent 
llufive Qualifications of Perſons to vote as Freeholders at 
lections, &c. 

Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill to continue ſeveral 
avs therein mentioned, &c. 

Mr. Alderman Willimott reported from the Committee 
the whole Houſe, who were appointed to conſider of 
FN. Te Methods, 


Mr. Speaker reported, that the Houſe had attended his Anno 13, Geo: 
lajeſty ia the Houſe of Peers; where his Majeſly was yy 


An Act for n a Marriage. Portion for the Princeſs Ron Ain 


The Houſe, according to Order, took into Conſideration Votes hating 
e Liſts of the Protections and written Certificates entered to Protections 
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Anno 12, Ceo Methods, for the better accommodating the Cities of Lond 
IL 1739. and Weſtminſter with Coals, the following Reſolution: v 
Reſolved, ane y by „i ene | 7 
That it appears to this Committee, that the high Dy 
of 3s. 4d. per cuſtomary Ton, to be paid to the Propriete 
of the Navigation of the River Dun, ſor Coals com 
down that River, in order to be ſhipped for Sea, has be 
one great Impediment to Coals coming down that Riy 
and the Cauſe of the Duties having produced nothing, 
A Motion for A Motion was made, and the Queſtion being — | 
a Lift of Crui- Commiſſioners for executing the Office of Lord High / 
zers over-ru'd miral of Great Britain, do lay before this Houſe, a Liſt 
ſuch of his Majeſty's Ships of War, as have been employed 
Cruiſers, for the Protection of the Trade of this Kingde * 
on this Side Cape Finiſterre, ſince the 1oth of July 
diſtinguiſhing the Time each Ship was ordered to rema 
and the Time ſuch Ship did actually remain on ſuch Cn 
together with the Reaſons of her returning to any Por 
this Kingdom: After ſome Debate, it paſſed in the N 
tive, on Diviſion, Ayes 97, Noes 145, /' __ 
| ; The Zach Read a third time, and the Bill tog 
8 farther Powers to the Commiſſioners for building Weſtm 
ſter Bridge, and to enable them to raiſe a further Sun 
Money towards finiſhing the ſaid Bridge, and to perfc 
other Truſts repoſed in them. SUIT 
Paſſed alſo the Bill for granting to his Majeſty, 1,200,00 
out of the Sinking-Fund, and the growing Produce there 
and for granting the Sum of 21,0001. remaining in 
Receipt of his Majeſty's Exchequer, ariſen by Sale of 
in the Ifland of St. Kits; and for the further appropri 
the Supplies granted in this Seffion of Parliament. 
Addreſs for a Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to 
proper Num- Majeſty, that he would be pleaſed to direct, that, over 
r of Crui- above the Ships of War, he ſhall think fit 10 emp wo 


; lers. . - againſt the Enemy, ſuch a Number of Ships may be rom 
Y pointed to cruiſe in proper Stations for the effectual Secu bent te 
? : and Protection of our Trade, as ſhall be conſiſtent with if his 
? Defence and Protection of his Majeſty's Dominions, and lil o 
. | ſafe convoy ing the Trading-Ships of this Nation to Ret 

from foreign Parts. folv 


| Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for more effet; 

preventing fraudulent Qualifications of Perſons to vote 

| Freeholders at Elections, &c. | 7 | | 
King's Anſwer Received the Report of his Majeſty's Anſwer to tt 
. Addreſs of Yeſterday, viz. “ All poſſible Care has k 

taken in carrying on the War againſt Spain in the 7 


«« proper and effectual manner, and at the ſame 2 : , 
0 3 


* Mn n 


l 3 
« teting the Trade 6f my Subjefts; and you may be ab Anno 1.00 
« ſured, that the fame Cate ſhall be continued.” M. 1739. 


The Amendments made by the Lords to the Bill for pro- \ 2 | 
biting Commerce with Spain, were taken into Conſidera- wich thel ange 
jon, ſome of which were agreed to, and others difagreed to. on the Bill for 
ind a Committee was appointed ta draw up Reaſons to ——— 

fred to the Lords, at a Conference, why ſome of the A- with Spain. 3 


zeadments were di to. 
In a grand Committee went hro' che Bill for the Inereaſe 
Mariners and Seamen, &c, with Amendments, * 
The 26th. Agreed to the Report of the Bill for the In- 
e and Seamen, and ordered it to be en- 
be 27th. Agreed to the Report of the pere Reſolu- 
jons in a Committee on Ways and Means relating to the 
f N of the Greenland and Whale-Fiſhery. And 
dered in a Bill accordingly. 
Read a third time, and paſſed the Bill for Incregs of 
Variners and Seamen, to navigate Merchant- -Ships, and 
der Trading-Ships or Veſſels. 
A Meſſage was ſent to the Lords to defire a Conference- 
* the Amendments made to the Bill for prohibiting 
mmerce with Spain, and their Lordſhips agreed to the 
e, and appointed To- morrow at two o'Clock. 
The 28th. Read a firſt time, a Bill for Relief of Deb- 
n, with reſpect to the Impriſonment of their Perſons, 
Mr. Walpole re that the Managers had been at the The Bill left 
linference with the Lords, and delivered the Reaſons for with the Lords 
agreeing to ſome of the Amendments made to the Bill 
ir prohibiting Commerce with Spain: And had left the 
lil! and Amendments with their Lordſhips. 
Received divers Accounts from the Commiſſioners for 
Inde and Plantations, in purſuance of two Addreſſes to his 
lajeſty on the 13th of June 1739, (concerning the Paper 
rency, and the Rates of Gold and Silver in America, 
m 1700 to this preſent Year) together with the Return 
iat to the ſaid Commiſſioners from the reſpective Governors 
if his Majeſty's Plantations thereupon, and — with a 
lib of the ſaid Returns. 
Reſolved, That this Houſe will, upon this Day Month, 
thlve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to con- 
der farther of the Bill for remedying ſome DefeRs in an 
Wt 4; Queen Elizabeth, and in one other AQ 9 King 
beorge I. for Relief of the Poor. 
| A Petition of divers Merchants, Exporters of the Wool- Merchants Pe. 


u and Britiſh- Manufactures and Fiſheries, &c. was read ; tition relating 
T t 2 ſetti — 
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(45 55 SR 5 
letting forth the * hich t 6 
. 13,0 —.— be rt 80. 5 and Bray in b 5 ga 
h nd the A 8 | 


ra A Motos — m 4; 45590 pa 
mo Petition: be referred t ke Con ratio a of a 
the whole Houſe, pe the Petitio . if they. Ak 1 

be heard by themiſelyps, &c. it ants 
a Diviſion, Ayes 95, Noes 166. "th -nce 
The 31ſt, Read a ETD ci ow the © 


of Aldermen to 713 a Price on ou 
Read a. firlt, time, a Bill for, ir Pardo fin 


Majeſty's Woods, in America, &c. 
conſider of an. Act . the laſt Seſſion, N _ Fo 4 ery 


April 1. The Houſe reſolved ans 


Duties upon Woollen and Bay- Van, imported from obe 

to England, nd for the more effectua] preventing the | The 

rtation of Wool from Great Britain and Ireland to foreig in 

; Par ts. Moved that the faid Act be repealed, which ati 
2 | Debate was rejected. utin 
Read a ſecond time, a Bill for better Prelervation of | ale. 

Majeſty's Woods in America, &c. Rece 


Read a ſecond time, and committed a Bill for © being f 
Act 2 of King George II. and an Act 3 King =_ e, t 
for Relief of Debtors, with reſpect tothe Tk i 
their, Perſons, into one Act, and ah of explaining'and er 
ing the ſaid Acts. FI 

Ordered, That the Committee have Powe 808 receive argit 
Clauſe or Clauſes for the Relief of ſuch Perſors ng. 77 1 0 

tors, who were actually beyond t he Seas on t hy 


nuary 1736, and who by unavoidable Accideat a eee 
prived of taking the Bengfit of an Act 10 King . 1 

for. Relief of inſolvent Be btors. dend. 

| Read a ſecond time, the Bill to empower the Lord N | 

and Aldermen, to ſet the Price upon all C —— Go 
into London. ung ( 
| Ina grand Committee went thro' the Baur lor. the bet r Lon 
and more eaſy collecting of Claricy: Money on'B Briefs, Lecei 


ordered the Report on the 11th Juſt nt; Waile A. Divi 0 01 
Ayes 46, Noes 21. Adjourned to the 10th 
Addreſs relat- , The 10th. Reſolved. "That an humble Ac 3 be p 
ing to the ſented to his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly. pleaſed 
American Cur- give DircQions, that there may be laid. before this Hou 
— Copies of the Inſtructions to the ſeveral Governors of The 1 
Britiſh Plantations in America, whereby they are direct de B 
to obſerve and put in Execution an Act 6 Queen Anne, | bor 
" aſcertaining the Rates of the foreign Coins in Americ ling 
and alſo relating to their not giving their Aſſent to any A 
of Aſſembly for ihe ftriking and iſſuing any Paper- _ 


e lt in Re of Money t 
gany Bill, or TI ade or. 
Kingd: . d. 


ſa a grand Sr wen theo! 8e bb 4 bes Pre. 


I 


ation of his Ma Woods i in America, and for the 
rr e 
ce, A a u Ships 
ploy'd i in, the eas Fiſh pie 4 

lgreed to te Report 6f the Bill for the more 1 


erm Ordered it it to 


The 14th. Agreed to the Report of the Bilt 15 better 
obe t N Majeſty” s Wood in America, &c. Ordered 
tobe engro 
The 15th. Paſſed the Bill for continuing 3 Laws - 
in mentioned relating to the Premiums upon the Im- 
ration of Malts, Yards and Bowl prits, Tar, &c. and for 
ating * further Bounty upon all Ships employed in the 
ſhale-F1 
Received Account of the Riſe and Progreſs of the Paper- 
Ils of Credit in South Carolina from 1700 to this preſent 
e, together with the Computed Value of Money of Great 
uin at the Times of creating and iſſuing the ſaine, &c, 
| ſeveral other Accounts relating thereto. _ 
Azreed to the Report of the Bill for confirming and 
ging the Powers granted to the Governors and Guar- 
of the Hoſpital for the Ter ey of expoſed and 
erted young Childre n, by his Majeſty's Charter, bearing 
ke the * of Gacber 1739, and to enable them to 
rute the good Parpoſes of the ſaid Charter, with the 
„ 
The 16th. Paſſed the Bill for enlerging the Powers no 
Governors of the Hoſpital for expoſed . K. deſe 
Jug — with the Amendments; and ordered it to 
rds 
Received five Petitions praying to be heard by them- 
or Counſel, againſt & Nat for ſettling the Prices of 
ls, and Leave given accordingly. 
lead a ſecond Pas a Bill“ for the public-regiſtring of 
eds, Conveyances, &c. and committed it, on a Divition, 
js 62, Noes 40. 
The 17th.. Agreed to the Amendments jnade by the Lords 
the Bill for enforcing the Laws relating to .the Rogues, 
bonds, and other idle and diſorderly Perſons, and for 
Icing the ſame into one AR of Parliament. 


Took into Conſideration the Amendments made by the 


* 
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Anno 13, Geo 
II. 1739. 
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and deſire a free Conference thereupon. 


Houſe ad- 
jaurned on a 
Diſguſt con- 
ceived againſt 
the Lords, 


concerning the Paper Currency in America. 


more eaſy b 3 Charity. Money on Briefs,” 'On 


„ Ts - with | in, EY 
Pen e e aku 
ered, that Mr. Secretary at War do 8⁰ to the Lon 

” O79 


The 18th. Read a third Time and paſſed the Hill for th 
Diviſion, Ayes 85, Noe 7. TOR 
In a Committee made a Progreſs on the Bill for ſettlit 
the Prices of Coals, and to proceed on Monday; ' Ayes | 
Now zs. a 
Tbe 21ſt. Read a ſecond Time a Bill to obviatk certz 
Doubts, how far Perſons acting under certain Charte 
from the Crown, or other Powers, are obliged to quali 
themſelves, by taking and ſubſcribing the ſeveral Oz 
and Teſts eſtabliſhed by the ſeveral Statutes now in fo 
for thoſe Purpoſes. _ c 
In a grand Committee, made a-Progreſs on the Bill 
publie-Fegiſtring of Deeds, Conveyances, &c. when it x 
moved that all ſuch Writings ſhould be regiſtred with 
Clerks of the Peace in each County, which paſſed in 
Negative, on a Diviſion, Ayes 91, Noes 122, to proce 
to-morrow, ,, — Ll iO Rs 
The 22d. The Managers went to hold a free Conferet 
with the Lords on the Bill for prohibiting Commerce w 
Spain, and having waited there three quarters of an ho 
and the Lords not coming to the ſaid free Conference, 
Managers thought it their Duty to may no longer. 
The Houſe thereupon adjourn'd itſelf-in ſome diſg 
without taking any- Notice. of the ' Orders of the 
which were accordingly dropt, but were revived the nex 
The 23d. The Managers went to a free Conference 
the Lords, and being returned, the ſame was reported to 
Houſe. 4 Mee ay 
The 24th. In'a Committee, took into Confideration 
ſeveral Papers relating to the Paper Currency, and 
Rates of Gold and Silver in America, from 1700 to 
Time. And came to ſeveral Reſolutions on the ſame, 
In a Committee went thro' the Bill to empower the Ct 
of Lord Mayor and Aldermea to ſet the Price of Sea. C 
imported into London. ein 
Agreed to the Report of the Bill to impower the Ce 
of Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the. City of London, 
ſet the Price of Sea-Coals imported, '&c. And ordered 
to be ingroſſc. t ae 3 
Ordered ſeveral Addreſſes to be preſented to his Ma 


LS 


| 


| 


Went into a Committee on the Bill for 2 


1 
„ VP 
{ ; 


* 


"©: 0 ; | 8 
Doubts concerning Perſons taking the Oaths, Moved that Anno 12. Ce 
de Chairman do leave the Chair, which after Debate II. \- 
aſſed in the Affirmative ; on a Diviſion, Ayes 79, Noe V WV 
oe | N - * 
The Bill for public-regiſtring of Deeds, Codveyances, 
kc. was dropt by Agreement. | "Yar 
The 28th. Read a third Time, and paſſed the Bill to 
npower the Lord Mayor and Aldermen to ſet the Price 
pon all Coals imported into London, and ordered it to 
tc Lords ; on a Diviſion, Ayes 56, Noes 32. | 
The 29th. His Majeſty came to the Houſe of Peers, and Royal Afent 
we the Royal Aſſent to the following public Bills, viz. given to ſeve- 
An AR for granting One Million two hundred choufand 7al Acts. 
bounds, out of the Sinking-Fund, and growing 'Produce 
bereof. And for granting the Sum of Twenty one thouſand 
runds one Shilling and eight Pence half. penny, remaining 
the Exchequer, ariſen by Sale of Lands in St. Chriſto- 
ders. ; | 
An Act for continuing the ſeveral Laws therein mention- 
| relating to the Premiums upon the Importation of Maſts, 
ds and Bowſprits, Tar, Pitch and Turpentine ; to 
utiſn- made Sail-Cloth, to the Greenland and Whale 
fihery : For granting a farther Bounty for all Ships em- 
byed in the Whale Fiſhery during the preſent War, &c. &c. 
An Act for prohibiting Commerce with Spain. | 


An Act for enforcing the Laws againſt Rogues, Vaga- 
nds, &c. and for rgducing the ſame into one Act = 


2 


rliament, 
An AR to reſtrain the exceſſive Increaſe of Horſe- Races; 
u for amending an Act for preventing of exceſſive and 
ceitful Gaming. 

an AR for preventing the malicious Deſtruction of Col- 
ies and Coal-Works. 

in AR to continue ſeveral Laws therein mentioned, 
. &C. | 

An AA for the Increaſe of Mariners and Seamen to navi- 
Merchant Ships. | | 

An Act to prevent fraudulent Qualifications of Perſons to 
teas Freeholders at Elections. | 
in Act for confirming and enlarging the Powers of the 
wernors and Guardians of the Founding Hoſpital. 

an AQ to grant further Powers to the Commiſſioners of 
ſelminſter Bridge. 

and to Six other public, and Eleven private Acts. | 
after which his Majeſty, was pleaſed to make a moſt 


kcious Speech from the Throne, fignifying, 2 — out 
Zeal Speech. 


<nno 13, Geo Zeal which they had bitherto ſhewn for che ar. 
IL 1949. bi ary in whic e 


of 0 8 
1 


Which they were given. He again recommended Uni 


to the more ſpeedy obtaining of all poſſible Juſtice and * 
| Injuries ſuffered by his Subjects; and effectual 


ſented to his Majeſty, that he would he graciouſly plea 


jeſty's Miniſters, authorizing him to conclude and fign 
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engaged, was a freſh. Proof of their Concern for the Hos 
a1 Intereſt r — * and Kingaog, Tü 
them ſor the e upplies, which thi | 
Him for the Service of the pd 0 Year : AM 
that they ſhould be duly employed to the Purpoſes 


Proſecution of the juſt and neceſſary War, 


amongſt ourſelves, as being hi hly conducive to the c: 
rying on this great Work with Honour Advantage, 4 


tis faction from the Crown of Spain, for the many grieve 
the future, &c. n 
Particulars omitted, by Miſtake, in the laſt Seſſion, 
November 29. The three Motions following were mac 
the firſt by Sir William Wyndham ; the ſecond by Willi 
Pulteney, Eſq; the third by Edmund Waller, Eſq; viz. 
iſt, Whether or no an humble Addreſs ſhould be x 


to give Directions to lay before Parliament, Copies or | 
tracts of ſuch Memorials or Repreſentations, as had be 
made either to the King of Spain or his Miniſters, 
the Treaty of Seville to March 9, 1738, relating to 
Loſſes ſultained by his Majeſty's Jabieck, by Depredati 
committed by the Spaniards in Europe or America, w. 
had not before been laid before Parliament. 
2dly, Whether or no am humble Addreſs ſhould be 
ſented to his Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſe 
give Directions, to lay before Parliament, Copies or 
tracts of all Letters written and Inſtructions given by 
Secretaries of State, or Commiſſioners for executing, 
Office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain, to any 
the Governors of the Britiſh Plantations in America 
any Commander in Chief or Captains of his Majeſty's $1 


of War, or his Majeſty's Miniſter in Spain, and Conſu 1. 
Europe, from the Treaty of Seville to January 1. 1 Peace 
relating to any Loſſes ſuſtained by his Majeſty's Sub 
by Deprendations committed by the Spaniards in Eu ul fo 
or- America, which had not before been laid before 


liament. 

3dly, Whether or no an humble Addreſs ſhould be 
ſented to his Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly ple 
to give Directions, to lay before Parliament, Copies on 
the Inſtructions and Letters ſent to Mr. Keene by his 
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ERTIES a f . | 
Convention between his Majeſty and the King of Spain, onAnno, iz Geo. 
Jan. 14, 1739- N.S. a 1739. | 


Each of theſe three Motions occafion'd a Debate, of TY 'WNYNI 
which the two laſt were as follow : mM ſecond — 
William Pulteney, Eſq; . 1 
TW. > E: . | t 
« Altho! the Sncceſs of the laſt Motion muſt be a Dif. William Pub 
couragement to any Gentleman to make a Motion in this *, 
Houſe, Which be thinks will not be approved by the Mi- 
nter, yet, as Jam reſolved always to do my Duty as a 
Member of this Houſe, without regard to the Succeſs I may 
neet with, as I am reſolved to conſider only what may be 
igrteab e to the People I repreſent, and what they may 
tly expect. without regard to its being agreeable or 
liſ{-greeable to a Miniſter, I ſhall beg Leave to make you a 
Motion, Which, I think, is not liable to the Objections 
nade agaialt tne laſt, and therefore, I hope, it will meet 
with a happier Fate. For theſe two laſt Seffions, Sir, this 
Houſe, and the whole Nation, were entertained and amuſed 
ith the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, that the Negotiations then 
arrying on with the Court of Spain would at laſt end in a 
ie and honourable Peace; This would have been a good 
lad, an End for which we had Reaſon to negotiate, and an 
Ind which every good Man wiſhed to ſee, tho' very few 
upected it; but as, during the whole Time of theſe Ne- 
priations, we were put to a great Expence, and, {uffering 
rany of the Calamities of a real War, we ought not to 
ure continued our Negotiations, unleſs we had very good 
Grounds to expect a ipcedy and happy Iſſue: and, in the 
dean Time, thoſe Squadrons, which the Nation was put 
bthe Expence of fitting out, ovght to have been employ'd 
n protecting our Trade, from thoſe warlike Inſults which, 
mer peaceful Pretences, were frequently put upon the 
Tade and Navigation of this Kingdom. 
If our Negotiations had ended in a fafe and honourable 
trace, as we were often aſſured they would, the People 
wd have concluded, that thoſe Hopes, upon, which we 
a! for ſo many Years continued our Negotiations, were 
ki! founded, and the Fruits of an honourable Peace and 
triſhing Trade would have made them farget the Injuries 
b. dad ſuffered, and the Dangers they had been expoſed 
b. Like a weary Traveller, they would have rejoiced in 
W:- ' 2rmth and Convenience of their Quarters, and would 
fog the Toils end the Dangers of that long and 
Ws C.rcait, they had been obliged to make, in order 
cone lafely to their Lodging But as our Negotiations | 
Vor. VI. Uu have 
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Anno 13, Geo: have now taken a quite different Turn, the People neithe 
H. 173p. can ſuppoſe, that we had eyer any well grounded Hopes o 
COW WV Suctels by Negotiation, nor can they forget the Infultꝭ ti 
were expoſed to, and the Injuries they ſuffered, by th 
Continuance of theſe hopeleſs Negotiations. They not on! 
© eonclude, that we continued to negotiate after being de 
rived of all Hopes of Succeſs in that Way, but that ver 
ietle Care was taken, in the mean Time, to protect 
Trade from thoſe Dangers and Inconveniences it was ex 
poſed to, by theſe very Negotiations. | 
If theſe Concluſions are wrong, Sir, if our Hopes o 
Succeſs by Negotiation were well founded, and proper Car 
taken to protect our Trade in the mean Time, I am ſur 
- the Parliament cannot do a more effectual Service to th 
Adminiſtration, than to enquire into the Grounds upo 
which our Miniſters continued to negotiate, and into th 
N Care they took to protect our Trade, while they thus co 
| tinued to/ negotiate ; and as no ſuch Enquiry can be made 
without having all the neceſſary Papers and Materials befo 
us, I hope, in the Motion Jam to make, I ſhall have th 
Concurrence of every Gentleman concerned in the Adm 
niſtration; for when a Man is blamed or accuſed, either b 
a private Perſon, or by the public Voice of kis Contr 
Jam always willing to ſuppoſe him innocent, unleſs b 
gives me Reaſon to ſuſpect him guilty, by his induſtriouſſ 
avoiding a fair Enquiry into his ConduQ. For this Reaſon 
I fay, Sir, I hope, I ſhall have the Concurrence of ever 
Gentleman concerned in the Adminiſtration; for I ſhall t 
ſorry to find them, by their Oppoſition within Doors, juſti 
fying and confirming the ſcandalous Concluſions that ar 
made againſt them without. 
But, Sir, whatever Reception my Motion may m 
with from thoſe concerned in the Adminiſtration, I an 
ſure jt is a Motion that will be agreeable to every Man 
who has no Share in the Adminiſtration, nor any particula 
Dependence upon it; and it is a Motion which every Man 
that has ſuffered by our Negotiations, or may ſuffer by th 
War, has a Right to have complied with. When any grea 
Misfortune is brought upon the Nation, the People expect, 
they ought to be informed, how that Misfortune came to bd 
brought upon them. This Information they cannot expe 
from thoſe concern'd in the Management of our nationa 
Affairs: They will not reſt ſatisfied with any Account 
they can give, and in this they are in the right, becauſ 
thoſe that are concerned in the Conduct of public Affair 
may be, and are often, the chief Cauſe of the public Mi 
fortune. In all ſuch Caſes, it is from Parliament - 
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hey can expect Satisfaction. It is for this they ſend us Anno 13, Geo. 
lere; and if we don't give the People this Satisfaction by a IL 1939. 
kir and impartial Enquiry into the Cauſes of the Misfor- K 
une, we neglect one of the chief Ends of our meeting in 
this Houſe. I hope it will be granted, that War is at all 
Times, and to every Nation, a very great Misfortune : It is 
ot yet a Twelvemonth ago, ſince it was repreſented as 
ach a terrible Misfortune, that a Nation ought to ſubmit to 
he moſt cruel [ndignities, the moſt tedious Negotiations, the 
noſt ſcandalous Convention, rather than involve itſelf in a 
War. I did not then, I do not now, look upon War in 
ich a terrible Light; bat yet I look upon it as a Misfor- 
une, which no Klan ought to involve his Country in, if 
t can be avoided ; and therefore, if there be any amongſt 
urſelyes who, by their Folly, have involved us in this 
lis fortune, their Conduct vught to be enquired into, and 
heir Perſons removed from our Councils, that the Nation 
ray not ſuffer a ſecond Time by their Folly ; for if we 
o not remove ſuch Men from our Councils, they may 
ring us into a ſecond Misfortune, ten Times worſe than 
be firſt, | 
This, Sir, is what the People are afraid of: They 
tel the Misfortune of the War, and, I fear, will feel it 
werely before it can be brought to an honourable Con- 
tulon : They ſuſpect, we have been led into it by the 
Weakneſs of our own Conduct: By not underſtanding our 
Rights, or not repreſenting them in a proper Manner 
dhe Court. of Spain, that Court, they ſuſꝑect, has been 
W:couraged to form new Pretenſions againſt us; and that 
mean Conceſſions in former Treaties, and by too pa- 
ri and too long ſubmitting to Indignities, we at laſ 
ne that Court believe, that nothing could provoke us 
WJ declare War againſt them. This is ſuſpected by moſt 
len in the Nation to be the remote Cauſe of the preſent 
ir; and for removing or confirming their Suſpicions, 
expect, they juſtly expect a fair and impartial En- 
iy into the Conduct of our public Affairs. If by this 
W:quiry we remove theſe Suſpicions, we do Juſtice to our 
Wi liniſters ; if thereby we find them confirmed, I hope we 
ul do Juſtice to the Nation. 
The People, Sir, have long ſuffered, and greatly: Our 
is have been ſeized, our Merchants often plundered, our 
amen long treated in the molt cruel manner, by a Nation 
WI": could have cruſhed to Atoms, if we had properly and- 
bnably made uſe of our Power. The People expect to 
r Reaſon given for making them ſuffer ſo long; eſpeci- 
, lince the Reaſon hitherto given, appears now to be no 
4 u 2 Reaſon 
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Anno 13, Geo. Reaſon at all. Every one knows, that our Merchants and 
IL 1739. Seamen have been complaining of the Depredations com 
mitted upon them by the Spaniards, for this of Ye 
E During all that Time we have been in a, continua 
urſe of Negotiation, and the Sufferers have always beer 
told with great Confidence, that our Reaſon for not putting 
an end to their Sufferings by a Declaration of War, was thi 
reaſonable Hopes we had of putting an end to them by a Tre 
of Peace. This now appears to have been a very inſufficien 
Reaſon ; and it cannot be ſaid, it was leſs convenient, or leſ 
ſafe for us to have declared War, or iſſued Reprizals, agait 
Spain, ten or a dozen Years ago, than it was in the Mont 
of June laſt; for the Affairs of Europe were never in ſe 
unlucky a Situation for this Kingdom, as they were at that 
Time, nor was the Power of Spain then leſs, or the Powe 
of this Nation then more conſiderable, than for twenty Year 
preceding, Nay, the Power of Spain was laſt June mor 
conſiderable than it had been for a dozen of 'Years before 
becauſe they had in that Time many large Additions to thei 
Navy, and had united themſelves more firmly to the Cour 
of France: Whereas we had made no Addition tb 09 
S rength: We had relieved our People from none of th 
Taxes they groaned under, nor paid off any conſiderabl. 
Part of our national Debt; and by our Conduct we had it 
that Time detached from us every uſeful Ally we had, o 
could have in the World. Therefore, I muſt conclude, tha 
laſt Summer was the worſt of any preceding Time for thi 
Nation to engage in a War; from whence it is natural t 
ſuppoſe, and the whole Nation docs ſuppoſe, that neither ou 
former pacific, nor our preſent warlike Meaſhres proceeded 
from any national Concern, but from ſome Motive of 
private Nature, which we ought, and certainly will enqui 
into, if we ſhew a due Regard either to our Country or Cor 
flituents. 

Another, and, I think, a very ſtrong Reaſon, Sir, fc 
gur enquiring into the Cauſes of the War is, the Confiden 
With which the Court of Spain has publicly aſſerted, th: 
the War is owing to a Breach of S:ipulations on the Part c 
this Nation. It is, indeed, lucky for us, that Spain tool 
from thence an Occaſion not to perform her Part of the | 
ſcandalous Treaty we made with her; for the laſt is far fror 
being the firſt ſcandalous Treaty we have lately made wit 
that Nation. It is lucky for us, the Spaniards refuſed t 
Pay the 950001. ſtipulated by the late Convention; for 
they had made that Payment at the Time appointed, W 
ſhou'd have been pinned down to a new ten Years Negotit 
tion, during which Time their Guarda Coſta's would hav 
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ud a fort of new Indulgence ne plundered our Mer-Anno 18, Geo. 
ants, and by that means they would ſoon have reimburſed UL 1739. 
den ſelves the Sum they paid for that Indulgence. Rut as X 
he Reaſons given by Spain, for not making that Payment, 
ne founded on Breaches of Conditions on our Part; as thoſe 
Conditions are ſuch as were never ratified by his Majeſty g | 
ud as they have never yet been denied by any public Au- 
hority in this Kingdom, they ought certainly to be en- 
wired into by Parliament, for vindicating the Honour of 
r Miniſters, if they are innocent, and for vindicating the 
lonour of his Majeity and the Nation, by puniſhing them, 
ſending them over in Fetters to the Enemy, if they are 
t. . 
10 ſhorg, Sir, to have ſuffered ſo long and ſo much, in 
opes of a Peace, and yet at lall to find ourſelves in a War, 
xd at a Time the moſt inconvenient, the moſt dangerous for 
is Nation, affords ſuch Preſumptions againſt the Wiſdom 
{ thoſe that have lately conducted our public Affairs, and 
s raiſed ſuch a general Suſpicion and Diltruſt among the 
ople, that in Duty to our Country, in Duty to our Sove- 
gn, and, J hope, in Juſtice to thoſe who have bren con- 
med, we ought to make ſtrict Enquiry into our late Nego- 
tions with Spain. Whoever may be to blame, we are 
ry certain, both from the Nature of our Conſtitution,' and 
Knowledge we have of his Majeſty's Wiſdom and Good- 
b, that he can have no Share in it; and, therefore, when 
eral Su{picions and Complaints are raiſed among the Peos 
it is the Duty, it is one of the greateſt Uſes of Parlia- 
ents, to enquire into the Grounds of them, in order, either 
convince the People that there is no ſolid. Ground for ſuch 
pic tons or Complaints, or to reconcile them to their 
rercign, by detecting and puniſhing the Guilty, or at leaſt 
preventing their having any farther Concern in adviſing 
conducting our public Affairs. This, I fay, is, at all 
mes, the Duty of Parliament, but eſpecially when the 
2105 is juſt entered into an expenſive and dangerous War, 
ua War too, which a great Part of the People believe to 
wing to the tedious perplexed Negotiations we have for 
many Years been carrying on at the Court of Spain, and 
tame Submiſſions we have made to the repeated laſults 
nat haughty Nation. | | 
Ein the Nation, Sir, expect a prudent or a vigorous 
decution of the War from thoſe who, they believe, have 
guilty of ſo much Imprudence and Weakneſs in Time 
trace? Can our Soldiers or Sailors act with Courage gr 
four, when they are diffident of the Conduct of thoſe who 
their chief Directors? Can our People pay with _ 
ure 
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| Anno, Seo ſure their Taxes, when the chief Management and Appl 
LR eation.is to be entruſted to thoſe, in whoſe Conduct they cat 
put no Truſt? Sir, if we expect Succeſs in the War, if wi 
expect to put a ſpeedy and an honourable End to it, we mul 
remove the preſent Suſpicions of the People, or remoy 
thoſe that have cauſed them; and neither of theſe can l 
done, but by a fair, and impartial, and a ſtriQ parliaments 
Enquiry into our late Conduct, eſpecially that Part of 
which relates to our TranſaQtions with the Court of Spain 
This Enquiry we have a Right, and are, in' Duty to ou 
Sovereign, as well as our Conſtituents, bound. to make; and 
this Enquiry will, I hope, turn out to the Advantage and 
Honour of thoſe that have been concerned. I hope we 
ſhall be able to remove the Suſpicions of the People, b 
ſhewing them, that all our late Tranſactions with Spain have 
been carried on with Wiſdom, Steadineſs, and Perſpicuity 
but this cannot be done, unleſs we have laid before us al 
thoſe Papers that are neceſſary for giving us a thoroug 
Inſight into thoſe Tranſactions; for if the proper Material 
are denicd, the people will not believe, that we are eithe 
ſerious or impartial in our Enquiry ; and in that Caſe, in 
fiead of removing their Suſpicions, with regard to our Mi 
niſters, we ſhall render them diſcontented, nay deſperate, a 
well as diffident, by giving them a Suſpicion of the Inte 
grity of their Repreſentatives. 
For this Reaſon, Sir, I ſhall conclude with moving 
c.“ | 


Horatio Walpole, Eſq; 
SIR, 


Horatio Wal- * I muſt think, that Gentlemen give themſelves a very 
pole, Eiq; unneceſſary Trouble, when, upon this Occaſion, or any Occa- 
ſion of the like nature, they talk to us of the Right we 

have to enquire into the Conduct of any public Meaſure, 

In former Times, this Right may, perhaps, have been de- 

nied, by the Paraſites of Princes, who aimed at arbitrary 

Power. But it is a Right that has never, of late Years, 

been denied: It has never been, I believe, ſo much as inſi- 

nuated by any Gentleman now in this Houſe, that we have 

not ſuch a Right, or that it ought not to be exerciſed upon 

every proper Occaſion. But, as parliamentary Enquiries 

into the Conduct of thoſe that are employed by the Crown, 

are. generally the Cauſe of great Ferments in the Nation, 

eſpecially when they are directed againſt thoſe in high Sa- 

tions, and as ſuch Enquiries are always dangerous, as well a3 
troubleſome, even to the beſt and molt faithful Servants of 


the Crown, they ought not to be ſet on foot, but when _ 
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an abſolute and apparent Neceſſity for ſo doing... We may Anno 14,Ges, 
member, the very laſt Enquiry that was ſet on foot, raiſed II 1739 
ach a Ferment in the Nation, as, at laſt, ended in a dange- _ / 
vas and deſtructive Civil War. That Enquiry was ablo- 
utely and apparently neceſſary; but neceſſary as it was, if 
ze had, at that Time, been engaged in a foreign War, 1 
hould have been for. putting it off till the Concluſion of 
he War; for, if the diſaſſected or diſcontented Party, call - 
dem which you will, could bave had any foreign Afliſtance,, 
hey might, perhaps, have been able to have turned the 
Tables, and inſtead of having their Conduct enquired inte 
nd puniſhed as it deſerved, they might have enquired into 
ud puniſhed the Conduct of thoſe who had ſo juſtly ſer up 
u Enquiry into theirs, |, —— | 

All fuch Enquiries, Sir, muſt therefore be allowed to be 
& dangerous Conſequence to the Tranquillity of the Na- 
ion ; and, if we confider. by whom ſuch Enquiries are 
xcerally ſet on foot and carried on, we muſt allow, that 
hey are not only troubleſome, but dangerous, to the Per- 
bns whoſe Conduct is enquired into. They are generally 
tt on foot by the perſonal Enemies of thoſe in the Admini- 
lation, and are uſually. carried on with a Zeal for con- 
emning, which ſtifles every Sentiment of Compaſſion, and 
mkes human Frailties appear to be monſtrous Crimes. I 
all grant, Sir, that it is a great Advantage to a Perſon 
xcuſed, either by a private Informer, or by a public Re- 
prt, to be legally tried and fairly acquitted ; yet, neverthe- 
es, I believe, no fuch Perſon would chuſe to put himſelf 
won his Trial, if he could conveniently avoid it; for even 
ke moſt Innocent may, by ſome Accident or Miſtake, be 
ondemned, and therefore a prudent Man, let his Innocence 
e never ſo apparent, will always chuſe to vindicate his 
ca-Char:Qer by tome other Method, rather than run the riſk 
we if a legal and formal Trial. For this Reaſon, Sir, I ſhall 
re. e no way ſurprized, if I find the Friends of thoſe who 
re concerned in our late Negotiations with Spain, oppoſ- 
ag any parliamentary Enquiry into thoſe Negotiations 3 
1", Specially as I am convinced, whatever ſome Gentlemen 
tzy pleaſe to ſaggeſt, that there was not one wrong Step 
aVc ide in the whole Courſe of that Tranſ:Ction. 

'] preſume, Sir, it will appear from what I have ſaid, that 
0 parliamentary Enquiry ought ever to be ſet on foot, but 
ten there is an abſolute and apparent Neceſſity for ſo 
bing; and therefore, I ſhall next obſerve, that there never 
an be ſuch a Neceſſity, but when there appears to have begn 
ilagrant Error in ſome Part of the Conduct of our public 
irs. A national Misfortune is no juſt Cauſe for a par- 

: | liamentary 
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Anno 13, Geo liamentary Enquiry, unleſs there be Ground to Eeljeve, th 
II. 1739. it was owing to the Crime, the Neglect, or the Weaky 
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of thoſe who were concerned in adviſing or conducting or 
public Affairs. I ſhal! moſt readily admit, that War is 

t Misfortune to any Nation ; and that it is a greate 
Misfortune to a Trading Nation, than to any other: 
which I muſt add, that to this Nation, I believe, it is 
greater Misfortune to be involved in a War with Spain, th 
with any other Nation in Europe. But this is ſo far fro 
being a Reaſon for an Enquiry, that it is a Juſtification 
the pacific Meaſures ſo long purſued by the Adminiſtratio 
Their avoiding a War as long as poſſible, their endeavourin 
as much as they could to bring Matters to an Accommod 
tion, is, in my Opinion, a Manifeſtation of their Pruden 
and of their ſtedfaſt Regard for the Trade and you 


of their Country. Suppoſe it true, which I have good Re 
fon to believe is far from being the Caſe, that the Spania 
were ſo wrong-headed as to look upon our Regard for « 
ſelves, as a Sign of our Fear of them, could this be called 
Weakneſs in thoſe that had the Management of our Affair 
eſpecially as they have now convinced the Spaniards 
their Error? And, if the Court of Spain did really fall in 
ſuch an Error, I hope, the Event of the preſent War will 
a laſting Memorial for that Nation, never to fall into {i 
another. 

« Thus, Sir, I think, it is evident, that our preſent M 
fortune of being engaged in a War with Spain, can be 
Reaſon for ſetting up a parliamentary Enquiry into our 
Tranſactions with that Nation, unleſs it ſhould be ſaid, tl 
we made unreaſonable Demands upon them, or ente 
precipitately into the War, neither of which, I believe, 
be expreſly alledged by any of thoſe Gentlemen who n« 
ſeem ſo fond of parliamentary Enquiries, tho“ the He 
Gentleman has been pleaſed to inſinuate ſomething like 
for, I muſt think, a War is precipitately entered into, if it 
begun at the very worſt Time that could have been cho 
for that Purpoſe. I cannot, however, be of his Opinion : 
cannot think, that laſt Summer was the worſt, or the m 
improper Time we could have choſen for entering inte 
War, or ordering Reprizals againſt Spain. The Additic 
made by Spain to its Navy, we knew, could be of no 8 
nification in a War againſt this Nation; and tho' the Cou 
of France and Spain have been of late more firmly uni 
than they were about fifteen Years ago ; yet that Uni 
will not, I hope, prevail with France to aſſiſt the Spania 
in an unjuſt War againſt us; but, if it ſhould, it 1s not 


be imputed to any Error in our Conduct, but to the preſe 
Circumitang 
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Circumſtances of the two Courts ; for whilſt the preſent Anno 13, Geo- 

King of Spain lives, it is natural to ſuppoſet that there will II. 4749. 

be an Union between the two; and this is another very CW NI 

ſtrong Argument for juli iſying the Length, or, if Gent emen a 

pleaſe, the Tediouſnefs of our Negotiations ;/ becauſe, if the | 

preſent King of Spain had, in the' mean time, happened to 

die, we ſhould probably have found that Court more flexible, 

and more inclined to come to a friendly Accommodation 

with us. But, as that Event did not happen, and as it be- 

came at laſt abſolutely neceſſary for us to vindicate our Rights 

by Force of Arms, we were obliged to take our Fate, let 

who would: declare againſt as ; for, let the Situation of Af- 

fairs in Europe be what it will, I hope, it will abvays be the 

Happineſs of this Nation to find proper and powerful Allies 

upon the Continent, as ſoon as we have Occaſion for them. 

But, I muſt obſerve, Sir, that the beſt Method to have good 

Allies, is to ſhew them, we can ſtand upon our own Legs ; 

for, if they ſhould ſuppoſe, we cannot do without them, they 

will of courſe impoſe harder Terms upon us, than they could 

otherwiſe think of. 8 5 
With regard to our own Conduct, therefore, I do not 

think there is the Ground for ſuſpeQing it of any Weak- 

neſs, either in the Negotiations that preceded the War, or in 

the Time we choſe for commencing it; and conſequently 

there can be no Neceſſity for ar Enquiry. I, indeed, never 

heard of a parliamentary Enquiry into public Meaſures, 

unleſs they were ſuch as had been firſt cenſured by Parlia- 

ment. Can this, Sir, be alledged againſt any Part of our 

Negotiations with Spain? Thoſe Negotiations did, at laſt 

end in a Treaty : That Treaty was approved of by Parlia- 

ment. If it had been cenſured, there would then have been 

good Reaſon for enquiring into the Negotiations by which 

it was concluded; but, ſo Far otherwiſe, it was approved of, 

and juſtly approved of by both Houſes, in my Opinion, 

whatever Tome Gentlemen might think of it. By that 

Treaty, a Reparation for the Damage our Merchants had 

ſuffered was expreſly promiſed ; nay a proper Proviſion was 

made for preventing any Search in Time to come. This 

was all we could defire, and the Conſequence has ſhewn, it 

was a good Treaty for this Nation: The Spaniards thought 

it ſo good for us, that they afterwards refuſed to perform 

their Part of it; and this is the true and the ſole Cauſe of 

the preſent War ; therefore, I am ſurprized, any Gentleman 

ſhould pretend to be 1gnorant 'of the Cauſe of this War, or 

that a parliamentary Enquiry is neceſſary for iaforming any 

Man in the Kingdom what was the Cauſe of the War. 
N 8 7 XX > Whatever 
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Amo 12, es Whatever Donbts ſome Gentlemen within Davrs n 
9 1. 1739. have, however much they may refine, about the reme 
| Cauſe of the War, I am perſuaded, Sir, 15 
at leaſt very few, without Doors, pretend to doubt of t 
Court of Spain's being the fole Cauſe of the War, by 
ſuſing to fulfi] that Convention they bad fo lately and 
ſolemnly agreed to. And, I am as fully perſuaded, tl 
with regard to the Negotiations which ended in that Trea 
there are no Complaints without Doors amongſt Men 
Figure and Senſe, except ſuch as are prejudiced by th 
Paſſions, or ſuch as are diſaffected to his Majeſty, and cc 
ſequently ready to find fault with every Thing dow by 
| Servants, If there are any Complaints without Doors, th 
are wholly among the Vulgar, the Ignorant, the Prejudic 
and the Diſaffeted ; and if this Houſe were to ſhew fo gre 
a Regard to- the Complaints of ſuch Men, as to enter i 
a Parliamentary Enquiry, in order to convince or fati 
them, we ſhould never be able to do any Thing elle b 
enquire, nor would ſuch Enquiries ever convince or fati 
them, but, on the contrary, would afford them new Mat 
for Complaint. | W 
Therefore, Sir, whatever Right we may have to enqui 
however much it may be our Duty to enquire into pub 
Tranſactions, we are at preſent under no Neceſſity, 
have we any Occaſion to take up our Time with Enquiri 
Buz even ſuppoſe an Enquiry were neceſſary, yet it may 
prudent to delay going upon it for ſome Time 4 and this, 
think, is the Caſe with regard, to the Enquiry now p 
poſed. Suppoſe it were neceflary to. enquire into our 
gotiations With Spain antecedent to the Convention, 
would, I think, be very imprudent to go upon it in tl 
Seſſion of Parliament; becauſe it would be neceſſary to he 
ſeveral Papers laid before us, which it would be moſt 
prudent to make public, as every Paper muſt be, that 
laid before ſuch a numerous Aſſembly, Whether the Pap 
now moved for may be neceſſary for an Enquiry into on 
late Negotiations with Spain, I ſhall not, determine; 
this I may with Confidence affirm, that the laying of 
| the Letters and Inſtructions moved for, before this Ailemb 
| _— be attended with moſt fatal Conſequences to | 
| | ation, 33 
| We all know, ir, that the Spaniards lay the whole Bla 
| of the War upon us, by pretending, we were the firſt t 
broke the Convention. Their Pretences, indeed, are 
weak, and ſo apparently ill-founded, that they do not 
ſerve an Anſwer, and far leſs the Notice of this Hou 
but if this Motion ſhould be agreed to, and cEplicd » 
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his Majeſty, the Letters and Inſtructions thereby called Anno rz, Geo. 
4 . Spaniards ſome plauſible Gtounds, at II. / - 
eaſt more plauſible than any they yet alledged, for ſaying, A 
i was this Nation that firſt violated the Convention. r 
tom theſe Papers it ſhould appear, that hoſtile Inſtructions 
yere ſent to any of our Sea-Commanders, or to any of our 
Governors, tho? it ſhould appear at the ſame Time, that 
hoſe Inſtructions were conditional, and not to be carried 
into Execution, unleſs the Court of Spain ſhould refuſe ſuch 
ir ſuch a reaſonable: Demand, yet that Court Would from 
thence argue, that we had dealt deceitfully, or not can- 
idly, by them; becauſe it from thence appeated, that we 
had been preparing to attack them, at the very Time we 
vere treating with them. Beſides this, there are many - - 
ther Circumſtances might appear from the Papers and In- 
luclions now called for,' which might give the Court of 
pain ſome Colour, tho“ not real Ground, for laying the 
Blame of the War at our Door; and as we do not know” 
what Effect theſe colourable Pretences might have upon 
reign Courts, all of whom now look upon the War as 
wing to the Obſtinacy of the Spaniards alone, we ought 
dot, I think, in Prudence, to call for any Papers that may 
probably furniſh-our Enemies with ſuch Pretences, 
Another fatal Conſequence that may probably ariſe 
fom having theſe Papers laid before us, is a Diſcovery of 
thole Deſigns that are now to be executed againſt the 
Enemy. Let us conſider, Sir, the Circumſtances the Na- 
ton was in laſt Year. His Majeſty was by the Advice of 
bis Parliament ta make a laſt Attempt for accommodating 
cur Differences with Spain in an amicable Manner: For 
bis Purpoſe, he was to make a peremptory Demand of 
every Thing we had a Right to inſiſt on; and for making 
this Demand effectual, or at leaſt to give it its due Weight, 
te ſent Admiral Haddock with a Squadron into the Medi- 
terranean, and Commodore Brown with another to the 

Weſt Indies; in order to ſhew, the Court of Spain, that we 
W ere reſolved to begin Hoſtilities, if they attempted to 
quibble with us any longer. This had the deſired Effect: 
lt produced the Convention, by which, as I have ſaid, 
ve obtained all we could deſire. We muſt ſuppoſe, that 
theſe Squadrons were furniſhed with Inſtructions for be- 
pinning Hoſtilities, in caſe the Court of Spain had abſo- 
lutely refuſed to treat with us upon a reaſonable Footing : 
ind conſequently we muſt ſuppoſe, that in the Inſtructions 
there were Schemes laid down, how our Squadrons were to 
begin the Attack, and where they were to make the firſt 
toltile Attempt upon the Enemy, As Spain ſubmitted, and 

| 1 concluded 
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Edmund Wal. I ſhall readily admit, that the Rights and Privilege 


ler, Eſq; 
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Anno 13, Geo concluded à moſt reaſonable Treaty wih us, tiese wis 


then no Occafion for carrying any of thoſe Schemes or. 
Deſigns into Execution 3 but now that Spain hat; b adding 
Breach of Faith to her former Obſtinacy, obliged us to 
begin the War, theſe Schemes or Deſigns, or ſomhe of 
them, muſt now be carried into Execution; And hbefbre khig 
is done, I am ſure it would be very imprudent to diſcover + 
them to the Enemy, which would be the certain Conſe. 
quence of having the Letters and Inſtructions now called for, 
laid before us. We ſhould thereby give Spain an Oppor- 
tunity of providing againſt every Attack we can make; and 
of taking all poſſible Means for rendering our Defigns 
againſt them abortive.  _ „ ene 
Sir. whatever Opinion the People without Doors may 
have of the paſt Conduct of thoſe, who have the Direction 
of our public Affairs, I am certain, they would have no 
good Opinion of, nor any Confidence in their ſutute Con- 
duct, ſhould they agree to this, Motion, or adviſe his Ma- 
jeſty to comply with it; I muſt, therefore, be of Opinion, 
that, ſhould we agree to the Addreſs propoſed, his Majeſty 
would find himſelf under a Neceſſity of refuſing our Requeſt ; 
and as I am very well affured, that his Major will never 
refuſe any. reaſonable Requeſt that can be made to him by 
his Parliament, I ſhall always be againſt making any Re- 
quelt, which, I think, he cannot in Prudence; or con- 
ſiſtently with the Welfare of his Kingdoms, fi comply 
with. The Addreſs propoſed, IJ hope, I have ſheww to be 
a Requeſt of this Nature; this is the Light I view it in; 
and this is a molt ſubſtantial Reaſon for my giving a Ne- 
gative to the Motion.“ | A 


Edmund Waller, Eſq; 
"1k, 


of Parliament have not of late Years en ſo much Yiſputed 
by our Miniſters, as they were formerly, and if it were 
neceſſary, I could give a very good Reaſon for this Com 
Plaiſance on the Part of our Minifters ; but the acknow 
ledging of our Right to enquire will ſignify but little, if ig 
ſhould ever come to be in the Power of Miniſters, to pre 
vail with a Majority of this Houſe, to put a, Negative upon 
every Queltion, that tends to an Enquiry. This, I hope, ii 
not now our Cafe; but I muſt obſerve, that, for many Lear "ot 
paſt, either our Miniſters have been extremely good, 0 
our Parliaments extremely complaiſant ; for there has beer 
no regular Parliamentary Enquiry into the Conduct of an 
one Miniſter, whilſt he continued to be ſo; and if _ 

viſter" 
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it's *CbnddA4s ever to be examined by Parliament, till Anno 13, 
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Ges ner he is given'y by the. Crown, I cannot think; that | 

My zcliarentaryEnquities will ever be of any great Seer ALSO NO 


v the Nation. The- Hon. Gentleman that ſpoke laſt, has © 


yo kei ſo good as to acknewledge our Right to enquire into £ 
his he Conduct of public Aﬀairs j but if the Arguments he has 
ver een pleaſed to male uſe of upon this Occaſion; be allowed 
ſe. v be of any Weight, Lam ſure, no Parliamentary 7 115 
or, no a Miniſter's CotiduQ'can' ever be ſet on Foot, beeauſe 
or- hey will be of equal Weight againſtevery farure-Enquiry, 
and ud every Motion chat may tend to that End; ;. 


The Hon. Gentleman is pleafed to ſay, we ought never 
penquire, but when there appears to have been a flagrant 
ror” in the Conduct of our public Afflirs. Sir, ho wis 
his Error to appeat̃, if we are never to have laid before us 
ny Papers that relate to the late Condu& of our publie 
fairs? Does not every Gentleman ſee; that the End of at 
Inquiry is here miſtaken for the Cauſe ? A generabSufpl- 


or, don, therefore, muſt always be a good Cauſe, and this is 
eſly vhat gave Occaſion for the preſent Motion. There is at 
eſt; reſent the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to ſuſpe · moſt egregious Errory 
ver n the late Conduct of our public Affairs, and we defire to 
by hre the Papers now moved for laid before us, that we may 
Re- tom thence point out the Errors our Miniſters may have 
on- cn guilty of, or remove the Suſpicions which are now ſs 
ply general, and which may have been unjuſtly conceived. © Bat 
be vin ge farther: I will affirm that, if our Miniſters 


ure been guilty of no Error in their late Conduct, they 

uve at leaſt been guilty of a moſt egregious Miſtake. They - 
tclared, with the greateſt Aſſurance, for ſeveral Years” 

gether, that they had ' Reaſon to hope for a happy Iſſue 
rom their pacific Negoititlons, Does it not now evidently 
ippear, that they were miſtaken ?' And as I can diſcover 
0 material Difference between an Etror and a Miſtake,” F - 


tec nuſt therefore think, that from the Hon. Gentleman's own - 
were Argument, there is an abſolute and apparent Neceſſity for - 
"om enquiring into our late Conduct; and if there be a Neceſſity 
10W br examining our late Conduct, we. ought to have all Papers - 
if if before us, that may any way contribute to our Information. 
pre Whether we caught, or ought not to enquire into the 
upon ate Conduct of our publie Affairs is therefore, I think, a 
e, 1 Queſtion that can admit of no Diſpute; and; I think, it has . 
2 tot deen faid, that the Papers called for are not neceſſary 
, 0 fr oar Information. But we are told, they cannot be laid 
beer before us, becauſe the Secrets of our Government would 
au thereby be diſcorered to dur Enemies, which might be of 
Miß richie vous Conſequence to the Nation. That theſe Papers 
ſter contain 
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Ange 3, Gee contain ſome Secrets, which our Miniſters do not defire to 
1739 - have diſcovered, is what I am fully convinced of,;otherwiſe 
- this Motion would not be ſo ſtienuouſly oppoſed : But that this 
Diſcovery migli be of any miſchievous Conſequence to the 
Nation, is what I very'much doubt of. It js what every 
Gentleman, as a Member of this Houſe, ought to doubt 

of, : becauſe in the preſent Caſe, we ought. certainly to have 

all the Information that can be given conſiſtently with the 

ublic Safety; and in a Caſe where we ought to doubt, it is 

low the Dignity of this Aſſembly to take a Reſalution of 

that Doubt from any of dur own Members. ' In» ſuch a 

Caſe, it is from his Majeſty alone we can accept of any 
Satisfaction, and the only Method of obtaining that $atis- 
faction is, by agreeing to the Addreſs propoſed; Can: our 
preſenting ſuch an Addreſs be attended with any bad Conſe- 
uence? If his Majeſty, by way of Anſwer, ſhould telus, 

t ſome of thoſe Papers could not fafely be laid before us, 

wauld ſuch an Anſwer be attended with any bad Canſe- 
quence ? Could it be ſaid to be a Refuſal of our Requeſt? 

No, Sir, every Refuſal of ſuch Requeſt implies, in its own 
Nature, the Condition of its being conſiſtent with the public 

| » Safety; and therefore his Majeſty's telling us that it is not, 
will always be Jook'd on by a dutiful. Hauſe of Commons, as 

a ſufficient Anſwer to ſuch a Requeſt but. it is an Anſwer we 

can take from none but our Sovereign: It is beneath our 
Dignity to take ſuch an Anſwer from any of his Servants. 

« Suppolſing then {there was a Probability, that ſome of 

theſe Papers might make a Diſcovery, which would be of 
dangerous Conſequence to the Nation, it would be no Argu- 

meat againſt our agreeing to the Motion. But fo far other. 

wile, it is not poſſible to ſuppoſe, that any of the Papers now 

called far contain any Secrets, the Difcovery of which might 

be of bad Conſequence to the Nation, without ſuppoſing our 
Miniſters to have been guilty of a very. great Weakneſs, I 

ſhall grant, that in Summer, 1738, we were, ar at leaſt our 
Miniſters were, in a State of Uncertainty about War or 
Peace. I ſhall grant, it was right in them to contrive and 

form Schemes for attacking the Spaniards, in eaſe they had 
refuſed to treat with us upon à reaſonable Footing ; but 
whilſt they were in this Doubt, I am ſure it would have 

been very wrong, in them, to have .communicated ugh 
Schemes, either to the Commanders of our Squadrons, or te 

« the Governors of our: Plantations, For as nd ſuch Scheme 
could be carrried into Execution by them, till they had ar 

Account from hence, that our pacific Negotiations were en 

ticely broke off, and War reſolved. on; and as the ſame 

Expreſ5 that carried them this Account, might * * 
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have carried them the Schemes our Miniſters had formed, Anno 13, Cee 


p with proper Inſtructions for putting them in Execution, it II. 173g. 
» would have been moſt imprudent and raſh in our Miniſters, 
py to give or ſend them any warlike Schemes, or Inſtructions 
y for executing any ſuch Scheme, before they ſent them an 
it Account of our Negotiations being entirely broke off. We 
0 cannot, therefore, ſuppoſe, that any of the Letters or In- 
0 ſlruct ions now called for contain any Secrets, or any Schemes 
10 which are now to be executed, unleſs we ſuppoſe that our 
of Miniſters were guilty of a Piece of great Weakneſs ; and if 
- we ſuppoſe them guilty of ſuch a Piece of Weakneſs, it is 
y a good Reaſon, not only for enquiring into their Conduct, 
is bu: for removing them from our public Councils; for in the 
* dangerous, and, I am afraid, ng Journey we are now 
e. entered upon, it is not likely, theſe Miniflers can carry vs 
5, thro' with Safety, that made ſuch a Trip at the firſt Outſet. 
13, Sir, if the Letters and Inſtructions now called for, were 
le. ſuch as they ought. to have been, they could contain nothing 
7 bat Orders and Direct ions how to take care of our Trade, 
vn and prevent our Merchants being farther plundered, whilſt 
lic we were negotiating with thoſe that had plundered them. It 
ot, was certainly our Buſineſs to prevent, as much as poſſible, 
as our Merchants being plundered during the Courſe of our 
we Negotiation, not only. for the ſake of our Trade, but for the 
our ſake of ſucceeding in our Negotiation ; for the leſs we ſuf- 
: fered, the leſs Reparation we had to demand, and the leſs we 
of bad to demand, the more eaſily might we expect to obtain 
of Satisfaction in an amicable way. It was, therefore, the 


Duty of thoſe, whoſe Buſineſs it was, to ſend the moſt pru- 
dent and exact Inſtructions to our Commanders, Governors, 
and Conſuls, to take all proper care of our Trade in the 
mean time: And here, I believe, the Secret lies. Conſider - 


our ing how many of our Merchant-Ships were ſeized, how 
many plundered, and ſome perhaps, with their whole Crew, 
our ſunk, after being ſtripped of every Thing the Pirates thought 
or raluable, there is the greateſt Reaſon to ſuſpect, that due 
and Care was not taken of our Trade, nor proper Inſtructionk 
had given for that Purpoſez and this is the Secret, I believe, 
but which ſome amongſt us are ſo much afraid of having d iſco- 
Jaye rered ; but will the Diſcovery of this Secret be attended 
act with any miſchievous Conſequence to the Nation? Can the 
r te Enemy from thence get any Advantage? On the contrary, 
eme dir, if this Secret be not now diſcovered; if thoſe who neg- 
| an leted, or did not know how to take care of our Trade in 
en Time of Peace, be left to take care of it in Time of War, 
ame this Nation muſt ſuffer many Loſſes in Trade, and the Enemy 
Wife mult reap many Advantages, which neither we ſhould have 
have | ſuffered, 
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Ann 4 
Hue taken” to prevent it. This is a Conſequence, and a fat: 
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|  Reparation, but what the Spaniards themſelves had bef 


- 
: 


F 
Geo ſuffered; nor they have reaped, if proper Care had bee 


N 9 
1 
7 
DD 7 
* 


"Conſequence, which Reaſon may convince us of, and it i 
uin my Opinion, confirmed by what has already paſſed fine 
the War began; for if the Enemy, in every ſour Month 
during the Continuance of the War, ſhould be able to tal 
zs many of our Merchant- Ships, as they ba ve done in th 

four Months fince it began, I am aftaid, we ſhall neither « 
Honour nor Advantage by the War, and in the mean Tin 
our Trade will be utterly undone. 


As for the Handle the Enemy may. get from theſe PR 


pers, for throwing the Blame of the War upon this Natio 
it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe they can get ſuch a Handle fre 
- "theſe, or from any Papers that can be laid before Parl 
ment. The Cauſe of the War is now fo well known, t 
it is needleſs either for them or us to diſſemble or diſguiſe 
any longer. The Non payment of the 95,000], ſtipulat 
dy the Convention, was not the Cauſe of the War; but t 
_  "Unavoidableneſs of a War, without giving up the Point 
Search, was the Cauſe of that Non payment. It is kno 
to all Europe, as well as to every Man in this Nation, t 
the two principal Points in Diſpute between Spain and 
were Reparation for paſt Sufferings, and no Search in Tit 
to come. The Spaniards, I believe, were from the Beg 
ning reſolved to grant us neither the one nor the. other, | 
were willing to negotiate with us as long as we pleaſc 
becauſe, in the mean time, they had an Opportunity to 
rich themſelves by the Plunder of our Merchants; and t 
a Suſpenſion at leaſt of ſearching till the Point of Rig 
ſhould be determined, ought to have been a Preliminary 
any Negotiation, yet we not only entered-upon a Negot 
tion, but have concluded two Treaties with them, withd 
| Ripulating fo much as a Suſpenſion of ſearching our Sh 
upon the open Seas. Inthis manner we continued to ney 
tiate with them for almoſt twenty Vears, and would, 1 
lieve, have ſtill continued to do fo, if the Spirit of the 
tion had not at laſt riſen up againſt this tedious, hopele 
and unequal Method of Negotiation 3 for the late Conve 
tion gave us nothing but a new Fund for Negotiation. 
8 gave us no Security, it gave us no Satisfaction, it gave us 


acknowledged to be juſtly due to us. Before this Conv 
tion was concluded, the King of Spain himſelf; had allov 
fix of our Ships to have been unjuſtly:ſeized : Theſe fix Shi 

I T ſuppoſe, he reckoned worth 27,000!. and this was all 


Reparation he would agree to give. If we would accepo 


| this Reparation, releaſe all other Demands, and * 
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Point, of Search, as well as all other Diſputes, to a new Anno: 
Negotiation the Spaniards were willing to conclude Tea if 
or Chen ith us ; and fo fond were we of having a 
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Treaty of ſome fort or other, that we apron is theſe Terms. * 
But he this Treaty was, net cenſured, 1s, in my Opinion, it 
opght to have been, within Dpors, yet it was ſo much cen- 
ured,'and fo loudly and generally exclaimed againſt without 
Doors, that our Miniſters ſaw, the Nation would neither 
give ap. nor bear to negotiate any longer about the Point of 
Search, nor would it tar with ſeeing the South-Sea Com- 
pany made a Sacrifice of to the unjuſt Reſentment of the 
Court of, Spain. -/'., . e So 
This the Court of Spain were ſenſible of, as well as our 
Miniſters ; and as the Court of Spain were reſolved not to 
yie!d to us in either of theſe Points, they ſaw, that a War 
vas una voidable, even tho they had paid the 95, oool. ſtipu- 
lated by the Convention. Therefore, as I have ſaid, it was 
dot the Non-payment of that Sum that was the Cauſe of 
the War, but it was the Unavoidableneſs of a War that was 
the Cauſe of that Non. payment; and it was the Court of 
Spain's ohſtinately inſiſting upon theſe two Points, which of 
their Side were moſt unjuit, that was the Cauſe of a War's 
becoming unavoidable, ' This every Man of Senſe, both 
Abroad and at Home, is fully apprized of. It is the 
unjuſt Obſtinacy of the Court of Spain, that muſt, by every 
one, be looked on as the Cauſe of the War; but whether 
that Obſtinacy was occaſioned by the Conduct of our Mini- 
ters, is a Queſtion of a different nature, and a Queſtion that 
will, I hope, be ſoon examined into, in the only Place 
where ſuch a Queſtion can be properly examined, 1 mean, a 
lree, an independent, and an unbiaſſed Britiſh Parliament. 
Conſidering the Power of the two Nations; confidering = ' 
the Incapacity of Spain, either to hurt this Nation, or to 
defend ĩtlelf aga inſt us; and confidering how ſeverely it has, 
in former Reigns, felt the Weight of our Reſentment, it 
muſt be allowed, Sir, that the Obſtinacy of the Court of 
Spain, in Points that are fo manifeſtly unjuſt, is beth ſut- 
prizing and unaccountable. It muſt be allowed to be a ſuffi- 
cient Cauſe for ſuſpecting the Conduct of our Negotiators, 
and as Suſpicion is a good Cauſe for a parhamentary Enquiry, 
for this Reaſon, if there were. none other, their Conduct 
ought to be ſtrictly enquired into, and all Papers neceſſary 
for that Purpoſe ought;to be laid before us. But according 
to the Honourable Gentleman's way of arguing, it will al- 
ways be either too early or too late, to call for any Papers 
that may give Light into the Conduct of a Miniſter, Whilſt 
le is alive, and entruſled by the Crown, it will always be 
Vor. VI. C r 
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Anno 1g, Geo too early for this Houſe to call for any Papers relating to his f 
IL 1739. Conduct, becauſe you may thereby diſcover the-Secrets of { 
the Government: In Time of Peace you may thereby dif- al 
turb, or render fruitleſs, his Negotiations for preventing a 0 
War; and in Time of War, you may thereby diſcover his 
Schgmes for carrying it on, Thus, whilſt he is alive, and 0! 
favoured by the Crown, it will always be too early to call pl 
for any Papers relating to his Conduct; and after he is ar 
dead, I am ſure, it will be too late to enquire into his Con. C 
duct. At this Rate, Sir, you muſt never enquire into the . 
Conduct of any Miniſter, whilſt he continues in favour with di 
the Crown; and if this ſhould be laid down as a Maxim, it 
would deſtroy the chief Uſe of Parliaments. The Nation it. 
would have no legal way left of getting rid of a weak o ſec 
wicked Miniſter; and if this ſhould ever come to be or rel 
Caſe, it would be ridiculous in us to boaſt of the Happineſs Dal 
of our Conſtitution, or to ſay, Weare a free People. alc 
For this Reaſon, Sir, I hope the Arguments which the Up 
Honourable Gentleman has been pleaſed to make uſe of, wil Ki 
have no Weight, either in this Caſe, or any other of the in 
like nature. But in this Caſe, there is not the leaſt room fo If 
making uſe of ſuch an Argument; becauſe it is impoflibl at t 
to ſuppoſe the Papers, now called for, contain any Secret o 
that ought not to be diſcovered, without ſuppoſing our Mini eve 
= ſters to have been guilty of great Weakneſs, and this, bro 
| hope, the Honourable Gentleman is far from ſuppoſing, o lien 
deſiring others to ſuppoſe. ber 
a 
Robert Tracy, Eſq; — 
S1 R, Vig 
Robert Tracy, The very Argument the Honourable Gentlemen haz a Pi 
Eſqz made uſe of in favour of this Motion, is with me an Arg #34 
ment for being againſt it. They ſay, it is neceſſary to mak G 
a ſolemn parliamentary Ry into the late Conduct q 
our public Affairs, and therefore, it is ueceſſary to have the 
Papers laid before us. Now, I think, it is not in the lea ö 
neceſſary to make any Enquiry into the late Conduct of o Way 
public Affairs, and therefore, [ think, there is no Neceſſi if o 
for our having theſe Papers, or any other Papers of the lil the 
nature Jaid before us. I entertain no Suſpicions, that the Nati 
was either Weakneſs, or Wickedneſs, in any of our la nou! 
Meaſures: I think they were all as prudent and as right ud, 
could be expected from human Wiſdom ; and I have thy o 
Comfort, that my Opinion has always been, and, I hop luce 
ſtill is the Opinion of Parliament. 1 do not remember th ego 
any one public Meaſure has lately been taken, but what! wa 
ve 


had the previous Conſent, or the poſterior Approbation 
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Parliament ; and therefore, I can ſee no Reaſon why we Anno, 13 Geo, 
mould interrupt our Miniſters in the Proſecution of the juſt II. 1739. 
and neceſſa ar we are now engaged in, by putting them 
upon their Trial before this Aﬀembly, * 

« I can find no Fault, Sir, with any Part of the Conduct 
of thoſe who are now our Miniſters, but I am really fur. 
prized at the Conduct of thoſe that oppoſe them, and who 
are now the Advocates for this Motion. They ſeem in their 
Conduct, or, at leaſt, in ſome Part of it, to imitate a Man 
whom, ] am certain, they do not like. The King of Spain, 
Sir, ſeems to have laid it down as a Maxim, that he may 
abdicate the Crown, and take it up again, whenever he thinks 
fit, He has already done ſo once ; but if he abdicates a 
ſecond . time, I hope they won't again give him leave to 
reſume. I hope he will be ſerved as a neighbouring Mo- 
narch was, who, it is thought, had likewiſe a Deſign of re- 
aſcending the Throne, but was prevented by being locked 
up in a Caſtle. e Gentlemen in the Oppoſition, like the 
King of Spain, have once already retired from their Seats 
in this Houſe, and like him too, have again reſumed them : 
If they do ſo a ſecond time, I think they ought to be taken 
at their Word, and prevented from having it in their Power 

to return. The King of Spain, and his Queen together, 
ever fince he reſumed the Crown, have been raiſing continual 
Broils and Diſturbances in Europe: In this too theſe Gen- 
lemen ſeem to imitate him: They ſeem, I think, to come 
dere only with a Deſign to raiſe Diſturbances, and to impede 
and retard the public Meaſures, at a Time when every En- 
zine of Government ought to be left to act with the utmoſt 
Vigour and FregJom. Even this Motion I mult look on as 
i Proſecution of the ſame Deſign, and therefore, I ſhall be 
gainſt our agreeing to it.“ | 

George Heathcote, Eſq; 

77; | 

Whatever the Honourable Gentleman that ſpoke laſt e. Heach- 
nay*think, whatever the Majority of this Houſe may think cote, Eſq; 
our late public Meaſures, I am very ſure the Majority of 
the Nation do not approve of them. The Majority of the 
Nation not only diſapproved of the pacific, negotiating Hu- 
nour that for ſo many Years prevailed amongſt us; but they 
ad, they do ſtill ſuſpect, that our Negotiators were either 
nolt egregiouſly impoſed on by the Court of Spain, or in- 
luced from ſome 2 Motives of their own, to continue 
teyotiating, and ſuffering our Merchants to be plundered, 
iter their being fully affured that their Negotiations could 
lave no Succeſs, If the former was their Caſe, they were 
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e ee ilty of n. 9 pernicious 09, ; if th be 57 
I 1739. n heinous Wickedneſs. 55 is the way e e | 
with almoſt every Man without, gprs, nay, 195 is the Wal 


of talking with al moſt every. Man 7b oors, 
not paid for talking otherwile ; and, indeed, the very 2. 
of the Caſe muſt, in my Opinion, make every. Mad thin] 
fo, whatever way he may talk. Is i is now almoſt twent 
Years fince the Spaniards ſet up their Pretepce to a Ri git 8 
ſearching our Ships in the American. Fave and 10 121 | 
confiſcating ſuch as had what they were ple ſealel to ig 6 
traband Goods on board. It is almoſt twenty Years ſia 
they began to exerciſe this Right, and they bave continue 
to exerciſe it without Interruption, and with $5 acce 
except when they ſuſpended it, that they, m 25 rie 
reaſſume the Exerciſe of it with the more $a 
If they had only ſet up ſuch a Right, Sir, wi t mal 
ing uſe of it, or if the Uſe they made of it had Jon - 
immediate Prejudice to this Nation, we might. have 1 neg 
riated with them about it for ſome Years, we might ha 
delayed inſiſting peremptorily upon their giving it up 
expreſs Terms; but, as they not only ſet it up , but ma 
;uſe of it; and as the Uſe they made of it nag nhniely pt 
judicial, as well as diſhonourable to the Natiof! it is amaz 
that we did not bring them to a poſitive Declaration up 
this Head many Vears ago: One would really think, ; 
Miniſters were infatuated, and cannot help concluding, tl 
they muſt either have been molt egregiouſly impoſed on 
the Court of Spain, or that, with their Eyes open, tt 
ſacrificed the Rights, the Honour, the Trade, and the Na 
gation of their Country, to ſome private Views of th 
own. Before this Diſpute came to an open Rupture, ; 
quent Attempts were made in this Houfe to enquire into t 
Part of our Miniſter's Conduct, and Motions were frequen 
made for having ſuch Papers laid before us, as were neg 
ſary for that Purpoſe; but, we were then told, that 
laying ſuch Papers before us would interrupt the Courſe 
our Negotiations, and would, probably, make a War u 
voidable, which might be otherwiſe prevented. This 
; ways prevented any Enquiry into the Conduct of our Ne 
tiators, during the Courſe of their Negotiations; and, I 
we are told, you mult not have the Papers neceſſary 
ſuch an Enquiry laid before you, becauſe it will diſco 
thoſe Schemes that have been concerted by our wile M 
ſlers for carrying on the War. 
Sir, an Honourable Gentleman has already ſhewn, ed 
it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe any ſuch Diſcovery can be = Oba. 
by the Papers now called for; but I will go farther, I | 
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fiſt upon it, Mat ſach 9 it it were made, could Anno 13 G 
do us 10 Prejudice) but that on the contchry, it may be of II 175. 
great Service. We bave no Occafion, Sir, to malce a Secret 5 
of any of dur Deſipns againſt the Spainiſſi Weſt Indies, and 
there; I'hape, moſt of our Schemes againſt Spain are, and 
will be laid. Suppoſe our Miniſters had, during their late 
Negotiations, concerted ſuch hoſtile Schemes, and 

they were ſo weak, as to communicate thoſe Schemes to our 
ea. Commanders, dur Governors, ot our Conſuls, and to 
have ſent Iuſtructions for eatryiag them into Execution, be- 
fore they knew whether they were to be executed or no; 
for tho they may be wiſe, I do not take them to be Coq 
ters, and, therefore, I cannot ſuppoſe, they knew what 
Reſolutions the Court of Spain would come to, upon our 
making a peremptory Demand. I ſay, ſuppoſe all that in 
this Cafe can be ſuppoſed, is it, now that War is declared an 
the Power of Spoin to prevent the Execution of ſurh 
Schemes, or to take any Meaſures for rendering the Execu- 
tion more difficult? Sappoſe we had concerted a Scheme ſor 
making an Attack upon the Havana, upon Carthagena, 
Vera- Cruz, or any of the other Spaniſh Settlements in Ame- 
rica, could the Spaniards now ſend a Reinforcement of 
Troops to any of thoſe Places, if we take proper Meaſures 
to prevent it? Whilſt we are Maſters at Sea, it is evident 
they cannot; therefore a Diſcovery of ſuch Schemes can do 
no Prejudice, but may be of Service to the Nation, becauſe 
it may frighten the Court of Spain into a Compliance with 
cor juſt Demands, which is the only way they have, or can 
uke for preventing the Execution of them. 

The Obſlinacy of the Court of Spain, during the Courſe 
of our Negotiations, I am convinced, Sir, proceeded en- 
rely from the Ignorance or the Timidity of our Negotia- 
W tors, which gave that Court Reafon to think, either that 
ve did not underſtand our own Rights, or that we were 
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t ifraid of endeavouring to vindicate them by Force of Arms; 
irſe ind now that War is declared, I am convinced, that their 
ru Obltinacy in continuing the War, rather than ſubmit to 
his reaſonable Terms, can proceed from nothing but a Belief, 
Ne that we either do not know how to proſecute the War, or 


chat we dare not proſecute it in the proper Way, for fear 
of diſobliging their Friends the French. If from a Diſcovery 
of our Schemes, it ſhould appear, that we both know how 
to proſecute the War, and dare proſecote it in the proper 
Way, which, I hope, will appear, whenever our Schemes 
ue diſcovered, I am perſuaded, it would put an End to the 
Obſtinacy of the Spaniards, and, confequently, to the pre- 
ent War, which muſt be allowed to be inconvenient for 
9, 
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i of them have ſuffered by the Tediouſneſs.of our Negotia 
tions: Moſt of them complained of our continuing ſo long 
to negotiate, under the Inſults and Depredations, we wer 
thereby expoſed to; and as our Negotiations now appear tq 
have been fruitleſs, thoſe that are to ſuſſer by the Wa? 
have Reaſon to aſk, why they were made to ſuffer ſo muc 
by the Peace? In this they expect Satisfaction from. Parlia 
ment, and if they ſhould be diſappointed, they will, I fear 
have the ſame Opinion of us, that moſt of them, I believe 
have of our late Negotiators: They will think, we have 
ter Regard to our own Eaſe and Tranquillity,. than w 
ve to the Honour of the Nation, or the Happineſs of thi 
People; which is a Character I ſhall always endeavour t( 
avoid, and, therefore, I mult be for agreeing to the Motio 


now under our Conſideration. Aff 
Sir John Barnard. 
ite 
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Sir John Bar- I Have always attended my Duty in this Houſe, ar 
nard. always ſhall, as long as the People freely and voluntaril 
do me the Honour of chuſing me one of their Repreſer 
tatives; but if we are never to enquire into the Conduct o 

any Miniſter, till that Miniſter, or the Crown, gives 
Leave to do ſo, our attending here, or our meeting togethe 
in this Houſe, will be of very little Signification to 
People; for, I may venture to propheſy, that if ever 
- ſhould have a Houſe of Commons ſo complaiſant to tt 
Crown, as not to enquire into the Conduct of any of it 
| Miniſters, without a Conge for that Purpoſe, ſuch a Houf 
of Commons will be as complaiſant in every other Reſpect 
and will conſequently agree to every Law the Crown ma 
be pleaſed to propoſe, and to every Grant the Crown ma 

be pleaſed to demand, and iuſiſt on. Like ſome of t 
petty States in France or Germany, we may make humbl 
Remonſtrances to our Sovereign, and repreſent our Inabilit 
to comply with the Free-gift demanded of us; but when 9 
Sovereign, or his Prime Miniſter, ſays, it muſt be dove 
we may depend on it, that ſuch a Houſe of Commons w1 
always ſubmit and agree to what is demanded of ther 
- The Gentlemen of the other Side of the Queſtion ſhoy 
be cautious of mentioning any Thing that has been * 
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lone in Spain, for there are many Things now done in Anno 13, Ceo. 
that Kingdom. which neither would nor could be done, II. 2 En 
if their Cartez had preſerved their antient Freedom and In- 'N% 
dependency ; and, if the Maxims theſe Gentlemen have 
teen pleaſed to advance upon this Occaſion ſhould ever be 
received in this Kingdom, our Parliaments will ſoon become 
u complaiſant to the Crown, and of as little Uſe to the | 
People, as the Cortez now are in Spain. | | 4 N 
© A Parliamentary Enquiry into a Miniſter's Conduct is, | 
fad, very much miſtaken by the Gentlemen who oppoſe 
this Queſtion, Sir, it is not a Trial: It is a Sort of Debt 
W which every Miniſter owes to the Public. A Miniſter is 
I: Sort of Agent or Steward for the Public; and is not 
trery Steward obliged to give an Account of his Steward- 
hip? When a Lord happens, upon the View of his 
Affairs, to be perfectly ſatisfied with the Management of his 
Steward, he may fave himſelf the Trouble of examining, 
Wc: appointing others to examine particularly into his Ste- 
ward's Conduct and Accounts; and, in the fame Manner, 
ben a Nation happens, upon the general View of public 
Affairs, to be perfectly well fatisfied with the Conduct of 
1s Miniſters, there is no Neceſſity for a particular Enquiry 
WE into their Conduct; but, will any Gentleman fay, this is 
Wy our Caſe at preſent ? Sir, our Conduct, as Members of this 
Houſe, is not, in this Caſe, to be directed by our own Opi- 
ton. This Houſe is not the Lord to whom our Miniſters 
ue to anſwer for their Conduct: The People is the Lord to 
whom they are to anſwer, and we are appointed by the 
people to examine into their Conduct and Accounts. There- 
bre, when the People in general, or a great Part of them, 
tem diſſatisfied with the Conduct of public Affairs, it is our 
Duty, whatever we ourſelves may think, to make a firiRt 
nd impartial Enquiry into the Conduct of our Miniſters, 
nd to call for all Papers that may be neceſſary for that 
Purpoſe. This is not ſubjecting our Miniſters to a Trial, 
t is only making them give an Account to the People, of 
ter Stewardſhip, which is an Obligation they lay them- 


ma elves under, when they accept of being the Minifters of 
Fl | Crown, and conſequently the Stewards of the People; 
100 bi ad they ought to be ready to perform this Obligation, 


then, and as often as the People may pleaſe to require it. 
m ſorry it is not performed much oftner than has been 
al of late Years: I am ſure, the oftner it is performed, 
de more it will redound to the Honour of a good Admini- 
tation, the better Safe-guard it will be to the People again 
de Frauds and Oppreſſions of a bad one. 

* In private Lite, Sir, we know that a good — 
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| Ar geo. Steward is, deſirous of having his Management 
125 counts examined ang ſettled as often as ble t. 
K that has honeſl Intentions defires to. have long, or, 
perplexed Accounts; and therefore, an Examinatio 

them can give him no Concern, nor can it give him 

Frouble, or take up any conſiderable Part of. hie Tin 

In public Life, I am convinced it will l — 

When there is no Fraud nor Myſtery in a Miniſter t. Con 
duct, he will be defirous of having it often enquired ino 
Such Examination can give him no Trouble, nor take. uy 
any Part of his Time; becauſe his Papers, his Vouchers 
his Meaſures may be eaſily ,underſtood, and will juſtify 
themſelves. Therefore, when I fird Miniſters cutting an 
ſhuffling, and making uſe of all their Art to prevent a 
Examination into their Conduct, it will —— WI 
me, a ſlrong Argument for an immediate and firia Er 
iry. But now, it ſeems, we, muſt, not enter upon 
— becauſe it will take off the Thoughts of our MI 
niſters from the Proſecution of the juſt and neceſſary W. 
we are at preſent engaged in. Sir, I am ſurprized o hes 
this Argument made uſe of; for, it is very well know: 
that none of our Generals or Admirals have had any chi- 
Concern in our Adminiſtration for theſe ſeveral Y.cars, ng 
has any one of them ever once been employed in our N 
gotiations ; therefore their Thoughts can he no way take 
up by an Enquiry into our late Conduct, and I muſt this 
that in Time of War, our. Generals and Admirals oug 
to be his Majeſty's chief Counſellors. ; I wiſh they k 
been ſo for ſome Years paſt : If they had, we ſbquld nc 
I believe, have ſuffered ſo much by our Negotiations. 
the Advice of ſome of them had been followed, I am cc 
vinced, the War would have been begun and happily end 
long before this Time; and, for this Reaſon, I do n 
know, but an Enquiry into our paſl Conduct may be c 
of the beſt Things we can do for the public Good, beca 
it will take up the Time of our Negotiators, aw prev 
their interrupting our Generals and Admirals in the Pro 
cution of the War. 4958; | 
It is not poſſible, Sir, for our Miniſters, with all cha 
Art, to ſhew, that an Enquiry into their pacific, Cond 
can be attended with any one Diſadvantage. to the Nation 
and, if any great Part of the People appear diſſatisfied w 
their Conduct, I-have ſhewn, that it is: our Duty to enqu 
into it. Will any Gentleman ſay, that no great Fart 
the People appear diſſatisfied with our long and tedious Þ 
gotiations ? While theſe pacific Meaſures were carry 
on, the People appeared diflatisfied with them, and — | 
he 
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hewed 'their DifſuiofaQion by many Petitions preſented tg Anno. Geo.” 
this Houle. ©'T3 it poſſible to . ſuppoſe, they are now leſg II. ; 
diſſatisſied than they were at that Time? If our pacific Mea. 
fares had ended in an honourable and ſolid Treaty of Peace, 
they might at laſt have given ſome Satisfaction: The People 
would haye forgot and forgiven the Inſults "and Loffes the 
Nation was expoſed to, by tue Methods that were taken for 
obtaining ſo good an End. But our Negotiations enled in a 
moſt inſignificant Convention, which was called the Prelimi- 
naries to a definitive Treaty of Peace, but it has flüce ap- 
peared to be the Preliminaries toa dangerous War, In theſe 
Circumſtances, is it not natural for the People to enquire, 
what. Hopes, what Foundation, we had for continuing a 
pacific Negotiatiqn for ſo many Years, under all the Diſad- 
rantages of a real War? Is it not natural for the People to 
enquire, how we came to allow the Spaniards quietly, on 
our Part at leaſt, to wreft from 'our antient Ally the Empe- 
zor, the rich and beautiful Kingdom of the Two Sicilies ? Is 
it not natural for the People ' ro enquire, how we came to 
put ourſelves to the Expence of ſending a large Squadron to 
tonduct Don Carlos triumphantly to the Poſſeſſion of that 
Kingdom ? And all this, without their giving us the leaſt 
fatisfation as to any one Point between them and us. Sir, 
be People will enquire into theſe Ir ne yoa do not 
ie them Satisfaction by a previous parliamentary Enquiry, 
bey will condemn as well as enquire: They will go far- 
Wl ther, they will condemn you, as to your Characters at leaſt, 
for not having condenined ſuch a weak and pernicious Con- 
duct. | "php Salto ach | 
The Honourable Gentleman, Sir, that ſpoke f:rſt againft 
this Motion, miſtook the Caſe very much waen'he faid, thu 
Convention was approved of by Parliament. If fuch 4 
Queſtion had been put, it would not have paſſed. If the 
(ueſtion had been put in expreſs Terms, approve or diſap- 
prove of that Treaty, it would, I am perfuaded, have been 
lig pproved of, even by this Houſe: It was diſapproved of 
by the whole Nation. I am farprized to heat it now ſaid, 
dat we got by that Treaty any Reparation ſor paſt Inju- 
nes, or any Security againſt future. If the Spaniards had 
pad us the 95, oool. thereby ſtipulated, we, or at leaſt our 
Huth Sea Company, muſt have paid them back 68,000]. of 
that Sum, or have loſt their Right to the Aſſiento Contract; 
that all the Reparation promiſed was only 27,0001. which k 
das not near equal to the Value of the fx Ships, the Spa- aa 
nards had before acknowledged to have been unjultly ſeized, 
Thus it is evident, that no SatisfaQtion or Reparation was 
much as ſtipulated for the injured Honour of the Nation, 
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and a very inſignlficant one for the Loſſes of our Mer. 
chants. Tags to the Point of Search, Hamer 
gainſt it was ſo much as ſtipulated : It was expreſſy. referred 
to be regulated by Plenipotentiarics; that is to. ag, it was 
on our Part tacitly given up. We got nothing, therefore by 
that Convention, but a new Fund for 8 as an 
Honourable Gentleman has already ſaid in this Debate; and 
this our Miniſters would, I believe, have remained fatisfied 
with, for ſome Years longer, if the Spirit of the Nation 
would have given them leave; but they ſaw they durſt not 
continue to negotiate any longer upon the former Footing, | 


and Spain would treat with them upon no other. 
This, Sir, was the true Source of the War. Spain did 
not refuſe to perform her Part of the Convention, becauſe 
ſhe thought is good for us, but begauſe ſhe ſaw that her mak 
ing the flipulated Payment would not prevent a War, unleſs 
ſhe likewiſe did us Juſtice with reſpe& to the other Points in 
Diſpute. This ſhe reſolved not to do, and therefore ſhe 
reſolved not to put 95,000]. into the Hands of a People 
from whom ſhe expected an immediate Attack. This, Sir, 
was the true Reaſon why Spain did not pay us the 95,000]. 
at the Time appointed; but, when I am thus conſidering the 
Reaſon why Spain did not make that ſtipulated Payment, 
I cannot but obſerve, that in all her Maniſeſto's, he attri- 
butes that Non-payment to Agreements which the Parliament 
never heard of; and this furniſhes us with a new, and a very 
ſtrong Argument for enquiring into our Negotiations, pre- 
vious to that Convention, in order to ſee whether the Court 
of Spain have any juſt Ground for alledging and inſiſting 
upon ſuch Agreements; for if they have, we ought at leal 
to cenſure thoſe that made ſuch Agreements, before we pu 
niſh Spain for inſiſting upon them. = 
Thus, Sir, in every Light the Queſtion can be put, iti 
appears neceſſary for us to enquire into our late pacific Con 
duct. In no Light can it be ſuppoſed, that ſuch an Enquiry 
will be attended with any Danger or Diſadvantage to the 
Nation; and, as the Papers now called for are ngeceſſary fo 
our Information, upon ſuch an Enquiry, therefore, J hope, 
the Motion will be agreed to. 1 1 
Sir Robert Walpole. 
81 R, | | | 
© T had not the good Fortune of being here upon the hilt 
Motion, but I have been informed of it, and of the Fate it 
met with. I think the Houſe was much in the right in put- 
ting a Negative upon it, and, I hope, you will do the ſame 
with regard to the Motion now before you. The Queſtion 


* p 
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| hope, I ſhall never ſee ths Right diſputed hereafter, tho L 
it has been in former Times warmly conteſted and poſitively 
denied: Bat theſe Times, thank God! are over: Our 
happy Conſtitution is now ſo well underſtood, and the Rights 
of this Houſe ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, that no Man, I believe, 
or the future, will ever deny our Right to enquire. But 
mere may be ſuch a Thing as an improper or imprudent 
Y Enquiry ; and the Queſtion now before us is, whether it 
would not be improper to enter upon any ſuch Enquiry at 
this Time, and whether it would not be imprudent to make 


ae: public Enquiry into the Conduct of our Negotiations 
ik. with Spain. - v4 . 
les © For my own Part, Sir, I ſhould be extremely glad to 


have thoſe Negotiations enquired into in the moſt ſtrict, the 
noſt impartial, and the moſt public manner, if no Damage 
could from thence enſue to' the Nation. This, I fay, I 
hould be extremely glad of, becauſe I am convinced, it 
yould redound very much to the Honour of his Majeſty, 
ind of every one employed by him in carrying on thoſe 
Negotiations.” On his Majeſty's Part nothing would appear 
ut the utmoſt Candour, the utmoſt Regard for the Rights 
eo his People, and the moſt tender Concern for their Tran- 
We illity, Safety, and Happineſs : Whereas, on the Part of 
= ipain, there would appear nothing but Quibble, Chicane, 
and the moſt difingenuous manner of treating: Seeming to 
BY fant one Day what they denied the next; and continual 
repeated Promiſes, that all ſhould be made eaſy in a little 
Time. It is to this that we are chiefly to aſcribe the Tedi- 
aulneſs of our Negotiations. His Majeſty, from his Con- 
ern for the Peace and Welfare of his People, was unwilling 
W come to a Rupture with Spain, as long as there were ary 
Hopes left of being able to accommodate all our Diſputes 


vir ys ; 
ho Wy ith that Nation in an amicable manner; and theſe Hopes 
ſor vere kept alive by the repeated Aſſurances given, from 
pe, lime to Time, by the Court of Spain, and the plauſible 


ncuſes they were furniſhed with, from the great Diſtance of 
le Places where proper Enquiries were to be made, and 
tom the imperfect Accounts ſent them by their Governors 
u America. | 

W © Theſe Aſſurances and Excuſes, I fay, Sir, prolonged 
Wu Negotiations, and prevented his Majeſty's reſolving to 


te it 
put-W lare Recourſe to Arms, till he ſaw there was no depending 
ame 7on any Promiſes they could make, or upon the moſt ſo- 


enn Treaty that could be concluded with them; and there - 
re, Lam convinced, a parliamentary Enquiry into theſe 
3 \, Negotiations, 


;z not about the Right this Houſe has to enquire into any Anno, 13 Geo. 
public Mea ſure, or into the Conduct of any public Miniſter, II. 1739. 


WWNY carrying them on. But, I mult beg leave to think, that 
38 they are not a fit Subject for a parliamentary Enquiry, no 
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| Anno1z,Geo, Negotiations would redound . very much to the Honour e 
II. 1 every Gentleman that was concerned either in adviſing of 


is the . preſent a proper Time for the Parliament's entering 


upon a Diſquiſition into any public Meaſure. In all Caſe mi 
of a foreign nature, we ought to be extremely cautious of Pr 
reſolving to enquire into them, in a parliamentary way WW ric 
becauſe no ſuch Enquiry can be carried on, without running as 
a great Riſk of diſcovering Secrets that may give foreigi tio 
Courts a great Advantage over us, and ſuch, perhaps, at Oe 
may render every Court in Europe not a little ſhy of enter lan 
ing into any Negotiation with us. When we have a Mini the 
ſter at a foreign Court, it is often peceſſary for him, in hi the 
Letters, to give an Account of the perſonal Characters, the the 
particular Intereſts, and the private Converſations of th tio! 
Miniſters and Favourites of the Court at which he reſides Op 
and, I-muſt beg of Gentlemen to confider, whether Foreign bon 
ers would think it either decent or honourable in us, to ex reg 
poſe ſuch Letters to public View, and whether it would no In \ 
make every Court in Europe extremely ſhy of enterin tho 
into any future Negotiation with the Court of Great Bri lo 
tain. , VP By: 
« I could nrention many other Circumſlances, Sir, whic bble 
mult always make it inconvenient and hazardous, to ſet u ver 
a parliamentary Enquiry into any foreign Meaſure, but wh lav 
I- have ſaid will, I hope, be ſufficient for convincing yoꝗ * 
that no ſuch Enquiry ought to be ſer up, unleſs the Meaſur cur 
appears to have been monſtrouſly abſurd, and that, by ſuc Hoy 
an Enquiry, ſome Methods may be found for repairing th whe 
Damage the Nation may have ſuffered, or preventing th 1 
Danger the Nation may have been led into by that ſoreig i er 
Meaſure: Let us now examine, if either of theſe be ti cont 
Caſe, wich regard to our late pacific Conduct, as Gentlemeſ bou 
are pleaſed to call it. Surely, it cannot be called monſtrouſii ur 
abſurd, becauſe it is but two Years ago, that this very Hou ion 
of Commons adviſed his Majeſty to continue his Negotit [tm 
tions, and to uſe his Endeavours with his Catholic Majeſt of E 
to obtain effectual Relief for his injured Subjects. Accor u 
ing to this Advice, his Majeſty renewed his Endeavour but | 
obtain Redreis in an amicable manner, and the Court e lireC 
Spain now finding that bare Promiſes or Aſſurances wou ſu 
not do, they carried their Diſingenuity ſuch a Length, th le. 
they actual iy agreed to, and ſigned a ſolemn Treaty, withiß de y 
a Year aftcr this Advice was given to his Majeſty, by h vrſe 


Parliament. 1 Adra 
* Whether the Convention was a right Treaty or no, Ws 
1 ne 
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Houſe cannot call it monſtrouſly abſurd ; becauſe tho' we 


of it, that we adviſed his Majeſty to proceed upon it; and 
upon the Footing of that Treaty, our Plenipotentiaries im- 
mediately inſiſted upon the Crown of Spain's giving up all 
Pretences to any Right of ſearching our Ships in the Ame- 
= rican Seas; ſo that I cannot ſee, how we can now ſo much 
ing 25 find fault with that Treaty, or with any of the Negotia- 
a tions that either preceded or ſucceeded it. But, upon this 
Occaſion, Sir, I muſt obſerve, that ſome Gentlemen are ſo 
languine, and ſo much wedded to their own Opinion, that 
they never think there can be any,thing in what is ſaid againft 
them ; and for this Reaſon, I believe, they never examine 
che Arguments or Objects of their Opponents with Atten- 
tion, For my Part, I am not ſo ſanguine: There is no 
Opinion of mine, where I will not admit, that there may be 
Wy omething in what is ſaid againſt it. This is my Caſe, with 
regard to the Convention. There was, perhaps, ſomething. 
in what was faid againſt it; but upon the whole, I then 
Wy thought, I ſtill think, the Argument in its favour was 
© ironger and better ſupported, than the Argument againſt it. 
ly accepting that Treaty, we have rendered Spain inexcuſe- 
ble; whereas, if we had begun Hoſtilities when ſuch Terms 
eerre offered us, I am afraid moſt Courts in Europe would 
Juve laid the Blame of the War at our Door. | 
= + Having now ſhewn, Sir, that our pacific Conduct, or 
aur Negotiations, tedious as they were, cannot, by this 
Houſe, be called monſtrouſly abſurd ; I ſhall next examine, 
Whether we can, by enquiring into theſe Negotiations, repair 
Wy Damage the Nation has ſuffered, or obviate any Dan- 
er it lies expoſed to. If ſuch an Enquiry could any way 
th contribute to our Succeſs in the War, or to the bringing 
bout a ſpeedy and honourable Peace, I ſhould be as much 
Wor it as any Gentleman in this Houſe; but, in my Opi- 
ion, it may do us great Prejudice in both theſe Reſpects. 
WE |: may unfold ſuch Secrets, as will make ſome of the Powers 
Europe our Enemies that are now our Friends, or ſuch as 
Wy inſtruct the Enemy, not only how to defend themſelves, 
but how to hurt us; and tho' none of our Generals may be 
directly and perſonally concerned, yet, ſuch a public Conteſt 
v ſuch an Enquiry mult neceſſarily occaſion, will take off 
e Attention of the whole Nation from the Proſecution of 
e War, and may raiſe ſuch Heats and Animoſities amongſt 
Wurſelves, as will be a great Hindrance to us, and a great 
Auantage to the Enemy; which fatal Effect we ſhall have 
e more Reaſon to dread, when we reflect, that there was 
| never 


o 


K 
4 


not the Queſtion now to be determined, but, I ath ſure, this Anno 13, 
did not in expreſs Terms approve of it, we ſo far approved. 


; n Fe. 
Anno 13;'Ges never yet a parliamentary Enquiry, which did fot 'producs 
II. 1739. one Party that thought they had diſcovered great Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, and another Party that thought they 


had diſcovered none. e $7 | alu 
hie, Sir, leads me naturally to conſider the Propriety n 


of the Time for making the Enquiry | propoſed. Suppoſe 
our late Negotiations with Spain were /a proper Subject 
for a parliamentary Enquiry, which, I hope, I have ſhewn; 
they are not; yet, I cannci think, any Gentieman will ſay; 
that the very Beginning of a heavy and dangerous War, is: 
proper Time for us to ſet up ſuch an Enquiry into any 
Affair, either of a foreign or domeſtic nature, eſpecially wher 
it cannot be ſaid, that there is the leaſt Danger in delaying 
it, or that we can reap any Benefit or Advantage from it, 
except the Satisfaction of puniſhing thoſe that were con 
cerned in theſe Negotiations, in cafe it ſhould appear that 
they have injured their Country by their Crimes, their Neg 
lea, or their Imprudence. Public Juſtice, I ſhall grant, muſk 
be a Sz» isfaction to every one who wiſhes well to the Public 
but a Delay is no Pardon; and, I hope this War will not b 
of fuch a long Continuance, as to out-live all thoſe who were 
conperned in the Negotiations that preceded it. A prope 
and feaſonable Time will come for enquiring into any or al 
of our late public Tranſactiens: I hope it will come before 
any of thoſe Perſons are dead, that were concerned in out 
"= late Negotiations, and when that Time comes, if an En 
quiry ſhould appear neceſſary, I ſhall moſt readily concur ir 
it; and, if any of our Negotiators ſhould appear to have 
been Pguilty, either of Weakneſs or Wickedneſs, I ſhall be 
as ready as any Gentleman in this Houſe, to cenſure or pu 
niſh them. | 
For thefe Reaſons, Sir, I think it would be both impro 
per and imprudent in us, at preſent, to make a parliamenta 
_ Enquiry into any late public Tranſa&tion, either foreign o 
domeſtic ; and however general the Complaints, or the 8 
— may be among the People, againſt our late pacihd 
nduRt with regard to Spain, we ought not, I think, in thi 
Houſe, to do any thing that is either improper or imprudent 
for the ſake of giving Satisfaction to thoſe that appeat diſſa 
tisfied. But, I do not believe, that the Diſſatisfaction wit! 
thoſe Meaſures, is general among the People without Doors 
or that it, in any Degree, prevails among the better ſort o 
People in the Nation. Thoſe few among us that ſufferec 
by the Spaniſh Depredations in Time of Peace, were, Ib 
lieve, diſpleaſed with our continuing to negotiate after the) 
had ſuffered, and I do not at all wonder at it; for it is natu 


ral for Men to judge of the public Intereſt, from their 
f 1 ow es 


F —— 
dn private Inteteſt and Paſſons: but it is the Duty of Anno 18, Gen | 
Wl thoſe: who are at the Helm of public Affairs. to lay afide all H. 1738 
private Regards, either of their own, or of any Man elſe 
ind to conſider the public Intereſt alone. I wiſh we coul 
ways do ſo in this Houſe: If we did, we ſhould judge 
nore dandidly of one another's Intentions, as well as of t 
latentions of our Miniſters ; for, I am ſure, it is more their 
ntereſt to conſult the public Good in all their Tranſactions, 
dan it is the Intereſt of any other Set of Men in the King. 
dom, becauſe not only the Intereſt of their Country, which 
common to them on other Subjects, but their perſonal 
vifety and Glory depends immediately upon their doing ſo. 
Therefore, when we are to dire& our Conduct in this Houſe 
y the Opinion of our Conſtituents, if ever ſuch a Caſe is to 
he admitted, we ſhould conſider ſeriouſly, not only the gene- 
al Prevalency of ſuch Opinions, but whether or no they 
ve founded upon particular Intereſts, or popular Prejudices ; 
nd, if we do this, I am convinced, - we ſhall find no Cauſe 
auch ſhew any Regard to the Complaints or Suſpicions without 
Doors, againſt our late pacific ConduR. 

* But now ſuppoſe, S.r, that the prefent were a proper 
Fime for enquiring into the Conduct of our late Negotia- 
ions, and that we ought in Prudence to do fo, yet I cannot 
Whiink it would be either proper or neceſſary for us to call for 
Wic Papers now moved for ; neceſſiry it cannot be, Sir, with 
ſpect to molt of the Papers called for; becauſe the Let- 
ers and Inſtructions to our Governors, Admirals, or Con- 
, can have nothing to do with our Negotiations ; and if 
ey were neceſſary, I do not think it would be proper at 
lis Time to call for them. Upon this Subject, Sir, it is 
urdly poſſible for me to ſpeak without running the Riſk of 
Wing miſunderſtood, ſo ready are Gentlemen to miſtake 
Wppoſitions for Aſſertions. However, as we had one Squa- 
on in the Mediterranean, and another in the Weſt. Indies, 
hall ſuppoſe, that there might have been Orders or Inſtruc- 
nus ſent to Admiral Haddock in the Mediterranean, or to 
lmmodore Brown in the Weſt- Indies, to execute ſome De- 
n againſt the Spaniards, in either, or both theſe Places, as | 
on as they ſhould hear froth our Miniſter at the Court of 

ain, that the Negotiations were broke off without any 

ct. This, I fay, I only ſuppoſe; I muſt defire Gentle- 

n to take notice, I do not aſſert; but it may be ſuppoſed, 

auſe a Meſſenger could go much ſooner from Spain to 

ter of theſe Admirals. than he could come to London, 

from thence back again either to the Mediterranean or ny 
W'eit-Indies. Tho? the Spaniards at that Time prevented 8 
& Execution of thoſe Deſigns, by their agreeing to the 

3 N 3 Convention, 
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Anno iz, ceo. Convention, yet now that they have broke chat very Con 
II. 1739 vention, thoſe Deſigns, if there were any ſuch, or ſome 


Edmund Wal- 
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thing like them, are certainly propoſed to be executed ; ang 
if ſo, it would certainly be very wrong to have them diſco 
vered, by having the Papers now called for laid before us 
before they are or can be executed. In ſuch Caſes I ſha 
nt, that his Majeſty is the proper Perſon from whom thi 
House is to take an Anſwer ; but I ſhall never be for calling 
for Papers, when I think it highly probable, that his Ma 
jeu cannot order them to be laid before us, without unfold 
ing Secrets which ought not to be diſcovered; and as I tak 
this to be the Caſe with regard to the Papers now called fo 
I muſt be againſt the Motion. | NT 
This Debate ended in a Negative on the Motion, withor 
a Diviſion, 935 ö 1 | 
Debate on the third Motion. 


no 
Edmund Waller Eſq; wi 
S 1 3 ha 


« Notwithſtanding the bad Succeſs my worthy Frier 
has met with in his Motion, yet I will offer another, and 
do it with the more Aſſurance, becauſe the Motion I pre 
poſe to make, relates but to one particular Point, a 
cannot diſcover any of our deep-laid warlike Defigns, ne 
any Secret that can be of dangerous Conſequence to t 
Public. It can diſcover no ſecret Deſign, unleſs it be 
Deſign to ſacrifice the South Sea Company to the Suce 
of our Negotiations ; and, if there was any ſuch Deſig 
I am convinced every Gentleman will think, *twould | 
of more dangerous Conſequence to. the Public to have 
remain concealed, than to have it now revealed, B 


before I make my Motion, I muſt obviate ſome of i for 
Objections that were made by the Hon. Gentleman wil Cui 
concluded the laſt Debate, againſt Enquiries in general. is n 
his Objections were to hold good, it would never be p will 
dent in this Houſe to enquire into the Conduct of an 
foreign Affair, for in every ſuch Affair, there may be WE tal 
crets in ſome of the Letters or Papers relating to it, t prot 
ought not to be publiſhed for a Century, at-leaſt, after enq 
final Concluſion. But in all ſuch Caſes, we have a Reme Con 
which may be eaſily, and has been oſten applied. W le 
upon our Addreſs, his Majeſty anſwers, that ſeveral of ty le: 
Papers called for, contain Secrets which onght not to perp 
diſcovered, we may name a Secret Committee to inſpect ſuſ ¶ ur 
Papers, and to report ſuch Parts of them only, as ame 
* neceſſary and fit to be communicated ; and a Secret whi_lM nuſt 


regards the public Safety or Welfare, may be as ſafely 
| tru 


5 
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Committee of his Majeſty's Privy Council. The Danger 


our enquirjng into any Affair, either of a foreign or domeſtic 
Nature; and much leſs can it be an Objection to our ad, 
drefling for any Papers; becapſe, till we have his Majeſty's 
Anſwer, we cannot know, nor ought we to Auf obe, they 
contain Secrets which ought not to be diſcovered. a 


the two former Motions, that it would be wrong in this 
Houſe to refuſe calling for. any Papers, becauſe ſome 
amongſt us ſay, they think it probable, that ſuch Papers 
contain Secrets, which ought not to be diſcovered. It 
was, in my Opinion, ſo far from being highly probable, 
that I think it was impoſſible the Inſtructions to our Ad- 
mirals cauld contain any ſecret Schemes or Deſigns ; becauſe 
no ſuch Schemes or Deſigns have been, as yet, executed 
with the utmoſt Expeditiop, in caſe our Negotiations ſhould 
have broke off, ſurely they ought to have been executed 
with as much Expedition, after the Convention's being 
broke through. It is now fix Months fince the Convention 
was openly broke thro' by the Spaniards, and as we have, 
2s yet, heard of the Execution of no hoſtile Schemes, I 
muſt believe, there were none ſuch formed, and much leſs 
communicated to our Admirals or Governors, till after we 
found, that the Spaniards would not perform what they 
had ſq expreſly agreed to in the Convention. 

I beg Pardon, Sir, for touching upon what is paſt, but 
u it may be of ſome Weight with reſpedt to the Motion I 
am to make, I hope the Houſe will excuſe me. The 
Hon. Gentleman aſk'd us, what Advantage. can we expect 


of t from an immediate Enquiry, beſides that of puniſhing the 
n WI Guilty ? which, he fays, we may do -afterwards as well 
al. 13 now, if any ſhould then appear to have been guilty. I 
e p vill tell him one Advantage, Sir, which we may reap by 
F am immediate, and cannot reap by a future, Enquiry : We 


hall prevent the Guilty from being farther guilty, as they 
probably. may be, if their paſt Conduct is not immediately 
enquired into. This, Sir, is an Advantage of the utmoſt 
Conſequence in our preſent” Situation: The Nation may 
de undone by our not laying, hold of it; If our pacific 
Meaſures were carried on by imprudent, puſillanimous, 
perplex'd Counſels, what will become of the Nation, if 
ur warlike Meaſures be carried on by Counſels of the 
ine Sort? Beſides, before the War can be concluded, we 
Wau have new Negotiations ; and, ſhall we allow our 
aure Negotiations to be directed and carried on by thoſe 
Yor. VI. Aa a WhO 


truſted to a ſele& Committee of this Houſe, as to any Argo 13, cen 
1739. 
of a Diſcovery can therefore never be a ſolid Objection to . 


« I ſhall always think, Sir, notwithflanding the Fate of 


* * 
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Anno 12, Geo who have been guilty of ſo. much Weakneſs in our pat; 


II. 1739. 


Sum; as Mr. Keene muſt have known they did not, be 
-cauſe he was Agent for them, as well as Envoy from h 


for ſo doing; for, regularly, he ought to have had an At 
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This, Sir, will probably be the Caſe, iſ we do not imme- 
diately enquire into the Conduct of our 1 Negotiations; 
and . if we do not enquire, I ſhall expect no 
Succeſs in the War, nor any Honour from the Peace. 

For this Reaſon, Sir, I hope, the Hon. Gentleman's 
Arguments againſt an immediate Enquiry will have no 
Effect; and, if we ſhould not think fit to make a general 
Enquiry into all our Negotiations, for fear of diſcovering 
Secrets that may be of dangerous Conſequence to the Pub- 
lic, 1 hope, this will be no Argument againſt our enquiring 
into ſuch Parts of them as cannot poſſibly contain any fuch 
Secret. Of this Sort, I take to be that Part of them which 
relates to the concluding and * late Convention, 
under the Condition expreſſed in his Catholic Majeſty" 
Declaration; for that Dec'aration I muft look on as a Con 
dition annexed to the Convention; and, from Mr. 
Quadra's, and from Mr. Keene's own Letters, ſome Part 
of which I ſhall beg Leave to read to you, it appears tc 
have been looked on as ſuch, by the Court of Spain, and 
to have been accepted 2s ſuch, by him. (Here he read 
ſeveral Paragraphs from Mr. La Quadra's and Mr. Keene' 
own Letters, ſome of which our Club had got Copies of. 
From what I have read to you, Sir, it appears, that the 
Court of Spain inſiſted upon its being declared, that the 
had a Right to ſaſpend the Aſſiento of Negroes, in Caſ 
our South-Sza Company did not ſubject herſelf to pay 
within a ſhort Term, the 68,000 1. ſhe had confeſfed t 
be owing to his Catholick Majeſty. It appears, that the 
not only inſiſted upon a Declaration of this Right, but th: 
they would not truſt to his Word; they muſt have it 1 
Writing; and the Method contrived for that Purpoſe wat 
that his Catholic Majeſty ſhould make ſuch a Declaratio 
in Writing, and that he, Mr. Keene, ſhould accept of it 
and tranſmit it to his Court, as the Condition on-which th 
Signing of the Convention was to be proceeded on, and i 
no other Manner. a | 

„This, I fay, Sir, appears from the Letters we has 
already upon our Table ; and as the South Sea Compan 
neither owed, nor ever had confeſſed they owed ſuch 


Majeſty, at the Court of Spain; I cannot imagine, how I 
came to admit of any ſuch Right, or receive ſuch a Decl 
ration; nor ean I imagine, how he could have an Author! 


thority from -a General Court of the South-Sea Compar 3 


* 


þ (363) 
for this Purpoſe, as well as an Authority from bis Majeſty's Anno rz. Geo. 
Miniſters; and the former, I am certain, he never had, II. 1739. 
whatever might have been his Caſe with reſpe& to the 
latter. | | a 3 f | 
As this ſeems to me to have been a very ſurprizing and 
extraordinary Step, and as the Papers relating to this Part 

of our Negotiations can diſcover no Schemes or Deſigns 


al againſt the Enemy, nor any other Secrets that can be of 
g dangerous Conſequence to the Public; therefore, I ſha 
b. conclude, Sir, with moving, That, &c. L 

DN William Pulteney, Eq. | 

ch 81 m, | 


* As I hear ſeveral Gentlemen calling out No, No, this nem pul- 
is the ſame with the former Motion; I muſt beg Leave to teney, £1, 
ew the Difference: The only Objection that ſeemed to 

have any Weight againſt the former Motion, and, I believe, | 
the only one that prevailed with this Houſe to put a Ne- 

gative upon it was, the Danger of diſcovering thole warlike 

projects and Deſigns againit the Enemy, which our Mi- 

niſters had concerted, and which are not yet executed. I 

am ſorry they are not: I am ſure, ſome of them, if any 

ſuch have been formed, might, and ought to have been 
executed before this Time. Can any Gentleman ſay, we 

have ſuch a Danger to apprehend from the Papers now 

moved for ? Can it be ſuggeſted, that theſe Papers may 


pay Wa contain Secrets which it would be inconſiſtent with the 

d tl public Safety to diſcover? Sir, they may, for what I 

the know, contain Secrets, but if they do, thoſe Secrets are 

tha le Secrets of Miniſters, and not the Secrets of the Na- 

It 1 ton, It is impoſſible, therefore, to ſuppoſe, that the laying - 
was : 


ef thoſe Papers before us, can be attended with any of the 
ations — Conſequences we were frightened with upon the laſt 
otion. | 
An Hon. Gentleman near me complained much in the 
Wilt Debate, of Gentlemens talking of weak Meaſures, 
Wand the like; and ſeemed to take all to himſelf, as if he 
ere the only Miniſter we have in this Kingdom, and 
pane chief Adviſer of all our public Meaſures. Sir, we 
lave other Miniſters, at leaſt others who have the Name 
« Miniſters, and, I hope, they deſerve the Name they 
tar; for, I am ſure, if any one Minilter ſhould, in this 
N ingdom, take upon him to direct all our other Miniſters, 
ey ought all together to be diſmiſſed his Majeſty's Coun- 
boris: He, for his aſſuming Arrogance ; and they, for their 
Wime Submiſſion. But, I hope, it is not fo, and there- 
Wire, when weak Meaſures or corrupt Miniſters are talk'd 
4 | Aaa 2 | of, 


Ango 13, Seo of, the Hori, Gentleman ſhould- 66riider, that dih6r ML 
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War, than in Time of Peace; becauſe weak Meaſures may 


the Cafe at preſent ? Sir, the Enquiry now defired by 


bis Suppokitions were often taken for poſitive Aﬀertiohs. 


Things. There may be corrupt Miniſters ; there may be 


| 
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niſters may be meant, and Meaſares which he bad noShare 
in adviſing or conducting. He-likewiſe complained; that 


When this was, I do not know but; T muſt 'obftrve; chat 
the very Inſinuations of a Miniſter ate. often; by higzowg 
Creatures, taken for poſitive Aſſertions, and predute he 
fame Effect; and as the Hon. Gentleman, in the laſt De: 
bate, took the Liberty to ſuppoſe without aſſerting what: 
ever Effect his Suppofitions might have, I hope; Tmay be 
allowed to take the ſame Liberty. J will not aſſert, ir, 
that any of our preſent Miniſters are corrupt, or that any 
of our paſt Meaſures were weak; but, I may ſappoſe ſuch 


weak Meaſures: God forbid, I ſhould aſſert, there are 
any ſuch at preſent in this Kingdom; but, if fuck Thing 
can be ſuppoſed, it is # good Reaſon for our Parliament 
to keep a watchful Eye upon our public Affairs, and te 
enquire often both into the Conduct of our Miniſters,” 4nd 
the Wiſdom of the Meaſures they purſue. This is at a 
Times the Duty of Parliament, but more ſo in Time o 


then do much more Miſchief ; and as Minifters have ther 
more Money going thro” their Fingers, they may, if the 
are corrupt, ſprezd their Corruption farther, and ſquande 
away more of the Public Money, than they can do in Tim 
of Peace. 1 % Rs 

« A Time of War is, therefore, ſo far from being 4 
improper Time for a Parliamentary Enquiry, that ſue 
Enquiries are more neceſſary, and ought to be more 
quent in Time of War, than in Time of Peace. Sue 
Enquiries, Sir, never of themſelves create Parties or D 
viſions in the Kingdom, nor do they ever raiſe any Heats « 
Animoſities. Indeed, when there are Parties already form 
upon different Principles, and governed by different Maxim 
and one of thoſe Parties gets the Reins of Government o 
of the Hands of the other, and proſecutes the Heads of th 
other, for what they did in Purſuahce of the Prineiples an 
Maxims of their Party, this of courſe ſtirs up Heats an 
Animoſities between the two Parties, becauſe all thoſe w 
have embraced the Principles and Maxims of the Pari) 
mult approve of, and conſequently will zealouſſy endeavor 
to jultify and ſupport, what was done in Purſuance of the 
Principles and Maxims. This was the Caſe of the Parl. 
mentary Enquiry mentioned in this Debate; but, is th 


many Gentlemen in this Houſe, and, 1 may fax, by 
| | who 
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ference of Prineiples: It can relate to nothing but the good 


Gentlemen ptetend to have/aRted': No Man will fay, that 
forcible Means ought to de made uſe of for obtaining Juſtice 
om any foreign Nation, whilſt there are Hopes of ob- 
nining Juſtice in an amicable Way; but, it is faid, and 
budly ſa id wirhout Doors, that our 2 Gentlemen did 
ot act upon this Principle, or purſued it too far, if they 


vill be a Difference in Opinion, whether we enquire into 
t or no; and we ought to enquire, in order to put. an End 
Jo that Difference; Fr, I believe, it will be allowed, that 
thoſe who approve, as well as thoſe who condemn, are at 
preſent in the Dark; and as the Majority of the Nation 
we now of the latter Side of the Queſtion, therefore, as a 
friend to our Miniſters, I am for a fair ard impartial En- 
quiry, becauſe, I hope, it will bring the Majority of the 
Nation over to their Side of the Queſtion. 


Iny Weakneſs, if there were no conſiderable Party in the 
Wiingdom, that appeared diflatisfied with them, it might, 
eerhaps, be unneceſſary to take up our Time with examining 
ro them; but this is far from being the Caſe: There is not 
Wy good Caule to ſuſpect, but upon the Face of the Con. 
ention, there appears now to be good Cauſe ro condemn. 
hen that Convention was laſt Year laid before us, ſome 
entlemen did not, perhaps, conſider what was meant by 
ing the Point of Search referred to be regulated by Ple- 
Wipotentiaries, nor did they conſider what was meant by his 
W:thalic Majeſty's Declaration that was tacked to the Tail 
it. But the King of Spain, in his Manifeſto, has now 
W:rplained both. He has told us our Plenipotentiaries could 
or inſiſt upon his giving up the Point of Search, becauſe b 

ee Convention it was expreſsly referred to be — 
e has told us, we could not refule allowing him to ſuſpend 
e Aſſiento of Negroes, in caſe our South-Sea Company did 
rt pay him the 68,0001. becauſe he had expreſsly, by his 
ecclaration, which was a Part of the Convention, reſerved 
Wy" himſelf that Right. This is the Light, Sir, in which all 
rope, I believe, conſiders them; and in this Light I then 
onſidered them. I then faid, that referring a Right to be 
exulated, was an admitting that there was ſuch a Right. I 
den ſaid, that our Miniſter's accepting of the Declaration, 
us an admitting it as a Part of the Convention, and as the 
andition upon which the Convention was to fubſiſt. We 
| there- 


= 


or bad Adminiſtration of public Affairs. No M. n condem no, . 
no Man will condemn the * upon Which our pacific . 


id. ''Phisis the Queſtion, Sir: Upon this Queſtion there 


If there were no Cauſe to ſuſpect our late Meaſures of 
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$bo'e Nation without Doors, has no Relation to any Dif- Anno 
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14, ges therefore ooght to enquire, whether Mr. Koene had a pr 


given away, and will any Gentleman ſay, a Miniſter ca 


| 1 in it, becauſe the whole was approved of by ne 
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per Order for accepting it: If. he had not, he was certain] 
dun of a Breach of his Duty; and, in my Opinion, n 
Miniſter could give, or adviſe giving him ſuch an Ojd 

The Right, the Eſtate of a great Company was thereb 


give away a Perſon's Eſtate without his Conſent? If we hal . 
been reduced by the Misfortunes of War to ſacrifice t 
Rights and Properties of a few private Men to the publ. oon 
Safety, ſomething might have been ſaid by way of — 

for ſuch a Sacrifice; but ſurely no Miniſter is wantonly, ar 
without ſo much as an Appearance of Neceſſity, ta give u 
the Right or the Property of any one Subject in the King 


dom without his Conſent. Therefore, as the 


that Declaration in the ſolemn manner, the Letters that hau ni. 
been read to you, ſhew it was accepted of, muſt be allowed pr 
be at leaſt a Weakneſs, I think it abſolutely neceſſary. for qu 
to make ſome Enquiry into that Affair, and for this Purp 
we mult have the Papers moved for, laid before us. { E 
Sir William Vonge. eee * 
„ Il i 


* Iam glad of this Opportunity to vindicate.an Honoui m 
able Gentleman who was concerned in theſe/Negotiationilf 
and who, from the whole Tenor of his Conduct, appears 
have been as able and as honeſt a Miniſter, as was ever en iin 
ployed by this Nation. As for the Convention Itſelf, Sir, 
has already been fully juſtified with regard to every Artic 


ajeſty, and by both Houſes of Parliament; and after t 
ſolemn Approbation it met with from all the Branches nene 
our Legiſlature, I am ſurprized to hear any Gentleman no 
finding fault with it, or with any one that was concerned 
the Negotiation. All the Objections that were made to 
were fully anſwered at the Time it was under our Conſid 


ration; and as the Objections now made, are only Repei 

tions of what was then fully anſwered, it would be wrong , to 

me to take up your Time with repeating thoſe Anſwers. uke 
Sir, the Honourable Gentleman may as well ſay, tt ns f 


every Letter wrote by Mr. La Quadra to Mr. Keene, was 
Part of the Convention, as to ſay, that a Declaration ſign ort 
by Mr. La Quadra only, was a Part of a Treaty which W Nuke 
concluded and ſigned by the Miniſters of both the contrac 
ing Parties, and ratified by their reſpective Sovereigns. L 


ſuch a Declaration the King of Spain could neither get Pr: 


new Right, nor the Confirmation of any old Right. pht 


did not ſo much as mean to get any ſuch thing. He there 
f me: 


* 


® 
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beant no more, than to reſerve to himſelf a Right to ſuſ. Anno 13, Ges: | 
ad the Aſhento of Negroes upon Non- performance on II. 1730. 
he Part of our South-Sea Company. This he thought he. 
jad a Right to do, becauſe of the Aſſiento's being a mutual 
contract; and he thought it neceſſary to referve this Right, 
yy a Declaration in Writing, becauſe the Aſſiento Treaty 
yas, among the reſt, mentioned in the Body of the Conven- 
jon ; but Mr. Keene had nothing to do with this Declara- 
oon: He did not admit the Right which his Catholic Ma- 
Jeliy pretended to, nor did he accept of the Declaration 
zith any ſach View, or for any ſuch Purpoſe. He only 
omiſed, he would ſend a Copy of it to his Court, and an- 
ther to the South-Sea Company. Mr. Keene, therefore, 
annot be ſo much as ſuſpected of having done any thing 
miſs in that Negotiation; and as the Treaty itſelf was 
proved of by Parliament, I can ſee no Occaſion for our 
quiring into the Negotiation, 
But, Sir, ſuppoſe there were an Occaſion for our doing 
; can we, conſiſtently with what we have this Day already 
one, agree to the Honourable Gentleman's Motion? The 
lotion ſeems, indeed, to refer to a particular Point, bat it 
il include all or moſt of the Papers referred to in the two 

:mer Motions ; and therefore, the ſame Reaſon that pre- 
Nied with us to put a Negative upon them, muſt prevail 
th us to put a Negative upon this alſo. Beſides, Sir, if 
ain could have been prevailed on to have accepted of ſome 
Ws reaſonable Conceſſions on our Side, I believe it will be 
nic owed, that it would have been prudent in us to have made 


» - 


ye ſuch Conceſſions, rather than have come to an open 
er ti ture with a Nation, we have ſo much Reaſon to be 
es ends with, and at a Time which, I am ſure, cannot be 
n no led the moſt favourable for this Nation's declaring War. 
ned is, therefore, highly probable that Mr. Keene had In- 
to ions to prepole or agree to ſome ſuch Conceſſions : I = 
nid! not ſay there were any ſuch, but, now that War is de- 


ed, would it not be unwiſe, would it-not be ridiculous in 
to let Spain know what Conceſſions we were willing to 
ake for the ſake of Peace? And, if our Miniſter's Inſtruc- 
"ns for this Purpoſe were all laid before this Aſſembly, 
Was | ordered to lie on our Table, can we ſuppoſe, that the 
vurt of Spain would not get an Account of them? Sir, 
ch w nake no queſtion, but that Copies of them would be ſent 
ntraW that Court; and this would certainly contribute towards 

ling them more obſtinate, and conſequently, towards 


get 


e Prolongation of the War; for whatever Conceſſions we 
A zt have been willing to make for preventing a War, now 
here begun, I bope we ſhall have no Occaſion to make any 


mes for 
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Ango 14, Geo for putting un End to it. I hope the War will be-atten 
 IE.173Þ. with ſuch Succeſs, that we shall (000 be in 4 Condition © 
WIN preſcribe our own Terms. It will probably bo ſo, if-we d 
| not prevent or retard our Succeſs, by Factions and Diyiſion i 
amongſt ourſelves, But, if Spain ſhould know: what Con A 
ceiſions we were willing to make for the ſake of Peace, wi : 
ſhe not the more obſtinately perſiſt in refufi the Terms 7 ( 
Peace we may hereafter think: fit to preſcribe ? . 1, .,.; i 
From hence, Sir, we may fee, that it would probabif o, 
be of a molt pernicious Conſequence-to- the Nation, to ha 6 
thoſe Papers laid before us; and therefore, it.mult be all 
ed, that it would be wrong in us to addreſs for them? A 
Samuel Sandys, Eſq; e « 
Sia, | 901 
Samuel San- I am extremely ſurprized to hear Gentlemen ſtill inf = 
dys, Eq; upon the late Convention's having been approved by Ps in 
| liament. Sir, it was not approved by either Houſe of f 
liament : An Honourable Gentleman in the laſt Debate thi 
lowed, that it was not approved 3 and ſaid, the Parliame of 
only adviſed his Majeſty to proceed upon the Footing of th * 
Convention. Why did they ſo, Sir ? Becauſe that ven... 
Gentleman and his Friends moſt confidently aſſured up 
that it would, at laſt, produce a ſafe and. honourable Peac i 
Upon theſe Aſſurances, the Advice of Parliament w hs 
founded, and not upon any thing that appeared upon . : 
Face of the Treaty. Gentlemen then thought, that if Th 
ſhould produce a ſafe and honourable Peace, it would in A 
End appear to be a good Treaty; and therefore they we N 
not condemn it, becauſe ſuch a Condemnation would ha han 
prevented an Effect which they were aſſured of, and whit : 
every Man deſired to ſee. But theſe Aſſurances havi -. 
failed, the Foundation the Parliament had for giving tg... 
Advice is taken away; and every one mult now join by 2 
thinking it a bad Treaty, becauſe it put the Nation to nere 
half a Million Expence, without gaining to us the leaſt / fon 
vantage; unleſs the War is to be called an Advantage, a * - 
when compared with our former peaceable Negotiations 7 
muſt be allowed to be ſo. But even the War is not to ref. 
| aſcribed to that Treaty, but to the Diſdain the Nati lin 
ſhewed at ſeeing ſuch a Treaty agreed to; for the Tre bok 
itſelf was nothing but an Expedient, for preyenting Mell 
reaping this melancholy. Advantage for a while longer, He t 
the Advice of Parliament was obtained as a ſecond Ex gl... 
dient, for preventing the Condemnation of the firſt. rant 
With regard, Sir, to the Declaration or Proteſt tach bons 


to the End of this Treaty, I remember it was ſaid laſt + 
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to the grand Alliance ; and this was then, perhaps, belieyed 


that the Court of Spain are of a very different Opinion 
and, I believe, there is not a Civilian in Europe that is not 
of their Opinion. Our Miniſter accepted of it in the moſt 
ſolemn manner; and ſeeing he did fo, he mult have accepted 
it in the Terms expreſſed in the very Body of it, as the Baſis 
Jof the Treaty, as the Condition upon which the King of 
Spain ſigned the Convention; therefore, if it was not an 
Article in the Treaty itſelf, it was the chief Article in the 
Agreement previous to that Treaty. This, I believe, Sir, 
was truly the Caſe, and if the Papers now called for ſhould 
be laid before us, I believe, it will appear to have been ſo ; 
for there was a Treaty ſigned by the Miniſters on both Sides, 
anterior to the Treaty afterwards laid before Parliament, and 
in this Treaty, if common Fame ſpeaks true, this Declara- 
tion, or the Subſtance of it, was an expreſs Article ; but 
this was giving up the Right of the Nation, and the Right 
of the South-Sea Company, in ſo direct a manner, that it 
was not thought ſafe to ratify it; and therefore, I ſuppoſe, 
the Expedient was agreed to, of having this Article annexed 
to the Treaty, by way of Proteſt or Declaration. 

But, Sir, was not this in effect the ſame ? Was not our 
accepting, or even admitting ſuch a Declaration to be made, 
a tacit Acknowledgment of the Right therein claimed ? 
The King of Spain pretended toa Right of ſuſpending the 
Aſſiento Contract, upon whatever he may be pleaſed to call 
Non- performance, on the Part of our South-Sea Com- 
pany, He not only pretended to ſuch a Right, but he has 
atually exerciſed it: He has ſuſpended the chief Part of 
this Contract, almoſt ever ſince it was made; and, upon a 
Treaty, he infiſts on this Right being reſerved to him, either 
by an Article in the Treaty, or by a Proteſtation to be deli. 


izning the Treaty, Could we in Honour, or in Juſtice to 
curſelves, admit of any ſuch thing? Ought we not to have 
inſiſted upon his giving up ſuch an unjuſt Claim, by an ex- 
vreſs Article in the Treaty? But I do not wonder at our 
Miniſter's admitting it: 'The Honourable Gentleman that 
poke laſt, ſeems to admit it; and he is, I believe, pretty 
well acquainted with the Complexion of our Negotiators. 
He told us the King of Spain thought he had ſuch a Right, 
becauſe of the Aſſiento's being a mutual Contract. I ſhall 
grant, it is a mutual Contract; but it is between the two Na- 
bons: We have appointed the South Sea Company to per- 
IE form it on our Part; if they ſhould fail in the Performance 


that it had no more Relation to the Convention, than it had A 


by many Gentlemen in this Houſe : But it now appears, 


rered to us in the moſt ſolemn manner, at the Time of his 
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Spain, or all the Inſtructions and Letters ſent to our Gov 
nors or Admirals, relating to the Spaniſh Depredations, me 
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to ſuſpend, immediately, the Contract: He has no Right te 
do ſo: He ought to apply to our Court; and, if the South 
Sea Company has really failed in the Performance, we are 
in Honour obliged to make them perform. If they have 
not failed: If the Complaint againſt them be unjuſt, we are 
in Honour obliged to protect them, let the Conſequence be 
what it will. 4 4 

We onght therefore, Sir, to have inſiſted upon the King for 
of Spain's giving up the Right he pretended to; but, inſtead W the 
of this, we allowed him to reſerve it in a tacit manner, andi : 


o 
4 
2 


allowed him to deliver us a Proteſtation for. that Purpoſe con 


We have, therefore, at leaſt, tacitly, admitted of his Claim 
The Court of Spain thought ſo: They had Reaſon to thin 
ſo; and they will accuſe us of Tricking and Shuffling, i 
we now pretend to deny it. We muſt now, either acknow 
ledge this Right, or give the Spaniards juſt Cauſe to have 
very bad Opinion of us. This Dilemma the Nation hal 
been brought info by our Negotiators ; and, in all ſuei 
Caſes, it is the Duty of Parliament to enquire ſtrictly int 
the Affair, in order that the Innocent may be cleared 0 
Suſpicion, and the Guilty meet with condign Puniſhment. 
The Pains now taken, Sir, to ſhew, that we never dit 
admit of this Claim, is an Acknowledgment that it 
wrong to do ſo. Suppoſe then our Miniſter in Spain di 
not admit of this Right or Claim, by accepting of this De 
tlaration, yet, ſurely he did ſo, when he ſigned a Treaty ii 
which the Reſervation of this Right was an expreſs Article 
and; if he did ſo, that Treaty's not being ratified here, ca 
be no Excuſe for his having ſigned it. For this Reaſon, Wi 
there was any ſuch Treaty, as common Fame reports, Mi 
Keene is not altogether fo blameleſs as the Honourable Gen 
tleman repreſents, unleſs he had an expreſs Order for doing 
ſo; and if he had, I am ſure thoſe who gave him that Or 
der, are not without Blame. This is what we want t 
know: This is what we ought to enquire into; and, for th 
Purpoſe, it is neceſſary for us to have the Papers now mov 
for, laid before us. | a 
Is it poſlible to ſuppoſe, Sir, that by an Addreſs fe 
the Inſtructions and Letters ſent to Mr. Keene, authorizin 
him to conclude and fign the Convention; I ſay, is it poll 
ble we can thereby mean or deſign, to have laid before 
all the Memorials and Repreſentations made to the King ol 


of which happened before the Convention was ſo much il 
thought of? Sir, it is needleſs to argue with one who can, on 
* * 
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will ſuppoſe any ſuch thing. But the Honourable Gentle- Anno, 13 Geo, 
not man has hit upon the true Reaſon that will, I am afraid, II. 1739. 
tal prevent our ſeeing the Papers called for, or any other of 
the like nature. He ſays, ou? ſeeing thoſe Papers may let | 
Spain ſee what Conceſſions we were willing to make for 
the ſake of Peace. Sir, I believe, we have no Occaſion, 
tobe afraid of Spain's feeing theſe Conceſſions : I believe, 
© they were before too well acquainted with them; and this, 

] believe, was the chief Cauſe of their paſt Obſtinacy ; 
pr, I fear, we made ſo many Conceſſions, that we made 
teac A them believe, we would yield any thing rather than go to 
and War, Thank God! we have now convinced them of the 
W contrary ; and are, I hope, in a way of making them more 
im WH pliable for the ſuture. But if we were willing to make any 
Conceſſions which Spain has not, as yet, been made ac- 
[quainted with, I can ſee no Danger to the Nation, if they 
ow] hould be publiſhed to the whole World, They may ſhew 
bo great Complaiſance, perhaps Puſillanimity, in our Mini- 
ters, but they will ſerve to juſtify the Nation to the whole 
World; and with regard to Spain, I hope, we ſhall never 
int nore think of conquering their Obſtinacy by Negotiation, 
Now that War is declared, if one Blow does not make 
dem ſubmit, we muſt, as ſoon as poſſible, give them an- 
Wother ; and if that will not do, a third, which, I am con- 
Wvinced, is the ſpeedieſt and the beſt way of negotiating a 
Peace with that Nation. We cannot therefore be afraid of 
Ppain's ſeeing what Conceſſions we were willing to make for 
de ſake of Peace; but there may be ſome amongſt us who 
cle tre afraid, leſt the Nation or Parliament of Great Britain 
„ca hould fee what Conceſſions they were willing to make for 


n, de fake of Peace. Here, I am convinced, it is, Sir, that 
Mi e Shoe pinches ; but as this Shoe neither pinches me, nor 
Zen ny of my Friends, and as, I think, the Parliament ought 
loin Wo guard againſt any ſuch Conceſſions being made for the 


are, therefore, I am for our ſeeing them, and every Paper 
at (that can give us a Light into any of them.” 


George Littleton, Eſq; 


81 R, | 

s fl «© It is moſt amazing to me, to hear it faid, that this George Lyt- 
zin Queſtion is the ſame with the two former; whereas, it is a tleton Eta 
poll ingle Queſtion, wholly confined to one particular Point. 

WThe Objection made to them was, that they would ſhew 

ng car Enemies where we intended to hurt them, and thereby 

on them upon their Guard; but what does this do? It 

moan only ſhew this Nation how we have been ſerved by our 


Anno 13, Geo. own Miniſters, and put is upon our Guard againſt them, if 
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may. I will add but two or three Words more 4. 
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they have not ſerved us ſo well as they ought, 

« Sir, I always thought it very neceſlary we ſhould g9 
intoa War againſt Spain, but Iam much confirmed in my 
Opinion, from what has happened to Day in this Houſ ; 
for what a Condition ſhould we have been in, if we had 
ſtill continued thoſe Negotiations, which, tho' they are now 
quite over, are thought by thoſe who favoured them moſt, 
to be of ſuch a Nature as will not bear ſeeing the Light} 
And therefore, I really think, we are obliged to the In- 
ſolence of Spain, who, encouraged by our long Inſenſibi- 
lity, refuſed to give us the Meſs of Pottage, for which we 
were ſo near ſelling our Birth- right. For what a dreadful 
Situation ſhould we have been in, if ſhe had not? TheW 
South-Sea Company mult either have loſt all the Rights of 
their Trade, or have been obliged to comply with the mot 
monſtrous Demand, that ever was made upon any Body 
of Men under the Protection of the King of Great Britain. 
Gent emen talk ofa Right in the King of Spain, to ſuſpend 
the Aſſiento Contract: Yes, he had ſuch a Right, if the 
Company had fail'd in their Part of the Contract; but not 
for their re. uſing to pay the 68,0001. And yet, to this 
Injuſiice, this Violence, the Company muſt have ſubmitted, 
with the reciprocal Accord of their own Agent, and his 
Mezjeſty's Miniſter. | 4 

Sir, the two moſt aſtoniſhing Propoſitions I ever heard 
in my Life, are, that the Addreſs we carried Jaſt Week ra 
the King was, in reality, a Part of the Convention, anal 
that the Proteſt of Mr. La Quadra, was not a Part of it 
It was the fre qua non of the Agreement, under which thei 
Convention was ſigned, and we ſhould have found it ſo tall 
our Coſt, if the Spirit of the Nation had not exerted itſelf 
but becauſe we eſcaped the Danger, muſt we loſe the Senſ 
of it too? I hope we ſhall act ſo in this War, as to mak 
all Europe forget, how we ated before; but let us no 
forget it ourſelves : Let us keep it always in our Thoughts Wl 
to be a Warning to us, not to relapſe any more into tha 
Itch for Negotiation, that Love of little ſhuffling Expe 
dients, that mean ubmiſſive Policy, we are ſo happily riq;; 
of at laſt. Let us remember the Riſk we run, and let u 
enquire to whom it was owing. . 

« Sir, I think we ought to demand theſe Inſtruction 
upon the ſame Principle of Equity, by which an innocen; 
Man, who has been tried for his Life, and eſcapes, 1 
allowed a. Copy of the Indictment, that if he has a Minq “ 
to proſecute thoſe who brought him into that Danger, ha 
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if 
| ſo ignorant as ſome Perſons ſuppoſe : They know the Con- II 173g. 
g9 yention from the Exciſe ; They know what they ſhould 
my think of it: They would be glad to know whom they owe 
iſe ; it to; and they will underſtand perfectly well, if a Nega- | 
had tive be given to this Motion, what that Negative means, 
ww Sir John Barnard, 
oft, W | 
ht ö F 8 I R, 
In- 1 As I have often heard a certain Set of Gentlemen inſiſt gi John 
bi- upon it, both here and in other Places, that the Declara- Barriard 
we tion or Proteſt in Queſtion, had no Manner of Relation to 
aul che Convention, I ſhould be glad thoſe Gentlemen would 
The inform us what it had Relation to, or for what Purpoſe it 
: oF was made, and ſo formally accepted of, I am very cer. 
noſt ain, the Court of Spain meant ſomething by making it; I 
ody m conyinced they ſuppoſed we meant ſomething by re- 
zin. ceiving it. If they had meant, or intended to mean nothing, 
end Jam ſure, they would not have made it; and if we did 
the not mean to accept it in the Terms in which it was con- 
not ceived, and for the Purpoſe which, we knew, they meant 
this by it, I am fure our Miniſter, at leaſt, meant to deceive 
ted, them. Therefore, if we received it as the Spaniards meant 
hi tt; if we received it as the Condition on which the Signing 
of the Convention was to be proceeded on ; Iam very ſure, 
ard ie Conduct of our Miniſter ought not only to be enquired 
ta into, but cenſured. And, if we meant to deceive the Court 
and of Spain, by receiving that Declaration; if we thereby 
f it neant to draw the Court of Spain in to ſign a Convention, 
the under the falſe Hopes, that we would look upon that De- 
o td claration in the ſame Light they did, the Conduct of our 
elf Miniſter, in my Opinion, deſerves as much to be cenſured 
enſe in this Caſe, as in the other. 
ak *< Openneſs of Heart, Sincerity, and Plain-dealing, have 
no ways been a diſtinguiſhing CharaReriſtic of this Nation. 
zhts lt is generally the Characteriſtic of a brave People. By 
tha continuing our Negotiations under ſo many Inſults, I am 
xpe raid, we gave the Spaniards ſome room to ſuſpeR our 
riꝗq courage: I hope we have not, in our Method of Treating, 
t u ien them room to ſuſpect alſo our Sincerity. Sir, this 
Nation had never yet an Occaſion to make uſe of Quirks or 
tion bubterfuges, or of any ſort of Deceit, for obtaining Juſtice. 
cen 4 Convention of ſome kind or other might, at that Time, 
s, ide neceflary for ſome amongſt us here at Home, as an Expe- 
linq Gent for excuſing themſelves to the enſuing Seſſion of Par- 
„he lament, but it was not neceſſary for the Nation; and there- 


: 1 fore, if deceitful Means were uſed for obtaining the Con- 
7 currence 


| 


Trouble I have given you, The People of England are not Anno 13, Geo. 


Anno 13, Geo currence of the Court of Spain, in furniſhing out ſuch an 
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II. 1739. Expedient, I will affirm, that thoſe who did ſo were guilty tl 
of ſacrificing the Honour and Intereſt of their Country to $i 
ſome felfiſh Ends of their own. 4 | th 

For this Reaſon, Sir, I am for the Motion made by my A 
Honourable Friend ; for if it does not, upon an Enquiry, C 
appear, that our Miniſter at the Court of Spain declared in 64 
the moſt open and plain Terms, that he would not accept of Se 
that Declaration, as the Condition upon which the Treaty C 
was to be ſigned ; that this Court would not receive it as th 
ſach, nor ever admit of his Catholic Majeſty's ſuſpending D 
the Aſſiento Contract, on account of the Non payment of be 
the 68, oool. then claimed by Spain: I fay, Sir, if this does . 
not appear, I ſhall be for cenſuring the Conduct, at leaſt of of 
our Miniſters Abroad, and, perhaps, of ſome of thoſe at 2g 
Home. From the Papers already upon our Table it does Ws 
not appear, that he accepted of that Declaration, that he the 
accepted of it in the moſt ſolemn manner; but, it does not wt 
appear from any of the Papers yet before us, that he made Su. 
ſuch a Coumer-declaration as I have mentioned. Therefore, e 
in Juftice to him, I deſire to be informed, becauſe by the Po 


Papers before us, he now fiands condemned, and therefore I Wi ita 
deſire to ſee thoſe that may be pleaded in his Juſtification, if 
there are any ſuch; In Juſtice to my Country I defire to be 
informed, becauſe, as a Member of this Houle, I am obliged 
to cenſure him, if, by his Conduct, his Country had forfeited 
that Character which it has long preſerved, and which it is 
both our Honour and Intereſt ſtil] to preſerve. 3 

© Thus, Sir, the very Argument that has been made uſe 
of in this Debate for not calling for Mr. Keene's Inſtructions, 
is, With me, an unanſwerable Argument for our doing ſo. 
If by accepting the Declaration of the Court of Spain, we 
did not mean what the Court of Spain meant in delivering 
it, we ought to have told them ſo. Let us fee, whether we 
did or no. And if by accepting it, we meant the ſame Wi 
thing they meant in delivering it, we then meant to accept 
of a Treaty or Convention under the Condition expreſſed 
in that Declaration. By ſo doing, we acknowledged the 
68,000]. to be juſtly due to them by our South Sea Com- 
pany : We acknowledged, that this Sum ought to be imme- 
diately paid, without any Regard to the large Claims our 
Company had upon the Crown of Spain; and we acknow-Wi 
ledged, that unleſs that Company paid that Sum, within an 
ſhort Term, the King of Spain had a Right to ſuſpend they 
Aſfiento of Negroes, Will any Gentleman ſay, it was right 
in our Miniſter to make ſuch Acknowledgments? Will any kno! 


Gentleman ſay, he ovght nat to be cenſured if he did! 2 | 
2 crows 


/ 
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Agreement would have ſtood, if our Negotiations about the 


n 

wy Convention had not 0 it. The Demand of this 
in 68,0001. which the Court of Spain made upon our South- 
of Sea Company, was, perhaps, an unjuſt Demand; but the 
ity Company had agreed to allow it, unjuft as it was, provided 
as the King of Spain would do them Juſtice as to the many 


© Demands they had upon him, and infiſt only upon this Sum's 


n 

ke being brought in to the Creditor's Side of his Account. 
ges This was the only Confeſſion our Company had ever made 
of of this Debt. This was what the Court of Spain had 


agreed to accept of; and this was what Mr, Keene, as he 
was Agent for the Company, could not but know. Was it 
then right in him to accept, or admit of a Declaration, in 
which it was inſiſted, that our Company had confeſſed this 
= Sum to be owing, without ſo much as one Word of the 
Terms upon which they had agreed to allow it? Among 


the WT Politicians, Sir, whoſe Maxims, I confeſs, I do not under- 
e I tand, this may be juſtified in the Envoy ; but among Mer- 
, if WE! chants, I am ſure, it will never be juſtified in the Agent. 

be From what I have ſaid, Sir, it muſt appear, that our 


W Miniſter's accepting, or even admitting of this Declaration, 
Vas wrong: and 1 defire to know, the whole Nation deſires 
W to know, whether there was any ſuch Counter-declaration, 
Wand in what Method it was made or delivered. If we are 


uſe WT refuſed this Satisfaction, by a Negative's being put upon this 
2ns, Motion, I ſhall preſume, the whole Nation will preſume, 
there was no ſuch Counter-declaration made or delivered by 


our Miniſter; and conſequently I ſhall, the whole Nation 
will, condemn his Conduct, let his Fate in this Houſe be 
what it will. This, Sir, is a bad Conſequence, with regard 
o the Character of the Honourable Gentleman concerned; 
but with regard to the Character of this Houſe, it is a moſt 
errible one; for if Parliaments ſhould begin to refuſe giving 
batisfaction to the People, the People will begin to refuſe 
4 putting any Confidence in Parliaments; and, if this ſhould 
erer come to be the Caſe, they not only may, but they ought 
o be laid afkde, I do not know that the Character of Par- 
lazment ever received a greater Stab, than it did by the 
in a ming Approbation of the Convention in laſt Seſſion of 
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the barliament; and if we ſhould, in this, ſo far ſcreen the Con- 
1g he rivers of that Convention, as to refuſe to let the People 


any mow, whether they were to blame or not: I ſay, if we 
Sir bald do this, now that the chief Argument advanced laſt 
here dT Year 


there was no Diſpute between the Court of Spain and our Anno 13, Geo; 
South-Sea Company, when the Convention firſt began to be II. 1739. 
thought of. They had come to a final Agreement, and that 0 


| 
| 
: 
| 


Geo. Year in favour of that Convention, appears to have been . 
22 without Foundation, it will, I fear, be a mortal Blow, G 
« This, Sir, is a Danger that threatens our Conſtitution in 

its moſt tender Part; and ſhall we expoſe ourſelves to this fi 
Danger, for the ſake of avoiding the chimerical Danger 0 + 
letting Spain ſee what Conceſſion WE were willing to make 

for the ſake of Peace? It is very plain, I think, Sir, that A 
ſome amongſt us were willing to have made moſt extraor th 
dinary Conceſſions for the ſake of Peace; and, for this very 
Reaſon, I am for having them enquired into; for if the) ki 
ſhould appear to be ſuch as I ſuſpect, I hope it will be py 


hav 


out of the Power of thoſe that were willing to make them bo 
ever to make any ſuch for the future, either 'to Spain, or ta of 
any other Nation we may hereafter have a Diſpute with by 
No Man can have Reaſon to dread letting Spain know what FX 
thoſe Conceſſions were, becauſe, I believe, ſhe was long ſince ſex 
fully informed of them; and this Information was, I an * 
convinced, the Cauſe of the War; for her Dependence upoi an 
the Conceſſions ſhe was made to bope for, was the trug, 
Cauſe of her Obſtinacy, and thoſe who had flattered hei fie 
with ſuch Hopes, at laſt found, they had promiſed her more n 
than they durſt venture to perſorm. But ſuppoſe ſhe were | 
as yet, ignorant of the Conceſſions ſome amongſt us wer pa: 
willing to make for the fake of Peace, her being now in Wl II. 
formed of them may give her new Cauſe to repent of hei it. 
former Obſtinacy, but it can give her no Hopes for expectinę a 7 
ſuch at the End of the War, if we carry it on, as hope Dit 
we ſhall, with Vigour and Succeſs. The Dread of letting - ep 
Spain know what Conceſſions we were willing to make fol - 
the ſake of Peace, can therefore be no Argument with a , -. 
Man in the Kingdom for oppoſing this Motion ; but th lg 
Dread of letting this Nation ſee what Conceſſions ſom i © 
amongſt us ſeemed willing to make for the ſake of a precany o. 
rious and diſhonourable Peace, is, I believe, an Argumen Mir 
of great Weight with ſome Gentlemen, for oppoſing thigh eee 
and every ſuch Motion ; ard becauſe it is an Argument witl = 
them for oppoſing, it is, with me, a molt powerful Argu +26 
ment for approving this Motion, and every Motion of th any 
ſame nature; for if any diſhonourable Conceſſions were ic * 
much as propoſed to have been made, they ought to be ex —_ 
poſed, they ought to be cenſured, in order to prevent th ther 
like in Time to come. Wee 
Sir Robert Walpole. uh, 
3 d a little unfair, to ak Ul * 
It has generally been reckoned a little unfair, chat 
Wales” notice of wie has been ſaid in any former Debate; but w N 
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have now ſo far deviated from this Rule, that not. only Anno 13, Gen; 
een what has been ſaid in former Debates, but in former Seſ. II. 1739. 
a ſions, is repeated ſeldom exactly as it was ſpoke, and made 
ing uſe of againſt Gentlemen in future Debates, or future Seſ- 
ſions, any when it was laſt Year inſiſted on, that 
the King of Spain's Proteſt was an Article of the Conven- 
tion; I made uſe of the Expreſſion, that it was no more an 
Article of-the Convention than of the grand Alliance, - I 
then thought ſp, I think fo ſtill: Nothing can be looked on 
as an Article of any Treaty, unleſs it be ratified as well as 
ſigned, by both Parties concerned ; or unleſs it be expreſsly 
mentioned and referred to in ſome of the Articles that have | 
been ſigned and ratified by both Parties. Is this the Caſe 
of the Proteſt in Queſtion ? Was it either ſigned or ratified : 
by both Parties, or was it mentioned in any one of the Arti- :» | 
cles of the Treaty? Sir, if it had been made by way of a a 
ſeparate Article, and even ſigned by our Miniſter, yet, till 
it was ratified by his Majeſty, it could not be looked on as 
an Article of any Treaty between the two Nations. There- 
fore I ſtill think I ſpoke juſtly when I ſaid, that his Catho- 
lic Majeſty's Proteſt was no more an Article of the Con- -l 
yention, than of the grand Alliance. 
This Proteſt, Sir, was ſo far from being an Article, or a | 
Part of the Treaty, that it was not ſo much as ſigned by our 
Miniſter : He did not ſo much as accept it, he only received 
it. Gentlemen may ſmile at this Dilſtinction; but it is not 
a Diſtinction without a Difference. There is a very great 
Difference between accepting and receiving. When we ac- 4 
cept of any thing, we s ccept of it as the Giver intends we * 
ſhould, either as a Payment, or as a Reward, Favour or Gra- | 
tuity ; and then our accepting implies a Releaſe, or an Ob- 
ligation of Gratitude, But when we receive only, we re- 
ceive in what Terms wh pleaſe, and may declare them then, 
| or at any Time afterwards. This was the Caſe of our 
{ Miniſter, with regard to his Catholic Majeſty's Proteſt. He 
| received it only; and to ſhew his Candour, as well as to 


prevent the Court of Spain's being led into any Miſtake, he 
then upon the Spot declared, that he did not accept of it as 
any Article or Condition of the Treaty, and that he received 
tit, only in order to tranſmit a Copy of it to his Court, and 
another to the South-Sea Company. If the Court of Spain, 
| therefore, were deceived, they deceived themlelves : 'T hey . 
vere deceived neither by the Expreſſions, nor by the Silence 
of our Miniſter. But whatever they may now pretend, I 
believe, they neither deceived themſelves, nor were deceived 
by our Miniſter. I believe, they did not fo much as expect, 
that we ſhould ſhew any Regard to their Proteſt, It related 
Vor. VI. Cee to 


, Anno 14, Geo to an Affair of a particular and perplexed nature, which 
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could not be brought into a general Treaty between the two 
Nations. The Accounty between the King of Spain and 


our South-Sea Company was an Affair that no way related 


to either of the Nations in general; and, it was an Affair 
of ſuch a perplexed nature, that it could not be brought into 
the Negotiation for a general Treaty. Like the Diſpute 
about the Limits between Florida and Carolina, it was abſo- 
Jutely neceſſary to refer it to Plenipotentiaries, to be exa- 
mined into, and determined by them, after the Concluſion of 
the general Treaty, as is cuſtomary in all ſuch Caſes z and 
therefore it came properly ander the firſt Article of the 
Treaty, by which, Minifters Plenipotentiaries were to be 
appointed, for regulating finally the Pretenſions of the two 
Crowns, remaining to be adjuſted ; the whole, according to 
the Treaties therein mentioned, of which that of the Aſli- 
ento of* Negroes is particularly one. 

© If we conſider the Affair in this Light, and this is the 
only Light in which it can properly be confidered, we may 
eaſily ſee, what the Court of Spain meant by this Proteſt. 
As the Aſſiento of Negroes was a mutual Contract between 
the two Nations, the King of Spainthought he had a Right 
to ſuſpend the Performance of his Part of it, in caſe we 
refuſed the Performance of ours; and this he certainly has. 
No Gentleman has faid, he has a Right to ſuſpend the Aſſi- 
ento of Negroes upon any pretended Failure in our South- 
Sea Company, and without applying to our Court for Re- 
dreſs. But, if our South-Sea Company ſhould be guilty of 
a real, and not a pretended Failure; and if, upon Applica- 
tion to our Court, we ſhould refuſe, or unreaſonably delay 
compelling our South-Sea Company to do him Juſtice, be 
would. certainly then have a Right to ſuſpend the Aſſiento 
Treaty upon his Part ; and this Right he was afraid might 
be injured, or derogated from, by that Treaty's being parti- 
cularly mentioned in the firſt Article of the Conveation ; 
for which Reaſon he thought it neceſſary to reſerve that Right 
by an expreſs Declaration. This was all that even the 
Court of Spain meant by that Proteſt. It could not give 
them any new Right, nor confirm any Right tney wrong- 
fully pretended to. It was intended only to ſhew, that ks 
Catholic Majeſty did not, by the firſt Article of the Con- 
vention, give up any Right he might have to ſuſperd me 
Aſſiento Treaty, upon à Failure o Per fo mance on the Fa t 
of this Nation; and as the Plenipote nta es +ppoiued by 
both Nations, and not the Court of Spain alone, were i@ 
determine, whether the Non p:.ymeni of the 65,000. v48 
2 Failure on the Part of this Nation, it wodid have beei 4 
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Piece of perſect Don-Quixotiſm in us, to have refuſed ad- Anno 13, Geo. 
mitting the Court of Spain to make ſuch a Declaration or II. 1739- 
Proteſt ; becauſe; if our Plenipotentiaries had determined, 
that this Sum was due to the King of Spain, and that it 
ought to be immediately paid by our South-Sea Company, 
we certainly ought, and, I believe, we ſhould have com- 
pelled that Company to have paid it; and if our Plenipo- 
tentiaries had determined, that it was not due, or that the 
= King of Spain ought to allow it in Whole or in Part of 
What was due by him to the Company, his Proteſt would 
then have been of no Manner of Signification. 

In my Opinion, Sir, it is evident from the very na- 
ture of the Thing, as well as from the Papers already on 
your Table, that Mr, Keene neither received this Proteſt 

as any Article, Condition, or Part of the Treaty, nor did 
he either by his Expreſſions, or his Silence, endeavour to - 
deceive the Court of Spainz and therefore, neither of the 
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he Arguments made uſe of by the Hon. Gentleman that ſpoke 
ay laſt, can be of any Weight in the preſent Queſtion ; nor 
eſt. will our refuſing to diſtreſs the Government by diſcovering 
en its Secrets, or to take up our own Time with Enquiries, 
he when there does not ſo much as ſeem to have been any 
we We Fault committed: I ſay, our refuſing to do ſo, can be 
1as, look'd upon by no impartial Man in the Kingdom, as a 
- WE r<fuling to let the People know, whether thoſe who nego- 
the tiated and concluded the Convention were to blame in what 
Re- they did. There are, indeed, ſome Men in the Nation, 
of and perhaps ſome Gentlemen in this Houſe, ſo much pre- 


judiced againſt the Convention, that without Enquiry, they 
think every Man blameable who had any Hand either in 
@ negotiating or adviſing it; but I am ſure, I may at leaſt 
ay, that the Majority of both Houſes of Parliament thought 
E otherwiſe laſt Seſſion, and I can ſee no Reaſon for their 
thinking otherwiſe now. The Hopes that the Conven- 
tion would, at laſt, produce an honourable and advanta- 


nz 
ight 1 you Peace, without War or Bloodſhed, was a good Reaſon 
the bor concluding it, and a good Reaſon for approving it; 
ge ind, if this was then a good Argument, can what has hap- 
ong- bened ſince, can the Spaniards having fince committed a 
+ Lis moſt notorious Breach of public Faith, any way derogate 
Con- from the Strength of that Argument? Can it throw any 
e lame upon thoſe who put a Truſt in Hopes founded upon a f | 
pat moſt folemn Treaty? At this Rate, Sir, no Miniſter muſt | 
a by erer conclude, or adviſe agreeing to any Treaty; for the | 
e to noſt full, the moſt explicit the molt definitive Treaty may | 
[is de broke thro' as well as that Preliminary was; and if a | 


Uiniſter muſt anſwer for the Breaches of Faith committed 


Ceen by | 


Anno 13, Geo by the Nation he treats with, I am ſure, he ought never, 
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in Prudence, to treat with any. The Breach of Faith 
mmitted by Spaniards, can therefore now be no more an 
Argument for condemning that Treaty, than the Fear of 
their doing ſo, could be an Argument for condemning it, 
when it was under the Conſideration of this Houſe. 
This, Sir, is, I believe, the Way of thinking with all 
the unprejudiced and impartial Men in the Kin dom, 
which, I hope, will always be, by far, the greateſt Part; 
and ſurely, we are not to take up our Time in this Hoyſe, 
which may be otherwiſe ſo well employed, with Enquiries, 
in order to remove the Prejudices of a few ;' and much leſs 
ought we to do ſo, when that Enquiry may probably be 
attended with great Danger to the Public, which is the 
Caſe of the Enquiry now moved for. I ſhall grant, that 
Spain has vow no Rea ſon to expect thoſe Conceſſions we 
were willing to make for the ſake of avoiding a War; but 
Nations, as weil as private Men, often expect without the 
leaſt Shadow of Reaſon. If Spain ſhould be informed of 
all the Conceſſions we were willing to make, it will ſhew 
ber the Value we put upon her Friendſhip, and this will 
make her perſiſt more obſtinately in the War. Her Obſti- 
nacy, it is true, may be attended with her Ruin, but this, [ 
am ſure, is what muſt be allowed not to be our Intereſt to 
purſue. We ought to inſiſt upon her doing us Juſtice, and, 
I hope, we ſhall ſoon obtain it, if we do not encourage her 
to perſiſt obſtinately in the War; but we ought to aim at 
it by weakoning that» Nation as little as poſſible, beczuſe ſhe 
may, probably, hereafter become aur Friend and Ally, and 
we may have Occaſion for her Aſſiſtance. I am far from 
thinking, that any diſhonourable Conceſſions were propoſed 
to be made, and yet, I am convinced, the Spaniards know 
very little of the Conceſſions we were willing to make. I 
hope they never ſhall ; but, if they ſhou!d be fu'ly apprized 
of the Conceſſions we were willing to make for the fake of 
avoiding a War, they will expect, tho' without Reaſon, that 
we ſhould make the {ame for the ſake of getting of a War; 
and this Expectation will prevent their ſuing ſor Peace, till 


they are reduced to the Jait Extremity, which is an Effect 


we ought, if poſſible, to prevent. 

But this, Sir, is far from being the only fatal Conſe- 
quence that may enſue from our calling for the Letters and 
Inſtructions now moved for. I could mention ſeveral o- 
thers, but ſhall confine myſelf to one. We have, it is true, 
the Misfortune of being engaged in a War, but it is, as yet, 
againſt Spain alone, and while it continues to be ** we 

vg 
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r, Wh have no great Reaſon to doubt, or to be 
h Event; nor are we under any Neceſſity of ſeeking Allies 
bu or Aſſiſtance in the War. But there are other Powers that 
of rre, perhaps, willing to join with Spain againſt. us, if they 
it, could but find a tolerable Excuſe for ſo doing, and, in that 
caſe, we may be under a Neceſſity of endeayouring to get 
n ſome of the Powers of Europe to join with us, We know 
n, how freely Miniſters of the ſame Sovereign correſpond with 
one another, when there is no Jealouſy between them, nor 
any Apprehenſion that the Correſpondence will be unſea- 
ſonably divulged. This was probably the Caſe of our Mi- 
niſters at Home and Abroad, who were concerned in negoti- 
Eating and concluding the Convention, and therefore there 
may be ſome Reflections or Expreſſions in the Letters or 


ſequence in, both theſe Reſpets. They may not only be 
{ſuch as will furniſh thoſe that incline to be our Enemies, 
with a plauſible Pretence for joining againſt us, but they may 
be ſuch as will render thoſe that incline to be our Friends, 
leſs willing to aſſiſt us. Theſe may be the Conſequences of 
having the Papers called for laid before ſo numerous an 


fti- WE 4flembly ; and as theſe Conſequences may be fatal to us in 
, [ our preſent Situation, I muſt therefore give my Negative to 
to the Motion.” | 
ad. Lord Polwarth. 
her 

«t SIR, 


tion was an Article of the Conventian, and therefore it 
vas unneceſſary for the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke 
I aſt, to point out to us, ſo exactly, what was to be deemed, 


Ind what was not to be deemed an Article of any Treaty; 
zed but a Declaration or Proteſt may relate to a Treaty, tho' it 
of de not ſigned by both Parties, and tho? it be neither made an 
that Article, nor mentioned in any Article of the Treaty; and 


Ev hen ſuch a Declaration or Proteſt is ſigned by one of the 
contracting Parties, and ſolemnly intimated to, and accepted 
by the other, it has, by the Law of Nations, the ſame Ef- 
gt, as if it had been made an Article of the Treaty. 


nſe- As forthe Honourable Gentleman's Diſtinction between 
and Accepting and Receiving, it is, like ſome of the other inge- 


ious Diſtinctions I hate heard come from the ſame Quar- 
ter, a little beyond my Comprehenſion. There may be a 
Difference, but, I proteſt, it is ſuch a one as I cannot well 
comprehend; and what is ſtill worſe, it is a Diſtinction that, 
tren as he has explained it, will not ſerve his Turn in the 
preſent 


Indtructions now called for, that may be of dangerous Con- 


afraid of the Anno 13; Cee 
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« I do not remember to have heard it inſiſted on in this, Lord Pol- 
or any former Debate, that the King of Spain's Declara- warth. 


| (, 382 ). | 
Anno rz, Geo preſent Caſe. If he ſhould give me any thing, which I de 
I e © hot expect he will, and I ſhould receive it, I ſhould think 
SV VV that I had not only accepted it, but that I had accepted i 
upon the Conditions on which, I ſuppoſed, he gave it; and 
I believe, the World would think in the ſame way. But i 
he ſhould give me any thing, and at the Time of giving 
ſhould expreſs the Terms on which he gave it, in ſuch ? 
caſe, if I received his Preſent without declaring, that I nei 
ther did, nor would receive it upon his Terms, the whole 
World would conclude, that I had accepted it upon the 
Terms he expreſſed. ' Suppoſe a Man were actually owing 
me a Sum of Money, and ſhould come and offer me a Sun 
equal to what he owed, but at the ſame time ſhould declare 
that he did not acknowledge himſelf indebted to me in: 
dg. nor would give me that Money unleſs I receivec 
it as a Gratuity ; and ſuppoſe E did receive the Money with 
out ſaying a Word, apght not my receiving it in that way 
to be looked on as receiving it by way of Gratuity ? I an 
ſure, in Point of Honour, it ought; for no Man would re 
ceive the Money in that way, unleſs he either thought there 
was nothing really due to him, or that he had not Power tc 

compel the Payment of it. | 

I have made theſe Suppoſitions, Sir, in order to ſhew 
that he who receives muſt always be ſuppoſed to accept 
upon the Terms on which the Thing is, or is ſuppoſed tc 
be given. And now to apply this to the Proteſt or Decla 
ration in Queſtion. If it had been drawn up and fignec 
without the Knowledge or Participation of Mr. Keene, anc 
a Copy of it ſent to him after the Signing of the Conven 
tion, I ſhall grant, that his receiving or accepting it in thi 
manner, would have been of no great Moment : He might 
in Complaiſance, have told them, that he would ſend a Cop 
of it to his Court, or to the South-Sea Company. But this 
was far from being the Caſe, as appears from the Papers 
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me t 
already upon our Table. Before the Convention was ſigned i Nuvi 
there was an Agreement between Mr. Keene and Mr. LA.. 
Quadra, that ſuch a Declaration ſhould be made in Writing 
and figned by the latter, in the Name of the King of Spain Men 
Nay, farther, before the King of Spain's Miniſters would bn, 
ſign the Convention, Mr. Keene agreed not only by Word oe . 
Mouth, but under his Hand in Writing, that he would re rest 
ceive or accept of this Declaration, and tranſmit Copies 0:88. . 
it to his Court, and to the South-Sey Company. Muſt nog theref 
we then ſuppoſe, that When he received this Paper, ha- ac 
cepted it upon the Terms which were expreſſed in the Body... . 

of it; and that conſequently our leaving our South Sea . .. 
Company to the Mercy of the King of Spain, was the Con... - 


dior 


n bi 

ation upon which Mr. Keene agreed the Signing of the Anno 14, Geo: 
Treaty was to proceed on. | . U-1739. 
« I was ſurprized, Sir, to hear the Honourable Gentle. WY 


man ay, that Mr. Keene, to ſhew his Candour, declared 
t 1M upon the Spot, that he did not accept of this Declaration as 
ing any Article or Condition of the Treaty, but that he re- 
h 


ceived it, only in order to'tranſmit a Copy of it to hi 
Court, and another to the South-Sea Cnmpany. I do no 


o know what private Ififormation the Hon, Gentleman may 
the have about this Affair, but the very contrary appears mani- 
ing est from the Papers now on our Table, and from them only 
um we Can judge. (Here he reads Paragraphs from ſeveral 
are ketters, &c.) From theſe Papers it is, I think, manifeſt, 


that Mr. Keene, by an- Agteement previous to the Signing 


ve ef the Convention, agreed to accept of this Declaration, 
ith ind that he did accept of it without making any ſuch Coun- 
ay er declaration, either by Word of Mouth or in Writing; 
am nd by his doing fo, it certainly became a- Part of the Con- 


tention : No Civilian will, I am ſure, ſay otherwiſe, I ſay, 
no Civilian, Sir; for I have, this Day, heard ſome Gentle- 
men of this Houſe ſay otherwiſe; but they do not, I think, 
pretend to be Civilians; and therefore, I hope, they will 
ot pretend to Infallibility, or even to great Authority, in @ 
Point that depends upon the Laws of Nature and Nations. 
« I ſhall grant, Sir, that Matters of a particular and per- 
exed nature are ſeldom ſettled by general Treaties, When 
eq Matters of a general and national Concern are adjuſted, 
hoſe of a particular or perplexed nature, ſuch as Limits, 
Damages, and the like, are uſually referred to be adjuſted 
by Plenipotentiaries, Commiſſaries, or ſome ſuch Miniſters, 
mer the general Treaty has been concluded; but our late 
Corvention with Spain Was of an extraordinary kind; for 
u cne general Rights and Pretenſions in Diſpute between 
ue two Nations, ſuch as the Freedom of our Trade and 
BN: vigation in the American Seas, our Right to cut Log- 
Rein the Bay of Campeachy, and al! ſuch, were left to 
e :cgulared by Plenipotenti-fies ; and that Affair which was 
te moſt perplexed, and required the moſt particular Diſcuſ- 
„u, I mean the Damages ſuitained by our Merchants, was 
e only Affair that was finally adjuſted by the general 
Ilreaty, 1 beg Pardon for ſaying finally adjuſted ; for, in 
es digg Opinion, it was, on our Part, ablo'utely given up. I | 
beref ,re do not at all wonder that the great Claims our | 
hald Sea Company had upon the Crown of Spain, on ge- | 
to11t of Seizures, were left to be regulated by Pleniporen- | 
Res; but I was ſurprized to hear the Honourable Gentie- | 
#1 ſay, that the Accounts between the King of Spain and | 
our | 


e i | L 
Anno * our South. Sea Company were all referred to the Plenipo- 
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tentiaries. No, Sir 3 the King of Spain's Claim upon them n 
was not referred: We poſitively and exprelsly allowed it, by c 


our Miniſter's accepting this Proteſt as the Baſis of that n 
Treaty. 3 | a1 
The Court of Spain, Sir, were well apprized of the ju 
Neceſſity our Negotiators were under towards the End 6 k 
laſt Year, for having a Treaty of ſome kind or other. The ti, 
Miniſters of Spain knew, that our Miniſters had ſpent four R 
or 500,000]. of the Nation's Money, in fitting out Squa no 
drons of which they have made no manner of Uſe. Fron th 
thence they knew that our Miniſters were under a Neceſſit thi 
of having ſomething to ſhew, ſome Excuſe to make, to Par m: 
liament; and they would grant them nothing, they would wc 
give us nothing that looked like a Treaty, unleſs our Mini M 
ſter would abandon the South Sea Company. That Com Ot 
pany mult be entirely left to their Mercy : The Sum pre has 
tended to be due to them by the Company, muſt not oni me 
be acknowledged, but paid within a ſhort Term, otherwiſ Co 
they were to be left at Liberty to ſuſpend the Aſſiento ois: 
Negroes ; whereas, the large Sum due by them to the Com for 
ny, were to be left to a tedious Diſcuſſion, and not to b it C 
paid till their Plenipotentiaries ſhould agree to it, which, tior 
am convinced, they never would have done. All this the wit 
inſiſted on, before they would vouchſafe to give us any thin ¶ſec 
that looked like a Treaty, and for this, they would not trui the 
to our Miniſter's Word; they would have it in Writing WW Poy 
and this Form of a Proteſt, which he was to accept of in pute 
ſolemn manner, was the Method agreed on: Nay, even fo Occ 
this Acceptance, they would not truſt to his Word: Thi ou 
too, they inſiſted upon having, by way of Letter, under hi Kee 
Hand. Does not this ſhew that our Miniſters, ſo far as the fup; 
durſt venture, were willing to agree to every thing propoſei tion. 
by the Miniſters of Spain? Suppoſe, Sir, the King of Spaiſ Rea 
has a Right to ſuſpend the Aſſiento of Negroes, in cale oY i2:d 
any Failure on our Part, yet this car not juſtify Mr. Keene will: 
accepting of that Proteſt in the manner he did. By tha be fi 
Acceptance, he not only acknowledged the Right in tho 
King of Spain, but he acknowledged, that the South Se have 
Company would be guilty of a Failure on their Part, unleſi fons 
they paid the 68,0001. within a ſhort Term; and this H chan 
did, tho' he perfectly knew, that, in Juſtice, they owed n 3 
ſuch Sum, nor had ever acknowledged, or promiſed to pa lam 
ſuch a Sum, but upon Condition of the King of Spain's ſe: ar 
tling all Accounts with them, and paying what might appeq; have 
to be due upon the Balance, ſome 
Wh. man) 
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- 
Mm now upon our Table. From them our Negotiations, eſpe- 
by cially thoſe that relate to his Catholic Majeſty's Proteſt, & 


muſt ſtand condemned. with every Man that peruſes them, 
and them only. If there be any other Papers which may 
juſtify thoſe Negotiations : If the Honourable Gentleman 
knows of any fuch: If he knows of any Letters, Inſtruc- 


Keene declared, when he received this Proteit, that he did 
not receive it as any Article or Condition of the Treaty, 
that he received it only to tranſmit it to his Court, and to 
the South-Sea Company: I ſay, if the Honourable Gentle- 
man knows of any fuch as, from what he has ſaid, he 
would ſeem to inſinuate, I am ſure he ought, as a Friend to 
Mr. Keene, to agree to their being laid before us. The 


om ObjeRions he has been pleaſed to make, the Dangers he 
pre has been pleaſed to frighten us with, are, in. my Opinion, 
on mere Bugbears. The Danger of ſhewing to Spain what 
wie Conceſſions we were willing to make for the ſake of Peace, 


is an Objection that operated as ſtrongly againit laying be- 
om fore us the Letters and Inſtructions to our Commiſſaries, as 
it can do againſt laying before us the Letters and Initruc- 


tions to Mr. Keene; and yet, the former were laid betore us 
the WY without any Difficulty, and without producing any bad Ef- 
hin feft. And as no Power in Europe had the leaſt Concern in 
truly the Negotiations carried on between Spain and us: As no 


Power in Europe had any immediate Concern in the Diſ- 
putes between the two Nations, I cannot conceive, what 
Occaſion our Minifters could have to mention any other 
Power in Europe, in their Letters or Inſtructions to Mr. 
Keene; and therefore, from their great Wiſdom, I muſt 
ſuppoſe, that no other Power in Europe is ſo much as men- 
tioned in any of thoſe Letters or Inſtructions. For this 
Reaſon, if they were all printed and publiſhed, as well as 
aid before this Houſe, I cannot ſuppoſe, that thoſe who are 
willing to join with Spain againit us, could, from thence, 


who are willing to aſſiſt us in the War, in qgſe we ſhould 
bave Occaſion tor it, could, from any Reflections or Expreſ- 
| tons in thoſe Letters or Inſtructions, be rendered leſs willing 
than they are at preſent to aſſiſt us. 

* This, Sir, is a Danger that none of our Miniſters have, 
lam convinged, the leaſt Cauſe to apprehend. But there 
s another Danger which {ome of them may, perhaps, 
bave Cauſe to apprehend, There may be Expreſſions in 


many here at Home, and raiſe ſuch a Spirit in the Nation, 
Vor. VI. Ddd ab 


tions, or other Papers, from whence it may appear, that Mr. 


de furniſhed with any Pretence for ſo doing; or that thoſe 


ſme of thoſe Letters or Inſtructions, that might diſoblige 


«© What I ** ſaid, Sir, I have ſpoke from the Papers Ann023, 900. 
4. 1739+ 
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„ 

Anno 13, Geo. as would be of dangerous Conſequence to our Miniſters, 

IL 1739: If our Negotiations were carried on, not ſo much with à 

view to procure Satisfaction to the Nation, as to procure 

temporary Expedients for our Miniſters, this might appear 

from ſome of thoſe Letters or Inſtructions, if they ſhould all 

be laid before us; and this, if there Be any ſuch thing, is, 

I ſhall grant, a Danger which our Miniſters have 75 ea- 

fon to apprehend ; but this is a Danger which; I am ſure, 

- ought to have no Weight with this Houſe, If it has any, 

it muſt be in favour of the Motion; and, for this Reaſon, 

Jam the more fanguine for the Motion; becauſe I find it 

oppoſed by ſome who may, perhaps, think themſelves ex- 
poſed to this Danger.” | uo 


Sir John Hind Cotton. 
81 R, . 
Sir John Hind I ſhall not enter into the Queſtion, whether our Nego- 
Cotton. tiations ſtand condemned of acquitted by the Papers now 
upon our Table; but, I muſt obſerve, that tho? ſeveral Para- 
graphs have been read, and from thence ſeveral Objections 
ſtarted, by thoſe who find fault with our Negotiations, yet 
none of thoſe who declare themſelves Friznds te our Nego- 
tiations, have attempted to read, or to draw an Argument 
from any one of the Papers now before us; from whence it 
would ſeem as if they were conſcious, that our Negotiations 
cannot be juſtified from any of the Papers we have, as yet, 
upon our Table; and if they put a Negative upon this 
Motion, the whole World will conclude that they are con- 
{cious thoſe Negotiations can as little be juſtified from any 
Papers that can be laid before us; therefore, for preventing 
ſuch an unlucky Inference, I hope they will agree to the 

Motion. RY 

In this Debate, Sir, we have heard Mr. Keene's Con- 
duct ſo highly applauded by ſome Gentlemen, and fo loudly 
blamed by others, that, I confeſs, it excites a very great 
Curioſity in me, to fee all that can be faid, both for and 
againſt him; and therefore, as I can ſce no Danger from 
our having all thoſe Papers laid before us, if there were no 
other Reaſon, I ſhou'd be for the Motion. But when I 
conſider the Duty we owe to our Country, if tife Gentlemen 
whoſe Conduct is called in Queſtion, be guilty, and the Juice 
we owe to him if he be innocent, I think we ought to have 
the Papers now moved for laid before us, even tho! it ſhor d 
be attended with all the Dangers we have been frigl.ter ed 
with; and thoſe who have any Regard for Hun, uit cer- 
fanly, I think, be for it, becauſe his Ober. as a Mini- 
Ker, may, perhaps, be juſtified by {cate ot the Fapers row 
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called for; and it cannot, I am ſure; be rendered worſe than Anno, 13 Gea, 
it is already in the Eyes of many Gentlemen of this Houſe, II. 1730 
and, I believe, of moſt Men in the Nation.” Taal 
This Debate likewiſe ended with a Negative, without a 
„ Ty | | : 
Lord Gage's Speech againſt the Augmentation of the Troops. 
2 & "ul f 
The Honourable Gentleman that made the Motion for 
an Augmentation to our preſent Army, of ſeven Regiments 
of Foot, did plainly tell you at the ſame time, that he did 
likewiſe intend to propoſe the raiſing alſo of four Regi- 
ments more of Marines: But as I am againſt every Part of 
the Motion already made, ſo I ſhall be againſt that intended 
to be made, 11 
I am againſt this Augmentation of Troops, becauſe no 
one Reaſon has been given to ſhew the Neceſſity of it; and 
was it neceſſary, I ſhould be for the adding of fifteen or 
twenty Men to the Companies now in being, rather than 
the raiſing of new Corps or Regiments, which will be not 
only'the moſt burdenſome and expenſive way to the Nation, 
but may alſo prove the moſt dangerous to our Conſtſtution. 
* The Honourable Gentleman that opened this Debate, 
ſeemed to hint that theſe additional Troops would, in rea- 
lity, be no Augmentation to'our Army, being only to re- 
place thoſe ſent Abroad on the late Expedition to America, . 
But I hope he will forgive me, if I ſay, that it is a fallacious 
way of arguing, and not true in Fact. 
It is true, indeed, they are pretty equal in Number to 
thoſe ſent Abroad, but they are ſo many more than the Par- 
liament laſt Year ever intended keeping on foot in Eng - 
land ; for thoſe very Troops ſent on the Expedition, were 
raiſed with no other View than to be ſent Abroad, ſo that, 
ja reality, this is an Addition of ſo many more Men. 
And I am fo far from agreeing to the raifing of more 
Forces, that I would not eyen conſent to the keeping up the 
preſent Number of uſeleſs Troops, was it not with a View 
of making them of ſome Service to thelr Country, by ad. 
dreſſing his Majeſty to employ ſome of the marching Regi- 
ments as Marines on board ſome of the Men of War. 
But now I am talking of Marines, where is the Neceſ- 
ſity, ſuppoſing it was even requiſite Marines ſhould be raiſed, 
that it ſhould be done by way of Regiments, to put to unne- 
ceſſary Charges a Nation already groaning under the heavy 
Load of Taxes, Duties and Exciſes? Why not rather as 
independent Companies, and ſo to be ſent on'board ſuch 
Ships where there may be a Deficiency of Sailors, by whic 
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Anno 13, Geo. means not only the Pay of the Colonels, Lieutenant Colo- 


nels, Majors, &c. would be ſaved, but alſo there would be 


nore Seamen fpared for the Merchants carrying on their 


J 


Trade? ; 
« But as I do not at preſent think any additional Marines 


needſul, there beivg, as I ſaid before, marching Regiments 
ſafficient that may be ſpared, to be employed that way in 
caſe of Neceſſity, ſo I never will be for 1 on ſoot a 
ſingle Company more than is requiſite for the Support of 
the Government But when inſtead of that, I think, the 
too great Increaſe of the Army may become its Subverſion, 
by making Slaves of a free People, I ſhall always oppoſe 
it; and to ſhew the Gentlemen of this Houfe from Hiſ. 
tory, how all free Countries have been enſtaved by Armies, 
would be taking up of their Time to no Purpoſe, and telling 
them what they know better than myſelf. _ 2 

I mult owa, Sir, I can {ee but one Reaſon for raifing, at 
this preſent Juncture, this additional Number of Troops, 
and that is, to ſtrengthen the Hands of the Miniſter againſt 
the next Elections, by giving him the Power of diſpoſing of 
Commiſſions to the Sons, Brothers, Nephews, Couſins, and 
Friends of ſuch as have Intereſt in Boroughs, into ſome of 
wh'ch, perhaps, Troops may be ſent to procure the free 
Election of their Members, in Imitation of the late Czarina 
ſending her Troops into Poland to ſecure the free Election 
of a King. 

But till there is one thing more fatal than all I have 
yet named, that muſt be the Conſequence of ſo great a Body 
of Troops being kept on foot in England, and will be the 
finiſhing Stroke to all our Liberties. For as the Towns in 
Ergland will not be ab'e much longer to contain Quarters 
for them, moſt of thoſe who keep public Houſes being near 
ruined by Soldiers billeted on them ; ſo op Pretence of the 
Neceſſity of it, Barracks will be built for quartering them, 
which will be as ſo many Fortreſſes, with firong Garriſons 
in them, erected in all Ports of England, which can tend to 
Rog. but by Degrees to ſubdue and enſlave the King- 

om. 

« But if ever this Scheme ſhould be attempted, it will be 
incumbent on every Engliſhman to endeavour to prevent it 
by all Methods ; and as it would be the laſt Stand that could 
be ever made for our Liberties, rather than ſuffer it to be 
Put in Execution, it would be our Duty to draw our Swords, 
and never put them up till our Liberties were ſecured, and 
the Authors of our jntended Slavery brought to condign 


Puniſhment, 


« Sir, 
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© Sir, in Anſwer to what the Honourable Gentleman Anno'tz, Geo. 
mentioned, who ſaid, there was not only a Poſſibility, but a II 1739. 
Probability of the French attempting very ſoon to invade CAVWAS 
England, I will not diſpute that Point with him, tho” I do 
not believe it, but will, for Argument Sake, grant it to be 
true, and therefore will, on that Suppoſition, beg the Gene- 
ral that ſpoke lately, and faid that the raiſing of Troops in 
Regiments would be of more Service than by adding a 
| Number of Men to each Company of the Regiments now 
in being, to anſwer me this Queſtion. | | 

« Whether, if he was a Prince of a ſmall Territory, 
and knew he was to be attacked by 8000 Men, and was very 
poor, and had very little Money to ſpare, he would not 
rather chuſe for his Defence to raiſe 10,000 Men, by add- 
ing more Men to every Company, than only to raiſe 5000 
in the Method he propoſed, ſince the 5000, with ſo great a 
Number of Officers, would coſt as much as the 10,000 in 
the other way ? But as I am perſuaded, without waiting for 
the Gentleman's Anſwer, that he would chule the 10,000, 
ſo I beg leave to bring it to a Compariſon of the preſent 
Situation of our Affairs at Home. 

England is indebted forty eight Millions; (tho* after” 
near thirty Years Peace) there is no one thing left that can 
be taxed, but what has already a heavy Duty laid on it, fo 
that with the Land- Tax, Duties on Salt, Leather, Soap, 
Candles, and all other Things, every Freeholder.of Eng- 
land pays near 145. in the Pound, and if the War continues, 
there will be no means left for the raiſing Money but by the 
way of Lottery, of which People will ſoon grow tired, and 
the laſt Recourſe we can have mult be to mortgage the Sink- 
ing Fund, which, perhaps, will not anſwer, by reaſon, that 
the Produce thereof, by the Want of our Trade in Time of 
War, will come but to little, and therefore OEconomy is 
ibſolately neceſſary, and if it is to be determined that 
Troops muſt be raiſed, it ought, at leaſt, to be done in the 
cheapeſt manner. 
In anſwer to what another Honourable Gentleman ſaid, 
Evho told the Houſe he had been acquainted by a Perſon of 
Ranke in the Emperor's Service, that the great Misfortune 
hat befel the Emperor's Arms during the laſt War, was 
found to be their having too many Men in each Company: 
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be do not in the leaſt doubt but that he had been told ſo, but 
565 hall beg leave to give other Reaſons for his having been 
d conſtantly beat, than thoſe that he has mentioned. | 
n It is well known, Sir, that there were Factions at the 


Court of Vienna as well as at this, and that there was alſo 
here a Prime-Miniſter who had acted like ours at m_ 
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Anho 13, Geo and that he had quarrelled with the chief and greateſt Men, 
I. 1739. and in Contradiction to the general Voice of the People, 
K acted in his own deſpotic way, and had laid aſide the be 

is Generals becauſe they would not be his Tools, and em- 
' ployed the bad ones, which l aſcribe in great Part to be the 
late Emperor's Misfortunes in his laſt Wars; and to prove 
what I ſay to be true, I appeal to every body's Memory, 
whether the Emperor's Troops, when commanded by Prince 
Engene, did not behave well, tho' at that Time there was 
I | the ſame Number of Men in every Company as in the laſt 
| / War; ſo the Fault muſt be, as 1 faid at firſt, in the Gene- 
; rals. | | 2 
7 3 „Upon the whole, I am againſt any Augmentation of 
4 Troops whatſoever, unleſs I hegr better Reaſons given, 
(England having already in Pay near 72,000 Men) but 
more particularly by the way of eleven more Regiments ; 
and, I hope, I ſhall be forgiven, if during the Debate I ſhall 
take the Liberty of ſpeaking again; for I am determined 
It, : to fight, Inch hy Inch, every Fropofition that tends, as [ 
think this does, to the enſlaving my Country)“ 
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